
US Army Combined Arms Center
SOLDIERS AND LEADERS - OUR ASYMMETRIC ADVANTAGE

ORGANIZATIONAL 
STRUCTURE

Organizational Structure

1



US Army Combined Arms Center
SOLDIERS AND LEADERS - OUR ASYMMETRIC ADVANTAGE

MCTP OPSGRPs Mission Set

• Operations Groups A and D: Train Division/Corps/ASCCs

• Operations Groups B and F: Train Functional and Multi-Functional Brigades

• Operations Group C: Trains National Guard Brigade Combat Teams (select F/MF BDEs)

• Operations Group J: SOFCFI3 and Special Operation Forces Headquarters

• Operations Group S: Trains Sustainment Brigades, TSCs and ESCs 

• Operations Group X: Develops and provides Mission Command for exercises

OG-A OG-C OG-D OG-SOG-F OG-X

DET 1 
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USAF

JS/J7 (S)
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COL Rambo, AV
SGM Barfield, 13Z

COL Downing, FA
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COL Elrich, IN
MSG Bornemann, 11Z

COL Keller, IN
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MSG Kent, 13Z

COL MacCuish, LG
MSG Cornell, 19K

COL Richardson, FA
SGM Walden, 35Z

COL Walker, SF
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GS-14  Mr. Gelling COL Gallahue, IN
CSM Hidalgo, 11Z
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MCTP Leadership and Chief of Operations Groups Biographies

http://usacac.army.mil/organizations/cact/mctp/leadership
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Organizational Structure
OPERATIONS GROUPS
Mission Command Training Program consists of eight operation groups and a supporting unit of 
the 505th Command and Control Wing, Detachment 1 (USAF).  

Each of the operations groups trains commanders and staff on effective integration of warfighter 
functions in a joint-interagency-intergovernmental-multinational operating environment to 
achieve operational mission command.  

Operations groups OC/Ts provide high-quality academic seminars and formal after action 
reviews during the WFXs to improve the readiness and combat effectives of each training 
audience. 

OPERATIONS GROUPS A AND D
Deploys worldwide to conduct decisive action and theater specific training in unified land 
operations to support the readiness and combat effectiveness of Army Service Component 
Commands, Corps and Divisions.

OPERATIONS GROUPS B AND F
Deploys worldwide to conduct decisive action and theater specific training in unified land 
operations in support of functional and multi-functional Brigades to improve their readiness and 
combat effectiveness.
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Organizational Structure

OPERATIONS GROUP C
Deploys worldwide to conduct decisive action and theater-specific training in unified land 
operations in support of reserve component Brigade combat teams and active component 
functional and multi-functional brigades in order to improve their readiness and combat 
effectiveness.

OPERATIONS GROUP J
Deploys worldwide to conduct decisive action and theater-specific training in unified land 
operations in support of Special Operations Forces with oversight of all Army special 
operations forces (ARSOF) including civil affairs, military information support operations 
(MISO) and interagency tactical assets.

Observe, coach and train conventional force commanders and staffs on the integration, 
interoperability and interdependence with Special Operations Forces.

OPERATIONS GROUP S
Deploys worldwide to conduct decisive action and theater-specific training in unified land 
operations in support of sustainment brigades, expeditionary sustainment commands, and 
theater sustainment commands in order to improve their readiness and combat 
effectiveness.
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Organizational Structure

OPERATIONS GROUP X
Responsible for the design, planning and control of each multi-echelon, distributed WFX 
that replicate a realistic, relevant and rigorous strategic environment for the conduct of 
unified land operations in support of Army senior mission commander training objectives.
Leads MCTP’s exercise planning process, including exercise life cycle (ELC) events, ensuring 
all aspects of exercise design are coordinated and synchronized within MCTP and with 
external training partners and training audiences.

505TH COMMAND AND CONTROL WING, DETACHMENT 1 (United States Air Force)
Deploys worldwide to conduct decisive action and theater-specific training in support of 
the integration of airpower and application of joint firepower, air and space capabilities 
and doctrine, into unified land operations.  
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MCTP support to the Army

CORPS MISSION ESSENTIAL TASK LIST

MET 1: Conduct Shaping Operations for Corps (71-8-1270)

MET 2: Conduct Forcible Entry Operations for a Corps (71-8-1340)

MET 3: Conduct Campaign and Major Land Combat Operations for 

Corps (71-8-7000)

MET 4: Conduct Attack for Corps (71-8-7120)

MET 5: Conduct Defense for Corps (71-8-7222)

MET 6: Conduct Force Protection for Corps (71-8-7300)

DIVISION MISSION ESSENTIAL TASK LIST

MET 1: Conduct Forcible Entry Operations for a Division (71-7-1340)

MET 2: Conduct Area Security for Divisions (71-7-6500)

MET 3: Conduct Movement to Contact for Divisions (71-7-7110)

MET 4: Conduct Attack for Divisions (71-7-7120)

MET 5: Conduct Defense for Divisions (71-7-7222)

MET 6: Conduct Force Protection for Divisions (71-7-7300)

MCTP Contributions to the Army

 Leader Development

 Readiness

 METL focused 

Training Objectives

 Objective “T” assessment

 Building Expeditionary 

Capabilities

MCTP Mission Statement

MCTP supports the collective training of Army units as directed by 

the CSA and scheduled by FORSCOM to provide Commanders 

and Leaders the opportunity to train Mission Command in Unified 

Land Operations.
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MCTP Support to the Army

• No other entity in the Army can incorporate division and corps headquarters into the same 
exercise.  

• MCTP supports the collective training of Army units as directed by the CSA and scheduled by 
Forces Command in accordance with the Army Force Generation process at worldwide 
locations in order to train Leaders and provide commanders the opportunity to train on 
mission command in Unified Land Operations. 

• MCTP remains a premier Combat Training Center to train brigades, divisions, corps, and 
Army Service Component Command (ASCC) level headquarters on their mission essential 
tasks needed to support Unified Land Operations and train joint functions within select 
headquarters to support their role as a joint task force.

• Trained 16 general officers in fiscal year 2016 across Army Service Component Commands, 
10 divisions and 2 Expeditionary Sustainment Commands
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MCTP Support to the Army

• MCTP serves as an engine of change for implementing doctrine by providing feedback to the 
Army on future doctrine, unit organization and application of that doctrine.  

• MCTP’s annual collection of key observations made at brigades through Army service 
component command levels enables the Army’s future force to grow and develop from 
lessons learned.

• During Fiscal Year 2016, MCTP supported five corps and division level warfighter exercises, 
five ASCC exercises, and six National Guard brigade combat team warfighters.  Each exercise 
generally requires a one-year planning cycle including multiple training and planning events 
to enable training in execution. 

• These exercises are conducted in a distributed manner and consist of a multi-echelon, total 
Army force (AC, NG, RC) and stress SOF interdependence. 

• MCTP provides a trained world-class opposing force consisting of Soldiers and contractors to 
portray a free-thinking, near peer, hybrid threat.  MCTP features professional observers, 
coaches and trainers (OC/Ts) and highly-qualified senior mentors (retired 1-4 star general 
officers).  This cadre enables staffs and commanders to train on their prospective METLs and 
asses their readiness. 
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