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By Capt. Patrick Morgan, MCTP Public Affairs 

 

MCTP trains Miss. Guard Unit during Brigade Warfighter 

 

FORT LEAVENWORTH, Kan. – Operations Group C of the Mission Command Training 

Program traveled to Camp Shelby, Miss. from July 23 – Aug. 1 to conduct a brigade warfighter 

exercise with more than 300 National Guard brothers and sisters of the 155th Armored Brigade 

Combat Team headquartered in Tupelo, Miss.  

 

It marked the first time in more than 15 months that Operations Group C provided observer, 

coach and training support for a stand-alone brigade warfighter exercise at Camp Shelby, Miss. 

The Stand-alone warfighters provide National Guard brigade combat teams the opportunity to 

train on mission command prior to deploying to one of the combat training centers. 

 

“The brigade warfighter goal is to ultimately train the brigade and their subordinate battalions in 

mission command,” says Lt. Col Brian G. Ridley, an armor officer and Operations Group C chief 

of observer/trainers. 

 

“This brigade warfighter was slightly different than the normal brigade-level warfighter 

exercise,” says Ridley. “Operations Group C used the Decisive Action Training Environment 

scenario for this one.”  

 

DATE is a notional operational environment that consists of five fictional countries named 

Ariana, Minaria, Atropia, Donovia and Gorgas. It creates a common training scenario for use 

throughout the Army. 

 

For more than 10 years of war in Iraq and Afghanistan, the Army honed its counterinsurgency 

skills.  Now Army units focus on comprehensive training to meet the challenges of potential 

future hybrid threats, which could include guerrilla, insurgent, criminal and conventional forces 

operating against U.S. interests in a dynamic, synchronized effort. 

 

“The environment that we put [155th ABCT] in is a very complex one,” says Ridley. “They will 

be a much better organization by the end of this exercise.” 

 

“Our information flow prior to this exercise was very linear,” says Col. Jeffrey P. Van, 155th 

ABCT commander. “This MCTP lead exercise helped us improve some of our systems and 

procedures.  If my organization is ever called upon, I would definitely request another MCTP 

exercise specific to a geographical location. I would not go into combat without it.” 

 

During the warfighter exercise, junior enlisted Soldiers performed many of tasks that are 

important to mission success and accomplishment. Yet one Soldier was out front and on display 

throughout the entire warfighter. Spc. Christine M. Jungblow, a geospatial engineer, provided 
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products and information such as elevation data, terrain analysis, modified combined obstacle 

overlays and digital terrain elevation data. 

 

“I didn’t realize how big of a role that my products contributed to the mission until this MCTP 

warfighter exercise,” said Jungblow.  “It has truly been a great learning experience for me.” 

 

As the Army’s only deployable combat training center, Mission Command Training Program 

supports the collective training of Army units at worldwide locations in order to train leaders and 

provide commanders the opportunity to train on Mission Command in Unified Land Operations. 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


