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SHORT BIOGRAPHY


I was born in Christchurch, New Zealand, on 13 April 1967.  My father was a Christchurch businessman, and my mother was from a farm roughly 30 miles from the city.  Both sides of the family had immigrated to New Zealand from the UK and Ireland in the mid 1800s.  During my early childhood I spent a great deal of time on the farm, and only wanted to grow up to be a farmer. My family moved away from Christchurch in 1970 to the deep south of New Zealand’s South Island.  Invercargill is a small city existing largely to serve the surrounding farming communities and a nearby aluminum smelter.


I attended school from the age of five, and during this period acquired two younger brothers.  By 1979 the family moved to Nelson, at the top of the South Island where my father intended to retire onto an orchard in a far more pleasant climate.  I attended Nelson College until the age of 17, and received relatively good grades.  I was an enthusiastic but average sportsman.  I also developed an interest in a military career, and applied to do officer training.  My application was accepted.


I enlisted on 3 Jan 85, and was posted to the Royal Military College in Australia where a small number of New Zealand officers are trained.  I commenced an engineering degree, but soon enjoyed such an active social life that I failed the first year of study.  I was fortunate enough to be offered a second chance, altered my course to a BSc, modified my study habits and graduated in December 1989.


My first appointment on graduation was to a rifle platoon in the First Battalion, Royal New Zealand Infantry Regiment.  This was my first opportunity to lead New Zealand soldiers, and I had finally found a job that I loved.  The battalion specialized in jungle operations, and I also had the opportunity to qualify as a paratrooper.  I spent two years learning my craft, and was then posted out of the battalion to a Captain’s staff appointment.  This was an S1 position on a formation HQ, and lead on to a year as the Adjutant of a Logistics Battalion.  As an infantryman I did not particularly relish the opportunity, but of necessity learnt an enormous amount.


In December 1993 I was posted as a United Nations Military Observer to UNPROFOR in the former Yugoslavia.  I spent an amazing year in the Balkans managing all nature of operations.  In spite of my relative youth I was appointed as a team commander to establish a new team in the north of Bosnia, and then moved on to spend the final five months of the year working as the S3 of a sector.  This was a tremendous experience, and served to greatly broaden my appreciation of other military cultures, as well as open my eyes to some of the harsher realities of the battlefield.


On my return to New Zealand in December 1994 I was appointed S3 of my old battalion.  I served there for a further two years, assisted with the deployment of two companies to serve with UNPROFOR, and trained with the battalion on numerous occasions in Australia, Singapore and Malaysia.  I was then posted to a staff appointment on our Land Command HQ, where I managed the support to our PKOs. 


In early 1998 I was posted back to the same battalion as a Company Commander on promotion to Major.  I thoroughly enjoyed being in command again, a highlight of which was deploying the company to Fiji for a month for some combined training with the Fijian military.  In mid 1999 the battalion was warned for service with INTERFET in East Timor.  We deployed in October and commenced a robust peacekeeping operation that initially amounted to a counter insurgency operation against the rebel militias.  After seven months in this environment, during which I also raised and commanded a Reconnaissance Company for the battalion, I was selected for CGSC.  I returned to New Zealand, packed my house, took a week off to visit my family and go duck shooting then moved to the US.


I married Jay in 1990, and we are looking forward to a year together while I study.  We have no children.  I have always played an active part in Officer’s Mess activities, and was the President of the Linton Camp Officer’s Mess Committee for a year.  I still play rugby, and follow New Zealand rugby passionately.  I also play basketball and am ready to give most things a go.  I enjoy shooting, and plan to spend some time on the skeet range.
