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28 Oct 2016
MEMORANDUM FOR USAF COMMAND & GENERAL STAFF COLLEGE (CGSC) STUDENTS
FROM: DIRECTOR, USAF ELEMENT

SUBJECT:  Class 2018-01 Welcome

Congratulations on your selection to attend the US Army Command and General Staff College!  By virtue of your promotion and selection for IDE, you have obviously impressed the USAF with your abilities and potential for future leadership.  Now you are going to have the opportunity to impress the US Army as a student in their most important professional military education course.  The educational opportunity you are being offered is unsurpassed in either the civilian or military world.  It takes work on your part, but do not worry--this is the most family-oriented post in the Army and there is a lot of well-deserved family time.  

I have three priorities for your year at Leavenworth.  First, restore balance to your life; spend time reconnecting with friends and family, improve your physical fitness, and resume hobbies you may have ceased to do because of your operational tempo.  Second, increase your knowledge and understanding of Air Force and Army missions, roles, and doctrine.  Lastly, spend time reflecting on the past ten years while preparing to be a squadron commander.
I know that you will have several questions as you prepare for your PCS to Kansas.  To help with your transition, we have consolidated the critical information in the following locations:

The AFELM website:  http://usacac.army.mil/organizations/cace/cgsc/afelm
The AFELM Face Book page:  https://www.facebook.com/CGSCAFElement
Both are great resources and should answer most of your questions.  
Lt Col John “Lippy” Eldridge (john.d.eldridge6.mil@mail.mil) and TSgt Will Page (william.b.page4.mil@mail.mil) are my project officers for your arrival and the “Air Force Prep Course.”  They have included a detailed memo of information.  This is in addition to a welcome package that you will receive from the college.  If, after having read the material, you still have questions, call, write, or contact us via e-mail.  We are here to support you and the Air Force staff is working hard to ensure your smooth transition.  
You probably keyed in on the words, “Air Force Prep Course.”  As an Air Force officer at an Army school, you will be viewed as an Air Force authority on air and space power regardless of your background.  To make sure you are comfortable in this role, we provide some basic information on air and space power.  We ask you to provide your fellow classmates with the latest in your specialty through a short presentation, followed by discussion.  We have found that this a great way for our students to get to know each other, and to share the latest about what is going on in other areas of the Air Force.  In addition, take this time to get in shape as you will be expected to pass the Air Force PT test, participate in college runs and highly encouraged to participate in the Army’s PFT.  
Lastly, my wife, Laura, has established a class Facebook group that both you and your spouse can join.  The page includes links to on-post and off-post activities, local schools, housing, etc.; will serve as one of the primary methods of communication during the academic year; and creates a professional network that you can use for the rest of your career.  Because of cyber security issues, it is a closed group.  If you are interested in joining, please email Laura at afelementspouse@gmail.com.  

Again, congratulations and welcome to CGSC!  I look forward to personally meeting you and your family.
Col G
LEE G. GENTILE, JR., Colonel, USAF

Director
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