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COL Darren V. Cox graduated from the 
University of North Carolina at Wilmington and 
received his commission through ROTC in the 
Infantry Branch in 1990.  He attended flight 
school and the AH-1F Aircraft Qualification 
course, graduating in 1992.  Then COL Cox 
was assigned to the 1st Squadron, 7th Cavalry 
Regiment at Fort Hood, TX, and served as the 
Squadron S3 Air, Flight Operations Officer and 
AH-1F Platoon Leader. 

He graduated from the Aviation Officer 
Advanced Course May 1996 and took 
command of the National Training Center 
(NTC) Aviation Company at Fort Irwin, CA.  
He was the Battalion S3 for the NTC Corps Support Battalion and left active duty 
in June 1998.  From June 1998 to December 2000, COL Cox served in the North 
Carolina National Guard and worked in the civilian sector.  He was the S3 Air and 
HHC Commander for the 449th Aviation Group until returning to active duty in 
December 2000.

He then attended CAS3 and the OH-58D Aircraft Qualification Course until his 
posting to the 3rd Squadron, 17th Cavalry Regiment, Fort Drum, NY, in June 2001.  
COL Cox served as Squadron Assistant S3 and C Troop Commander until moving 
to the 10th Combat Aviation Brigade Assistant S3 position.  In May 2003, COL Cox 
was assigned as the Battalion Operations Officer for the 2nd Battalion 10th Aviation 
Regiment at Fort Drum and deployed as the unit’s S3 to Afghanistan in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF) IV from July 2003 to May 2004.

Then COL Cox attended the Command and General Staff Officer’s Course at Fort 
Leavenworth, KS.  Upon graduation, COL Cox returned to Fort Drum to assume the 
job of Executive Officer for the 3rd Squadron, 17th Cavalry Regiment from June 
2005 through June of 2006 and subsequently assumed the position of Brigade 
Aviation Officer for the 2nd Infantry Brigade Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division, 
deploying in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) 06-08 in August 2006. 

In February 2008, he was assigned to the HQDA staff, G-3/5/7, Aviation Directorate 
at the Pentagon, serving as the Executive Officer to the Director and Deputy 
Division Chief for Transformation.  COL Cox commanded 1st Battalion 13th Aviation 
Regiment at Fort Rucker, AL, from June 2010 until June 2012 and served as the 
Initiatives Group Director for the Commander, USAACE, until his assignment to the 
Air War College at Maxwell AFB in July 2013.

COL Cox holds a Bachelor of Arts in Criminal Justice and Sociology, a Master’s of 
Business Administration, with Concentration in Military Management, and a Master’s 
of Strategic Studies.  He is a graduate of the Command and General Staff College 
and the U.S. Air War College.

COL Cox’s awards and decorations include the Bronze Star Medal (2), the Meritorious 
Service Medal (3), the Air Medal, the Army Commendation Medal (3), the Army 
Achievement Medal (4), the Meritorious Unit Citation, the National Defense Service 
Medal (2), the Afghanistan Campaign Medal, the Iraq Campaign Medal, the Global 
War On Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, the Global War On Terrorism Service Medal, 
the Army Service Ribbon, the Overseas Service Ribbon (2), the Army Senior Aviator 
Badge, Army Parachutist Badge, Air Assault Badge, Army Staff Identification Badge 
and the Order of the Spur.  

 


