Fort Leavenworth hosted the annual exercises TALON-STRIKE and Omni Fusion 10 and saw an influx of U.S. Army Reservists from Milwaukee, Wis.
Most participants in TS/OF play their roles “virtually,” but members of 3/329/70th, 84th Division, came to Kansas to contribute this year.    
Because most of the exercise is virtual, those not playing in person are only able to see the photos afterward of “a bunch of people sitting behind computers.”  
Five Army Reservists, though, say those photos don’t tell the whole story.    

Officially, TS examines current force interoperability between a U.S. modular division and a United Kingdom brigade, while OF examines future force interoperability—from 2017 and beyond—for the same players.  
LTC Greg Cook and LTC Herman Reid, and their team of 5, all Reservists from Information Operations, 3/329/70th Division, attended both exercises.  LTC Cook, role player, as IJC CG39 and Reid, role player, as Division G7, both said that on the surface, the exercises simulate how a division staff operates through various scenarios but the outcomes reach much further.  
“The scenarios are based on actual events,” said Reid, “but the true value of TS/OF is being able to work with our joint partners.”

Reid said, “Many times, deployed division staff members never have a chance to work outside division limits.  So giving these guys the opportunity to work with other services and nationalities is significant.”  

Also significant is the level to which the Reserve Component is involved in TS/OF.  

Cook, said, “Just before the exercise we got word that an Active duty unit couldn’t make it, and we were asked to bring more folks.  So we did.”  

Some may argue that TS/OF is just one event and it should be no big deal for the RC to fill in the gaps.  But Cook looks at the larger picture and beyond the TS/OF.  

“The fact is, the active Army can’t be everywhere at once,” Cook said, “without the Reservists and National Guardsmen many taskings would fall short of having enough people to fill the billets.”  
Cook continued, “Exercise or deployment—they’re all important to us.  The RC and NG have a lot of real life experience as well as combat expertise to bring to the table. We were proud to be able to help.”  
