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 Vitalie Nicon Marinuta joined the military on 1 August 1988 by becoming a cadet 
in the High Military School of the Airborne Troops in Reazani, Russian Federation,

graduating with merits in 1992.  In the same year became an officer of the Moldovan  

National Army.  He participated in combat operations  in the Transnistrian separatist 

conflict in the eastern part of the country.  From 1992 to 1999 served as a platoon 

leader, company commander, chief of staff and battalion executive officer in the 

 Separate Special Forces battalion of the Moldovan Army. 
 

 In 1999 – 2000 he attended the U.S. Army Command and General Staff 
college resident program at Ft. Leavenworth, KS.  Upon graduation and his return to Moldova he was assigned as 
Battalion Commander of the 22nd Peacekeeping Battalion, Moldovan Army.  He performed these functions for two 
years preparing servicemen for participation in peacekeeping operations, international and regional missions, and 
exercises. 
 In 2002 – 2004 he attended the Civil-Military Relations and International Security master’s program at 
Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, CA.  Upon returning to Moldova, from 2004 – 2005, he served as a main 
staff officer in military construction and programs section of the J3 Operations Directorate, Main Staff of the 
Moldovan Army.  As part of GWOT Coalition support on behalf of Moldova, Vitalie Marinuta was detached in 
2005 to U.S. CENTCOM in Tampa, Florida, where he served as strategic planning officer for political-military 
affairs.  His duties included monitoring and evaluation of activities and events of political, economic and military 
character from the Arab peninsula; evaluation and analysis of terrorist activity and determining potential counter-
terrorism methodologies. 

 In 2006 – 2007 Vitalie Marinuta was assigned as Chief of the International Cooperation Section, Military 
Policy and Foreign Relations Directorate, Ministry of Defense directly contributing to the planning, coordination 
and implementation of cooperative activities in the framework of Moldova’s relations with UN, NATO, OSCE, 
ODED-GUAM, CIS, RACVIAC and other organizations.  

 In 2007, he completed the academic curricula of the European Political and Economic Studies University 
with an emphasis in international relations.  He also retired from active duty at this time.   From 2007 to 2009, 
Vitalie Marinuta worked in the private sector. 

 On 25 September 2009, by the presidential decree he was appointed Minister of Defense of the Republic of 
Moldova, an appointment which took into consideration his military experience and educational background.    


