
The Joseph J. Koch Collection 
The Combined Arms Research Library acquired the Joseph J. Koch 
Collection in 1999 from J.J. Koch's great nephew, Dennis Koch, of 
Spring Hill Kansas. The collection is an extensive personal military 
collection from the first third of the 20th century and it consists of 
Army doctrinal materials, books, maps, and other memorabilia 
pertaining to Major Koch's Army service. 

Joseph J. Koch was born in Kansas on 10 September 1883.   He graduated from 
Saint  Benedict's College for Boys, present day St. Benedictine College,  in 
Atchison Kansas, 1904.   He served in the Missouri National Guard and was 
commissioned a 1st Lt. of Infantry on 20 May 1913. Promoted to the rank of 
captain, he assumed command of Company M, 1st Infantry Regiment, Missouri 
National Guard in February 1915. His unit, along with other Guard units from 
across the country, was mobilized in June 1916 and participated in the Punitive 
Expedition into Mexico with General Pershing from 1916 to 1917 

 
Clipping from the Saint Louis Post-Dispatch Rotogravure Picture Section, August 6, 1916. 

Troops from the MO. National Guard participated in the Punitive Expedition into Mexico in 1916 
 
In March 1917 Koch was promoted to major and deployed with the 137th Infantry 
Regiment, 35th Infantry Division to France as part of the American Expeditionary 
Force in World War I.  He commanded 3rd Battalion, 137th Infantry Regiment 
and was wounded in action during the Meuse-Argonne Offensive on 26 
September 1918. Recovering from his wounds, Major Koch returned to the 
United States and was honorably discharged in December 1919.   
Koch returned to active duty as a Major of Infantry in July 1920 and attended the 
Command and General Staff School at Fort Leavenworth from 1926-1927.  He 
graduated from C. and G.S.S. on 17 June 1927.  
Major Koch continued to serve on active duty until his retirement in 1931.  He 
died in 1938. 



 
Box 1 
 
Series A: Personal Records 
  Correspondence 
  Ledgers, 1926 & 1927 
  Medical  
  Military orders 
  Military personnel records 
  Photographs 
  Retirement 
  Rifle Team 
 
Series B: Topical 
  Clippings 
  Joint Army Navy Maneuver, 1923-1924 
  Military forms and publications 
  Recruitment 
 

 
Clipping from the Saint Louis Post-Dispatch Rotogravure Picture Section, August 6, 1916. Troops camped out on the 

Mexican Border. 
 
Series C: Unit Records 
  Co.M, 1st Infantry, Missouri National Guard --Administrative 
  Co.M, 1st Infantry, Missouri National Guard – Correspondence 

Co.M, 1st Infantry, Missouri National Guard – Monthly Returns 
(Shelved between box 1 and 2) 

  Co.M, 1st Infantry, Missouri National Guard -- Publications 
  Co.M, 1st Infantry, Missouri National Guard -- Punitive Expedition 
  Co.M, 1st Infantry, Missouri National Guard -- Rifle Team 
  Co.M, 1st Infantry, Missouri National Guard – Training 
  HQ, Citizens Military Training Camp, Plattsburg Barracks, NY 

 HQ, Citizens Military Training Camp, Plattsburg Barracks, NY--
Publication – ‘Report of Camp Commandant’ 



 
Return of Company 'M' First Regiment Infantry, MO National Guard under J.J. Koch's command. .   Commanding officers 

were required to submit these status reports and records of events to the Adjutant General. 
 

 
Page2 of Return for Company 'M' First Infantry Regiment 

 
HQ, Citizens Military Training Camp, Plattsburg Barracks, NY—
Publication –‘Report of Assistant Executive Officer 
HQ, Panama Canal Division’ 
HQ, Panama Canal Division – Publications –‘Approaches to the 
Panama Canal’ (1925) 
HQ, U.S. Army Transport (U.S.A.T.) “Somme” 
HQ, U.S. Army Transport (U.S.A.T.) “Somme” –Publications 
137the Infantry Regiment – A.E.F. – Maps 
137th Infantry Regiment – A.E.F. – Orders 
 



 
Field Order No.11 issued by Major Koch on September 10, 1918. The 3rd Bn. 137th Inf. was ordered to move to the area 

of Laneuville in preparation for the Meuse-Argonne Offensive. 
 
 
 
 



137th Infantry Regiment – A.E.F. – Training 
 

 



 
 

Pages 1 and 2 of the Roster of Drill and Instruction for Company 'M' 



Box 2 
 
Series D: Command and General Staff School 
 Administrative 
 Diploma 
 Map problems and solutions 
 Publications—AY 1927 courseware 
 
Military sketching and slope board with mil. protractor and range arm. Includes 
the publication “Landscape Sketching” August 1917.   (In mylar sleeve next to 
box 2) 

 
 

Major Koch's Diploma from The Command and General Staff School. 
17 June 1927 

1927 Class of the Command and General Staff School. 
Major Koch is in the 4th row from the bottom, 2nd student from the left. 

 



Box 3 
 
 American flag (Burial flag) 
 
Box 4 
 
 Infantry School curriculum, 1921-1926 
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