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UNITED THEATER 

SPECIAL SHIVICES CLUaY 

SEGTION 1 

1. Introduction. 

a. Serv i ce  clubs are intended t c  provide r4xroatione.l and 
social  a c t i v i t i e s  .-Ad the b e a t  f o a t u r m  of club life for enl i s ted  
personnel$ 

b.  It vias plennad thn t  overSean serv ice  clubs should contain 

the following f e c i l i t i e s :  


Snpcic bar Library 
Beer arci 'vine brz "iriting room 
Gsrnes mom tiendicraz't mon! 
Fing-]mrq rwin Information desk 
L o q e  Xuiuslc room 

2. hiericen F.4 m. 
a. Experience i n  , the Xar 'of 194-18 'n;vbg shmm t h a t  

operations by a nu;.:bzr of c i v i l i a n  irjencies result:! ir i  confusion, d y l i c a -  
t i o n  and conf l ic t s  cf intcrests, w i t h  co2seguent waste and inef f ic iency ,
it was detr.rmjned t h z t  only two c i v i l i a n  agencies opsr&ting recreational 
f a c i l i t i e s  would reco.pized by the %r De?artment: 

(1) The Uritod Services Crganization i n  the b r i c a n  
Theatcr and the Zone of 1r.ttcrior. 

(2) The i m r i c a n  Red Cross elsmherr? 

b. F a l l m i n g  the Entry of t h e  iJrited S t a t e s  i r i  t h e  war,  t h e  
Chizf of Staff of the  .kr,?:r in a l a t t e r  to t h t  C>-,>i.r:w2?,of t h e  h e r ' h a n  
Red Cross, 19 Decer,iocr 19Q, ou*J iwd t h e  po l icy  of t h o  'ier D e p r ' t y t  
with wEpECt to imricen iied Crop e c t i v i t i c s  in ovccseas thmturs. 
T h i s  policy provided t h a t  t h e  Amny would arrange f o r  the opera t ioc  o f  
off -s i te  recreational biclldings ty m i l i k r y  snd/or kmcrican Red Cross 
personnel. This p o l i c y  -ias I!1ac!6 a r a t t e r  of nf.'ic;al publicfition by 
'Jar Depar t "  Xemorandum ':650-9-43, 1>?:arch 19431. 

c. The Thc~C::i- Cormndor f i rs t  called uyn tho Anerican ikd 
Cross to a s s i s t  in on-site irelfnro ec t iv i tLcs  on 26 kJril1943, and t h e  
policy annowccd b t  tkaL time car r ied  forward and ap?earod in l e t t e r  
Eumpaan Tseater of Opcrations, United Stat06 Arqr,  14 Ducorhr  19W, fi! 
AG 080 OpM, 5ub;iect: Tied Cross fiocrcatiot:nl Huts on Unfted S t e t i s  id111 
t a r y  Reservetions." T::e Thanter  Ccmimdc r provided t h e t  po l ic i t s  f o r  t4 
ins t a l l a t ion  of auch huts v!ould be f o m u l R t c d  by thc C m m d i n g  ' h e r d ,  
Comunications Z O M ~ ) ~  

d .  The a c t i v i t i q s  of t h  iied Cross arc! govcmcd 3y iit e5C-75$ 

(1) In accordance v i t h  the 7 r o v i s i o n s  of IiR e50-75, Scct ia  
XI, prrc.eraph 1zb_ coordination of recreation-1 opira-



3 .  U i c d  ExxcZitioneSy Force 2lubs? 



f o r  the opening I n  the European Theatcr of a numbcr of s p d a l  ewvices  
club3 i n  addition t o  &.sting installations\0-& 

b. Speci-1 s a w i c e s  c lubs  wore t o  contain all t h e  facilities 
usual ly  found a t  t h e  lzrgq-r Rcd Gross clubs, with t h o  addi t ion  of a bar 
whore beer and vine would bo so ld ,  t hus  lessening t h e  numb r of tzaops 
f roquin t ing  undesirable esteblishmcnts f o r  such rc f rosh"nt5 .  

C. They WE t o  5e operatcd by suecial  sorvicoa hcstcsscs,  
t r a ined  i n  and brouyht o v d  from thc  United Statos. 

d. mans ',?Ere discussad Yith mpresentativss o f  thu he?iCan 
Red Cross, w i t n  n view tp-obvia t ing  t h e  poss ib i l i t y  of dupl ica t ion  or  
c o n f l i c t  of a c t i v i t i o s k > - ~ 7  

e. A numbcr of suecia1 sorv icss  clubs Were opened shorfly a f t z r  
v i c to ry  i n  ~urope48 

5. Unit Clubs 2nd Dd:r R o o m .  

a. large numbcr of  s o l d i e r ' s  clubs -.'LE organized independent 
lp of t h c  m.er1can Rad Cross in an attcmpt t o  noct the needs of t h e  men. 

1!o6t o f  thcsa  were u n i t  i n s t a l l a t ions ,  with g r e a t  v a r i e(1) 
t i o n  i n  t h c  fC?CdLti66 orovxled, duponding oh t h e  s i ze  
of tha  u n i t ,  the loca t ion ,  ti^ c g u i p m n t  ava i lnb le  and 
tho i n t c r a s t  o f  the s p c c i d  s w v i c c s  and c o m a d i n g  
o f f i cc r .  Tharb wtrc soma lcrge and o l a b o r a k  clubs,  
ah ich  iccludcd such f aci12tiC.s as rcading and wr i t ing  
rooms, 2 bar dispor-sing bcer md vines, gam05 rooms and 
snx!c bzrs ;  m d  i n  tho sw-llrr units t h e r e  w e n  day 
rooms nhich  simply offerLd tho mcn a place t o  go III 
tho evcniri to  h a €  a drink and l i s i o n  t o  the  radio.  
Dariccs wLro a Topulcr fcc.turc of ~11clubs.  

(2) 	 ' L n  c'cquatcly cquippcd, thcEL: clubs provcd to bc o f  
C x P t  valuc: t o  moralo and. t h c i r  forni;tion ~ Y R Sencourab 
by base s s c t i o n s .  Units wcrb LdvisLd of tho  d0sira.bi.U4 
t : r  of fonning on l i s t cd  rwnfs clubs, w h i c h  ticre given 
sccond F r i o n t y ,  hospLtd.s, on spec ia l  sorvicea 
eupplizs,  bceidcs ~ 1 1e6sistJncL p0SSiblC in drawing UR 
by-'Lnvs, f i n 6 i r g  E. suitzb?D1- loca t ion  end fixtures end 
procuring t h o  ncccssrry bcvirzgc 6 and snccke. 

( 3 )  	ThG fWiC?S f o r  ZtCirting thcSC Clubs W L E  u . 5 1 E l . l ~  rased 
by col lcc t in& an i d t i e l  mmbcrship fcc  from t h e  r a m .  
Once the club '!:e functioning, cxpcnscs could bc m t  01 

of p r o f i t s  orr t he  s a k  of  b,veregc.s. 

(!&) 	 Th,~ ~ ~ iar.d~ opcration~ of nu n i tt clubs was gencrel~ L 
uncicrL-kcn by a bozrd of govcmors end by c lub  o f f i cc  i 
cloctod by thc  GnlistLd mcn. Ur1d.r ex i s t ing  rogulatio,  
it WIS n e c 0 5 s a ~ jt o  hcv5 a coimdssionod o f f i c e r  audit 
the  books. 

b. Due i o  the  lack of n grne ra l  clLb program, mcny u n i t s  d i d  
not orgvlizc en l i s t cd  men's clubs dcspi te  lcck of s u f f i c i c n t  licd Cross 
f a c i l i t i c s .  

C. I n  gcncr?l ,  t h c s c  c lubs  w6re mndequatr, bccc.usa of a l ack  4 
f a c i l i t i e s  and t r s i n e d  pcraamcl. Vany wcre eimply room, furnish& wit 
a few tzblos and cha i r s  and l ack ing  club o r  h o m c l i k c  atmosphcrc. 



E *  .4s a 5 2 . s ~acction oporation, undcr spec ia l  s c rv i ccs ,  a num-
h r of 5 or g ~ c d u i s  md dznce ha l l s  wcro opned in ststis areas. 

(1) 	 It ~:IO.Sfeud fcea ih le  and des i rab l i  t o  . f ~ r v cb m r  and 
xino i n  thc:EvmiT?;a a t  t r ens i cc t  and le iva rr.esse3 
a f t i r  sup:?Lr. ::uaic W E  prwidcd  throughout the  
ovzninz, a d  tliG lui i fom :ve.s thc.  srLy riquirrirrficnt 
f o r  cn'wring. I.$crc sgncc pc rAi t t cd ,  mcn \v<.rcellowod 
t:> f i rkg  a c i v i l i c n  gucst, but mcsccr tcd  c i v i l i m s  
Xcrr, excludod. 

(2) Zone dance hallo h.-d no rssLrictions or. 
0t'ii-s could be rcscrved by units f o r  dances by in-
vit i i t ion o+y. Roth w r 8  vcry popular, It nes found 

' bcs t - to  ailnit loc;.J. girls t o  danco h e l l s  by b n i t a t i o n  
odg,  Lhus m0idir.g thc in t rus ion  of .udosirablr .s .  
,lrrmnyc:ncr,ts wcro redo with the l o c d  ?~,licc t o  chock 
ti:^ rosorSs of g i r l s  q p l y i n g  for admi t tmcc  cards. 

7. Procur2m;lt.. 

a. '.'ith pims  complttcd for tho ~ s t r . b l i s h i : m t  of thb first 
!illicd Expoditiocrr:: F o i ~ i ;club in t ? ~  it  vas noccssary'Luropian T'rctir, 
f o r  thL. United Stet . .s  iinrv t o  p r  vido h c r i c m  hostcssas i n  t h i  sxmu num-
b c r  as providcd by PJr;:t S r i t e i n ?  

(1) .. crhlc wi?s s e n t  t o  t h o  :;cr Dc.pmtmw.t, 23 Octobir 1944, 
roqucsting c ight  Atnorican soivicc club hostossos ,
(Ecrfxenco -43 210-70, 1 Jw.6 19bh). X subsuclucnt cable,
3 y$$Bbb-r 1 9 4 ,  roquzstild th,t this bo increee id  to 
16. 	)* 

(2) 	 3y 13 D c . c c ~ ~1 9 4 ,  13 hostcsscs hnd orrivcd in Pcr is  
by ?ir?'. 

b.
 .; ~ U T T C ; ~cf s;zci;l aarviccs e c t i v i t i c s  and fn .c i l i t iLs  i n  
thc  tho:tLr h v h ;  rr,vc.clud thc  nccd f o r  a d d i t i o m l  clubs,  rccommdctions 
..!cr'c m-dc t o  llarvcly 3iLson; .n-ricm f o r  Grczt Rcd Crozs C o m i ~ s i o n ~ r  
I3ritFj.n and ' k s t ~ y n  Curopc, f o r  t hc  c s t * b l i c t m n t  of c lubs  i n  spilclfic 
erC:s whuw thc nccd DI.S c r i t i c a l .  T-:r. Gibson t x p l i ~ dt h e t  this could 
not  bo donc. for  en indof in i te  pcriod due t o  l l n i t o d  h c r i c r n  Red Cross 
yersonnel. 

(1) On 1B,z1mu?ry:v19f+5,n s s i s t a t  C h i c f  of S t z f f ,  2-1, 
Conmimicctions :om, ruqucstod by irf c r m l  routing 
z l i ?  t h - t  serious cmsidsra t ion  bo givon t h c  ncccss i ty  
cf "procuring u i l imi to f i  numbcrs of hos tos s  ptxsonncl 
f rord thc 'Jnitcd S t c t t s  .'I22 

(2) 	 Or. 1Y>.i-ch 1945, a czblo iias sen t  t o  tho  !irr Dqxrt-
mcnt rcqucst.irlL: l5C x l d i t i o n F J  hostosscs,  t o  bo dls-
?Ltchod t o  t h i s  thcztLr in th r so  s h i  m m t s  of 50 c c h  
on t 3 c  f i r s t  o i  &i-il,.YL.y cnd Juno?T Th i s  ruc;ucst was 
'orsoti or. il survcy of ncods o f  c m h  rtajor ccmmxi. Tho 
spocir.1 %.rVicos o f f i cc r  i n  occh in s t cncc  rcquiistcd t h o  
nwbcr  of hos t c s sc ;~  roqaired fo r  tho o n l i s t o d  r u n ' s  

- 1p -



9. OwrRtions. 



( 6 )  h s i s t c d  i n  tkc i n s M l t i o n  x.2 oy,cr:tisr. of kc.1 
unit clubs end clay room. 

- 6 -



scrv icos i  Such s c t i v i t i o s  n t  speciel sorv icas  clubs should bc opcratcd 
5,73 . 'my  Exchanga Sc,rv':ce. 

f .  Spscir l  sc rv icos  cl'ib hostosses should b:vo bean ac loc tcd  
cnd t rc incd  ? n o r  t o  tl;o bcgiming of O V L T S G ~ Sop<crations. AS it  was, 
tho:; :wrc not rCCpGSted U r i t i l  t h e  nu.d for t h c i r  eo rv iccs  k . d  kc0 rnC 
c r i t i c d .  

E .  II?thc: s A c c t i o n  of hostesscs,  lis= ofi2hcsis should bo : J ~ P . C O ~  

or, f o m i l  ccaciwfic ccucztion a d  o.ori on youthfulness ?.nd cosn?opolitmism. 
m,ms;1:ini~im:gc llnit et 25 ?:?s t o o  h i eh  nr,d it would bc brncr f ic i r l  t o  
rcdiicc i t .  

h.  P r T c l y  s c l w t c d  .;omnts..ivy Corps o r  c i v i l i m  ho5tussCs 
WCI e. nGc.+ss&ry;xLr1;of 3poc iC~  sLrviccs  clut: a c t i v i t i o s .  

11. Tho %n,.rr:LL?rd rccom.cnds t h ? t :  

r?. . 1 1  rsc'ro:.tional a c t i v i t i c s  i n  ovcrscs.s t hoa txc j ,  b0t.h 011 

nnd off m i l i r r r y  r ssurvz t ions ,  bc U L ~ Gthc  rospons io i i i t~ rof s p c c i d  
serv ices .  

5. Tho e c t i v i t i c s  of t h o  &,cricrn Hcd Cross be 1 imi t r :G  t o  f i e l d  
scnr ico  end hon?it;..l s s rv i ce .  

c .  Sorvicc c l d ,  i-cvdnue prduc ing  cc t t l v i t i c s  bc o p i r a t s d  by 
,zmy E.chngb Sorvicc i n  sonjunction v i t h  spccial sorvicos.  

d. Thc ost:blis!utcnt of ?n adcquatc n w h r  of  s t r v i c ~clubs 
bc incorporztcd in c l l  plan5 for fu tu ro  mi l i t e ry  DpLrntiors. 

e. Th; s c l m t i c n  2nd tra2.nir.g of ',';own'sLnny Corps or civilian 
hostossas aspoci?ll:r f i t tocl  f o r  ovcrsfis duty bo i n i t i a t e d  ea c a r 4  as 
prnctJccblc upon t k e  outbrcnk of icmincncc of h o s t i l i t i c s .  

f. I n  thrj s c i i c t i o n  o f  hostcsscjs, cmphcsis bo p1cw.d upon the 
following au;:l if icztions:  youth, cnrrm, hL?Lth , i n i t i a z i v a  and nat ive  
i c t a l l l gcnco . 
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