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R, The special services  handicraft praqam Was desimed t o  en-
d d B  t h  soldier t o  spend !lie s p r e  t ime  in ES i r h e r e s t i x  and useful 
manner, or to  develop a vocation f o i  a f t e r  the war, ana t o  enable t lwse  
who were a r t i s t e  or  c ra f t snen  p r i o r  t o  enterin;: t3e t o  continue 
t h e i r  ac t iv i t iea .  Tlre prosam vas to  include blie follotrlns two type6 
of  activitiee: 

Art8 Crafts 

Paintin; and SL-etcXq; Leathercret  

Clay 14odelln.- Phatogap1.y 

SCdptUl’ini, k rpsn t ry  

Ehching Iloodcarvin; 

Linoleum Bloc!: Printin;: Metaloraft 

Si lk  Soreen Pr in t in , .  Model Hakin,.; 

Pontsr Pain%iny, Puppetry


Knotting an.$. Braidini: 
Ply-t yih-

b. ?he mAterialE required t o  conduct thefie a c t i v i t i e s  were 
pm!a;ed a6 separate kits, ehdi contalninc t h e  basic t o o l s  and raw 
materials neceemrp t o  a be[;irner, plus an l l lus t ra ted  ,uide.  

c. It wae plamec? hlwt I m d i c r d t  ac t iv i t ies  elrould take place 
at central ly  loceted I~OrkEIxp and wt studioe. 

2. H i s t o r i c a l  Data, 

a, The handicrai‘t pro;ram, as i t  is now holm, was i n i t i a t e d  
a r l  I n a l l y  a6 a soLdler art pro.--ram a i l e d  direct ly  for  United Sta tes  
service comanda, p s ~ sana EtBtiOnE. On 24 December 1942, t::e Cotmuandin;; 
bneral, Services of  Supply, sent out a l e t t e r ,  file SPSB 007, W a r  D e -
p - t a c r t ,  Services of Supply, S p i a l  ServioeaDivision, sub ject :  “In-
t e r ior  DesiE;n and Soldier brtfl. This wa8 the  f i r s t  Letter anounoinc 
my program n f  a r t s  ao?.craf ts .  

b. Seven tlmausand f i v e  hundred dollars  m r e  rmIe w a i l a b l e  Co 
Specid  Services Division in Janucry 1443, and, i n  mount8 not t o  excead 
$200.00 each, were die t r ih .be8  t o  posts, camps am? statione. T N s  money 
vaa the f irst  spent t o  promote art and craft work DE a recroat ionel  pro-
&Ttnr.. 

3. Program. 

a. I n  Xarcii 1944, ‘61% Arts and Crafts Section (later changed $0 
Handicraft Branok) was made a section of the Athletic and k c r e a t i o n  
Srancll of Special servicee Division, ller Department, ctnd a broad propem 
for craf t s  a8 well a~ art waa planned. 
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b, A course of i n s t m t i o n  at the School f o r  S p e c i d  Services 
I n  Lexington, Virginia, was i n i t i a t e d  in June 1944. This c w e e  was 
phnned t o  stimulate special SeITicefi offiaers'  and en l i s ted  mn's im-
t e "  i n  the program, and t o  i n s t m o t  I n  the administration and cpera-
tion of handicrafts in the  special  services program. 

0. A u i c r d t  program was outlined i n  TM 21-205' (Special
Services Officer) prepared in September 1944, at which t i m e  iiormandy 
&Day ( 6  June 1944) p l a  was already i n  operation. 

d. The of f icer  i n  charge of the Bandicraft Section, hadqwters,  
Special Services Division, Var Department, vis i ted European Theater of 
Operations (ETOVSA) during >'ovenher, December an&. January of 1944-45 to  
set up the Theater pro&ram. 

e. A l l  the planning and d i r e c t i w a  in the late winter and ear ly  
spring of 1945 were baaed on post hos t i l i t1m ana army o f  o c c p a t i o n  
handicraft programs. 

f. Handicraft Was believed t o  have throe inportant po ten t ia l i t i es :  

(1) 	Therapeutic VaLuet To a i d  i n  the cure  of both phy-
sical and mentaL casual t ies  anQ i n  r a & W X l i t s t i o n  work. 

( 2 )  	Prevention of 3attle htiguer Po help oombatmts 
eaoapa from boredom and nervous tension. 

( 3 )  	 Leareation: Po provide recre@tion f o r  able bodied 
men dnring off-duty hours, end permit continuance of 
hobbies a d  avocations. 

4. Procuremexit from the me o f  Inter ior .  

a. The Um Department s t a r t e d  ordering M t s  in quantity during 
April and May, 1944, tho mney being provided out of tlre Velfare of En- 
l i s t e d  Men Fund. (Appropriation Symbol 212/6ogoe, Procurement Olass 101, 
w t e r m a s t e r  Service, ~ r m y ) du i n i t i d  procurement o f  35,000 k i t e  for 
the f i s c d  year 1945 was made. 

b. These ki te ,  f o r  oversea8 units i n  all thea te rs  of W a r ,  were 
made available through llar Department Memorandum #l:rrjgU dated 6 May 1944, 
subject2 "&,e 8 of  Issua o f  Special Service8 Items Gyppllod on Oversem 
iiequisitionn. 3 

c. Six of the ten different  types of k i t s  requisitioned against 
the original procurement arrived before the war ended i n  ??mope. 

d. These kits were planned ta provide throo t o  f i v e  men with 
recreations1 aativitg,  and were t o  be the nucleus o f  a bmdicref t  pogram
in f i e l d  units. The i n i t i a l  procuremet uaa insuf f ic ien t  t o  provide 
adequate l~lerge s w p l i e s  of ldte and raw materials t o  c a r y  out t h e  
program a8 or ig ina l ly  pl=ned. 

e, The M t 8  d id  not contain enough paw materials t o  be prac-
t i ed  unless tlmse could be pmomeed locally: f o r  e=ample, l ea thercraf t  
kZts had o n l y  approdmately five. square feet  of l igh t  leather .  Bo pro-
vision was made f o r  requis i t ioning additional raw materials, and, a6 a 
consequmce, toole  were often id l e .  
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c. Taw materiale were often found aslowt ca?turetl enemy 
materiale. 



- - - _RlSTPJEtPEJ 
b. Only a l i m i t e d  nmbor of t ra ined  perecmel WRE a v a i l a b l e  t o  

suporvise workskps operated Sy t>e  Amorican :ad C r o s s .  The American I.ed 
Cross s t a f f ,  Paving othcr  dv.t.ies a n  well, could only suporvise tllG imndi-
craf t  program from tllre t o  timo. 

c. k s u l t s  wore markedly superior at i n s t a l l a t i o n e  vhare tha 
preorne l  was in tores ted  i n  and had EODP knowledge of the work. 

d. L i t t l e  use was maCo of l o c d  c i v i l i a n  talant,  

S. I n s t a l l a t i o m .  

a. Army oparateb 

(1) 	Army workshop were located i n  uait by ~arious 
fjpocial. sorvicee off icers  w h  bad :ram !-its, and t ‘an 
oponed a smo31 workroom i n  which tho nen could use t h w ,  

(2) 	 A t  rxlrfields, t h o  Eiglith P 2 r  Fcrcs  w&9 notably ac t ivc  
md omly i n  a 6 t 8 b l i s i b g  Vorksl~opsand oncoura&inp;the 
mor. tx i160 t h m  freely, Thu ground crovrs had available 
t lmo f o r  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  bathrean tho  d y a r t u r e  and r o t m n  
of  t!ieFr aircraft. Plenty o f  machino tools and auttablc 
materids voro Qth n d .  %le men worc l d w y  trained in 
bing t l l n g s  w i t h  their !!and6 and tliuri f o u d  groat  re-
l i a f  from m m t d  s t r a l n  i n  e n g  all manncr of  gadgets 
end Bouveailirs. 

b. h o r i c c .  Lod Cross operated. 

(1) 	 Tho majority o f  workahcp6 I n  t h e  Europoan T!;oatcr Woro 
locatcd iz gonord hospitals and operated urrdor tho 
w p i c o s  of  t h e  Amorican Zed Cross. The workshop 
m u a l l y  consistiad o f  a r o m  o r  rooms abjecout  t o  c r  
in tho h o s p i t d t s  &nerioan k d  Cross clnb. Lany o f  
tlwso w~rlre::ops war0 oporating l o n g  T r i o r  t c  the 
le,unc:ing o f  tho Arts and Crafts  program. Vorkehops 
l ccc ted  in hospitals wore Zaav i ly  pe-tronieod and t!relr 
capacity was gonera l ly  ovortaxod, as t h y  were very 
P o P d = .  

(2) 	 The dmcrican Lad Cross opcrntod workshops i n  a numbor 
o f  t h o i r  lWQ2;cr clubs. F’ho OIQl laSiS W86 on k t G  r@thU’ 
thaz Crafts, because o f  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  mator ia l s  and 
domaEd. 

9. Egui-pmont. 

8. P o o l s  and ac.terials, 

(1) 	 1iitF- tho ozception of t:io Eif$itl* Rrd l intl :  A i r  Forces, 
1rhiC:l >ad Table G f  Eqd)?DCJlt t C C l 6  &Ad W t f t l B S  O f  
salvego mater ia ls  on .Wd,  t h e  @Cetos pert of  the t O c l 6  
and w.kcr le ls  usod in tho w o r b h p 6  ceneowt with t h e  
kits from the Zone of Xritarior. Ihoso vore supplanontd 
by l o c a l  promemenb, p e z t i a f i a r l y  of hoavior t c c l s .  

(2) %a t o  the ahortnge O f  S q p l i O S ,  t!lQ t o o l s  Ivoro adoquato 
f o r  tho - p r o g ”  ne car r ied  out, aiaapt for those nocoseclry 
fo? wrlring motale, when e largo 8 d V 4 e o  s t o c k  wn8 ac-
quisoo 
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b. L i b r w ,  

(1) 	The onlp books available i n  tho rrorksl~opsivme t I l G S 0  
desa~ncdfor beginners. 

(2) 	 eke Chiof of the Handicraft aranc’. was sezt t o  the  Z ~ Z J  
o f  In te r ior  t o  design, write and contract f o r  t,.e c?m-
mercial pr int ing o f  guides for ten crz-ts, a~ tc c l ”  
arlvancod handicraft books. T ~ Qriscal Director, S p m i p i
Services Division, Army Sorvice Farcos, iias a c t k r i z c a  
t o  purclmo 200,000 of  t h s e  guidos for eacL c i  tar 
crafts f o r  the handicraft prugt’an and ?,ma libraries, 
of ton t i t 1 0 6  oach of more advanced hardicraft boc!:s. I 

(Cablo +15026, datod 28 Pcbbl-aarg 1945, fron ~ca+uar:orc, 
Gommunioataom Zone t o  GovernoraIsle.al, dGw Yor:-, ir,  
accordanco with lo t tor  b t o d  24 Jarwry 19$, f r m  C L i g
of Arts and Crafts 3ranch, Ccmvxicetioos %ne, t c  Ci: ieC :I’ 
S p o c i d  and Information Sorvicas, Zoz3mtors ,  COW-
aicat ions Zcno,) Thcso guides did not 6 t W t  arrlvisg
uti1 August 1945. 

10. 	 Value of Program. 

a. IhDrapoutic Valu .  The handicrsft progan was fcund t o prc-
dacn excellent r e v d t s  amongst convaloscont b p i t a l  y t i c n t s  a d  reLr-aiLi-
tatdon pat ia nts .  

b. V a l u e  f o r  Ab10 Bodied Personnol. 

Brnoogst able bodied troops, tho small 8Mur.t of K-
perionce prior tc 8 bky 1945 s!rpirct thnt tix morde 
v a l ~o f  t 4 prcgram varied greatly. 

Excopt i n  isetances of ir.dividud e~ths iasm,  t!a 
morale valuo for the combat soldim os dnQ vas v a q -
srnall. 
The numbcr o f  mon n t  ccmbat rest ccl;t;rs usicg their 
fw hours in tlds mama wag VOW S G ~ .  

Handicraft ldta were b e ~ a f i c i e lt c  t:x morale cf  ccri 
at ieoleted posts, such as rGdar, cIlitBrry pol ice  
ma a t i - a i r c r a f t  unite. 

HAndicreft worksbops provoa pcpdor !fit:: t r c q s  I n  t2.a 
Oommunicatiox Zono and with gmtL;d crows at elr  fc rce  
installations. 

Subsopuont oxperionco indicates t bt  Idts vculd kcve 
provon banoficial t o  t h o  morde Cf  trGoF6 v i t h  i d l a  
horns $0 SpomI, suck. RB t h 6 0  on  trevpr~rtsz . 8  in 
stngink are#. 

11. Function. 


is, Handicrafts plw an important part ir,mainteining ar r*14 
building morde amongst jiospitd and re,hbillta$ion c o n t x  pat ients .  
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15. Distr ibut icn of  Su?vlioe.. 
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sE(YPI0E 2 

LEcotammom 

The General. hoard rocommods that: 


17. 	 A l u d i c r a f t  pro@an b e  r e t a i n e d  as a war Dopwtment ac t iv i ty :  

a. 	 For t h e r g o n t i c  v.ao in hospitals. 

b. As rocreat ionel  program f o r :  

(1) 	‘dospitaA pot icnts .  

(2) 	 Able bodicd troop6, except thosa m a g e d  i E  combat. 

13. i?esponaibility, including adminiatraticc, prJcurolPO3r and d i e  
t r ibu t ion .  f o r  the  aroft-am ba divide6 as follows: 

B, 	 Therapeutic use-to t h e  Surgeon General. 

b. Lecrontioml uso-to Spacial Services Division, Wer Doport-
mnt, which w i l l  roqriest such assls tanco from tho baric&? Zed Cross as 
may be desired. 

19. Planning ar.d procurcnont bo put on a Bound 3asi6, after f u r t h a  
rcsoarch and invest igat ion i n t a  e o l d i o r  domand. 

20. 	 I n  t h o  Drommmont Rnd dis t r ibu t ion  of supplios: 

a. Handicraft r w  m a t o r i d s  bo mado available upon roqulai t ion 
t!rrougfi ss tabl ishod c b n o l e .  

b. Heavier t o o l s  t.% those found i n  ! i t s  be modo avai lsblo o n  
roqul s i t ion. 

C .  nul usa bo mado of ealvaged m d  captur~d  matoriala. 

d. 	 Tho riglit of r o c p i s i t i o n  in O E ~ Wto r r i to ry  bo uaod. 

8. Hospiids bo given first priority on supplios, and isolntod 
and inact ive u d t a  bo givoa socord. 

21, 	 Vorkshops bc oatnblishsd et: 


a, A I 1  gonerd  :mapi:als. 


b. 	 A l l  roidorcomont dopots ard 6tegiUg a r m s .  

c. 	 A l l  s t a t i c  ins tQla t ions .  
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