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LIBRRY SERVICE
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1. Library Service in the 4
=L e army.  The United Stotes .y is by
i?r;gi:::hdigzgibgtpr of reading material in the world.u Dur:{:i t;.et;.;ntb
mnite more ; :r axg.mpl..a ) 1l‘.he arnly Librery Service shippeduio c*:ersca-s
e ServicosnEdzzigiiho? mdividug magezines end elmost Tive rdllion
: ¢ OTOOVET, the skelves of ammy liprartes boc
i ehe oY 1S4 s the my 2ibraries soth
magazines.e of the Interior and overseas besr meny millions of bocks wnd

2. R i :
volums of 1?adin 28 a iorele Factor. The army distrioutss this trezendous

ooks and nagezines ang meinbains this extensive liopery soter
bocause reading hes constifuted in this war an mn::rtant zo;ii‘f?;:zg;tgi;
all branches of the scrvice, Roeding hes helped to maintein morale in
places where no other recreation was possible, it hes kept men in the ree
motest corners of the world in touch with american 2ife end idesls and
has helPed tham to forget the troubles ang disconforts of the mox:a;:n. It
18 significant thet a research study made by the aray in .ugust 1644, ree
vealed that three out of four men assigned to service units in Englard
considered it "very dmportant® or "fairly important for them to have
hooks to read in their leisure timel

3. [Iheater Librery Program.

a. Historical data, Until the end of 1943, the Lducation
Branch of the Special Services Division, Services of Supply, Eurcpean
Theater of Operations, looked upan Librery service zs little nore than 2
funotion of supply. No attempt was made to formulete on overall theater
plan, In Jenuary 1944, a Library Section was set up in the Sducation
Brineh and charzed with the mission of organizing a thecter Ubrary oro-
gram and of giving technical assistance to the orgenization and operstiop
of libraries. . great desl of plenning wes done betusen Jsnuery end
November 1944, but it was felt that the operation of a librery nrogran as
a function of the Education 3i:nch made for 2 lack of emphasis on the
provision of recreations) reeding. It was therefors decided in Hovesmber
1944, to reorganize the Library Section 26 the Library Branch of the
Special Services Division, Spacial end Informetion Scrvicess Thls re-
orzanization brought about a closer lisison with the lrmy Library Sorvice,
a special services function in the lar Department, and mede possible the
vlanning of & theator Library program in which regreationa.l reading wee
emphasized, although the educational and informationel aspects of recading

were certainly not nezlected.

b. Mission. is carried out by the Librery Brench, the mission
of the library program in the European Theater was io satisfy all reading

needs of all military porsonnel.

¢. Responsibility, In order to accomplish thls mission, the
Library Branch was charged with the responsibility for:

{1) The develogpment of plans, policies end srocedurss for
-1 -
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(2)

(3)

(4)
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the administration and supervision of library service
in the Buropsan Theater.,

The proouremsnt and distribution of reading materials,
including the automatic isaue of magazines and armed
Services Editions.

The preparetion of courses and supervision of the
progrem of training for library personnel.

«wrising &1l echelons of command on all technical mat-
tera pertaining to army libraries,

SECTION 2
TYPES OF LTBR..RY SERVICE

h. Distribution of E:sendsble Resding Meterials. ZFupendable read-
ing meterials madec svailable to troops in the Ewropeen Theater consisted
in the main of sets of .rmed Scrvices Editions and ponular magezines,

a.

b.

Description and Basis of Issus.

(1)

(2)

3

arned Services Editions (Also knowm za "Council Books"),
These are paper—bound resrints of current best sellers,
popular claseics, end other books of general interest,
spocially manufactured for distribution to american
soldiers and sailors oversess. The basis of distribution
18 one aet of 40 titles ser month for each 150 men or
mejor fraction thereof; one set for sach 50 hospltial
beds end one set for eech small wsteched unit of less
then 150 men.

Unit Set of legszines, The Unit Set of liagezines was
developed as a means of sstting populer mazzzines to
overseas soldiers repidly and in large guantities.

Thoee sets contedn about 25 merzzines eech, and are dis-
tributcd weekly to all overseas units. wbout 100 copies
of 27 dAfferent magazine titles are so distributed each
month, Tho bagis of distribution is the same as for
.rmod Services Editions,

LC le~agipe Unit Sete. The distribution to overseas
YIL unite of a specisl sot of megazines of feminine
interest wes borun eerly in 1945, -This set is issued
monthly, and consists of one copy each of 10 megezines.
Tre '~ uls of distribution is one sct per month for each
50 "0 enlisted porsonnel, or major fraction thereof,
one set for esch isclated . C unit irrvspoctive of size
of unit, and one set for each hospital for the use of
hospitelized WiC enlisted personnel,

Yicthods of Distribution. Two methods of distribution were
uscd to get thess expendable resding matcriels into the hends of troops in
the Eurcpcan Theatcr, The bulk of the distribution was hamdled by the
Jrmy Postal Scrvice. The Second method used was the roquisitioning and
distribution by spcciel services officers of extra sets and overruns.

€Y

Distribution through .mmy Postal Service. From the fall

of 1943 to Juae 1944, ~rmed Services Editions and Unit
Seta of iagazines were sent through postzl channcls to
units in accordance with a mailing 1ist preparcd at the

- 2 -
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New York Port of Zmbrrketior. In Juse 194, il was de-
clded to set up the controls in the Eungxa;z 'Ih:'atZr.
Under 't:his schemo, ecch unit sppearing on the 21l Dis-
tribution Scheme is notcd and its nams sont by the Lis-
rary Brench to the Hue York Port. The sirength of areh
wnit is checked zzzinst sachine recorde Uit strenath
roports and allocation is made on the besls indleated in
paregreph 4a sbove, The chief sdventegs ¢ tris tuto~
metic distribution through sostel chaomdls s Shet it
mekes possible the most rapid delivery to the wsing wnit.

(2) Distribution by “pecisl Scrvicss Offiecrs, The pxolusive
use of postel channcls doss nob provide sdequetoe sup-
plics of rcading metorials for rest camps and lesvy,
staging and embarkation areas, for reinforcement dujots
ard for organized libreries not 1isted on the :dl Diz-
tribution Scheme, .lso, the mevement of wnits f¥en one
PO to enotper delays mail delivery. It was theveiors
doclded to requisition bullc suppliss of those catoriels,
1o be £llocabed to the major commonds Tor distridution
to the erccs described ebove. For exemnls, it weE Ye-
¢ucsted that € 400 sots of .amed Surviees biltions 20T
month be shipped %o the Europeen Tpeater for the six-
month jericd beginning Fobruary 1945, Tawse fuersitjes
wore not plweys recelved, endes @ reault, thesc croze
viors not edeguately covsreds

c. Use During Operations. From the very begirning, emphesis VEs
placed on the uss of these metcriels rether then on thelr aroscrvction.
For oxample, very fev of tho hundrods of thousands of .rped Scrvicss
Bditions that hid been distributed to them wrée left bokdnd by iroepe ir-
volved in the pre-invasion cxercises, ormed Survicds Sditions wre rezd
in the mershalling areas bofore D-Day, on landing ercft, in fexkoles on
the Mne, in rest camps, in hospitels, in reinforeemitt 'degnts , @8 .\L
as in dayrooms, Mibrerice and billcte, Thoy swre paSs=G froz zen t2 sk
until worn out. No botter indication of treir popul:‘r_ity ~+ith trocps call
be offervd than the quick responsd to non~rocscipt of thacsc g‘f.t;.ris%s e
by units in the #1c1d3sk.. 1eeding articlo in tho 273 June 1945 Lesus of th
Saturday Evening Post tclls of the veguynoss wth vhich phess booxf u.,; 5
roccivod and road in el sorts of situctions, both combat end ROL-AOLIE

. Fixcd Librerics. Static ldbrary feeilitics ovailsble to_‘t:]".“(::';ps
in rcg.r aFrcas ra;{,od Trom & sholl of books to lerge org_m}zegl ;cit.\.;» ‘l-iiin..
housed in scparate Yording Toome end scrvicod by full {5t “'-"'-:’.;“-’;lk- T
ncl. Date contadnoed in tho #Gonsolidated report basm‘!’ ar.tsv...;o; t;(
1ibrery scrvico roport subuitted by 338 u!{its i thfd x:cﬂ ;:1 for ¢ par
period 1 July to 31 Doocubcr 19, " Y 'tfo consm;,r'h"‘: s-.crign u;aits and
T ne Librayy sorvico sltustion @ 1t pertpined 10 B remerte roccived
air fopce unita during the puriod indlcetels 0f the 33 mt; - t’n-'.-b;zsc’
110 werc roceived frou hospitalss 84, moxe reecived £yom W

scetions other then hospitels; znd b were r:cuivm? frgn Er.::’;: in i:.}:‘;rts
Fighth and Ninth _4r Forcus and in the Firs;, T.cthcel -4 Foree. WE
were not yoceived £rom unite of the ground forces,
a, MNumber of Tcoiuitics. jorc then mec—fﬁbheiif 31}1.' ur:zs
’ 7 o £ 445 WLDrS SOL-
reporting had 1ivrary Tacilitics of some wt:::r :oi?scc tgr“ it T
what boktor provided 0¥ put only of ot i soction Wb the
1ibreries. The First Pacticel hﬂi t}:; E;n;:ni;r i3 g:;; | ‘ion; 0Bt e
2 Wi ; LD . H % : SDES
:‘fﬁieb?ﬁe;ﬁhﬁigﬁﬁfémym, had library sreilitics in 9o O3 its
instellations.

-3 -
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be Neture of Feellitics The paturc of

. - ' o} these ? <
Iariegi gmﬁgtly from unit to ?nit. Some hospitzls rcnorti?;‘a‘gaiazﬁg‘.{i::
¥ oquippoed roeding and writing roams, while some besc scetion units l;e; -
orly a book shelf in en ordurly room oy supply room. In 375 of thuse in
;tzﬁa:;o:;cm:z %g}lrg?y ;:a.s located in the cempeny deyroon' Hosv-i;:{s :.;n

e i -4 Force werc rathur we " e £

recroation halls, but other organizations fotltizca-kgs:a:car:r;{ :'i;'xcrxoi';."
much less satisfactory livrary facilitics, 0.5 six mar cunt of“'un‘i:s“ '
reporting locatcd thelr library facilitics in ¢ seperete reding room.

¢« Book Stack, Koet of the units hed fower tha 1
available to thcir mon, Only the hospitel group end m?uﬂmiﬁghw;:o};‘tnc
reported 2 substanticl numbcr of units uith morc than 1,000 books; ths )
_s‘ama two Broups elso hed the most units with more then 2,500 'aooz:é.

hiirty-nine units, or 10¥ of the totsl ruporting, hed no tooks eveilohlc
at all, The 299 units heving books aveilsbls to thoir mon ported o totsl
of 378,000 books, of which thc hospitels had morc then 150,000 en2 the
Eizhth Jdr Force had 137,000, Thc romaining 91,000 were ebout cgurily
divided botwoan tho bese soction units, the Winth .ir Fore., =nd “the Fimt
Tueticel Air Ferec,

6. Eobile Librevy Sorviee,
e gpocisl Sorvicas Compsny.

(1) Composition and lission. Onc library technicisn wes in-
cluded in sach platoon of eseh spceial scrvicus company,
The mission of these tuchniciesns was to operate a moolle
librery sorvico, v.g., to bring reeding metorisls to cope
bst troops not serviced by en orgenized librery., In
order to accomplish this mission each coapeny wes pro=-
vided with four %C" Kits, each of whick contzined 1,500
papur-bolnd books and 100 cloth-bour.d books. In crder
to supplement this initiel stock, & monthly allocetion
of sots of megazines and .rmcd Scrvices Editions wes
meds to aach company,

(2) Treining. Library tcchniciens of speelel scrvices
companics in the Europcen Thostor wers givin speeisl
treining on two occasions. In ilerch 19uk, e spocicl
three day coursc to zequeint those techniclsns with
thoir sion with respect to combst troops wes given in
London »gm ¥ey 1945, & onc wmock coursc was held in
Paris? Tho curricwlum in ths lattor coursc wes thne same
es that given to unit librariens with spocisl cophesis
on the nceds of speeiel scrvices comprnics.

(3) Porformange., Oncrationsl deta supplicd by commendeTs
of spucial scrvicos companics &rc zimost unenlmous o
tho offcet thet the HCH Kit wes wunsuitid for ficld
opuretions. ieny of the compenics used }huir nee Kits
ee londing librerics while based in the Undted Kingdan
during tho pcricd precading D-Pay, but ficld meteu—
vors revealod that the ceses were too bulky to bc‘
moved around £8 offen &s uss NCCCSIETY, and thet St was
not poasible during combat to meintein lccding ‘hbrarins
for troops of division level or louer. Thcrefore, most
of thuso kits wecre turned in before the comoonics ce-
borkad for tho Continent. Under sctur) combat conditicns
it wes found that much greaier Coversgn and flc::d.bilih;-
of opcration wes obteined by the liberal distribution of
.rmed Scrvices Editions and Unit Scte of iazzzines.

k-
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b. Bookmobilcs, Vi :
instellatsen m_cg ) ‘ch.iclca conwrtid inbo mobile libvarius br thc
Such use was of -9 Wore not uscd during the perfod of oncrations,
until Logust bysi;iszccl fc:nt:’h ° ;pri:g Teaiis bt Lo projist xis 1iliye
o 4 Yy of vehiclcs, From Scplezb.r to Deocep.y 15
37 trucks, 2% ton, Signel, lodal K-$0, were 4 1nt0 moveie s T3
" K - ers converted into Kobgic
and ellocated to the arjor commands for wso in the occupetig:gg:c-t:i
Reports of fiold operetions indicatc a high degice of pomulerity z:..-nr-»
troops, Those rcports indicete thet hed theso bookronilcs boen avu‘.i:b olc
cerlicr, they would have pluggod meny of the gps in librery scrvize,

They could have baen used by special scrviccs companics to eorve rust grass
izd ormy ang corpiv;.rzops. They would heve buen idepl in the commuwnder-
ons zone for scrvicing small end isolcted detechments - 01N )
organized libraries, Fehntats wifout cosess te

SECTION 3
L.TERT 1S

Stendard Scte Propercd in the Zono of the Intiriar.

_ &+ Refurcnce Book Kit (RS Kit) consistod of 100 sloth-ceurd
books of rofcronce, pecked in a sholved erats. Kits wirs slloeited ﬁ
units not eligivle to rcecive an RB Librery (swo parrgrest To toles: )

n 1 Documber 1945, 531 KB Kits had been 2lloeeted to tis = dor commrndstd

b. Rofurence and fccreationel 3ook Librery (8B Lizrery; com-
sisted of 500 cloth~bound books, ineluding the 100 ref.runce bedks of the

RB Kit plus 400 zdditionel volumes of fiction and non=-fiction, the
packed in five sholved crates. 4 fuw of those librerics hid twn
able during 1943, but it wes not until latc in 1944 thot swbstenticl
quantitics began to b recoived in the Buropeen Thortor, o Totel of 1,800
RB Librerics hed becon rcguisitioncd in the spring of 1944, in opder to
implomont thu post-hostilitics librery progrem, Thc R3 Libriry bocam:,

in the Buropoen Theeter, tho cors of the undt library, end wee loested
on the basis of ono per 3,000 mendt On L Docegber 1943, 1,562 B Litrirics

hed beon ellocated bo tic major commends}’

i1~

c. Paper Bound Kit (PB Kit) consistcd of 500 misccllanccus
papcr-bound books and pamphlots, including both fiction and non-fictiorn.
Thoec beeams availeble in 1943, but were grodwlly supnleated by Lrmed
Scrviccs Editions. . fuw were still availrble in Fobruery 1945, 2nd wers
#lloceted to units not cligible to reccive =n BB Librory (o peresraph
T above).

d., U Kit. Sec peregroph 6 zbove,

¢, Lrmed Scrvices Editions. Sce parcgriph 4 ~bovi.

£, Unit Scte of Megezines, Sue peragraph & cbovi.

g, ' Mogezine Unit Sct. Sec paragreph 4 rbove.

8., Othcr Reeding listerizls.
catcd in paragreph 7, books end megaz
sources:

In addition ta the stenderd scis ldi-
incs were obtaincd from th. following

the fell of 1941, ccrtuin civitien

. ¥ ¥ Book Conp aign, In > n elvidean

or anizetions iflmt):o Tmitod States conductcd a drive to obt;.:ln t;:rl‘m:%_ior
bogks for the use of the emmed forecs. Somc of the books thus eoli.cte

were ahipped to this theeter in 1942,

b, LW Eits. In 1963, the thoete T reguisitioned over & million



new books. In Novembuy of that yoar those b

scrios of librery kits callad "LY Kitst® 0mhcee kits we

; i < rc 21locat. -
types of units in the United Kingdom until D-Day, after wkclich ;ictsht; i
were rescrved for the use of hospitals. By jupust 1944, depot stocks of
L' Kits hed beon exheustod, To a large extent thoss kits mede up the

tibraries of hosplials, posts, and air force stetions in the Unitid King-
om,

ooks mere essamtled into @

¢, New Book Kits. In lizrch 1945, the Europeen Thocte
tho ‘Jar Department thet thore was en ov .rw}’\elm%ng dc.npmnd :hmong :oigﬁ:?:or
more fiction end important current non-fiction® It wes pointed out that
thoso demends could not bo satisfied by the stenderd book sets currently
belng received. It wes rocommonded that the “ier Dovartmont meke eveilable
a monthly sulection of 50 new books, distributed £s follows: 15 bost
seliors, 10 wasterns, 10 mysteries, 10 miscellancous currcnt irportsnt
non-fiction, and five volumes of humor. New book kits prepered s 2
result of this recomuendation begen to errive in July 1945, .. totel of
536 :erw book kits had boon allocated to the major commands by 1 Decemb.r
1945+

d. Bogks Purchased in the Theetcr, This sourcc wee ospeeislly
valuablc during tho broekdown in meil dulivery of .umcd Scrvices Editions
and Unit Sects of Magrzines ceuscd, in Novembor 194k, by shipping srioritic:
and by tho shunting ceico of these metirizls in fivor of Christois
packages. An wairzoncy purchase of books wes mrdc fram Frris book die—
tributors; from tims to tiec, purchzscs hrve zlso bucn mede from distritu-
tors in Englend, Sweden nd Switg: rlend, It is unfortunate thut thesc
sourcas were not uscd to en wen groetor extont.

a., Magazincs Published in tho Therter. Originelly, copivs of
Tmo and Ncwswook Wiro inmcluded in the Unit Sct of Megrsincs, This proved
unsatisfectory bcoeusc of the timc Leg beticon publicstlon of th&..s-: timly
nows mrgnzincs in the United Stetcs end tholr delivery to ¢hi unit ov.r-
sops. Therofors, Spoeirl Scrvices mede erranguments for the printing of
thoso two megezince cnd Roader's Dipcgt in Peris from offsct plrtes floun
from Now York. Beginning with the July 1945 issucs, distridbution wes nadc
dircatly to sll orgenizctions via tho lrmy Postal S;rvif:u on tne b-sis of
two copios of orch argezinoe per 150 men, or mejor frretion thersof; two
copiocg of cach per 50 hospital beds; and two copics ner iseletid devcche
mont+? .8 o rusult, thesc mrgnainos were in the hands of treops &t least
thrco wooks earliir than under the previous srrangement,

£, Books through Inter-Librery Loen. The fzeilitics of tho
lerger United Kingdom end Gontinentel librerics were made :vailsblc to
‘mcyican troops in Junc 1945, whan arrengomonts Woro completed for the
loen, upoimaapplice.tion , of non-fiction rording rmetcrials from these

librarios:

9. Book Selcction Poliey.

od i the Library

&, Gengral, Books purchascd in this thoster by
Branch wore selocted in cecordenco with principlos sct forth in parzgraph
9, T 28-305, Smell .my Librerios, 2 Fovember 1944.

i i vidence to indicste thet tic

b, Duplication of Titles., There is ¢ : st
potontial I.'lse of oloth-bound books shipped into thc:uEuropuun 'I‘:h:.t;:rgiu:hc
Yar Depertmunt hee boon greetly wockendsd by duplic..t.%iz{ a::ucrnscr o 5aes
cclloctions. Thus, there were only 1898 diffc-l'f-'{ltﬂtlf (3] 3’:0 "%ar Wl
titles included ir the wllcctigx; of :::kiv:c;:gﬁic t:g: bt el

0] £31 30 Scptember 1945 8 exccss Lice nee

g.‘ig:."l;ny rcs?:urcog such worker then would bo true with morc eercfully co-

ordinated book soloction.
-6~
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SECTION 4
PERSONNEL

10. ZImportepcs. It was recogniscd in tho spring of 1944 that the
library program would b offcctive only if it were opcrated on &ll levols
by adequate and compotont personncl. Centinuous offorts were nede through-
out thoe Burcpeen cempeign to bring the meximum numbcr of professional
librarians into tho librery scrvice and to carry out programs for ths
training of non-professional saldier-librarians,

11. Professional Personncl.

a. Militery Personnel. In Jenuary 1944, the first officer, a
trained librarian in civilizn lifo » wes assigned to the library program,
It was not until .ugust 1944, that additional professional librarians in
military status were sssigned to the Library Branch, but by 8 May 1945,
there wore 10 officers end enlisted mon, all professionel librarians,
assigned to the top level of tho library progrem, Lowcr commands, however,
found it impossiblo to obtain similer personncl to iirect their programs.

b, Civilian pcrsonncl. Beceuse of this scarcity of professional
personncl for tho fiold opcretion of library servico, it wes decided in
December 1944 to procurc o number of army Odvilien Librarians fram the
Zone of tho Interior for assignment to the major commands. Becausé of
administrative difficultics, thesc librarians did not begin to arrive
until sbout 8 May 1945. 3Bofore assignmont, cach civilian librarian
vecoived treining ot tho School for Unit ILibrarisns. iost of the 100 army
Civilian Librerians in tho thecatcy in December 1945, supcrvisvd non—
profcssional librarisns in the orgenizetion and sdministration of unit
libraries. Othcr librerians operated the 37 bookmobiles in scryvico in
the occupation zonc,

12, Non-Professionr]l Porsonncl,

a. Training. In ordur to ineurc uffcctive library servico at
the wnit level, it was docided to begin a training progrem for soldiers
essigned or to bc assigncd s uniy librorians. accordingly, on 2 April
1945, two Schools for Unit Librerians, cech providing gae wegk courses,
wore esteblishod simultaneously in London &nd in Parisi? Later ; the two
schools combincd operations in Paris; in august 1945, the school moved to
Obcrammergen, Gormeny, whore it functioncd until 13 October 1945. On 26
Novembor 19%5, the school bogan opcrations on a mobile basis, moving from
command to command.

b. Guide for the Opcration of Smell srmy Librerics. TM 28-305

Small .y Librarics, wes primarily concemed wth the needs of army
libraries in the Zonc of thc Intcrior and was thus of little use to non-
profossional soldicr librerians in an oversees theator. 4 manual more
portinent to ovorscss opcretion was thorefore proparcd. The Guide for

Tho Opcration of Smell ..rmy Librrrics, published in .pril 1945 by Special
Scrvicos, Earopeen Thoetor of Operations, wea designed as en introduction
to the prineiples of organizetion and opcretion of small army librarles in
the Europcan Thestcr, Tho gulde considors in detail the most efficient
use of availeblo resding matcrizle and describes the plege of tho libriry
in tho recrostional and Information-Education programs.

c. Field Scrvice. .8 indiected above, formal treining courses
for non~-profcssional librariens wero not bogun untdil Jpril 1945. It was
thoroforc ncecossery durlng the precoding period to carry on an sxtensive
field scrvice. Tho Chicf of the Librery Branch visited tho field in order
to advise special scrviccs officors end thelr unit librarians on all
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metters purteining to tho administration and operation of their librarics,
This scrvico was continucd after 8 May 1945 as & supploment to the moroe

cxtonsive supcrvision cavrelsed by the .omy Civilian Libraxisns in the
variocus commends,

SECTION 5
CONCLUSIONS

13. Gonerel. From the amell peaper-bound "Council Books! reced by men
in foxholis to tho largo libreries in reer erces, librery scrvice consti-
tutcd an importent pert of spociel scryiccs ectivitics., Tho library pro-
grem supplicd rcercationzl end oscape resding for mon undor difficult com-
bat conditions, good litcrature for men who onjoy roeding and for meny who
loarncd to cnjoy it, end importaznt books of currcnt affeirs to aid men in
undarstanding the wer end the rcasons for fighting.

14. Planning, “hatever deficloncies were prosont in tho librery pro-
grom during tho operationsl period mworo related in large measurs to tho
fact thet affective plenning for librery sorvice did not begin until
Jenuary 1944, whon the librrry scction woe est-blishcd in the Education
Branch and cherged ith orgenizing ¢ theatcr Ubrery progrem. Thie
planning wes largcly conccrncd with the procurcmont of metericls and the
provision of scrviccs for the redcployment end ogcupstion puriods. Hom-
cver, thoro is cvidcmec to indicate that the immedieto nsods of the
oparationad peried wers elways given first priority,

15. TIypos of Librcry Scrvice.

a, Distribution of Expondrble Reedi terinls. Doliviry on an
eutonietic basis through postal chenncls wes found to be tho best mcthod of
gotting thoso metorinls to troops, but distribution of bulk supplics by
apocial scrvicos officcrs hed to be omployed in order to trko caru of rest
camps, orgenized librrrios, units cleiming delayod receipt through postal
cshetnels, ote,

b. Fixod Librorica. This distribution wes supplomented in the
reer arces by the orgenization of fixed librerics, renging in sizc from a
fow books in an orderly room to largoe collections houscd in separate rozd-
ing rooms,

¢, Hobile Libr ry Scrviec,

(1) S8pcciel Sorvicos Company. Tha librery mission of the
speeizl sorvices company was successfully accomplished
only. whan tho library technicians were sble to meke
liberel distribution of .omed Scivicus Editions end Unit
Sots of Magezines, Tho four "CV" kits originally issuod
to cech comprny proved totclly unsuited for use during
combst opurations,

(2) Boolmoyiles, Vchicles comvertcd into bookmobilcs were
not utilized until woll eftcr 8 ey 1945. This form of
mobile-library service proved extrcmely popular with
troops, and should havo boon provided during active
opcretions in the Buropcen Thestor.

16, Hoteriels. Boceuse of the letu date ot which planning for'
library service wes bosun, not cnough cloth-bound books were avallablc in
the Europcan Theetir during opcrations. Thercforo, the distribution of
gsuch items as the OB Library could not bo made to & low cnough lovel,
Furthormoro, thoro wes & lack of sufficient quantitics of importent
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currcnt cloth-bound books, including best sellcrs, to enliven the col-
lections of organized librerics,

17. Pecrsohnel.

a. Professicnel Personncl. Sufficient profcssionsl personnel
was prosent at thc thcater level, but the library programs of lower com-
mands wore not steffed with this type of perscnnel until after 8 May 1945.
Civilien librerians, brought inte the Europcan Thestur too late for use
during the period of opcrations, made a distinet contribution to the
library program,

b, Non-orofcssional poresonncl. Not omough librarics were
oncrated by full-time, adequabcly tralnod, non-profcssionel ¢nlisted
librerians. The traihing program for unit librariamns, while cxtromcly
successful during the occupstion period, was inaugurated too late to be
of any offcet during operations.

SECTION 6
18, The General Board recommcnds that:

&. ldbrery sirvice in en active theatcr be orgenized on 2
theator basis with administretive control similer to the prescnt servico
comnand orgend.zation in the Zone of thc Interior.

b. Expendsble books end megazines constitute the bulk of
roading matcrials distributed.

c, Primery diatribution of expcndeble reading matcrials be made
by direct mail on an cutometic issue basis, and that bulk supplics bo
medo availeble for distribution by spoeial scrvicos of ficers and spscial
services companics,

d. The broed bese of the library program in rezr grses be the
unit Yibrery, consisting of initlel colloctiohs of about 500 books, and
serving a battalion, or approximetcly 1000 men, and thet orgenizetions
and posts of varying strengths bo taken cerc of on a proportionato besis.

o. Adogquate ouantitics of cloth-~bound books, including current
fiction and non-fiction, bo mrdo gvailable for tho usc of fixecd and mobile
librerics.

£. .11 reading meboriels aveilsble within the unit be centralizod
in tho unit library.

& lagesincs of curront nows velus Yo published in the theater,

h, Jrmy and corps troops and smell end isoletcd detschments be
scrviced by mobile librarics.

i, Militery pcreonncl with a background of profossionel librery
training bc assigned vhore possible to the librery program, end that suf-
ficient quentitics of .ymy Civilian Librerians be requisitionoed from thae
Zono of the Interior,

J.- & professionslly trained librarian, in oithir militery or
civilian status, bo in chargé of tho librery progrem in cach .mmy, air
Forec and besc scction, and thet Jamy Civilian Libreriens supirvise the
programa of subordinetc commands,
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k. Training of non-professionel persanmel be tho responsibility
of the theater librery officer,
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Print the complete address in plain letters in tie manel delow and
your return address in the swace provided on the ri:ght. Tse t§pm£ter
dark ink, or dark pencil, Taint or small writing is no: suitable far '
photographing.

To: Chief Special Sv Officer  Fron: Cpl Zad Bousaues,
4PO 587 AST 1112530
cfo B, F.Y,C., U.Y. 355 Sig Sv Co,

20 556, efo E

CEi"SORS'S STAMP 6Z0 INSTRUCTION KO. 2  (SEVDIR'S COIPLTTE 4TOFESS
A0T3)

July 2, 1945

Dear Sir:

This is being written by the representative of a fean of
eight enlisted men and one officer, We are a commuilcations teas
and located on a mountain top near Sohenpelsenberg, Gerzany. ‘e are
out of reading material at present and we ers having difficulyy
getting even one or two megazines from larger wnits, An article in
the Stars and Stripes mentioned your effice, Sir, end so I an earing
you, if 1t is at all possivle, please drop us a few Vocks oT Bega-
zines, Please 40 not worry about dates becmuse anytlizng regarding
resding matter would be very welcome,

By using the above Toturn address the melerial woald Teack
us very well,

Sincerely,

/8] Cpl Ro® Bousgued

A CERTIFIED TRUE COPY:

P s
G Vi<

Major, Infantry
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MILITARY GOVERNWELT
TETACHWEN?
11663

27 Fane 1245

SUBJECT: Council Booka..
70 t The Chief, Special Services, Hg, ET0, APG 377,

L. Ve ers a milifary ogvermment detachment, situsted iz a
smell town, with little to do in our leisurs time but read. Zaving
very little other than the Stars and Stripes amd Yezi tc pass of?
hours with, the article appearing in the Stars and Strives Vagasine,
Sunday, 24 June 1945 was avidly read by the entire dstachmest.

2. Is it possidle that Council Backs can be brekea down fer
gmaller unite? Ve would be more than willing fc pess cur shara ¢f
the aistridbution on te other MG detachments,

3, Military Goveramest will undoubbedly be here for a leng time
and the future would lock very much mere plessant 1f ue mew we wera
going to get reading material regulerly.

4, Our request sleo applies to the magazines menbicned in the
article. We are 7 men and four cfficers,

s/ [t/ Sidner Zrusger
el / ZTec ki, Chie? llerk

A CERTIFIED TRUE COPY:

. l ,. -
A @1‘%* pros

Hajcr, Infantry

Appendix 2

1
je
o
[[%]
1o
fomt
1<)
1
]
[1-]



