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CR;PTER 1 

PRISCMERS OF !‘/.iR 

BECECN 1 

1. Plonncd Procedure. 

a: The procedure f o r  t h e  Ocllection a n 3  evacuation of prison-
ers of sflr is s e t  f o r t h  in F i c l d  ~vlmuusls19-5,29-5 acd 100-10, as nod-
i f i e d  i n  t h o  &ropean ThL?tar by EliropcLn Theater of Operations Stand- 
i n 5  Opcrst i rg  Frocc9tlre b7umbfr 1 , dstcd 21 J*me 1944, and l a t e r  super- 
seded by a s tanding opcrnting p r  cedurc d i ted  3 Decenber 1944,and 12th 
Amy Group idminis t rn t ive  Stnndihii; Cpernting Procedure dated 18 October 
1944. Theso rloCumnts d i r e c t  thrt  co?p.inios escor t  t h o i r  p r i sone r s  cf 
war t o  h t t a l i o n  c c l l e c t i n g  poinks,  badtaliono escort  t o  rcg inente ;  re& 
icxnts  escor t  tc, diviSicn c o l l e c t i n g  points  ?thoro m i l i t e r g  p o h x  take 
charge 1 t h a t  the nmr evacuate f 3 o s  d iv is ion  c a l l c c t i n g  poin ts rkowqny 
prisoner of wr inclosuro Bk snd t jht the  cor.ulunicntiomzone evacu?te 
pr i soners  of .;Jar froin the  nnny inz losures  t o  the c o n t r a 1  inclosures .  
Thi planned procedure f u r t h e r  provided thn t  a corps, p e r t  of en amy,  
not  being n o r m l l y  a l i n k  i n  thi: chain of evscustion of pr isoners ,  
should, hovcvcr, norr*-,lly s s t s b l i 3 h  a col loct ing p o i n t  t o  handle s t r a y  
pr i soners  of war cnptured ir. t h e  corps r e m  arm or r e q u i r e d  f o r  i n t e r -
rogat ion purposes. 

b. The planned pMCCdUra conter:pl,ited t h a t  r o u t e s  for t h e  
e m c u l t i o n  cf pr isoners  of war by cm.panias and b c t t a l i o n s  should f o l -
IC?!ChE 1int:s of evacuation of acunded or Tho l i n e s  of n a t u r a l  d r i f t .  
In  a l l  i i g h e r  e l cnun- t s  the  routs6 shouid follow t h e  supply  l i n e  i n  or-
d e r  t c  use supply t ranspor ta t ion ,  notor or r a i l ,  for Chc evacuat ion of 
pr i soners  of v?r. i\ccordingly co l lec t ing  p o i n t s  and i n c l o s u r e s  should 
be Established along supply routes .  

c. This procedure R ~ B Oprovided t h a t  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of prison-
ers should be carr ied on throughout the r o u t e  of ovRcuation by t h e  var-
ious  cmr,md b3helons only t o  the extent  essent ia l  t o  t h e  p s r t i c u l n r  
eo-:-nd. Corps, not  n c r m l l y  ’> l i n k  in t h e  chain of evacuat ion,  should 
keep interrogyt ion t i . n s s  g t  d ivis ion c o l l e c t i n g  p o i n t s ,  or e s c o r t  ccr-
t y i r  pr isoners  of mar :7itli ccrps  n i l i t , : r Y  pol ice  t o  co rps  headquarters  
for  interrogat ion purpcses. 

d. A i l  the  n b v e  pimned procedure Set f o r t h  i n  f i o l d  nnnuals 
and other  documents were followed whenever prac t icable  i n  t h e  mropean
The2tEr. There ‘:rt‘rB, however, nmy var in t ions  which w i l l  be discussed 
lctcr i n  t h i s  study. I n  the ewcus t ion  of pr isoners  of war, experience 
i n  the Jhrop6an Thc2ter has VerifiEd t h a t  commrid r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  thEi 
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accomplishment of t h i s  n i s s i o n  is  e s s e n t i a l ,  In echelons having p r o v o s t  
marshals t h e  d e t a i l s  of evacua t ion  r e s t e d  n i t h  the provost marshal sec-
t ions.  Zxperience d i c t a t e s  t h e  necess i ty  for clear  and concise  s t a t e -
ment of c o m n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  the  evacuat ion from area t o  area and 
f o r  the handling of p r i sone r s  of war enroute .  In  the  European Thea te r  
t h i s  cormnand r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was placed on d i v i s i o n  c o m n d e r s  f r o m  the 
point  of capture  t o  include t h e  d i v i s i o n  c o l l e c t i n g  po in t s ;  on arm 
c o m n d e r s  from d i v i s i o n  c o l l e c t i n g  p o i n t s  t o  include a m  i n c i o s u r e s ;  
and on the  c o m n i c a t i o n s  zone comarider from army inclosures  t o  t h e  
r e a r  thereof .lbTliere were mny ins t ances  Then t h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was 
decentralizEd t o  subordinate  elements.  * O f  t e n  t h i s  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  was 
caused by a lack of means provided for handl ing pr isoners  of w a r ,  thus 
fo rc ing  the use of combat t r o o p s . q  

2. Evacuation During t h e  Operations.  

a. General. Every e f f o r t  had t o  be  made by each e c h e l o n  of 
command t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  next lower echelon of conmand of its p r i s o n e r s  
of war Kith the least delay.  The mavenbent of pr isoners  of war t o  t h e  
r ea r  Bas closely a s soc ia t ed  w i t h  t h e  movement of suppl iea  t o  t h e  f r o n t .  
There via8 no t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  provided i n  t a b l e s  of o rgan i -
z a t i o n  and equipment f D r  t h e  movement of p r i s o n e r s  of war and t r a n s p o r -  
t a t i o n  had t o  be d ive r t ed  a t  times from i t s  primary mission for t h i s  pur, 
pose. Operations i n  t h c  Ehropean Theeter have proved that, empty supp ly  
vehicles  and t r a i n s  are the  on ly  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t h e t  can be depended upon 
t o  be ave i l ab le  d a i l y  over l ong  pe r iods  of ope ra t ion ,  I n  o rde r  t o  use 
supply t r anspor t a t ion  fo r  evacuh t ion  of p r i s o n e r s  of mar most e f f e c t i v e l y  
i t  is necessary f o r  c o l l e c t i n g  p o i n t s  and inclosures  t o  be e s t a b l i s h e d  
along the supply rou te s  and i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of class 1,3 ,  or  5 dumps.4*4 

b. Division. 

Within the d i v i s i o n  and its ecnelons the method of 
col lec$fng and evacuat ing pr isoners  of wr f o l l o w e d  
t h a t  s e t  f o r t h  i n  the planned p o c e d u r e  i n  a n y  in -
s t ances ;  i n  mny other  i n s t a n c e s  the re  were varia-
t ions .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  companies did e s c o r t  t h e i r  pris-
oners of war t o  b a t t a l i o n  c o l l e c t i n g  p o i n t s ,  a l t hough  
ins t ances  a r e  rcportcd i n  nhich the b a t t a l i o n  c o l l e c t -  
ed p r i s o n e r s  of war from companies, u s i n g  a n  impro-
vised e s c o r t  squad. B a t t a l i o n s  mrched  p r i s o n o r s  of 
war to t h e  regimental  c o l l e c t i n g  point  o r  h e l d  them 
u n t i l  a truck l o a d  could be taken t o  regiment.  Trucks 
nere fu rn i shed  a t  times by regiments on c a l l  f r o m  bat-
t a l i o n s ,  I n  many regiments a n  improvised m i l i t a r y  io-
l i c e  p l a toon  Fas formed and the  regiment Gcccpted the 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of evacuat ing p r i sone r s  of Tzar f r o m  but -
t a l i o n  c o l l c c t i n g  po in t s?  From regiment t o  d i v i s i o n  
t h e  Sam6 v a r i d t i o n s  of method and r G s p o n s i b i l i t y  ex-
i s t ed .  Regiments did evacua te  t o  d i v i s i o n  c o l l e c t i n g  
p o i n t s ,  a i d  d i v i s i o n s ,  u s i n g  d iv i s ion  m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e ,  
did evzcuate from r e g i m x t e l  c o l l e c t i n g  p o i n t s .  Gther 
v a r i a t i o n s  from methods s e t  f o r t h  i n  the  p l anned  pro-
cedure Eere t h e  bypassing of a c o l l e c t i n g  p o i n t  of the 
next higher E c h s l o n  because another  c o l l e c t i n g  p o i n t  
mas c lose r ;  and turning p r i s o n e r s  of war loose.on 3 

main supply r o u t e  and d i r e c t i n g  them to  mrch t o  the 
rear i n  hopes t h a t  t h e  nex t  higk,er echelon would p i c k  
them up. This l a t t e r  method Fas deemed necessary by 
S O E  u n i t s  i n  f a s t  moving s i t u a t i o n s  uhen it  eag not 
des i r ed  to lose personnel  by  sendsnng t h e m  to the rear 
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k i t h  p r i s o n e r s  of wr ,  The opinion of  a l l  o f f i c e r s  Con- 
su l te r !  aho have handled p r i s o n e r s  of war i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
and l b a e r  eche lons  f a v o r s  the prOGEdure t h a t  companies 
evacuate  t o  b a t t a l i o n ,  and t h a t  a l l  echelons a ve the  
h a t t a l i o n  evacuate  from the  next  1ov;sr ecbdon? '  It 1s 
r e a l i z e d  t h e t  t h e r e  %illbe s i t u t i t i o n s  i n  stiich t h i s  
procedure rill be v a r i e d .  

(2) 	 Divisions a r e  p r e o t i c a l l y  unanimous i n  the  o p i n i o n  
t h a t  a h igher  eche lon  should evacuate p r i s o n e r s  of 
c a r  from d i v i s i o n  c o l l e c t i n g  poin ts . l*k  mjor reeson 
for t h i s  o p i n i o n  i s  the  l o s s  of d i v i s i o n  m i l i t a r y  p0-
l i c e  personnel  v.han they  a r e  r e q u i r e i  t o  e s c o r t  p r i s -
one r s  of wr t o  army o r  corps  i h c l o s u r s s ,  Hov.Ever, 
t h e r e  %Ere o c c a s i o n s  chen ne obss i ty  forced d i v i s i o n s  
t o  evecuate  f r c m  t h e  l i i v i s i o n  c o l l e c t i n g  p o i n t s .  
There bcre n o t  a l v a y s  s u f f i c i c n t  escor t  guard com-
panies  v . i th  armies t o  hbnclle e l l  evicuat ion.  A t  t i m e s  
army i n c l o s u r s s  v,;Ere l o c a t e d  s u f f i c i e n t l y  c l o s e  t o  
d i v i s i o n  c o l l e c t i n g  p o i n t s  so  as  t o  mkc it economica l  
i n  pcrsonncl  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  Civis ion ;o evec-
uate  p r i s o n e r s  of y x a r  f rom the div is ion  c o l l e c t i n g  
point t o  t h e  army i n c l o s u r c .  ITovmwr, t h e  p r i n c i p l e  
t h a t  crmy should evscuate  f r o m  div is ion  c o l l c c t i n g  
poin ts  is sound nnd should b e  f o l l o w d ,  e x c e p t  Tihen 
sore l o c a l  c o n d i t i o n  f o r c e s  s n o t h e r  so lu t ion .  

(3) 	Sick and Founded p r i s o n e r s  of aar w r e  evacuated  
through normal medical channels  i n  thc same manner as 
our ocn s i c k  and  counded. 

e. Corps. Corps e s t a b l i s h e d  c o l l e c t i n g  p o i n t s  f o r  p r i s o n e r s  of 
aas f o r  th6 convenicncs of u n i t s  i n  t h e  corps a rea  t h a t  cap tured  p r i s -  
oners of Far end f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  purposes. D i s t a n c r s  from d i v i s i o n  
co l lec t ing  poin ts  t o  army i n c l o s u r e s  end t h t  number of pr i soners  of T a r  

he in& ceptured a t  tirces c used trmies t o  d e c e n t r L l i z e  cvacuot ion r e -
s p c n s i b i l i t i c s .  te,Cp.ps?'!n such CCSES ormias of n r c e s s i t y  f u r n i s h e d  
the  corps Ei th  the e s c o r t  guard u n i t s .  Hocisvsr, ormies did i n  many i n -
stances so lve  t h i s  problem by e s t s b l i s h i n g  army advance p r i s o n e r  of anr 
ir-closures i n  corps erezs i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  class I, 3, or 5 dumps, 
and re ta ined  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  I n  oQhcr i n s t n n c c s ,  usuc l ly  h e c a u s e  
of rEpid  and obrupt chaqgcs i n  the &rmy Exis  of advance, t h e  g r o a t  num-
bEr  of pr isoners  of tar being token, and t h e  l r c k  of w i n s  v-itii the  
army, thc  evscurtion of p r i s o n e r s  of wr f r o m  d i v i s i o n  c o l l c c t i n g  poin t=  
t o  corps inclosures nss d s c c n t r a l i z e d  t o  d i v i s i o n s  i.nd corps 6ere re-
s p o n s i h k f o r  oprc ; t ion  of the  i n c l o s u r e s .  Army evh.cuated from c o r p s  
inclosures  in these cases .  T h h  un;:nirrrous ogin ion  of o f f i c c r s  c o n s u l t e d  
is t h c t  ermies shoulci evacuate p r i s o n e r s  of rrar from d i v i s i o n  c o l l e c t i n g  
poin ts  and corps inclosures .  It t;as f u r t m r  t h e i r  opinion t h a t  c o r p s  
Should m i n t e i n  sn E s s i s t i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  evacunt ion  of p r i s o n e r s  of 
m? from div is ion  c o l l e c t i n g  p o i n t s  nnd t h z t  corps  shocld be c o n t t c t e d  
by d i v i s i o n  !;henever necessary t o  relieve eny conges t ion  of p r i s o n e r s  of 
w r  a t  the  divis ion 16vs.l. 

d.  Armies. EXcept as noted under  d i v i s i o n s  &nd corps In the  
Pr6Ceding paregraph$, armies d i d  e v a c u a t e  prispners of Far from d i v i s i o n  
c o l l e c t i n g  poin ts  end corps i n c l o s u r e s  and d i d  use  r e t u r n i n g  s u p p l y  
t ranspor ta t ion  f o r  t h i s  purpose. Experience ip t h e  European Theater 
s h o w  t h a t  de te i led  p l m n i n g  by t h e  provos t  E y s h a l ,  coordinated k i t h  
C-2, G - 2 ,  G-L, Surgeon, S i g n d ,  Quar te ro les te r ,  , E r ~ g i n t e r  and s tof f  S E C -
t i o n s  concerned is necessary to  properly d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  means a v a i l a b l e ,  
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and i f  necessary augrent  these means from other  t r o o p s ,  and to properly 
take adva.i;tage of a w i i l a b l e  t ransportat ion,  i f  p r i s o n e r s  of mar a r e  t o  
be c leared  each 24 hours from corps inclosures  and d i v i s i o n  c o l l e c t i n g  
points .  294,5 

e.  ComniunicationsZone. The ccnmmicationsaone d id  evacuate 

pr isoners  of war f r o n  army inclosures.3 This was accmplish-eed by decen-

t r a l i z a t i o r .  t o  the  advance sec t ion  c m u n i c a t i o f l z o n e  and t o  baseTsec- 

t i o n s  concerned. Returning supply t ransportat ion,  motor and rail, wns 

u t i l i z e d .  Respons ib i l i ty  for movement of pr isoners  of war betveen base 

sec t ions  r e s t e d  with the  base sect ion i n  which t h e  movement or iginsted.  


ADLITFI7TRATICP.T OF PRISOPJW OF 'TAR INCL@.TREs 
N'D COLLECTTITG POIII'TS 

3. General. 

a .  The prOVost marshals cif d iv is ions ,  corps ,  armies and can-
n u n i c n t i m z o n e  sec t ions  v e r e  responsible for s e l e c t i o n  of s i t e s  and nd-
minis t ra t ion  of pr isoner  of n o r  co l lec t ing  points  ad i n c l o s u r e s  i n  t t e a r  
respec t ive  commands and the supervis ion of the a c t i o n s  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  
pol ice  escor t  gunrd personnel o r  other  troops designated t o  acconpl ish:  

The recepkion and detent ion of p r i s o n e r s  of w6r. 

Operation of inclosure o r  c o l l e c t i n g  p o i n t  i n  accord- 
ance 'vith the. provisions of Field Ifanual  27-10. the  
mles of Land Wsrfare. 

Ear r ing  and removal of all s i g h t s e e r s  frcm t h e  vic-  
i n i t y  oi the iriclcsure or c o l l e c t i n g  point .  

preparat ion of prisoners of l a r  f o r  evacuat ion.  

The use cf prisoners of war. i n s o f a r  as ?ossible, f o r  
inclosure and co l lec t ing  point adminis t ra t ion .  

I n v e s t i g a t i o n  of a l l  deaths of p r i s o n e r s  of var occur-
r i n g  a t  t h e  inclosure or c o l l e c t i n g  point ,  .:/here pris-
onersmrc  i n  United S t n t e s  custody, and t h e  furn ish ing  
of repor t s  of death a s  required by higher  headquarters .  

punishment i n  accordance with the  p r o v i s i o n s  of A r t i c l e  
of 'gar 104. ?his disc ip l inary  a c t i o n  Tvas of t h e  same 
tyLy: imposed in our o m  a m y  on o u r  o?n s o l d i e r s .  

&. Administration. 

a. The se lec t ion  of s i t e s  J a s  i n  general  c o r r e c t ,  and these  
ostablishmclnts nere located ?long supply routes  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of c l a s s  
1, 3 or  5 dumps. Then col1ectir.g points  or i n c l o s u r e s  r e re  n o t  so lo-
cat-d,  t ranspor ta t ion  for the  evacuation of pr i sqnars  of war presented 
a more serious problem, cnd at times forced th6 u s e  of o t h e r  than supply  
vehicles .  Other factors i n  the se lec t ion  of s i t e s  verb a s u f f i c i e n t  
independent water suyply ,  good drainage, s h e l t e r ,  and i n  t h e  c a m  of army 
inclosu-es ,  i? s i t e  s u i t a b l e  f o r  use by c m u n i c a t i n n s  zone. Although 
t h i s  lacte- considerat ion vas not  Of first importance, it d i d  favor  more 
r a p i d  evacuation from the  next es tab l i shed  army i n c l o s u r e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

- 7 -

mailto:INCL@.TREs


when an e q u i t a b i e + d i v i s i r n  of d i s tance  of haul from div is ion  c o l l e c t i n g  
p o i n t s  to  t h e  c o m u n i c a t i o n s  zme inc losure  was made bet-een amy a?. 
communications zone. I n  warn weather apen f i e i d s  mere used f o r  c o l l e c t -  
i n g  p o i n t s  and advance a m y  inc losures .  Zn cold weather these  e s t a b l i s h -  
ments were loca ted  i n  tu i ld ings .  They viere secured by wire i n c l o s u r e s  o r  
guards o r  both.  

b. Adminis t ra t ian  a t  c o l l e c t i n g  points and inc losures  was dl4-
red ted  toward t h e  accomplishment of apid evacuation and t h e  necessary 
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of p r i s o n e r s  of war$*$t these estnblishments pr i somrs  c.f 
mar were searched,  segregated inte .  o f f i c e r ,  en l i s ted  men and female 
groups; i n t e r r o g a t e d ,  screened,  deloused, given medical care  and issued 
r a t i o n s  where p r a c t i c a b l e .  A head count record mas kept  of t h e  number 
received and evacuated. Proper  repor t s  inere rendered on thosa mho died 
while i n  these  establ ishmenis .  Thenever prac t icable  c o l l e c t i n g  poin ts  
and inc losures  of d i v i s i o n s ,  corps  md armies vlere cleared each twenty- 
f o u r  hours.  

e .  The nurr;ber of army inclosures  es tabl ished var ied  ? i t h  sit-

uat ions .  C n  r e l a t i v e l y  narron f r o n t s  and advancing on one axis, u s u a l l y  

one inc losure  served the purpose. On m d e  f r o n t s ,  i n  fast moving s i t u a -  

t i o n s  n i t h  chmging direc; ions of advance o r  ailvancing on more :ha on@ 

a x i s ,  two o r  more inc losures  ~ e r bof ten  necessary i n  order t o  r e l i e v c  

f r Q n t  l i n e  elements of t h e i r  p r i soners  of  aar prOriIptly. 


PROCESSING 

5. a .  Army. IXlring t h e  e a r l y  s tages  of operat ions i n  the Et~ropean 
Theater  shipping r o s t e r s  ':rere prepared on pr i soners  of .,Tar leav ing  the  
a m y  inc losures  b c a u s e  during t h i s  time p r i s m e r s  of nar  leav ing  the 
army inc losures  vere evacuated d i r c c t  t o  The Ur.ited Kingdom. Tho p r o p  
o r a t i o n  of these  rosters 7;ias discontinued at army i n c l o s u r e s  zhen ad-
vance s e c t i o n  communications zone LIS establ ished and c m u n i c a t i o n s  
zone nas given t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for shipping pr isoners  of V J fram the~ 

cont inent .  ,Su;ubsequmtly a t  arn] i r c l o s u r e s  there  aas no process ing ,  but 
only the  accomplishment cf l io,qysp?y :wg?i:qe s i m i n i s t r a t i v e  i t o m s  as 
given i n  pyragraph hb abcqet' 'l.'$!i-? is coiitrar;~to  the provis i@ns  of par-
agraph 451 F i e l d  jv!anLiai l l .3 - i@.  7 % ~procceaing of pr i soners  of ;Tar f o r -
nard of the communications x :qc  riv!i rc .s  the preparat ion and t r n n s f e r  of 
popers under unfnvorohlc circ.~-:esnnc::s of b n t t l o  r e s u l t i n g  of t e n  i n  the 
l o s s  of such p a p e r s .  

b. Corx"icaL;?kL;yrcs A 3 q r  c x " ~ ~ i c s t i o n szone :7as es tab-
l i s h e d  it d i d  proccss  g.:;s,%::-5 TF ..rnLjT b i 3  :,as o c c c ~ p l i o h e dc a i n l y  
a t  c t n t m l  pr i soner  uf ~ r 3 r? , n z l o y u r c s ,  howver ,  t h x c  rmre many caGes i n  
which processing u n i t s  3 2 3  to KO tc h x p i f a l s ,  ?riscn$r of' l a b o r  
EEDI~S, a m y  install2tiofis ar.d oti,<r p laces  in  n r d a r  t o  complete proccan- 
ing.  During the ea r ly  stagGs of the gperat ion processing did n o t  keep 
pace n i t h  the r e c e i p t  of p r i soners  of -Jar. This <?usn o t  a f a u l t  of  the  
sy.qtr?m, b ~ tbecaulqe of a lack of pr iaoner  of I-lar processing ccmpclnies. 
Based on the  p r i n c i p l e  of r e l i e v i n g  armies of  thc r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of a l l  
unnecessary adminis t ra t ive  f u n c t i o n s ,  t h e  pol icy  of a c o a q l i s h i n g :  com- 
p l e t e  processing of pr i soners  of 'tar in  the  c m u n i c a t i o n s  zone i s  sound 
and  sb.cu1.d be adhered to .int h  f u t u r e .  
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6 .  Pr i sone r  of ',Tar Information m r e a u .  

The P r i sone r  of :Jar Information Bureau, which is the pe r -
manefitoffice of record f o r  p r i s m e r s  of var i n  the  &ropean Theater, i s  
a c m u n i c s t i o n s  m n e  a c t i v i t y  and should con t inua  t o  be so. With t h e  
processing of pr isoners  of 'mr  taking p i e c e  i n  the comrunicat ions zone, 
t he  P r i s o n e r  of Vnr I n f c r n s t i o n  Bireau is b e t t e r  able  t o  kctp i n  c l o s e  
touch a i t h  the  i n s t a l l o t i o n s  t h a t  do t h e  p rocess ing .  

SECTION 

GOORDD'ATION !UTE O T F E R  S T m  SECTIONS 

7. I n t e r e s t e d  Sect ions.  

n. Hacdling of large numbers of p r i s o n e r s  o f  nar is an impos-
s i b l e  t a s k  unloss  it is c l o s e l y  coordinated - d t h  o the r  i n t e r e s t e d  s t o f f  
s ec t ions .  Provost cnrshals of a l l  Echelons must and d i d  coord inn tc  t h e i r  
plans and operations .:ith o thor  s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  and did c o n t i n u a l l y  c3-
operate  with them in  ordci t o  accomplish t h e  p rovos t  marshal m i s s i o n .  

b. The fol lowing ore tho major i toms f o r  coordinat ion and tho  
s t a f f  sect ion concerned 7 

Item S t n f f  Sec t ion  

Expected f low of p r i s o n e r s  of war - - - - - - G-2 
%arching and i n t e r r c g a t i o n  - - - - - - - - - G-2 
Transportation f c r  cvncuntion - - - - -G-hr -T ranspor t a t ion  SOC-

t i a n ,  Crdancc, Quar t e rmas -  
t e r .  

Supplies ( r a t ipng ,c lo th ing ,  
b l anke t s ,  e t c )  - -, - - - - - - - - - G - 4 ,  Quartermastor 
Coimunicafiona - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Signal  
Medical care and delousing - - - - - - - -Surgeon 
Construction of inc losu res  and c o l l c c t i n g  
p o i n t s  - - - - .. - - - - - - - - - - - - - Engineers  
:'rater supply - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - lD.gi:icers 
Location of s i t es  ( n e a r  c l a s s  1,3 and 5 
dumps) - - - - - - .. - - - - - - - - 4 - 4 ,  Quartermnster ,  O r d -

n m c o  
Po1i c  i e  s and admipis trat i o n  governing 
p r i sone r ' o f  war lobor - '- - - - - - - -G-1, G-4, Surgoon, Ord-

nancc, QuartErfiiastur a n d  
uny o t h e r s  a u t h o r i z e d  p r i -
soner of n n r  l abo r .  

SETICY 5 

XILITLIRY POLICE LTITS 

8. Dnployment and Allocat ion.  

3.  Fie ld  Farces. 

(1) The X i l i t n r y  P o l i c e  Escort  Guard Company, Tab le  of 
Organization and muipment Number 19-47, da tcd  15 
Auaist  1944,:?as tho m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  un i t  US& i n  
the  European Theater by both t h o  f i e l d  f o r c e s  ofid the 
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commnicatior.s zone for the evacuat ion and @ording 
of pr i soners  of var. Cor.rrjunication~ zona a l s o  hurl 
o t h e r  mi l i ta ry  p o l i c s  u n i t s  which n i l 1  bc discussed 
l a t o r ,  lxt t h i s  type of u n i t  uaa the only on6 so en-
gogad by the: f i e l d  forces exccpt during: tho first 
t h r e e  months of operation when tvo  platoons of D nil-
i t n r y  p o l i c e  p r  x o n e r  of xar processing c0mpnr.y WGrB 

a lso  u t i l i z L d .  Although m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  escort  y a r d  
compnnics mrti i n i t i a l l y  planned f o r  t h e  f i e l d  f'orces 
i n  operat ion "Overlord",  n o r e  wcrc made avai lnble  t o  
armies. A 1 1  such compmies iIere assigned to the  com-
municaticns zone. Upon organizing:  the i n i t i a l  army 
sir m i l i t a r y  police e s c o r t  guard companies nere t m n s -
f c r r i d  from c m m n i c a t i o n s  zone t o  t h i s  army. Subse-
quent ly  trro of thcsc s ix  companies mre t ransfcr rod  to 
the noxt army forred.  Two a d d i t i o n a l  companies x e r o  
obtaincd a t  2 l a t e r  dt , tc for wsi@ment t o  the  t h i r d  
army organized fcbr t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  T h i s  number of m i l -
i t a r y  pol ice  escor t  guard coinpanies XIS inadequate ond 
forcod the use of many combnt t r o o p s  i n t o  thc scrv icc  
of evacuating pr isoners  of  vrar.*r3t was estimated dur ing  
opzrot ions t h a t  each i n t e r i o r  army nocded as GII a b s o l u t e  
minimuc c i i l i tn ry  pol ice  cscort guard companies on tho 
basis  of one p e r  each corps i n  the :~rmy, pluo O n 0  can-
pmy t o  o p e m t e  the nrmy p r i s n n c r  of 'far inclosure.  4~5 
Duc t o  t h e  shortage of t h c s a  mits i n  tho  EuropcrAr. 
Theater, i t  :7os possible t o  s o  eWip Ollly one .arrpgr.I!t i s  
f e l t  thnt  if t h i s  same allocation c o u l d  havc been mndu 
t o  all arrnics a t  the beginning of t h c i r  ope ra t ion  thc 
handling of  pr isoners  cf rmr mould have pr,2,.santed fsirar 
d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  On t h i s  basis each ormy provcst  i w r s h a l  
could.assign an oscort guard cmpany t o  support each  
corps or a t tach  tho canpmy t o  a corps i f  evacuat ion  
x i s  decontral izcd to  corps. Vlhon tho orwy pr i soncr  of 
x r  inc losu re  :7as situ.!tsd nmr  the  f r o n t ,  tho  escor t  
y a r d  companies used i n  evacuat ion  opcrotod out  of tho  
army inc losurc  .md !is the d i s t a n c e  betneon tho d iv is ion  
co l lcc t ing  poini;s find the my inclosure increased,  
thesa conpanios ;$ore a b l e  t o  move up nnd bivouac at 
c o r p s  inc losures ,  fomard  army inc losures ,  o r  divioion 
c o l l a c t i n g  p o i n t s ,  as t h e  s i x m t i o n  d ic ta tc r l .  In t h i s  
manner they ;mra able t o  mnintnin c h s c  c o n t i c t  nnd fa- . .  
c i l i t n t e  rapid ovacua tion. By having those  coinprinics 
under the d i r t c t i o n  of t h e  army provost  imrshal, he m s  
nble to  a t t a c h  them t c  his corps i n  nccordoncc Yrith thc 
nced. For ins tance ,  if onc of h i s  corps  vms i n  a sit-
u , ~ t i o nJherc i t  m s  talcins no pr i soners  of var, the 
compmy t h a t  usu ; i l ly  r7oIkcd . . J i th  i t  could then bc aa-
signed t o  a s s i s t  the corps t h a t  " a s  captur ing  t h e  bulk 
of the pr i soners  cf mar. Likewise the corps provost  
mirshi i l  could d is t r ibu tD t h e  coe:pnny among hi3 d i v i s i o n s  
i n  accordance v i t h  the need. Onc cscort  guard ccmpany 
is s u f f i c i s n t  t o  opcratc an :army prisoner of inclo-i7:ar 

sure ,  but k c a s s o  it is  o f t o n  ncccssary f o r  m onny to  
opcratc  two o r  smztimca t h r e e  p r i s o n e r  of -:Jar inc lo-
surcd, two cscor t  guard companies should provided  fork t 

t h i s  p~~;lrposs.The Gperntion of onnics i n  hroalc-thmghs 
and o ther  frist  moving s i t u n t i o n s  involv ing  10% d i s tnncoe  
and requir ing more: than one axis of advance proved t h a t  
one cscor t  @1a-d caropor.y per corps i - ~ sinadcquatc ,  and 
t h a t  tno sualicmpnniev p r  c o r p s  should bc avai lc lblc  t o  
armies i n  those s i t u a t i o n s .  
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(2) 	Mperience has  shown t h a t  t h e  mission of e s c o r t i n g  and 
guarding p r i s o n e r s  o f  war most economically can b e  ac-
complished by independent  companies. F l e x i b i l i t y  and  
mob i l i t y  a r e  c s s F n t i a l  and a re  b e s t  obtained i n  u n i t s  
of company size. The e c c o r t  guard company o rgan ized  
under Table of Organ iza t ion  and Pquipment NO. 19-47, 
dated 15 August 1944, should be equipped so t h a t  it can 
administer and s u p p l y  an army i nc losu re  a i t h  a c a p a c i t y  of 
from e igh t  t o  t e n  thousand and so t h a t  s e c t i o n s  of t h i s  
company can be u t i l i z e d  t o  handle smaller  i n c l o s u r e s  O r  

Collecting p o i n t s .  The S a b l e  of organization and equip-
ment of t h i s  company shou ld  be increased t o  i n c l u d e  Suf-
f i c i e n t  t r u c k  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  so t h a t  the company w i l l  be 
coupletely mobile. six  28 t o n  6x6 cargo t rucks i n  a d d i -
t i on  t o  t h e  two p r e s e n t l y  au tho r i zed  or u t o t a l  of e i g h t  
m i l l  accomplish t h i s .  During operat ions t h i s  u n i t  i s  re-
quired to mve on s h o r t  n o t i c e  i n  order t o  open a ne.;: 
i n s t a l l a t i o n .  Dependency on other  agencies for trans-
por t a t ion  caused d e l a y  and r e s u l t e d  i n  excess accumu-
l a t i o n  of p r i s o n e r s  of war a t  d i v i s i o n  c o l l e c t i n g  
points.  Then, , t oo ,  a f t e r  an Escort  guard compsny has 
moved to n new i n s t a l l a t i o n  and d i s t r i b u t e d  i t s e l f  by 
sec t ion  t o  evacuate  p r i s o n e r s  of nar, t h e  o rgan ic  
t r s n s p o r t a t i o n  can be used to assist i n  t h e  e v a c u a t i o n  
Of p r i sone r s  o f  mar from d i v i s i o n  c o l l e c t i n g  p o i n t s .  
AS s t a t e d  e a r l i e r  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  an army p r i s o n e r  O f  
mr i n c l o s u r e  should have  its om independent vrater 
Supply. I n  o rde r  t o  accomplich t h i s ,  an engineer  Water 
p u r i f i c a t i o n  p l an t  of s u f f i c i e n t  capac i ty  t o  serve a n  
inclosure cf from e i g h t  t o  t e n  thousand should he pro-
vided i n  the  t a b l e  of o r g a n i z a t i o n  and equipment. Jn 
addi t ion the follovring list of equipment and s u p p l i e s  
a r e  considered a minimum t o t a l  3f those items needed 
by an  e sco r t  guard company and which is necessa ry  to 
operate and ma in ta in  an army p r i sone r  of nar i n c l o s u r e  
Of from e i g h t  t o  ten thousand capacity.413 

Esg, canvas,  vater s t e r i l i z i n g ,  complete 
T/cover and h a n g e r  . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Can,  x t e r ,  f i v e  gallons. . . . . . . . . . 50  
Telephone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3  
switchboard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . * 1  
Toner ur-it, 3 TCUA, 115 volts 1 6  cyc . . . . i  
pump, g s s o l i n e ,  24, 3 x 3 : ,  t ype  dB . . . . i  
Blankets, m o l ,  0 .  d. . . . . . . . . . . -200 
T e n t s ,  pyramidal.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4  
Tents,  small,J - ~ I  . 6. . . . . . . . . . . .  

Lantern,  g a s o l i n e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6  

Lamp, ca rb ide ,  f l o o d i i g h t  type.  . . . . . . a  

b. Comunications Z3ne.3 

(1) The advance s e c t i o n  cammunications zone i n  o r d e r  to 
carry out  its r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of evacuat ing prisoners 
of war from t h e  army i n c l o s u r e s ,  should have s u f f i c i e n t  
escort  gum3 companievl s o  t h a t  two  companies can be  
assigned t o  evacuate  from Each army. During o p e r a t i o n s  
i n  the W o p e n n  T h e a t e r  t h e  advance s e c t i o n  ccmmunic3- 
t i ons  zone m i n t a i n e d  one and sometimes toto Of t h e i r  
escort  guard companies r r i t h  each  army. One company 
per arsg ..??s s u f f i c i e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  f irst  p a r t  of t h e  
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opera t ion  b u t  tivo pe r  a r a y  had t o  bs used  du r ing  most 
of t h e  c p e r a t i c n .  These u n i t s  were bivouaced a t  or 
near  t h e  a m y  inc losu re  in o r d e r  t o  be i i m e d i a t e l y  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  hanciling evacuat ion t o  t h e  r en r .  This 
prove.! t c  be t h e  rcoot e f f i c i e n t  ciethod for'p r o v i d i n g  
gu?rds when and where they were needed. The advance 
s e c t i o n  comxunications zone e s c o r t  guard companies viere 
s h i f t e d  from t i m e  t o  t i a e  between the  a imiez,  dopendent 
upoh which nrmy vias t a k i n &  t h e  m o s t  p r i s o n e r s  of war  a t  
t h e  tiice. T h i s  l ink-up between t h e  a m i e s  s n d  advance 
s e c t i o n  communications zone for e v a c u s t i n g  p r i s o n e c s  of 
m r  c rea t ed  an o p e m t i n g  teain without  vihich expe6itLous 
evacuat ion would have been imposs ib l e .  Exge r i ence  s h o w  
t h a t  comnunications zone requires az least two m i l i t a r y  
p o l i c e  e s c o r t  guard companies t o  operate  each standard 
c e n t r a l  i n c l o s u r e .  

( 2 )  	 Yhe p r i s o n e r  of War C'verhead De tach i~en t  was t h e  u n i t  
ass igned t o  a d m i n i s t e r  and o p e r a t e  a p r i s o n e r  of var 
central .  i n c l o s u r e .  Th i s  u n i t ,  composed of 28 officers 
and 169 e n l i s t e d  ]:>en, va3 s e t  up on a LQropean T h e a t e r  
of Cpera t ions  Table  of D i s t r i b u t i o n  aid Allowance, dazed. 
3 Cctober 1944,designed t o  hand le  inclosures of 20,600 
capaci ty .  Experience ha% shown t h a t  t h i s  u n i t  vas ad-
equa te  t o  hand le  a s t a t i c  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of t h i s  s i z e .  
It i a  be l i eved  the t  the vary ing  r equ i r emen t s  fcr p e r -
socael  nnd equipment of these  overhead detachmeiits can 
be better i:et by organizat ion under  Table  of Crgan iza -
t ion  and m u i p ~ e n t$?umber 17-90,  dnted 25 September  
194, r a t h e r  t han  bY f i x e d  s t r e n g t h  t a b l e s  of o r g a n i z e -
t i o n  and equipment. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  e n c o r t  
guard detach-i.ents orgnnizeli'under  Table cf C r g a n i z a t i o n  
s i l d  Equipment Piuinker l5)-533, da ted  2 2  A p r i l  1944,W e r e  
u t i l i z e d  a s  b o a t  guards f o r  p r i s o n e r s  cf war beiiig s h i p -
ped to the Unitec! s t a t e s  and were a l s o  u s e d  tc e s c o r t  
and guard p r i s t  1:ers c f  war during o v e r l a n d  movements i n  
the ccimunicat ic l is  ,zcno when s u i f i c i e n t  e s c o r t  s a r d  
COI 1,snies were n c l t  availah1.e. 

( 3 )  C ~ z " u n i c n t i ~ ~ ~ i szone sec i io i i s  u t i l i z e d  t h e  m i l i t a r y  po-
l i c e  p r i s c n e r  of mr process ing  comi;mios, Table ~f 
Ci-&aiizaticn and Equipment I\x"r 13-237, ds'tod S4 ,lug-
u s t  l511!+. These canpanies ,  wkich were composed p r i r m r i -
ly of Geman speaking c l e r k s  mcl t y p i s t s ,  hsnilled -Lho 
processing which included the  documentation A.L  .the cen-
tral p r i s o n e r  of xar i n c l o s u r e s ,  p r i s o i i a r  of var labcr 
c m p s ,  bind h o s p i t a l s .  Experience proved t h a t  p r i s o n e r  
of war p r o c e s s i n g  ccnpanies shcu ld  be e v n i l a b l e  f o r  a3-
signment a t  t h e  r a t e  or one company per  c e n . t r a 1  p r i s o n a r  
ef w u r  i n c l o s u r e .  

(4) I t  hss been sugges t ed  +ha t  c c n s i d e r n t i o n  be g ivon  t n  t he  
o rgan iza t i cn  of e s c c r t  b a t t a l i m s  each be ing  co,-.poocd of 
elements which could re r fow a l l  d u t i e s  ir, con. iect ion 
with e s c o r t  iiig , &ard ill , ,  p rocess ing ,  and a d m i n i s t e r i n g  
prisi;::ers of mar. Zxperience shovr3 t h a t  t h e s e  d u t i e s  
vary .Tithin a p a r t i c u l a r  area a3 well HS between areas.  
I t  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  helieved that separatc u n i t s  'to per-
fcrr:] t h e  ahovc du-t ies ,  where reqaired, a r e  t h e  inore 
f a m l b l e .  



9. ~ o n c l u s ions .I9 

a. That t h e  procedure for t h e  hand l ing  and evacuat ion of p r i s -
oners of war an s e t  f o r t h  i n  F ie ld  Manuals 19-5, 29-5 and 100-10, as 
rriodifiod by Lhrgpean Theater of Oporations S t a n d i n g  Operat ing Frocetiure 
Number .16,d a t e d 3  Deccmber 1944 and 12 th  A m y  Group Admin i s t r a t ive  
s tanding Operating procedure, dated 18 October 1944, was follovmd whcn-
over p r s c t i c a b l e ,  and that t h e r e  were many v a r i a t i o n s  from th i s  procc-
duro 

b. That c m n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for t h e  hsna l ing  8qd evacua t ion  
of p r i sone r s  of war should bo c l e a r l y  def ined and t h a t  thc command rep-

j p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  a t h o n t e r  should be as follows: 

Div i s ion r  From t h c  point  of c a p t u r e  t o  i n c l u d e  d i v i -  
s i o n  c o l l e c t i n g  points .  
Army: From d iv i s ion  c o l l o c t i n g  p o i n t s  t o  i n c l u d e  army 
inclosures. 


(3)  	C m u n i c a t i o n s  Zone: Frcm army inc losu ros  t o  t he  rear 
t h e r c o f .  

c .  Tha t  t h e  p o l i c y  of evacuating p r i s o n e r s  of Tar by m p t y  
aupply t r anspor t a t ion  was sound 2nd should te fo l lowed .  but that thore 
were occasions whcn o t h e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  w?s requirod. 

d. That p r i s o n e r  of tvnr c o l l e c t i n g  p o i n t s  and i n c l o s u r e s  were 
located nt.  or near c l iss  1, 3 and 5 dumps in  o rdor  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  the u80 
of re turning m.pty supply t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  nnd t h a t  t h n c v c r  c o l l e c t i n g  
po in t s  or inclosures  merc l oca t ed  o t h e r  thnn n t  or n e a r  c l a s s  1, 3 or 5 
dumps, t r anspor t c t ion  d i f f i c u l t i e s  vlerc ancountered. 

e. That many regiments organized s p e c i a l  p ln toons  and usod 
thcm n3 one of t h c i r  d u t i e s  t o  evncuato prisoners of wnr frm b a t t n l i o n  
c o l l e c t i n g  points t o  regiment ond then t o  d i v i s i o n  c o l l a c t i c g  p o i n t s .  

f .  That t h e  opinion o f  o f f i c o r s  consu l t cd  is p r a c t i c a l l y  u n m -  
imous t o  thc c f f ec t  t h a t  ccmpxios should evocuato p r i z o n c r s  of v r o r  t o  
ba t t a l ions  and t h a t  oach echelon above t3.e b o t t z l i o n  should ovocunto 
from the  next  l o w r  echelon,  except i n  thc cas0 o f  tho co rps  whcn i t  is  
n o t  0 l i n k  i n  the sys ton  of cvncuution. 

g. That c a r p s  d id  a s t a b l i s h  corps i n c l o s u r c s  for t h e  con-

voniencc of u n i t s  i n  tho corps rear a r c a ,  nnd that  co rps  did o p o r n t o  

inclcsuroo and Tiere rcoponsiblc  f o r  cvacuntion 2nd handl ing of p r i s o n - 

ers of war i n  many i n s t a n c c s  as d i r c c t c d  by rlmics, and t h a t  c o r a s  

s h o u l d  maintain ,an i n t e r c o t  a t  a13 tiscs a r d  should a o n i s t ,  where ncc- 

essary,  t o  insure t h e  cloarnncc of d i v i s i o n  c o l l c c t i n g  po in t s .  


h, That i n  cases amios  var ied frm t h e  planncd procoduro i n  

handling pr isoners  of war by decen t r a l i z  ing t h e i r  r c s p q i s i b i l i t y  t o  

corps rind t o  d iv i s ions ,  t u t  t h n t  the plsnncd procedure was in  genera l  

sound m d  t h a t  p r o p e r  me'ms should be a.railab1.s t o  nmics f o r  i t s  cxe-

cut ion. 


i. That c@muuica t ions  zone followed i n  g u n o r a l  t h e  p l anned  

proccdure 2nd t h a t  t h i s  procedure w i s  g e n e r l l l y  sound. 


j., That t he  provost  marshals of a l l  eche lons  i n  tho chain of 

evacuation of pr isoners  of iYnr norc rospcns ib l e  f o r  the s o l e e t i o n  of 

sites f o r  c o l l e c t i n g  points  and inclosuros and f o r  thc c l d n i n i s t r o t i o n  

of these est a 51ishzen ts. 
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k. That odn in i s t r a t ion  of co l l cc t ing  p o i n t s  and inc losu res  

v i t h i n  tho army was liqiitod t o  f a c i l i t a t e  rapid cvacuntion and accom-

p l i shcd  only t h e  following: searching, segregation, i n t c r roga t ion ,  

screening,  dclousing, medical ca re ,  fccding, and a h c , d  cow€  record.  

1. That tho number of pr isoner  of war inc losu res  opcrotcd by 

an amy varied,  nnd that f o c i l i t i a s  should bo ava i l ab le  to p c m i t  the 

opera t ion  of n t  lcast two inclosures  por amy.  


n- That $he processing of prisoners of war, except t h c  adnin- 
i s t r a t i o n  a c c m p l i ~ h e d  by srmies, was and should te nccmplished a t  
c e n t r a l  inclosures  i n  the communications zone and, nhcrc t h i s  was n o t  
p o s s i b l e ,  a t  such o the r  pl?ces  where prisoncrs of m a r  requir ing pro-
c e s s i n g  were located, and t h a t  Field Manuol 100-10 and other a p p l i m b l e  
pub l i ca t ions  should be so modified. 

n. That cooperation and coordination by provost marshals wi th  
i n t o r e s t e d  s tn f f  s ec t ions  werevi ta l  i n  handling prisoncrs of war t o  in-
s u r e  such p a t t e r s  as correct  l oca t ion  of priaoncr of var i n s t a l l a t i o n  
s i t c s ,  the a v a i l a b i l i t y  of t ransportot ian,  the obtaining of necessary 
supplies, medical care, construct ion and comunicat ions.  

0. Thnt the number of mi l i t a ry  pol ice  escort guard cmpwic .8  
providcd for  operations llOvcrlordfl was inodcquatc for tho f i e l d  f o r m s  
and t h a t  thoy should have k e n  avnilablo f o r  a l loca t ion  t o  onch army at 
t h e  rat0 of two pcr corps -and t v o  f o r  tho operation of amy p r i s o n e r  of 
war inclosures .  

p. That Table of Organization and Equipment N u n b c r  19-47, 
datod 15 August 1944,K i l i t a r y  Po l i ce  Escort Guard C a p m y  should pro- 
v ide  s u f f i c i e n t  t r anspor t a t ion  to  m k c  the ccmpany n o b i l c  and s u f f i c i e n  
o t h a r  equipment f o r  the opcrntion of B prisoncr of w a r  i nc losu re  of 
10,000 capacity.  

q. That ccnnunicntionSzonc rcquires  two m i l i t a r y  po l i cc  e s c o r t  
guwd cmganies  per  o n y  for evacuation of prisoncrs  of mr from a m y  
inc losu res ,  nnd that coch sect ion of the cmrunicntionszonc r e q u i r e s  
two such ccmpanies pe r  cen t r a l  prisonor of v79r inclosure.  

r. That overhead d c t a c h c n t s  for  tho operation of c c n t r a l  
p r i s o n e r  of w q r  inclosures ,  and units for prisoner of m r  t r s n s p o r t n t i o n  
guards,  boat and overland, mere .generally adequate, and thet such units 
can b e t t e r  be orgsnized mind oquipped under T?ble of Organizat ion and 
Equipment Number 19-500, aated 25 Septembcr 1945, thm by o s t o b l i s h i n g  
f i x e d  s t r eng th  units. 

s. Th3t processing conpn ies  organized under Toblo of Organi-
z a t i o n  and Quipmcnt 	 Number 19-237, dated 14August 1944 n ~ r csatisgac-

and should Ix? al locoted a t  the :%to of one per  c o n t r s l  p r i s o n o r  t o r y ,
of war inclosure.  

10. Recmmendations. 

a. Th2t colrmand r e spons ib i l i t y  for the handling and avacua-
t i o n  of p r i sone r s  of war kis o leo r ly  defined cind that this Fcsponsibi l -
i t y  bc with divis ions from the  point of capturo t o  include d i v i s i o n  
c o l l e c t i n g  po in t s ;  with corps, only when SO decentral ized by “my, 

f r o m  d iv i s ion  co l l ec t ing  po in t s  t o  include corps i nc losu res ;  w i th  
nrmies from division co l l cc t ing  points t o  include a m y  inc losu res ,  ex-
c e p t  when decentral ized to  corps;  and with ccmrrmnicntions zone from 
irmy inclosures  t o  t h e  r ea r  thereof .  
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b. That a l l  ochelons te r cqu i r cd  t o  make t hc  nnxinwn use of 

empty supply t r anspor tn t ion  f o r  t h e  evacuat ion of p r i s o n e r s  O f  Wir. 


C .  That p r i sone r  of tmr  c o l l e c t i n g  p o i n t s  ond i n c l o s u r e s  bo 

located along supply r o u t e s  a t  or n e a r  class I, 3 and 5 dumps. 


d. That compmies evacunte p r i s o n a r s  of war t o  battalions, 

t h a t  c i ch  echelon above t h o  b a t t a l i o n  evncuate from the next lowar 

echelon, except i n  t h e  case of co rps  when it is n o t  n l i n k  i n  t h o  sys-

tem of evacuation and t h a t  s u f f i c i e n t  t roops .  o t h e r  than m i l i t a r y  po- 

l i c e ,  be provided f o r  t h i s  purpose a t  r eg imen ta l  and b n t t n l i o n  lovals. 


C .  That t h e  corps bo n o t  normally a link i n  t he  c h a i n  of 
evacuation of p r i s o n e r s  of w n r  bt t h a t  it m a i n t a i n  i n t e r o s t  at  all 
times t o  in su re  the c l e a r a n c e  of d i v i s i o n  c o l l e c t i n g  p o i n t s  r.nd to 
assist i n  the  l a t t e r  when necessary.  

f .  That admin i s t r a t ion  a t  c o l l e c t i n g  p o i n t s  and i n c l o s u r e s  
within the  army be l i m i t e d  t o  necessa ry  searching,  s e g r e g a t i o n ,  inter-
rogat ion,  screening, delousing, m e d i c a l  c a r e ,  f e c d i n g  and n head count 
record of those received snd emcue ted .  

g. That the p rocess ing  of p r i s c n e r s  of >77~r,CXCBpt  the adinin-
i s t r a t i o n  Sccomplished by armies  ( s e e  paragraph 9 k ) ,  be the r e s p o n s i -  
b i l i t y  of t h e  conmunicatiortj zone, t o  be n c c e p l i s h e d  mqinly a t  c e n t r a l  
pr isoner  of var inc losu res ,  but nh'p.ne.rer n o m s s a r y  , a t  h o s p i t a l s  and 
such o t h e r  placea p r i sone r s  of wzr r e q u i r i n g  p rocess ing  may bc, end t h a t  
Field Kanual-100-10 nnd o t h e r  app l i cab le  p u b l i c a t i o n s  be so mod i f i ed .  

h. Thrlt provost  marshals  ke r e q u i r e d  t o  coopc ra t e  and coor-
d ina te  with in t e re s t ed  s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  to i n s u r e  such m t t o r s  U S  c o r r o c t  
locnt ion of prisoner  of imr i n s t a l l a t i o n  s i tes ,  the a v n i l s b i l i t y  of 
t r anspor t a t ion ,  the o b t a i n i n g  of necessa ry  s u p p l i e s  , m d i c a l  cere. con-
s t r u c t i o n  nnd c o m n i c a t i o n s .  

i. That m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  eaco??t guard ccmpanies te mado avail-
ab le  f o r  a s s igmen t  t o  armies  a t  t he  r a t e  of two p e r  c o r p s  and two for 
t h e  opcrntion of army inclosures , .  

j .  Thnt Tablo  of Organizat ion and. Equipment Nuinbcr 19-47. 
dated 13 August 194.4, be changed t o  provide itcmo of equipment i n  tho  
amount spec i f i ed  as follows: 

Truck, cargo,  28 ton,  6 x 6 . . . . . . . . . . . a 
Big, canvas. water s t e r i l i z i n g ,  complete 

w/cover & hanger . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Cnn, n a t e r ,  f i v e  g a l l o n  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Telephone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Snitchbomd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

power u n i t ,  3 KIA, 115 v o l t s ,  16 cyc . . . . . . 1  
pump, gasol ine,  23, 3 x 3*, type  d B  . . . . . . . . 1  
Blankets, wool, OD (Over & above Organ iza t ion  

e q u i p "  . . . . . . . . .200 

Tents,  pyramidal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Tents, mslL w a l l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : t  

Lantern, g a s o l i n e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6  

Lamp, carbide,  f l o o d l i g h t  t ype  . . . . . . . . . 8  


k. That c o m u n i c a t i o n s  zone be a l l o t t e d  m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  a 3 c O r t  
guard companies a t  the r a t e  of two p e r  axmy and t h a t  each ccmm"muncctions 
zone sec t ion  be a l l o t t e d  two such companies p e r  c e n t r a l  p r i s o n e r  of mr 
inclosure.  - 15 -



1. Thnt overhead detachments f o r  t h e  operation of c o n t r n l  
prisoner o f  war inclosures and units f o r  p r i sone r  of war t r a n a p o r t a -
t i o n  guards, boat and overland, ke organized and equipped under Table 
of Organimt ion  and Equipment Number 19-500, dated  25 September 1945. 

m. That processing conpanies organized un3er Teble of Organi-
zat ion and E q u i p ”  Number 19-237, I4 August 1944, b2 a l l o c a t c d  to 
comunicat ionszonc sec t ions  a t  the  ra te  o f  one per c e n t r a l  p r i soner  of 
nnr inclosure. 
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muipment lq-500, dated 22 A p r i l  1944. 
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11; Responsibi l i ty .  C i v i l i a n  in t e rnees  were g e n e r a l l y  of th ree  
Categories;  (1) those who hPd been cfiptured while serving v i t h  the 
e n m y  f o r c e s  m d  who had a s s i n i l s t e d  rank, ( 2 )  war c r i m i n a l s ,  (3) se-
c l l r i t y  suzpecto,  The handling of persons in  cytegory (1)vias t h e  re i -
s p o n s i b i l i t y o f  the provost marshal of onch birhclm of c m a i l d ,  
of those  i n  category (2) wa3 prinr l r i ly  the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of the Judge 
Advocate, and of those i n  category ( 3 )  VIQS p r i i m r i l y  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
of G-2, kut the prcvost marshal dctcined such persons i n  c a t e g o r i e s  
( 2 )  and ( 3 )  when requested by thc responsible  s t a f f  s ec t ion .  C i v i l i a n  

i n t e r n e e s  f a l l i n g  i n  ci tegory (1) nere co l l ec t ed  w i t h  the  p r i s o n e r s  of 

W 3 r  and a l l  d o t a i l s  r e l a t i v e  t o  the care,  guarding, evacuat ion and ad- 

n i n i o t r a t i o n  were i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h r t  used i n  nandling p r i s o n e r s  of mr. 
The common p rac t i ce ,  and the  nos t  p r a c t i c a l ,  was t o  d e t a i n  t h e s e  ind i -  
v i d u a l s  i n  sepnrate conpounds of t he  pr isoner  of war c o l l e c t i n g  p o i n t s  
or i nc losu res ,  i f  i n  a d iv i s ion  or corps,  u n t i l  evacua t ion  t o  t h e  army 
inc lo8ure ,  where they were again screened and detnined . e i t h e r  c m -  
pounds i n  the army i nc losu re  o r  i n  separate  inclosures!$%uring the  
l a s t  s t a g e s  of the operat ions the apprehension of  w-7r c r i m i n a l s  end 
s e c u r i t y  suspects  i n  l a r g e  nunbers m d e  i t  necessary t c  e s t a b l i s h  sep-
p r s t e  c i v i l i a n  internee cacps. NO persons i n  c a t e g o r i e s  (2) or  ( 3 :  
were evacu3ted o r  naved withcut  the concurrence of t h e  staff s e c t i o n  
concerned , 

12. Dacua t ion  Administration. Although s t a n d i n g  ope ra t ing  
procedure called for a c a r e f u l  ocrooning of c i v i l i v l  i n t e r n e e s  a t  d i -
v i s i o n  nnd corps l e v e l s , l i t  was found t h a t  ir. r a p i d l y  rnoving s i t u a t i o n s  
t h i s  p r a c t i c e  crns imprect icnble  and thoreforc  these persona would pass  
to a m y  inclosures  f o r  thorough screening f o r  e i t h e r  release o r  evncua-
t i o n .  Tho c i v i l i a n  in t e rnee  camps mentioned i n  t h e  prcceding paragraph 
were e rec t ed  a t  the i n s i s t e n c z  of G-2, who had a n t i c i p a t e d  a much g r e a t -  
er c i v i l i m  internee t ake  than was encountered du r ing  tho  ope rn t ion ,  
The need for these camps i n  army a reas  d id  not  e x i s t  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e r  
stages of the war .md a f t e r  the cessation of h o s t i l i t i e s .  Yhen c i v i l -
i a n  i n t e r n e e s  were moved or  evacuated, r o n a l  p r i sone r  of war C h a n n e l s  
were used m d  found gene ra l ly  adequate. Frkquently c i v i l i a n  i n t e r n e e s  
were r e l eased  before a thorough check had been made and a s  a resul t  0. 
second apprehonsion of the ind iv idue l  vas necessary. Th i s  proved i n  
the ma jo r i ty  of instances  t o  be ~ l m o s t  inpcssible .  

13. Procesbing. The processing of  c i v i l i a n  i n t e r n e e s  c o n s i s t e d  
of  such  document3tion as was necessary t o  maintain a proper l o c a t i o n  
r e c o r d  of t he  internee.)- At c i v i l i a n  in t e rnee  c a p s  a c a r d  i n d e x  of 
eqch i n d i v i d u a l  was maintained f o r  rcndy reference.  An a r r e s t  r e p o r t
form vas accmplished on each c i v i l i a n  in t e rnee  e i t h e r  beforo h e  waa 
comi i t t ed  f o r  detention or a f t e r  he a r r ived  a t  n p r i s o n e r  of rinr in-
c l o s u r e  o r  a t  a c i v i l i a n  in t e rnee  cmp. Other i n t e r e s t e d  a g e n c i e s  i n -
t e r r o g a t e d  internees  m d  m i n t a i n e d  necessary case r e c o r d s .  T h i s  was 
n o t  a funct ion of t h e  provost marshal. 

a. Interested Sect ions and Agencies; In %tha h a n d l i n g  of civil-
i a n  . i n t e r n e e s  the .coordination with o the r  s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  and ageno ie  
was i d s n t i c a l  t o  t h a t  necessary i n  t h e  handling cf p r i s o n e r s  of war. J 
See paragraph 7. Section 4,Chapter 1, above. 
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15, Conclusions.  

a. That  c i v i l i a n  i n t e r n e e s  were handled f o r  t h e  most  p a r t  

through the same channels as p r i s o n e r s  of war and t h a t  t h e y  were de-

ta ined e i t h e r  i n  s e p a r a t e  coripounds of p r i s o n e r  of  war C o l l e c t i n g  

poin ts  and i i c l o s u r e s  or i n  s e p a r a t e  c i v i l i s n  i n t e r n e e  camps. 


b. That p r i s o n e r  of war channcls  were a d e q u a t e  t o  handle  c i v i -
l i a n  i n t e r n e e s  during t h e  o p e r a t i o n e e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  l a t e r  s t a g e s  and af-
t e r  c e s s a t i o n  of h o s t i l i t i e s  when i t  became necessa ry  t o  e s t a b l i s h  sep- 
a r a t e  c i v i l i a n  i n t e r n e e  camps beceuse of the  l a r g e  nurnbers i n v o l v e d .  

c .  That it w a s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  accomplish thorough s c r e e n i n g  

f o r  e i t h e r  r e l e a s e  or evac .mt ion  a t  d i v i s i o n  and corps  l e v e l  and i n  

the forward a reas  because of t h e  l a r g e  numbers invo lved  snd the s h o r t - 

age of screening  personnel. A s  a r e s u l t ,  f i n a l  s c r e e n i n g  had t o  taka 

plocc  i n  amy pr i soner  of war i n c l o s u r e s  and army c i v i l i a n  i n t e r n e e  

camps. 


d. That i n  t h e  e v a c u a t i o n  or  movement of c i v i l i a n  i n t e r n e e s ,  
normal p r i s o n e r  of mar chRnnels were used and  found g e n e r a l l y  adequate .  

e.  That process ing  c o n s i s t c d  of such documentat ion as w a s  
necessary t o  msintain a proper  l o c a t i o n  r e e o r d  of t h e  i n t e r n e e  and t h a t  
o ther  i n t e r e s t c d  a g e ~ c i e s  ma in ta ined  t h e i r  own case records .  

16 ;  R e c m e n d a t i o n a .  

a i  That whcnever poss ib le .  c i v i l i a n  i n t e r n e e s  be de ta ined  i n  
s e p a r a t e  ccnpounds of p r i s o n e r  of war inclosures t h e r c b y  o b v i a t i n g  t h e  
nccessi  t y  of e s t a b l i s h i n g  s e p 2 r a t e  c i v i l i a n  i n t e r n e e  camps nnd making 
necessary t h e  tmploynent of a d d i t i o n a l  g u s r d s  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  per-
sonnel for t tcir  d e t e n t i o n  and  avnouotion. 

b. That when t h e  number of c i v i l i z n  i n t e r n e e s  apprehended 
reaches such proport ions t h a t  it i s  imposs ib le  to  d e t a i n  t h e n  i n  s e p -
a r a t e  conpounds of p r i s o n e r  of war inclosures, s e p a r a t e  c i v i l i a n  i n -  
te rnee  camps be e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of p r i s o n e r  of vr."_r i n c l o -
sures .  

C .  That s u f f i c i e n t  s c r o e n i n g  personnel  be f u r n i s h e d  corps and 
d i v i s i o n s  so t h a t  thorough s c r e e n i n g  of  c i v i l i n n  i n t e r n e e 8  can  be dcna 
st those l e v e l s  thus o b v i a t i n g  t h e  nLoess i ty  of c v a c u a t i n g  harmless i n -
d i v i d u a l s  beck to  amy. 

d. That the  evacun t ion  and novencnt of a l l .  c i v i l i a n  i n t e r n e o s  
be handled through the sLme chcvlnels as  p r i s o n e r s  of war i n s o f a r  a s  
p r a c t i c a b l e .  

e .  That process ing  -f o i v i l i a n  i n t e r n e e s  by the p r o v o s t  mar-
Sh,;ls be l i m i t e d  t o  such dncunen tn t ion  as necessary t o  m a i n t a i n  a p r o -
Per  l o c a t i o n  record and t h n t  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  a g e n c i e s  n a i n t n i n  t h e i r  
O m  c m e  records.  
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17. R e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  The c a r e  .r?nd evacuat ion  o f  m i l i t a ry  personnel
recovered from thd  enemy !mere handled i n  g e n e r a l  ss o u t l i n e d  i n  " E c l i p s e "  
hk"anAum Kumber e i g h t  of ,wpreme Headquarters nd i n  S t n n d i n g  Opera- 
t i n g  Procedure 1lunbt.r 5 8  of t h e  muropean Theater3 The r e s p o n s i b l e  S taf f  
s e c t i o n  i n  Supreme Ecadquar te ro  :vns C - 1  which had a p r i s o n c r  of war ex-
e c u t i v e  branah. This brunch n o t  only formulstad p o l i c i e s  lXt a l s o  scnt  
r c p r t . s m % a t i w o  t o  t h e  aimy group headquarters  nnd armios  for opera t ion .
I n  Europxn  Theater  Headquarters  thc 3 L q f f  r e s p o n s i S i l i t y  1m3 a s s i g n e d  
t o  t h e  Euroi:ecrn Thea ter  p r o v o s t  l,:qrskil, I n  t h e  f i c l d  f o r c c s  t h r :  gen-
tn 1 1 .  s t a f f  r e  pons ib i l j . ty  f o r  hnndliiig t h i s  personncl  ~ m spklcad  i n  the 
G-1 Shct ions, '  hono-ier i n  r a n y  hoadqunrtern thosc  s s c t i a n s  8130 re tn inod  
t h c  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  oper,: t i o n  wid orgiiiizod s p c c i a l  s ta f f  grGUpS for 
t h e  purpose.  In  o t h e r s  t h e  prcvost m?rshal s e c t i r n s  7rwe "3:rospsn-
s i b l e  for opera t ions  i n  whole  or' j.n p,?rt;.' S i m i l a r l y ,  i n  t h e  s u c t i o n s  
O f  t h e  cwmUnic?tions zonc t h e  s tni ' f  necti.cn r c s p o n s i b i l i t y  17aS n o t  un-
iforrc.4 This  17ck of uniform p l a c i n g  of stsff r c : i p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  t h c  veri-
0113 ~cI ;c I .onsof t h e  mi-opeqs Theater tended t o  cause oonfuoioll i n  stni 'f 
s u ; , a r ~ i 3 i o i i  .Ind coord innt ion .  It nppesrs  t h a t  eff i c i s n c g  ?rod.d hnvu 
b t i r i  f u r t h c r o d  hsd the ~ - 1  t h e  gen-s e c t i o n s  of' q11 achelo t i s  Mcn &ivon 
C r . d  stiff r c s p o n s i b i l i t y  for hindl ing  recovcred o l l i o 9  mi3. i ta ry  person- 
n-1 but the  provost  t r - r s h s l  s e c t i o n s  Lwn g i v e n  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s p f i c i a l  
s t o f f  respor~si b i l i t y  fcr opur? t ion .  

le. Proct:.du.re. Tht. .zrmies were responsible f o r  C r J n " d ,  admin-
i s t r ? , t i o n ,  supply nnd cvncunt ion  of recavcrad  a l l i e d  m i l i t f l r y  personnel 
found i n  t h c i r  areis. This  parsonnel c o n s i v t c d  of esc?porc; *mcl svxdero 
wid thcne  found i n  overrun cmips. They were generally hnrtdled os f o l -
].C,5?iI :2 $5t 6 

a. The esc7pers and cvfldcrs, thosr j  who fcund t h e i r  wny t o  
R l l i a d  cont ro l led  t e r r i t o r y  by escaping a i ' t a r  being c?pturt:d by the  
mcniy o r  h y  E.wding such  CEipture, were gcnf i ra l ly  d i r s c t b d  t o  t h e  i w w  
by f o r m r d  echclons acd co l lec tcc l  :-it p l a c e s  d e s i g n a t e d  by t h e  armies, 
f r c q u c n t l y  7 t  p r i s o n c r  of i" i n c l o s u r e s ,  T h e r e  thcrc w r e  G-2 f e c i l -
i t i a  fc i .  t h e i r  i n t c r r o e a t i o n  .ind ident i f ic .q t ion .  They wi'e k c p t  un-
gwrded -:nd provided  pro;lrr ct:m 3nd tro.itnioiit s c p o r s t c  from t h e  y r i s -  
cne r s  of n'.ir by t h e  provcs t  CiErshds.  :?hen proyr.3.y i d o n t i f  i c d  
Cnitcd S tn tcs  -ind B r i t i s h  Ccnimonvcslth escapers  ?ncl twndcrs 'wro Gi ther  
re turned  t o  t h e i r  u n i t s ,  if t h c y  had n o t  h l ; m  i n  ~ n e qc n p t i v i t y  f o r  D. 
pcriod e x c w d i n g  tno  months, or cvncu:?tcd to tho ccmriunicntj.ons zone 
if  they h.:d been in c a p t i ' i i t y  cxcecding two m o n t h s .  Those n o t  rLLurn-
e d  t o  t h t i r  u n i t s  by t h e  m i l i t i r y  pol ice  x r e  hnndlc3 by t h e  r e p l n c c -
w n t  system. O t h e r  n i t i o n 3 l i  t i e s  :wrc h.indlcd by G-5 7~ displr icod 
persons.  The proctdurt:  fc-r h'?ndli.ng esc.?pers wil ev3rkrs wns gencr-
-131~?-lcqu?te f o r  t he  number t h a t  c'ime u n i e r  t h , . s c  c l . ? s s i f i c ? t i o n s .  

b. Al l ied  pcrscni ic l  -:rho :wrc found i n  OVCI-run cimps were 
rcqvi rcd  t o  r o m i n  ( " s t a y  p u t " )  i n  those c m p s  ind bec?me t h e  s taff  
rc:opcris ibi l i ty  of G-1. T h 3 s e  vho f a i l e d  t o  d o  so nuto t : . a t icn l ly  be-
c?r'c: 3 i S p ~ i c c dPF-rsons m i  the s t a f f  r o s p o n s i b i l i t y  of G-5. Vhen n 
c imp 'ircij &ccutive':JarofPrisonGr .: overrun (p'!X) officer f rom %-
prernc ik ' ldquqr tcm,  ';rhohod been ritt.icht.d t o  t h e  n.my, had t h c  d u t i e s  
o f  entering t h e  c w p  t o  eni'orce t h e  " s t a y  p u t "  po l icy  w.d c o o r d i n o t i n g  
. idrr , inis tmtion :md evacuat ion  under  i r m y  d i r e c t i o n .  Holvever, f roquen t -
ly by thc t im t h i s  o f f i c e r  r e i c h e d  t h e  c m p s  he found t h n t  t h e  
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inmates had dispersed. T h i s  cculd have been avoided had o m b n t  u n i t s  
overrunning the  cm.ps enforced t h e  " s t a y  put11 pol icy nnd adoquate  t r o o p  
and s u p p l i c s  planned i n  advance k e n  eckcloned f o n a r d  as soon as the 
csmps ;:rere uncovored. \Then a c m p  rcmained i n t a c t ,  a c m e n d e r  md 
s t a f f  usu,:lly a e k c t e d  f r o n  t h e  recovered personnel ,  c o n t r o l l c d  and ad-
m i n i s t e r e d  i t  m d c r  emy direc:icn. Sore d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  she c o n t r o l  
of rcccvc-rcd pcrsonnel, p a r t i c u l a r l y  eas te rn  Europeans, werc encoun-
t e r e d  which cculd have tccn  0voidc.l had t h e r e  been s u f f i c i e n t  l i a i s o n  
o f f i c e r s  of tho same n a t i o n s l i t y  as the rocovarod p z s o n n e l .  krmy 
k c h n i c o l  s t s f f  scct ions w i t h  t h e  Pr isoner  of ;V.ir Executive (PWX) of-
f i c c r  dctennined the  m2intenance requirements  of t h e  camp, s c c h  as 
q u w t e r m z s t o r ,  modicnl m 3  o t h c r  suppl ies ,  and arranged f o r  t h e  neces-
s i r y  supply snd ?dminxtr . i t ive s o r v i c s s  which did n o t  e x i s t  e t  'the canp. 
I n i t i a l l y  a l l  recovezed pei-sonnel were suppl ied t h e  siMe r a t i o n  a s  
t he i r  l i b e x t o r s  , honever, 1qtcr  c e r t a i n  n n t i o n a l i z i e s ,  p s r t i c u l s r l y  
e l s t e r n  EUrcpeans, wrt? su9pl ied  wi th  a r a t i o n  mort. s u i t a b l e  to  t h e i r  
n ? t i o n ? l  l i k i n g  from United S t n t c s  an3 cnp tu r sd  mcmy r a t i o n  ccmponants. 
K c d i x l  se rv i  cc wcis g e n e r i l l y  provided i n i t i a l l y  by the attrlchmont of 
? m y  i n s t n l l i t i c n s  f o r  t h e  i n i t i a l  phys ice l  examinstions and t h e  evac-
m t i o n  of s c r i o u s  c?ses. >iter t h e  medical  care YIRS r c t u r r c d  to  t h e  
C m p  h o s p i t a l  or dispcnssry s t a f f .  A l t h w g h  the care  05 t h e  recovered 
pbrsonncl  mho remined  Li t h e  camps m s  gonerel ly  adeq'Jate, expol-ionco 
i n 3 i c : t t e s  t h ? t  e f f ic iency  vculd have h e n  scrvr4 if  tho r e t e n t i o n  of 
s u c h  personncl  i n  c m j  L V O U ; ~ have been iasurod by ti-.e u n i t s  o v c n n -
i n g  the  cm.ps, m? i f  the necessary serv5ce t r o o p  end sui>pl ios  haad 
bar;n p l w n e d  wc-11 in  advance and moved t o  t h e  c m p s  imwdia tc ly  a f t e r  
t he i r  cspture .  

c. The c v ~ c u 3 t i o n  of suck recovered personnG 8 s  werc: t o  be 
evacuated "-3s don6 by n i r  and r a i l  from p o i n t s  arrangcd by t h e  armies 
t o  thc coxxmicat ions zone. The United S t e t n s  and E r i t i s h  p e r s o n n e l  
hsd pr ior i ty-one  3ir l i f t  from the  point  of rc-covery t o  a d e s t i n a t i o n  
i n  conmunicatiom zone where thcy rece ived  i n i t i a l  docmenta t ion  g?ior 
t o  r e t u r n  t o  the ZOTE of t h  h t e r i o r .  Although d i roc t ivos  o_" t h e  
Supreme Headquarters cal led f o r  i n i t i a l  processing i n  the army areas, 
in s c t u a l  prc.cticc the only process ing  considered e s s e n t i a l  a cur-
Bory r e d i c a l  cx=tmin-ition and dolousj.ng. Prior to  a i r  movement a com-
p l e t e  mani fcs t  of ~ V ~ C U ~ E S  :iceomplishcd by ;hcwxs c m p  c m " n d e r .  
A l l  other processing m s  d i s r a g v e d  i f  t h e  expedience of evacuqt ion  
would ke prejudiced by the  completion. Yestern Bx-opews ' m ~ eg i v e n  
r? l l  t r i n s p o r t - t i c n  mid p r i o r i t y - t w o  oir lift t o  canmunicntions zone 
bo rde r  r b c e p t i i n  centers  opi;ro.tcd by tho vnrious nnt ionnl  govcrrments .  
T1hesr. persors  were u s u ? l l y  processed p r i o r  t o  evacuetion s i n c e  United 
S t i t e s  r c s p o n s i b i l i t y  cecsed :?ith t h e i r  racsipT a t  border recept i .on 
s t I t ?.on3 t 

6 .  ITpon I r r i v s l  of United s t - i tes  recovered m i l i t a r y  person-
rJcl st t h e i r  l ? s t  des t ina t ion  on the cor t ins i i t ,  they ere c n n f r o n t d  
a i t h  il 14 tc !45 day delny bs fo re  pro2;oding t o  the Unite5 S4;ates.4 
Thio w13, no d m b t ,  due i n  s m e  pi-t t o  t h e  mount of t r s n s p o r t n t i o n  
c n i l a b l e .  p r i c s r i l y ,  however, it was due t o  the lock  of g r o c e s s i n g  
personnel  t o  in i t io tc .  tempo-arg reco-.ds And slso t o  the lengthy  phys-  
i c a l  excuninatinn ordered by the  'ilsr Departsent  vhich requi red  n:uch 
time m d  pcrsonnel t3 coirplex.  The:-e wns considerable  d i f f i c u l t y  i n -  
volved in procuring mtdical  personnel  i n  the &ropean Theater  a t  t h 6  
time and if such exm:mtion could have been given i n  the zone of t h o  
i r i t e r i o r ,  delay iiould hzvs been reduced Int! maxirnun u s e  could  have  bem 
modc 0:' existing: l i f t  sy?co. The t r a n s i t  camp used was a c o r s i d e r a b l e  
d i s t n n c e  fron ",he a i r  h n d i n g  f i e l d  vhich involved ? cons idereble  t r i p  
ty t r u c k ,  o f t e n  ur,der cronded condi t ions  l u e  t c  i n s u f f i c i e n t  t ruc.ks  
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avai lab le .  The canp had temporory or canvas housing and va9 n o t  loca-
t e d  n e a r  any l w g e  townn which could be used f o r  recrea t ion .  More c a x -
f u l  s e l e c t i o n  of a t r a n s i t  camp mould have furnished g r e a t e r  ccmfort 
P.nd more recrea t ion  to t h e  recovered personnel  during tho  cons iderable  
d e l a y  involvea. 

19. Conclusions. 

a .  Thst there  ?vas no u n i f o n i t y  i n  ass igning t h e  respons i -  

b i l i t y  f o r  hsndling recovered a l l i e d  n i l i t n r y  personnel t o  c e r t a i n  

s t r \ f f  s e c t i o n s  throughout t h e  var ious  echelons of comand. 


b. That G-1 s e c t i o n s  of a11 echelons should be given only  
g e n s r r l  s t a f f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for handling rocovered m i l i t a r y  personnel  
and t h a t  provost m?rshnl s e c t i o n s  should be given the p r i n c i p a l  s p e c i a l  
s t a f f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for operat ion.  

c. Thnt the  procedure used for handling escapers  2nd evaders  
was g e n e r a l l y  adequate f o r  the nucibor involved. 

d .  That there  were i n s u f f i c i e n t  a l l i e 6  l i a i s o n  pcrsonnel  of 

e a s t e r n  a r o p e n n  n l t i o n o l i t i e s  t c  handle t h e  overrun camps i n  t h e  for - 

ward areas. 


e .  That e f f ic iency  i n  t h e  handling of recovered military per-
sonnel  would have been increased if  t h e i r  r e t e n t i o n  i n  canps would h a m  
been insured  by the  u n i t s  overrunning the cmnps =Ad i f  t h e  necessary  
s s r v i c e  t r o o p s  nnd suppl ies  would haw been plqnned m?ll  i n  advance and. 
moved t o  t h e  csmps inr:edi:itoly a f t e r  t h e i r  recovery. 

f. Thst processing i n  t h e  army areas should be r e s t r i c t e i  t o  
t h o t  c o n s i s t e n t  v i t h  speedy evsou7t ion.  

g. That there  nis a lack of process ing  personnel  t o  coniplete 

i n d i v i d u a l  recorda i n  the Vnited S t a t e s  t r a n s i t  canp i n  t h e  commnica- 

t i o n s  zone. 


h. Thot the lengthy  physical e x m i n a t i o n  ordsred by the $Tar 
Depertment t o  be conipleted on t h e  cont inent  caused cons iderable  d e l a y  
i n  evacuat ing  personnel t o  tho zone of i n t e r i o r  because of t h e  l a c k  of 
med.ica1 personnel av i i lnb le .  

i. That more c a r e f u l  s e l e c t i o n  of t h e  p r i n c i p o l  t r a n s i t  cm.p 
f o r  s t a g i n g  rscovercd personncl  t o  t h e  zone of thc  i n t e r i o r  vrould have 
f u r n i s h e d  g r e a t e r  comfort and more i’ccreation t o  the  r tcovczcd person-  
n e l  dur ing  t h e  d e l l y  involved. 

20. R e c m e n d s t i o n s .  

a. Thet i n  the nssignnent  of t h e  s t a f f  du t ies  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  
recovered m i l i t a r y  personnel i n  each headquarters ,  the  G-1 s e c t i o n  IF? 
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  sec t ion  responsiblc  f o r  general  s t a f f  d u t i e s  and the pro-
vost  marshal  sec t ion  bc the p r i n c i p a l  s p e c i n l  staff s e c t i o n  for opera-
t i o n ,  

b. That s u f f i c i e n t  liqison off icers  of t h e  sane n a t i o n a l i t i e s  
a s  t h e  recovered personnel be svsilable for attachment t o  ovcrrun campy. 

c. Th?t u n i t s  recovering m i l i t a r y  personnel  n o t  p e r w i t  them t o  
d i s p e r s e  but hold them i n  p l r c e  u n t i l  t k y  A r e  taken owr by t h e  respnn-
s i b l e  h igher  echelon and t h ? t  t h e  necessary s e r v i c e  t roops and supplies, 
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pl?nned woll in advance f o r  t h e  purpose, be n v q i l s b l e  and moved forward 
t o  take c a r e  of recoverod personnel  immediately a f t e r  they arc recovered. 

d. That s u f f i c i e n t  processing personnel be providod t r a n s i t  
camps so t h a t  evacuation of recovered personnel w i l l  n o t  be d e l v e d  ex-
cessively ?nd t h a t  processing i n  tHe army a r e a s  br; l imi t ed  t o  th7.t  con- 
s i s t e n t  w i t h  speedy ev:icuation. 

e. That lengthy phys ica l  ex-minotions bo given in the zone of 
t h e  i n t e r i o r  or t ho t  s u f f i c i e n t  n e d i c a l  personnol be madc avnileble 
t h n t  evacua t ion  to  the  zone of t h e  i n t e r i o r  w i l l  not  be unduly delayed. 

f .  That t r a n s i t  canps bc se l ec t ed  wi th  R view t o  tho greatest 
p o s s i b l e  comfort and r ec ren t ion  cons i s t an t  w i th  s p e d  i n  evacuntion. 
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