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1. Purpose,  iha c a s u a l t y  procedure  as o u t l i n e d  f o r  t h e  Europoan 
Theater h u r ! o - f o l d  purpose, namely: 

a ,  To f u r n i s h  the  \Tar Department w i t h  complete d a t a  or. cesu-
a l t i e s  t o  be used by The A d j u t a n t  G e n s r a l  i n  n o t l f y l n g  nex;-of-kin and 
t o  s u p p l y  s t a t i s t i c n l  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  Gnnorol  S s s f f  and o tbor  agen-
c i e s .  

b. To provide the  v u r i c u s  agencies of  Heudquerters ,  European 
T h e u t e r  of Operatioi;s, and l o c a l  h o a d q u n r t a r s  m i t h  c ~ s u a l t yi n f o r n a -
t i o n  n e c e s s a r y  for  F r o p e r  p lanning ,  a d j n i n i 3 t r a t i o n  snd  operaTions.1 

2, Types of CasualtiesrZ CasuaLt les  a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  by War De-
par tment  c i r c u l a r  a s  yo-: 

"a. Pattlc C a s u a l t i e s .  - ,411 casua lzLes  due t o  exem:; a c t i c n  
are b a t t l e  caeua l t i c s ,  and-grouped i n t o  the  fo1:owinr: cclte5orios: 

K i l l e d  i n  a c t i o n .  

Died 8 s  a r e s u l t  of 'murids r e c c i v c d  i n  o c t i a n .  

Died 8% a r e s u l t  of i n j u r i e s  r soe ived  i n  a c t i o n .  

S e r i o u s l y  wounded i n  a c t i o n .  

S e r i o u s l y  i n j u r e d  i n  ncz icn .  

S1ig:ltly wounded i n  a c t i o n  ( r e q u i r i n g  h o a p i t c l i z a -
t i o n ) ,  

S l i g h t l y  i n j u r e d  i n  a c t i o n  ( r e q u i r i n g  h c c p i t a l i z a -  
ti on). 

> i f i ss ing  i n  a c t i o n ,  prasumod t o  1x3 t h e  r e s u l t  o f  one-
my a c t i o n .  ***  

Captured  (cn ly  urhet? i t ' i s  d e f i n i t e l y  known t h a t  the  
psrscn was c a p t u r e d  w i l l  l;e be r e p o r t e d  ir. t h i s  
c i l t e g o r y ) ,  

Known t o  have boon i i i j u r s d  i n  i i e u t r a l  c o u n t r y  LIS a 
r e s u l t  of enemy a o t i o r i .  

Ser ious ly  i l l  gas c n s u a l t y .  

1.. 	 For u8e of c a s u a l t y  s t u t i s t i o s  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  reinforoemant  re-
TJircmenta see Ge?.e.erol b u r d  Stirdy No, 9, "Xeir i 'orcenent  d y s t e m  and 
Reinforcement  P r c c e d u r o s  L? E u r  opoan Theater of Opsrct ions."  

2. 	 Cir 2 ,  '?D, i945. 



- - - - - -  E I g S T R I C T z ,  


" 5 .  hioii.3attlc CnsuQl . t ies .  - ~ 1 1c i s u a l t i e s  n o t  l i s t e d  inl 'n"  

abovc a r e  nor-bnttlo o 3 s u u l t i c s . * * + "  

3 .  :tagr,itude o f  arid Time F w t o r G  i n  ~asus:-,y n,:por-;inj3 a. From 
;I-Duy, 6 June LCj4-o VG Uay, 8 lhey 1945, i n l t i a l  cAsAalty r e F o r t s  
f r c z  t h e  Theater t o  t h e  War Llepartmunt t o t n l l e d  565,300 ( rcund f i g u r e s ) .  
C:h,arge-, i n  stc*tus r e p o r t s  d u r i n g  t.m sunc poriod t o t a l l e d  4Ca,OO@ 

( round f iqu res ) .  

b. ii77ar~lge d a i l y  procussing of i n i t i u l  casu:i l ty r o p o r k s  and 
cki;i!:&co i n  s t a t u s  WAS 3,300 per  day. Uurinf ;  p l i k  c n s u u l t y  : E r i o c s ,  
such as  E - l L y  t o  Ij ?ius 5, t h c  .4mricon break-through ~ r ,S t ,  Lo, end 
t.113 2 c t l e  of -,he Bulgc, i c i t i n l  dciLy o3c,wlty procozsinE averLEed 
6;XO t o  8,000, 

C .  Tho t ime l ag  f r o x  G . ~ t oo f  i .r.itid c a s u u l t g  t o  +he d ~ t ere-
:Jort  V!~IZ t r m s n . i t t c d  by T i : e a k r  ~ ? e a d q u x r t u r st o  .the Wor Depart i rant  Y:DS 

reducad prup;rcssil,nl.y from 2 9  62;'s L ~ R1, p lus  6 3  La 0 day3 u t  3 pl i i s  '150, 
and t o  l e s s  t.hu?. ? r L y s  u t  D p l u s  240. f:?is lct+.er cimo e l o m a n t  
w ~ l sm::-intained iir.til Y E - D a y ,  with few c x c o p t i o n a o  

d .  t iudi ic t ions i n  t i m  1.g vere d,x LtrrEely t o  e x p e r i e n c e  :.r,ich 
r e a d l t e d  i n  improvement of d i r e c t i v < ; s ,  s i n p l l f i c a t i o n  of  p rocodurns ,  
treir.ic5 of c t i sunl t j r  p c r s o n n c l ,  s p e c i A  c o u r i e r  trunsp3rcation, 
und ii pr6ssuru from d; l c v c l s  o f  cur .xnd t o  o r t r t te  B S t d t C  ni '  "CUS,J-

*It:/ consc iousnuss  , ' I  

4. Emph:isis i n  t h i s  Xaport .  2 ; .  T h i s  r e p o r t  w i l l  d s h l  p r h " i l y  
wit:; przc@tiiire3 r c l n t i n g  TO b a t E l a  casua l t j .  re?orSLng i n  view of t h o  
f ac t  :hst n c n k t t l e  oasua1t.y r a p r t i n s  was f a r  less voluminous, 'rytrs w 
ssta 'r , l . ished procedurc ,  ar.d was t r o u g h t  i : i tn ln  tne ' b a t t l e  c a s u n l t y  re-
p o r t i n e  systoin lis outl ined hsreinafter. 

b. bmphasis n i l 1  bo pl:.,cac! upon a:r a n i  ground force p r c c o -
k c a u s c  	only 11 s-nall fructicn >! t h o  ; c ~ a l ha':.tlo cu3Ual;ies vwre 

>ds  of t i l6  Com?,unicr i t ions Zone. 

5. Thea ter  h e j u t a n t  G o n u ? G l  C a s u a l t y  C i v i s i c ~ n . ~c, Tnc Casuiil-
t:l iiraiicii oL' t1.u t ; u r o p m  ITiEai€Gr5s i ' o r m d  x i t h i n  t h o  ;dilitar;r Fer-
sonncl  D i v i s i o n  of the  A d j u t m t  G e n o r n l  Soctir;rl,  lioudquartor; S ~ r v i c e f i  
of Supply,  h - o p o u r l  T h e a t e r  o f  O p r o t i o n s ,  on 24 So1Jte:iLmr 1342; i t  
'NUS c o n s o l i d a t e d  i n  J l s u d q u n r t u r s  Europoan T h e z t e r  0:' Operucions on 1 
J u r u ~ i r j .1944, when the idLllt . iry Pornorinol Divls i o n s  WCPU c t i : i s o l i d i t s d ,  

b. On 15 rcbruat-3 2 944 t l i c  C-sualtg Ilrunoh 'flat roorg.m;zcd 
a i d  d e s i g n a t e d  a Casucltj. j!j.vision in t l ~ a/ \djutcmt Gonaral S i lc t ion ,  
HontlyuarLei-s Luropcan 'l'hiJttzr 01' Opera i i c w  se  



-- 

6. Other Casutil ty Sac t ions .  Wi th in  sac!? major comcnd of -die 
T h e a t e r  (down t o  d i v i s i o n  l e i r c l  i n  t h e  ground f o r c e s )  a c a s u a l t y  sec-
t i o r ,  e x i s t s  w i t h i n  t h e  A d j u t a n t  Gene ra l  Sec t ion .  Re3pons ib i l i t y  f c r  
ooordinat i : lg  c a s u a l t y  r e p o r t i n g  r e s t s  wi;h t h i s  sect ion.  

7. Rela ted  Agencies.  The f o l l o w i n g  r c l a t c d  ngeilcies a r e  i d e n t i - 

fie::. v r i t t  casua l ty  2rocessi.ng o r  r e i o r t i n 6 :  


a, 	 ;daoiiine Re5ords Un i t s  (;.mu) on c a s u a l t y  acoounting. 

5. 	 Graves  X e g i s t r a t i o n  on b u r i a l s .  

c, F,fedioal i n s t a l l a t i o n s  on I ;ospi ta l  admission:: a n d  C i spos l - 

tions, l e t t e r s  o f  synpath:., arid progress  r epor t s .  


d. Provost Harshal  r e p o r t s  on s t r a c g l e r s  m d  recovered  A l l i e d  

m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n  101, 


c.  	 Chap la in  r e p o r t s  zf f u n o r n l s .  

SXTION 3 

THEATE3 CASUALTY OPZRATIONS PRIOR TO IlI'{6SION 

8. D i r e c t i v e s .  I n i t i a l  ope rn t io i ?  i n  t h e  Curopcnn Theater  was oar-
r i e d  on ~ n i e rC i r c u l a r  21, 'fip.r Cepartment,  1'342, rvhich was e n t i r e l y  i n -  
aiequace. T h i s  c i r c u l a r  W R ~s u p r s e d o d  by C i r c u l a r  195, Rar  Dopsrtment,  
1943,. based 'Jpon l;ni".d c a s u a l t y  r e p o r t i n g  from the  Korth Af r i can  
T h e n t e r  and A i r  Force c a s u a l t y  r e p o r t i n g  f ron  t h e  European Theuter .  

9 .  The A i r  Forces? a. BegiminE i n  August l M Z  and October 
1343, t h e w . t h  bnd E n t h  A i r  Fo rces ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  bogan b a t t l e  casu -
n l t y  rupor t ing  i n  t h e  Cur5peaq T h e a t e r  c f  Oper:,tions upon G0"anCemor:t 
o f  t h e i r  oparat ibnnl  m i s s i x s .  C a s u n l t y  r s p o r t s  i v e r o  maie by t e l e t y p e  
o r  riidio from units t o  a i r  f o r c e  hoadyuar t a ra ,  .rnui-t: e c!ieck f o r  m r i -
f i c a t i o r i  mnd gei iora l  accurncy  w n s  rr.r\cie, whereupon t h e  r e p o r t s  v m r o  con-
solid?i;ed ard fonv:trdnd b:. telt+t.ypc t o  the Adjutu:tt G e n o r n l  C&suoLkj  
Brunch, t i t  ;laxdqi.firts rs, Zervices  of Sup:~ly, E u r z p m  Thatrtar of  Olxrn-
tions. R car3 i r d a x  ivLs mr.ually p rupurec  ; m I  mo;nclrincd u t  t n c  a l r  
forcl:  headqut i r ters ,  

b, Upon t h e  u c t i v a t i o n  of :JS S f r a t a g i o  A i r  Forces i n  Europo, 

It was d m i d e d  %hat c a s u u l t y  r e p o r t s  would '31 6ubmi:t.od d i r e c t l y  from 

uir force 'r,aodquo.rters t o  Thea to r  I j eadqua r t e r s .  


13. 1;orth Af r i can  Theater .  9 o r t h  Af r i cun  cds,;ulty r o p o r t 5  VWre 
processed  lhrougl i  t h o  Adjutant G c n e r a l  C?.suulty Branch, Hcadqcnrtors  
S e r v i c e s  of S i .p .~ ly ,  Europcon Thentor of +a ru t ions ,  m t i i  d i r e c t  N o r t h  
A f r i c a n  - Ur;i%d 5 - x t o s  r.idio w c 6  a s t a b l i y h e d  l u t o  In Docennlier 1944. 

11. I n s t i t u t i o n  c f  I.IBU Account ing  d d  Repor t ing .  &sed upon 
e x i s t e n t  !for C e p n r t w n t  d i m o t i v e s ,  t h e  Theutor repor ted  i n i t i a l  cusu-
f l l t i o s  t o  tne War D o p w t m c n z  by mcuns o f  cablcgrxm. Reanuse 31) the 
i n c r o n s e d  volume of  c a s u d t i e s ,  g u r b l i n g  c f  V~II-IDS ar.6 numbers, misin-
t e r p r e m t i o n  or' s t i l t u s  i!i t;w 17cr D e ; ? a r t m u t  c a d  subsequent o r runsous  
-

5. 	 InformiZion o n  the Air lpcrces was o b t n i n d  lureol j r  I'rm klq I;STET 
m d  N i : i t h  Air Force reFLias  t o  G o n e r c l  k s r d  qucat ionnui rc .  i lnfor-
t u c u t e l y ,  f w  o f r i c o r s  of ths t nc t i cc .1  c i r  Corcus mere u-rai lublo in 
t h e  T h a n t e r  for c o r i s u l t o t i o n  vfheti t h i s  r e p o r t  V I E S  p r e y r o d .  

- j - 
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r e p o r t s  t o  r-ext-of-kin, t h e  Tar Deprrrtinont i n s t i t u t e d  u syston o f  r e -
mrt in : ,  by i n d i v i d u a i  ;.WJ pitrch c9rd f o r  exch  casualty. T n i s  s y s t v m  
k i t  i n t o  a f f e c t  1 lriurch 1944 i n  t t u  European Theater c f  $por&tions.' 
Tho conv6rs ion  :o :.,!XU raporTii ig  olinin:.t.>d t !m wuiun l  pr-p,rat?on of 
s t 3 t u s  ohmgo  c w d s ,  g r c u t l y  i ' n c i l i t , i t o d  h a n d l i n g  c f  c a s u L t l t y  ir.for!t!&-
2.,,ior.,' and i n c r e u s t a  accuraoy  ~ l t i  murev.:iioh r s p o r t s  proccssed.7 

12 ,  Channels of' C a s u a l t y  :!cpor,tine. The casca l ty  r e p o r t i n g  s y s -
t a x ,  P,S rdc-,tod '~n ahe  Zuropcnn '1he;tor cf  dpei -at ions i r i  ;Larch 1944, 
axtanris throLigr,eut t h e  chnin  ci' oomn:anc from t h e  lowes t  m i l i t a r y  u n i t  
io t>a Wsr Dspartmnent. yne system b r i o f l y  p r o v i d e s  t ! iu t  f r o m  t h e  low-
r s t  m i i t  The m p o r t  i s  prccosced  t h r o u g h  t h e  r e g i m e n t  and d i v l - i o n  t o  
arqr o r  si:nilar hendqunr te rs ,  a t  iv>.ioh p o i n t  un i n d i v i d c a l  ECRU punch 
c n r d  2 s  preFared c c n t a l n i n g  a11 necc ss3r;i i e f o i - m a t i o n  per te i ! i ing T O  
%he Li1,lLTlCual, At u 3r s i x i l u r  handquar:ers, a l l  cards  a re  ccllso-
lidj.l.ei c lni ly ,  I i a t e c ,  and dispatched t o  The Tl icn ter  Ad:,utant C-enernl 
C&s.an?ty 3ivLsio:i by special c o u r i e r .  At - t h u  Theater l c v c l  the:; hre 
procsssed by checking n g a i r s t  e x i s s i n g  oasua l ty  files, The i r i for inut ion 
i s  then  reproduced on a T h e u t e ~c a s u a l t y  c u r d ,  ccnsaliduted f o r  t h o  
curi-c-nt dxy, mri dispn';?l;ea 'a;: a l r  ocur i e r  t o  The A d j u t m s  Genernl, 'War 
Depwtment ,  'Yushiiigton, 9 .  C.  These okrds become -,he o a o i n  f o r  a c t i o n  
taken by t h e  >i''TLirD e j i ~ r t p i e ~ t ,such  ds i i o t i f i c u t i o n  :lf t h e  Lext-of-1tifi, 
setT1e:nent of ncco;ulto, and s t a t i s t i c a l  a m l y s i s .  
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b e  The European Thozter  c s s u s l t y  exgerience W G S  l i m i t e d  t o  
Air Force c a s u a l t i e s  Linc 1n;'ormal r e p o r t s  of exper iences  i n  the I l u r t h  
A f r i c a n  currmign. Consequent ly ,  Theater  d i r e c t i v e s  i!iit i a l l y  mere 
general in r ic turo m d  s u i t e d  mainly t o  t h e  A i r  Forces. 

18. Porscnnel  and T~-a in . i r .g .~  a. Divisions and o ther  u n i t s  ser.t 
over6eus froin the Zone of I n t e r i o r  had little concept ion o f  bat%le 

9. 	 Informxzion f o r  t h i s  pnraeruph WBS 0.haine.i from rcr?lit.s t o  S e n e r a l  
kai-ci q u e s t i o n n a i r e  'uy Eq lJSFET, Thi rd  Army, find Seventh Army; also 
f rom memorandum, Col R 9 Partorson,  f o r n e r l y  i,G o f  V Corps,  t o  Lt 
C o l  11 L Carey, s u b j e c t :  "Casualty !?qor t . ;ng  In F i r s t  US Army," Exam-
p l o  ;j cf p re - inv rAs icx  planr.ing nn5 tr:iinlrig a s  as f o l l o w s  : 

a. F i r s t  Arm:.;: 

( 1 )  In p w p a r a t i o r .  f o r  t h e  invasion F i r s t  drny c n l l o d  ccm-
, 	 bined  G-1 -',G conference in Line exl? sp in6  0," 1944, 

ir w h i c h  bact , le  casualty r e p o r t i n &  '::as oriphusizcd. Casu-
clt;; o f f i c e r s  c f  %e :$,; seo:ioris o f  ths ist and  9 th  divi-
s i c n s  gave intensive I n s t r u c t i o n  lbasod U ~ O "  t h e i r  ocmbat 
exl?crie:iocs i r  t h e  Xorth African end k i i t e r r u ! i e a r .  T h e e  
t c r s .  

(2) 	 Dr:l SUDS t a  test acd igirprc,ve procwhces we:% !Icld, corn-
p l e t o  s r o c e s s i n s  W C G  c m r i e d  ,on, und il!TTJ c a r d s  punciieci, 
?:!any e r r o r s  were w d e  by ' j a r t i c i 2 a t i n y  d i v i s i o n s  8nd 
vera retuived with c o r r e c t i o n s .  The valm o f  such  t r a i n -  
i n g  was demonstrated i n  c a s u a l t y  r e p o r t i n e  d u r i n g  t h o  in-
vasion, f o r  units ?vI:ich hud par r ic ipoted  i n  tho  try-run 
s x a r c i z e s  hrrd m ~ c hl e s s  liff i c u l t , ,  ti?w u n i t s  vrl:ich I ~ C !  

be321 unable  t o  y r t i c i p u t e .  

CoDrdinur,Lon of  st&ff s o c t i m s  i:o%,.corned n l t h  battle c n s u -( 3 )  
n l t y  r e p o r t i n g  vrzs c-!'f'sc.tcd ir. 'ICorps p r i o r  t o  i n v n s i c n .  

h. T h i r d  Army: 

c ,  Seventh Amy, t h o n  under  {{ ' IO, in prepara t ion  f o r  its o p e r u t i o n s
i n  Southern Frmncc, i n s t i b i t e d  a , t ra in ing  p r o f i r m  or:)phaiz:.ng 

- 5 - 

I?gg~?~~~~~ 





Theater  d i r e c t i v e s  on casualty r e p o r t i n g  b s  l a t a  8 s  
Tiarch 1944 were g3neral  i n  nrtt'are and s u i t e d  p r l -
mrr i ly  t o  the  Air P s r c e s .  Tlds  condis..os hi 

c o n s t a n t l y  p r i o r  t o  D - D D ~imd subsnguentl)- t 
cui; the campdgn R S  r e s u l t s  of s t u d i e s  anti G 

exper iences .  

There vrc3 ti f a i l u r e ,  c r ' io r  t u  D - D a y ,  o f  s tuCf  seo-
t i o n s  t u  syprec ia te  the r o s p c c t i v s  p T 0 b l e m s  c f  c t h o r  
s t a f f  3CCtion5 oxcon led  rvi't?. r e p o r t s  rt?lat.ing - t o  
c a s u a l t i e s ,  thercb'r c i iur ing duplicatio: o f  of"&, 
iniidequnte repor t s ,  nnd delays,  Fortunately,  mcs' 
of these sroblens were eurl:isolved 111 t h ~  days c f  
t!ie cmptiign. 

?.tL>.ci~ii3k.;ps c s t c 5 l i s h e C  v i th  o t h o r  A l l i e d  c m i e s  
were good. Points 3f vizw cn c a s u a l t y  rspcr- ing 
Wera cxch;m(;aA., ogreeaiorits ;.i~ahttd, m d  d e t s l l e o  in-
s w u c t i o n s  issued, but r.dnqu:ita l i a i s m  ? I L L S  l ack ing  
t o  i n s u r e  complinnce x- i th  tilo p r ~ c e d u r e se a -: i i L l  

ta:llshod. l L i : ~d.cf ic isnc; i  r e s u l t e d  i n  - . h a  l o s t  i n  
exii im;;d o f  in for imt ion ,  ;nndequ;tte rcportr , and 
i n f o r m s t i m  reported i n  a " u i e r  no'; rouciily t rana-
l a t e d  i n t o  Thcatcr  r e q u i r e n e x t ? .  Standurd f o m s  
and f i x e d  prooedurvs f o r  intcrchanSc of i.ffor!ililtioc 
waul?  huvs haon of cons idera?)Le d i d  I 

Problsms i n c i d u n t  t c  rvport1r.E 011 reca-;urc.d A l l i e d  
:.Flit,+ry p r s o n i i e l  v:bro not ii,: ;rl;cititod untll a f t e r  
i;hc i .rvnsion. 

Alt; iough %!lo r e l o t i o n s h j p  oE hospi t t i l i zcd  c u s u u l t i e s  
to t o t a l  cnsuulty repoi - -c i i i~w i l 6  rljoogiized, tlic s l g -
n i f i c u n c c  or" Adnrssion ma b i s i o s l t i o n  Reports in 

,.mlty processir.5 ~ 1 3 ~ f u l l y  rLal izcd.no- h o b -
s involved in d i e  prccessi.ng gf rscords on iias-
a1 c.Lsu, i l t ias  v'ot-3 n o t  f o r o s o m ;  therePore, iri-

an'irely ix,iCorlu:.tn u::d twice 
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ii. . d x p h i b i o ~ s  l o s s e s  occurred  i n  volume, r e s c l t i n c  i n  s a p a r u t i o n  
of men froiT. t ! is i r  u r i i G . 3 n i t  c a s u a l t y  r e p o r t s  of  n e c e s s i t y  c l n s s i f i o d  
cuch l c s ses  as " N i s s i n g  i n  Act ion. '1  Through a ser ier- of checks from 
r e p o r t s  of  nava l  e v s c u u t i o r ,  hos; i t31 ttdinis s ions ,  m d  t h e  re?l . :cesent  
coniund,  t h e  CLisualty Divisior.,  T h e u t e r  Bdjiutnnt Generalq s Sect lon ,  was 
able t o  c o r r e c t  more t h a n  10,000 ( o o t i n a t e d )  "Missing in h o t l o r . "  r e p r z s  
which o t k r f l i s e  i'rould have r e s u l t e d  i i i  improper  War Dopir tnent  
n o t i f i c n t i c n  -io :lex%of kin.  

1 7 .  Errors ziiu Tine  1,sgs. (See a l s o  pr.r. 2'3) excess ive  e r r o r s  m d  
-_I

t ime l i g s  i n  r a p o r t i a g  cocurrzd ,  d u e p r i n a r i l y  t o :  

a ,  U n t r a i n e d  parso:iiiel. 
b. I J n f a m i l i u r i t y  vrit!.. t h e  r e p o r z i n g  procedures. 
c. Lack of ccordi?.a-.;ion of r e p o r t i n g  End prcceGsine agencies .  
d .  F a i l u r e  o f  d i r a c t i ~ ~ e s  f m c t i o n s  and  t o  Y s t a b l i s h  c l e a r - c u t  


r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

e .  InaGequato systems of pr0ceasir.g and c o n t r o l s  n t  d i v i s i o n  

mcl armj. ( c o r p s )  hendc,uurters .  
f r  Delays  i n  t r a n s n i s s l o r !  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  r e p o r t s .  

19. IVar D e p ' i r t m n t  I n q u i r i e s .  I'rior t3 D-Day, t h e  War Do?artrrent 
p o l i c y  r e q u i r e d  n o t i f i c n t i i i :  u f  ilia f a c t  o f  casuel 'q v:itiioct d e t a i l s .  
h e  t o  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  pres3uro  of i n X Z d u a l  i n q u i r i e s  ana p b l i c  op in ion ,  
it kecnine neceosary  t o  f u r u i s h  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m t i o n  t o  n e x t  o f  kia. 
The Far Deportmelit thereupon u id  essei i t ia l ly  a?. about-face,  i n  a s t a b l i s h -
ing a p o l i c y  t o  g i v e  t o  next  of  k i n  a l l  of  t h e  fac tE  which v!~dlId n c t  
v i o l a t e  z o o u r i t y  r e g u l n t i n n s  o r  bo d e t r i m e n t a l  t u  t h e  c h a r a c t o r  of d i e  
ousua l ty .  T h i s  clisnge i n  p o l i c y  p inccd  3 irainendous h r d e n  upon a l l  
coninmds t o  a M u i n  inforn in t ion  a i d  w w e r  War Uopartrcen; i n q u i r i e s .lC 

"In -c!ic o t i r ly  st'tgea o f  tiir Casui i i ty  U i v i s i o n ,  a?d c s  la to  K S  u. few 
weolcs &fora  I I - D q r ,  g r e a t  d i f f  icult;.  was e c c o u n t o r e j  i n  o o n v i i ~ c i n ~  
f i e l d  ccmaunders of t h e  i m p o r t w c e  of  casua l ty  r e p o r t i n g  in i t s  relation 
t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c .  Eecause there wgs r.0 nead f o r  c a s u a l t y  pcraci?nCl 
i n  pocrcet im,  t v h l e s  o f  o r g m i i z n t i o n  d id  riot provide t ideqwto perrsnniiol 
f o r  casual. ty s o c t i n r - s  it? f i e l d  u n i t &  dur ing  c n i b u t .  CcnsGquentZy 
coirmuxiers were y e l u c t u n t  -:o au-thoriza p c r s o r x o l  For this p u r p s e .  Cur.-

u r e  from t h z  Eau3q ix ; t c r s ,  3.iropcnn T:-.sntsr af' Gpernzions,  
r a s u l t o c  i:i cons i .de rnb lc  inpruvininni;. IJemr-Jieldss ,  6aii10 u n i t s  w m t  
i n t o  c o r r l , ~ tton D-U,.r;i v;ith h o x p  r ionced  x d  i r . u d o q u i t e  personnel  f o r  
casuh1ty r e?o r ti r.6. 

1.1. Addi t ion31 p e r s o n n e l  dt t h c s t o r  mid arqr hckdqucrters  wcrc r c q u i r o d  
t o  pe r fo rm this task ,  but  it wiis oniy a f t e r  a j o i n t  invostigL>.tion 
of  dclays by r e p r e e e n t a t i v e i  c f  t h e  Thea ter  h s p o c t o r  General 
and .the T h e a t e r  Adju tan t  Generui  thit t h e  T k a t o r  iicla,dy!urtc!rs 
WLLS i r d u c a d  t o  gr.:r.t m u u d i t i o n u l  ; i l lo fmr ,n t  cf per-



19. Hospi ta l  c a s e s  p r e m n t e d  t h r e e  unique problems due, p r i -
mar i ly ,  t o  t h e  number clr h o s p i t a l s  th rough vhicii personnel were rnoved 
d u r i n g  t h e  e v a c u a t l o n  t o  t h e  r e a r ,  a n i  t o  t h e  speed of such rnnovernent. 

a. The T h e a t e r  Bdju tunt  General ,  l i c  was roapoiisi b l e  f3r 
r e p o r t i n g  t o  t h o  War Department cli c a s u d t i s s ,  htid d i r ' f i c - l ty  i n  keop-
i n g  t r a c k  o f  hos2italized c c s , i a l t i e s  dur ing  evacuat ion.  Moreover, the 
h o s p i t a l s  from time -to time chenged tlw s t n t u s  f:cm " 3 i t t l e "  l o  "!Ton-
b a t t l e "  casua l ty ,  and disconTinued r epor t s  of s t a t u s .  On D p l u s  234, 
t h o  procedure was changed by requ1rir.g a oopy of s sc i ;  Adnission and 
D i s p o s i ; i c n  Report  t o  be f i r n i c h e d  t h e  servicing ?:LRlr. 

b. Persoimei  r e p o r t e d  "'#ounded i n  Ac t i cn  ' r a i l e d  Lo a 
a t  h o s p i t a l s  ar.d wera o t h e n i i s e  unaccounted f o r  due t c ,  s a g t w e  ~ i -d e a t h  
w i t h o u t  r e p w t  dur ing  evanuaxion, or t o  d i ~ a ~ i p e a r a n c sf o r  no k n m 3  r e a -
son.  These were problems ir. t h a t  n e i t h e r  t h e  T i r r  Department nor s:is 
next-of-kin c o ~ l dk furr . ished siil;able informntLcn; tile only answer 
was u l t i n a m l y  -a change of sta7Lis i o  "ir;issin& in >.cI ion. ' '  

c .  P r i o r  t 3  evscua ' i im,  iho d i s p c s i t i o n  o f  r z c o r d s  cn h c s -
p i t a l i z e d  pe r sonne l  w3s automatic, i:ivolving frt2r.smission I r o n  +,he 
u n i t  t o  iJ:e Casual ty  C i v i s i o n  o f  tiic Thoator 
f o r  r e l a y  t o  the h o s p i t a l  cancercod.  kcausa 
r a p i d l y  tlirough t h e  h o s p i t a l  cha in  ciid t h e  re,?lacement :.onnsnts, i t  X C S  

impossible t o  l i n k  up t h e  records  and t h e  man during t h i s  process .  0:i 
D p l u s  60 t h e  u n i t s  were r e q u i r e d  t o  hold thm records f o r  30 days, an6 
on D plus 180 t h e  per iod  was extznded t o  90 days. Undor t h i s  l a t t s r  
p l e n  t h e  cyc le  of e v a c u a t i o n  'hias udequate t o  :ier:ni? the  in5 i iv idua i  casu-
a l t y  t o  r e j o i n  h i s  mit. If he wtia n o t  re turnsd t o  h i s  f o r m r  x i t ,  
t h e  r e c o r d s  were r e c a l l a d .  

20. Tke personnel  a1lo:i~est t c  c a s i u l t y  s e c t i o n s  cf krnies, c o r p s ,  
d i v i s i o n s ,  a i r  i o r c e s ,  m d  eircosvriaiids :NUS inadoquate for  casualty rs-
p o r t  processing.15 

21. General C o r r e c t i v e  ' h a s u r e s .  In a d d i t i c n  t o  s p e c i f i c  c o r -
r u o t i v e  metlsilres i n c i c & t e d  i n  the preoodiiig p a r q r a p h s ,  t h e  follc,!iing 
s t e p s  were taken  t o  improve casu.al ty  rsportii ' ig: 

a. A t  t h e  a i r t i c t i o n  3.f t h e  Wsr Dop6rti?e:ii;, r a p  
of tile TI-.eater Hendqussters  mtde a survey  o r  tho c.;w~: i lk  
system a s  i t  operazgd in t h e  a r m L C ; ,  ~:i.';h a vie:\. t u  i.!ipr 
t i v s s  and x o c e d w e s .  e er.-,:ieo had i n i t l a . t o d  6 i : ~ L l t i r  

subordinate  c c m w d s . o nca l  f o r  cnifwmit:: mior,!; c ~ , l l  
more a p l a r e n t  t h , m  ever'; 



b. Changes i n  Tnar Departmect d i r e c t i v e s  and the r e s u l t s  c f  

T h e a t e r  s t u d i e s  l e d  t c  imrpoved T h e a t e r  and army d i r e c t i v e 8  and ?rote-

dures. l6 


C. The need f o r  c o o r d i n i r t i o n  md i n t e g r a t i o n  of a l l  2afic.a;ty 

r e p o r t i n g  nnd processing un i t s  was reccgnized .  Tho Casliulty Sect ion,  

t h o  MRU, and the  ' raves  R e g i s t r c t i o n  S e c t i o n  were c l o s e l y  i n t e g r a t e d  

i n s o f a r  as t h e i r  f ~ ~ ~ c t i o i i f i  
r e l a t e d  t o  proceosing o f  cusilill-cy r e p o r t s .  

The f u n o t i o n s  and r e s p c n s i b i l i t i f i s  o f  these  s e c t i o n s  were more c l e a r l y  

defined. 


d. Procedures were s t r e a x l i n e d ,  unncaussu ry  s t e p s  e l iminay- 

ed,  and c o n t r o l  ut d i v i s i n n  and army haadquarters  impropci. 


e.  h s p e c i a l  c o u r i e r  s e r v i c e  f o r  t he  t runsmissior l  c f  casu- 

a l t y  rs;!or;s i'ror. the oiigir :c i t ing "it Chrough r u g i p e c t ,  $j .vis ion,  

c o r p s  and army ;D the T!ioater I Ioadquarters ,  was i n s t i t u t e d .  


f, Addi t iona l  p r e s s u r e  was brought upon all comwnds f o r  

speed fmd a c c u r w y  i n  casualty r e p o r t i n g ,  w i t h  admonition f o r  un:usti-

f ied  d e f i c i e n c i e s ,  


g. Additional F e r s c n n e l  were a l l o t t e d  cas,Jzlty s e c t i o n s .  

A d d i t i o n a l  empr.ssis was p l t c e d  on t r a i n i n g  i n  c a s u a l t y  procedures  j 

t r a i n e d  p - r s o m o l  were f r e q u e n t l y  furn ishod ceiv  c n i t s  j o i n i n g  the 00%-


man, on u?_exch,mcne(ebas is .  


C.". 3 
_I__ 

22 .  C u s L u l t y  h p c r t s .  a. The onsunl ty r o p o r t  or iginu5ed w i t h  
reg iments ,  s o p a r - t i  b t l t td i i~ : IS ,  coinpililies and s i m i l r i r  u n i - s ,  based 
upon uvliiliible in fo rma t ion  from morning r e p o r t s ,  reports .  o f  b u r i n l ,  
h o s p i t a l  urd a i d  s t a t i o n  r e p o r t s ,  c c i l e c t i n g  mi, c l e a r i n g  s t s t i o n  re-
p o r t s ,  and m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  s t r a g g l e r  r e p o r t s ,  

b. A t  reg imentn l  o r  s imilar  headc,uar ters  l e v e l ,  tb casu-
alty r e p o r t  was proceGsed Against  a l l  o-tnor otisualty rnfor,mition, c o r r e c -
t e d  i f  necessary,  und f o m u r d e d  t1iroug:i : idminis t ra t ive  channels t o  
Army ( a i r  f a r c e ,  co i~nunic~i t icn : :z m e  s e c t i o n ,  31- s i m i l a r  h a t d ~ u x t e r s  
f o r  o t h e r  s e r v i c e s ) .  Thu n r r y  1ieadqu:lrtors furn ishod cc:isoli6;Lted 
muchino rocorris listings and c c s u a l t y  corr ls  d i r e c t l y  t o  the Theater  
Hendquarters .  I n  F i r s t  At 'rq '  c o r p s  h a a d q u i r t e r s  were  rospons ih le  i'or 
p r o c e s s i n g  sasunlty r e p o r t s ;  i n  a l l  o t h e r  z m i e s ,  c o rps  heudqunr ta rs  
s e r v e d  only a s  E m a s  of t ransmias ian , lG ( m e  i n  t:ils connec t ion  para-
graph. 3 6 ) .  

' IC.  	 Cir 94 STOUSX, 31 buijusl; 1944, r e v i s e d  e x i s t i n e ;  c i r c u l u r s  und regu-
1utior.s and i ixorpord tod  procedcres  cnnci l r red ;ri by t h o  nrrrios. 

17. 	 For d o t a i l s  of p repnrn t ion ,  f l o w  e n d  p r o c e r s i n g  of r t l r c r t s  p c r t a i n -
i n g  t o  c : l su- l t ies ,  see Cir 31 ET0 1915 2nd P a r t  75 TM i2-3G5(tW.encl.) 

18. 	 For a t i n e  wken work v ; ~ s  hesvy Thi rd  P.rq1 1lf.d corps n o t i c y  sl;hgrrli-
n a t a  cor,xnda cl' o h a n g o  I n  s t n t u s  based  CE i idnussicn u n i  Uisposi-
tia:i R e p o r t s  ai '  i locpi ta1s .  - 10 --" g ; x J L C I E g  



c .  It was customary i n  t h e  European T h e a t e r  f o r  d i v l s i o n  
rear eci;elons t o  msi:ltdn a c a s c a l t y  s e c t i o n  of the  Adjuthnt Ger.eru1 
Xection f o r  d e t a i l o d  p r o c e s s i n g  o f  c a s u a l t y  r e p o r t s  aguins t  card f i i o s  
c o n t a i n i n g  casualTy i n f o r m l t i o n  f r m  n l l  so'rces. Conf l ic t ing  r e p o r t s  
were checked. by i n q u i r y  to t h o  r e p o r t i n g  org- r . iza t ions ,  

cl. ?he army b u d q u a r t e r s  casual ty  s e c t i o n  na in ts ine6  R c x u -
status f i l e  a R c i m t  w h i c h  each  o t i sua l ty  r e p o r t  v i l i s  v e r i f i e d ,  bused 

o n  cumulbt ive r e p o r t s  3f b u r i a l s ,  h o s + t a l  admiss ions  or d l s p o s i t i a c s ,  
and r e l a t e r !  in format ion ,  I n  ce.ses o f  c o n f l i c t i n g  informution,  tho cgau-

a l t y  s e c t i o n  nade v e r i f i c a t i o n .  Having detQriIIinEd the acc'irticy o f  t h e  
r o p o r t ,  the i n f o r m a t i o n  w w  s e n t  t o  t i e  s e r v i c i n g  machine r eco rds  u n i t  
f o r  p r e p a r a t i o n  of punch c a r d s  and ec t ry  i n  a consol idcsed  macninc l i s t -
i n g  which served. as t h s  r o p o r t  t o  bhe Ti lentor  Hosdqumters ,  

e n  I t  ?;as s t o n d u d  p r a c t i c e  throughout  t h e  Ehropoan ' h o o t e r  
f o r  a h igher  Iieadqunrtera t o  j.nform t h e  u n i t  i n i t i n t i u g  ti;e r e p o r t  of 
ccisuslzy of any ch;l:!gos o f  s t k i t u s  which  c m e  t o  the a t ten t ior .  o f  'the 
liiglior !-.endquarters from otdirr source 3, 

23.  Admission ;nd I J i s p o s i t i o n  Repor ts  of I i o s p i t i l s .  1. Pr io r  t o  
L? p l u s  234,  r e p o r t s  on c a s u a l t i e s  a r r i v i r y i y t  he h o s p i t a l s  I N B E  i r -
r e g u l a r ,  due i n  p a r t  t o  the hospi taL p r o s t i c e  o f  changing type of  CB-
s u a l t y  q o n  e:iuminut?.on, Ifiorcovcr, c a s u a l t i e s  v i e r e  moved so  r a p i d l y  
tliu't t h e  o!ksualty 6bCtiOnG h d  d i f f i c u l t y  in k e e p i n g  t rack  u f  them. 

b. L\n D p l u s  2 3 4 ,  a l l  h o s p i t a l s  and c;her medicel I n s t a l l a -
ti0r.s wera requi red  t o  suhrci t  a copy o f  n % h  Adinissio:i  an3 D i s p c s i t i s n  
Rei7or.t t o  :he & e r v i c i n &IvzlJ, :uhich punohed f t  l o c a t 3 r  cr.d c t u t u s  c a r d  
f o r  sccnun:ing t o  ail units conoerned,  An nrny I*iRU furnished c o p i e s  3f 
t i l e  c u r d s  t o  t h e  former o r g a n i z a t i o n  of a 6 s i p " t  o r  r ~ t t a o h w n t  of 
euah pat ieni ;  U S  w e l l  8 8  B copy t o  t h e  a m y  c a s u a l t y  soot ion  for  conple-  
t i o n  of  i t s  records .  

3. idaissim e n d  Dis:>ositioir Repor ts  se rved  8 s  o m  of t h e  
p r i I l C i p d  sources  of' L::form&tion and  v e r i f i c a t i o n  of  c a s u a l t y  s t a t u s ,  

24. Reports  of Eur i i i l s .  Dally c o n s o l i d a t e d  l i s t s  o f  ra3crt.s of  
b n i a l s  W Q ~ Sf u r n i s h e d F F a f i u a l t y  s e c t i o n s  o f  armies, a i r  f o r c e s  
and conin1uniclitior.s zone n e c t i o n s  by g r a v e s  r e g i s t r a t i o n  of f iccru ."  

25. Reports  o f  S t r a g g l e r s .  Provost M a r s h 1  rcpo:.ts o f  s t r u g g l e r s  
were furn ished  crrsual-by s e c t i o n s  of arraies, c i r  f o r c e s ,  and contlunica- 
t i o n s  zone s e c t i o n s  d a i l y  a s  ti bfisis f o r  v e r i f i c a t i o n  or f o r  changing 
cus11alty o i a t u s . 2 ~  
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26, C a s u d t y  Repor t ing ,  I ,  i i s  p r e v i o u s l y  i n d i c a t e d ,  the f i r s t  
exper iences  i n  Theater  o z s d t y  r e p o r t i n g  developed t j i r o q h  t h e  combat 
:niss ions o f  t h e  Eighth  and !?Tinth Air F o r c e s o  I'lie u l t i n u t e  c w m l t y  

19. 	 Pur 12, cir 3 1  ETOUSA 1945. 

Par 14, Cir 31 PT9USA 1946. 


21. 	 Informution based on Rq N i n t h  A i r  Force repl;. tr 3enera l  b a r d  

que c t i onnaf r e. 
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r e p o r t i n g  proceduros i n  t h e  a i r  f o r c e s  were  e s s e n t i a l l y  the same u s  
t h o s e  i n  the ground f o r c e ;  t h c y  were b o t h  based upon tte same de ta i l ed .  
T h e a t e r  A i rec t lves .  

b. Reports on c c s u a l t i e s  p repa red  by a i r  fo rce  u n i t s  wore r e -
viewed a t  ccmnland h e a d q w r t e r s  i n  much t h e  same manner as  i n  d i v i s i o n  
h e a d q u a r t e r s  of t h e  Eround f o r c e s ,  W.en forwhrdsd t o  a i r  fo rce  hoadquar-

t e r s .  There c a s u a l t y  r e p o r t s  were v e r i f i e d  a g a i n s t  a l l  cu r ren t  
r e p o r t s ,  whereupon c a s u a l t y  s t a t u s  c a r d s  and soch ine  l i s t i n g s  viere pre-
p a r e d  a3 she  o u s u a l t y  r e p o r t  Cc Xeadquar t e r s ,  European Theater  o f  Opera-
tions. Headquar te rs ,  US S t r u t e g l c  A i r  For0e.s i n  Europe, was no t  i n  .the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  chsnnel  f o r  c a s u a i t y  r e p o r t i n g ,  

c. %E Air Forces  e s t a b l i s h e d  c lose  l i a i s o r .  .:ilt>l lower, pnra-
l l e l ,  a n d  h igher  headquar t e r s  t o  obtei!? coord . ina t i an  3f a l l  i n fo rma t ion  

p e r t a i n i n g  t o  c n s u a l t i e s .  :n;erdependoilcy c f  r e p o r t i n g  agencios und 
i n f o r m a t i o n  r epor t ed  we.s emphasizod. Demmnd l'cr speed and accuracy  wns 
s t r e s s e d  a t  a l l  t imes.  

d. Spec ia l  problems of c n s u e l t y  r e p o r t i n g  as ;hey per ta inod  
t o  t h e  a i r  f o r c e s  vi11 be d e a l t  w i t h  i n  succeeding  paragraphs.  
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27. Functions Performed. A. Aacount ing  f c r  i n j i v i d u a l  b a t t l o  
and nonbat3 le  c a s w l t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  T h e a t e r  and G O  the War De?artm.ent 
was accomplished p r i m a r i l  th rough t h e  machlne r eco rds  syste:n hJ t h o  
use of punch ourd forms.zs A t  ormy h e a d q u a r t e r s  ( c o r p s  headquar t e r s  
i n  F i r s t  Army), oa rds  were punchod f r o m  v e r i f i e d  b a t t l e  GWIJRlty r3 -  
ports u:id a d a i l y  l i s t i n g  made f o r  t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  x long  wi th  u complete 
s e t  of punehod ca rds ,  t o  t h e  Tiiea-ter Zeadquur t e r s  as  the a r v  c a s u a l t y  
r e p o r t .  Corps were f u r n i s h e d  c o p i e s  of t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  oards  f o r  veri-
f i c a t i o n  and f u r t h c r  s t a t u s  clieckirig, Upon t r a n s f o r  of u n i t s  t o  an-
o t h e r  oommiinrl, t he  o r i z i n a l  s e r v i c i f i g  NRTJ fwni+ .ed  tho ncv s e r v i c i n g  
NRU u s o t  o f  c a o u u l ~ y  c a r d s  on tha t r a n s f o r r e d  u n i t .  

b, Machine Records D i v i s i o n  o f  :he i:d;UtGnt General Sec-
tion, Thoatar Headquar te rs ,  p rocessed  r e p o r t s  from army, a i r  f c r c e ,  und 
ooimunioa t iona  zono sock ion  h e a d q u a r t e r s  a f t e r  v c r i f ' i c n t i o n  ty 3110Crtsu-
a l tp  Div i s ion .  These hE%J c a r d s  bocarm t h e  b a s i s  fo r  t i e  c a s u a l t y  re-
p o r t  t o  the War Depurtirlant. Likev:ice,, i;ho Xachiiie Records U i v i s i c n  f u r -
n i s h e d  c o r r e c t e d  punch s a r d s  f o r  i r x i v i d u a l s  whose cusuul ty  s t a t u s  w s  
ohunged u s  o. r e s u l t  of  a u t h o r i m t i v e  i:iforn:ation avuilul-,le t o  t h e  Ihad-  
q u n r t a r s .  

c, Yoro t h c n  l , o O O , O C C  c a s u a l t y  r c p o r t s ,  inc luding  changes ,  
were  procoszod t ? tho  War Depbrtm0r.t d w i n g  t h o  Europatin cwpaigr!. 

28. R e l a t i o n s h i p  %o Other  Sections. a, In t h e  gro'2.d f a r c e s ,  
d u r i n r  combdt one ru t ions ,  tlic armv c a s u a r t v  s o c k i o n ,  n a v o c  r e p i s  t r n -  .. 	 _ -
t i o n  s e c t i o n ,  m d  MRU were c l c s e l y  r o i u t c d  sr:d h n c t i c u e d  l~r7p:y  G S  n 
t e a r .  'This r e l a t i o n s h i p  was sa  c lose  . t h a t  I n  the Third Arny, !'or ex-

22.  	 ?'or d a t u i l o d  procedures ,  see Tart 75, TI,! ,12-305 (omandcd);  f o r  
MRV c ~ s u u l t y  accoun t ing  i n  t h e  European  'hcdtor, scto Genera l  %ai-d 
Study No 46, "M~ch inc  fiecords I n  the Europeur. Theliter of Operations," 

23. Manual account ing  wus nbpmdoned 1 March 1944. - 12 -
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ample, t h e  t h r e o  o r g a n i z u t i o n s  were bivouuclced I n  tb.9 s:me breu :>lid 
moved t o g e t h e r .  S p c c i a l  j o i n t  messing f a c i l i t i e s  were mai:itzlr;ocl. 
The MliU mas o r g a n i c d l y  mobile ,  jut C-suxl ty  Gzctioii a n t  ; r rvcs  3zeis-
t r o t i o n  S e c t i o n  were dependent  upcn o-Gher sourdcs of tr,nsport:!tio::. 

b t  In t h o  Amy A i r  Forcqn t h i s  c lose  r e k t i o f i s h i p  17~1snot; 
developed ,  a l tho ,Jgh  it w o u l d  have been d e s i r a b l e .  l'he Ei::hth A i r  ?orce 
had  no Lrdves r e g i s t r x t i o n  teems but r e l i e d  t o  a l n r g a  c x a n t  upon 
ground f o r c e  r e p o r t s  o r  r o p o r t u  from graves r e s i s t r a t i o n  porscnncl  o f  
the Ninth Air l 'o rce .24  

2 9 .  - < c s u r x y  i n  deporting. a. Tho f:rsl; o-uicm h casualt:: re-
n o r t i n g  WRS accuracy  tmd y e t  t h i s  was cr.e of the  m s t  d i f r i c u l x  g o a l s  
t o  o b t a i n .  Xinoty  p e r c e n t  of c a s u c l t y  r e p o r t i n g  e r r o r s  occur  i n  orgn-
n i z a t i o n s  I x l o v r  divi s i c n  l e v e l ;  d i v i s i o n s  and h i g h e r  1iendquar;ers a r e  
l a r g e l y  process?  ~ . go r g m i z a t i c n s .  The vol;;me o f  e r r o r s  i n  r d t y  i n i -
t i a l  r e p o r t s  c a n  be reduced  by a s c r i e s  o r  c c a t r o l s  and checks  a t  
h i g h e r  a d n i n i s t r a t i v e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  b u t  'these cheo1c.s >.re i n  no srny sub-
s t i t u t e s  f3 r  a c c u r a t e  i n i t i a l  r e p o r t i n g .  -4 l a r g e  v c l m c  of i n a c c u r a t e  
r e p o r t s  ocnurred d u r i n g  und imdi&t.telyf o l l o w i n g  t h e  invas ion ,  c a u s -
i n g  embarrasxent  t o  t h e  T h e a t e r  ana t h e  'V'lar Cepar tnent  m d  unnecess:<ry 
s u f f e r i n g  t o  next -of -k in .  

,J.  X - 1  l o v o l s  of conma:iu s t r e s s e d  s~:c:iracy. Froin t h e  Theu-
t e r  H e a d q ~ a r t e r sdoivnvard, ccnuilanders w r s  c o n s t a n t l y  ren?ir.ded of  I . n ~ o -
c u r a c i e s ,  a n d  a t  t i m e s  d e f i n i t e  c o r r o c t i v e  h c t i o n  w a s  taken  t o  o7;ercmt: 
c n r e l e ssiie 6s i n  r s p o r t i n g .  25 

o, Proper  trainin:, and i : ido ,c t r ina t ion  i n  c a s i u l t y  r e p o r t i r i p ,I 

was omit ted  i n  t h e  Zone o f  I n t e r i o r .  Tnis c e r i c i e n c y  was  o f  n o c e z s i t j .  
c o r r e c t e d  in tlis T h e a t e r  bJt o f t e n  a f t e r  commit",eat of u n i t s  -;o L i t t l e .  

d .  'Casua lg .  r e p o r t i x g ,  i n  o r d e r  t3 be a c c r r a t e  and prompt, 
had t o  be predic.it,ed 'Apcn - t h o  csta1J?ishmont of u system o f  pr3cessi:ig 
and c o n t r o l  a t  rr.ajar sdm<.nis t ra t ive  heaclqu i r t a r s  untl t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  of 
all available so.irces o f  i n f o r m t i c n .  ' h i s  f u l l  i n t e p a t i c n  w d  ex-
change of i r z o r x a t l o n  end adequate  c o n t r o l  c m e  only  ; h e r  combl i t  ex-
p e r i e n c e .  

e .  The e f f e c t  o f  speed cln a c c u r a c y  
t e n d e n c y  toward l i b r a l  use o f  a "hssinE; i n  .:,ction " c l a s s i f i c u t i c n  
e x i s t e d  when a l i t t l e  xore  t ime v:ould hcve per 
o l a s s i f i c h , t i c n .  P r e s s u r e  f o r  t ine u h o  L A  i s 0 2  oi . :~: icnal  f a i l u r e  t o  
r e p o r t  sur roundinz  o i r c  n o e s  in ,,qoer:coto d o t a i l ,  In  g c m r a l ,  s t a -
t i s t i c s  oi' t h e  T h e u t w  i . a r t e r s  s l ~ c ~ n ~  1::;s t!ic t ixe  l a gthu? t.hs 
betweer. d u t e  o f  ccls..i:ilf d,:tc 0 5  r e F o r t ,  -tlie fe.;rer t h y  e r r o r n  mr-da 

24. 	 Statement  by L t  CTrF-fi "ahan, AtiU, Hlr Soctio!:, Genera l  
Roard. 

25. 	 Hc,UZFET r e p l y  t o  C-er.e:'ul Roard q " e s t i 3 n n a i r o ;  2 l s o  e x p e r i e n c e s  
LP. V Carps as re1:r ted by ccl K R P a t t e r s o n ,  f i G ,  Corrc.cr,i.ro a c -
'cior,s v a r i e d .  'PhLter ,  ariry, una d i v i s i o n  comwnders  conducte?. i n -
ve s t i g a t1on E ,  inte r v i w:ie d canua1 is sued d ire1: ti- ~ ety offic 3r s , s, 
and on scme cocasxons  reprirnmded subordii:ute coi*,nw.dors f a r  i n -
n t t e n t i o n  t o  c:isualty r z p c r t i n g ,- 1 5  	-
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by t h e  r e p o r t i n s  1iecdq;mrtsrs.zfi  This conclusion WVUE bcrne c u t  bj. re-
7 o r t s  of  t iw  Th i rd  I;nd Seven th  Arnuas a d  i;iintn Air Force, wliiGh s t a t e  
t h a t  uccartrcy was rnaintainad in s p i t a  cf speed. 

50. Tine Lflgs i n  Repor t ing .  a. I n  Chtipt8r 2, paragraph 17, l'rLre 
g iven  indi=ions o f  t h e  c~~us?for t i m e  l u g e  dcring the  invusio:;, 
Chief  among the  g e n o r u l  CLIUSOS 01' tia-s lag was delay  i n  t r m s m i s s i o n .  
The froque:it t r a n s f c r  of uni'ts From one caiima:id t o  n n o t h r  compl i c i t ed  
p rocedures  m d  i nc roasod  r e y r t i n g  t i m e .  Diir ,ng r ap id  Lind f r e q u e n t  
.novwivnic of un ndrcinis 'crutive eche lon ,  the t ine l a g  vas  greuti:: i n -
c rcssod .  L l v i s i o i :  r G c , r  cche lons  vera s e p x r . t u d  from t h i i r  f o i v u r d  
eche lons  by :is muck. u s  100 m i l 3 3  w i t h  little or no f r u n s p o r c n t i o n .  
c o r p s  wxl ~ r m yhccidquurtors vwre :iicovise seplira-ed, 

b. Cons tan t  prsssure uild v i g i l i m c e  were, exorc ised  by the  
'?fur Dopartmsnt,  t h e  Theu te r  Xandquirters, and arrnjr heudquur te rs  on sub-
o r d i n o t a  conmiriders. L)al:3ys i n  rep0rt i r .g  mere lirought L o  t ! i o  a t t an -
t i o n  of ill coruniidors cor.carncd, w i t h  r e q u e s t  f o r  inmedint3 r s m e d i a l  
a o t i o n ,  Toto1 t i w  clac,s ing f r o i n  tks:  du% of t h ~cusur:l ty t o  w b n i s -
s ion  o f  rc-rporo t o  .;!--e TJw Dopnrtmont :XoErcssivoly reduccd frorr. 2 9  
duys on D p lus  GO ts 8 dnys on D p l u s  160, and t o  l e s s  thurl 7 h y s  on D 
p l u s  240,  "his 1ittgr t i m 3  wis mLSzained u n z i l  VE-C 
C C p t i G I l S . 2 '  

0 .  Ways : ad  x w m s  f o r  d e o r e . . ~3f tiino lags  were  ConStal t t l ;~  
sought .  

(1) 	 Si icc in l  cilsual-iy c o u r i e r  systems wera e s t a b l i s h e d  
f rom t h o  r c g m c n t  t o  d i v i s i o n  z c  corpfi  to my ~ 3 d -
q u u r t e r s ,  ;~nd from %rrryhusdCpGrtorS t o  tb.3 ThGn-
t c r  1[a~dqi ia r to : ,~ .  I'h3 'Tho;,tur A d j u t x t  Gciiwrctl con-
s o l i d c t o d  o n s w l t y  r c p c r t e  t o  t h e  Var 9opart.7,cr.t and 
dizp,:tclicj. the in  by iir cour i c r .  

9cve:opmznt of un i fo rmi ty  i n  c u s u d t y  r e p o r t i n g  do-( 2 )  
c r i a s c d  tiloso 1 - g ~ .  

( 3 )  	C o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  3 reduct ion  i n  time Isis  YJUS iniprova-
n o n t  of' p rocodurds  i n  p rocess ins  and i n t o g r u t i o i i  o€ 
t h e  o ~ a c i l l t y  ?,ystemand NRU. 

3 1 .  C a s u d t g  G l a c ; i f i c % t i o i i  by T j p e s ,  The t w o  i m s S  50ri3,.1s c l o c -
st ficii t ion-ida d t c t; i v e thc,grG?EZdif i': cuiti e z : Ed it-, Ac-
t ion , ' !  t i x l  "i.Bssiiig i n  Iczioii ."  %e g e  c l a s s i f i c u t i o n s  l e d  t o  R o t i f i c e -
t i c n  t o  next -of -k in ,  and i f  e r roceous ,  lin?ie-essnry g r i e f  BS w e l l  ti a 
pu.:ilio m i s t r u s t  o f  c a s u n l t y  r e p o r t s  r e su l - zod .  I n i t i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  
c l a s s i f i c a t i c n  a r o s e  l a rge ly  b c c ~ u s eof t h e  f o i l u r e  of War Depwtment  
d i r e o t i v e s  t o  e s t u b l i u h  c r i t e r i a  f o r  r e m h i n g  A reasorioble c o n c l u s i o n  
of (loath c r  f o r  o i a s s i f i c : i t , i on  a s  "Ibiss inE iz ,%:ion." The Thenter, 
toward  the c l o s e  o f  t h e  campi&c,  hnd cf;er x m k s  of  ex-mrioncc,  i ' l n d -
I$ deooloped s tunda rd  c r L t e r i n  R S  ouL1ins.d i n  pwagraph  8, C i r  31, Eurc-
pean Thetlter of Operc t ions ,  2 3  I lsrch 1945. 

26. :Iq USFJT re?ly t o  ?enera1  Eo'rrcl quostion:!nira, 

27 ,  	 Third  Xnny s e t  a s  B g o d ,  arxl maintiiined throughout  nos t  Gf t h e  
c a q a i g n ,  a m a x i m u m  f ive-dog t ime lag f n c t c r ;  Seventh Army cvera-
ged f ive  days from NovemLer 1944 t h rough  A p r i l  1945. 



a, K i l l e d  i n  Act ion ,  l 'here we.6 scm t endency  toward pres-
s u r e  t o  d e c l a r e  i n c i v i a u a l s  k i l l e d  i n  a c t i o n  w:ien t h e  a c t u a l  evldonce 
was iiot ccr .c lusive of don th .  6. r e p o r t  from the Seventh .4rv s t a t e s  
t h a t  c e r t a i n  u n i t s  wero d i r - c t e d  " t o  f u r n i s h  f i c t s  on  iviLich a s s m p t i o n  
of sur-sival is based," if a f i n d i n g  o f  d e a t h i w s  not n ~ r t i e . ~ ~Ir. such 
c a s e s  t h e  presumption should be i n  f a v o r  o f  s u r v i v a l ,  urid t k e  u n i t  
d i r b c t e d  t o  f u r a i s h  e v i d e s c e  on which a r e p o r t  of d e a t h  i s  m&e. 

t. ;Iissin.; in Action.  

(1) 	 During amphibious oFsru t ions  of t h e  invas ion  t:.ou- 
sands o f  Ten were scpnr,rt;ed from t h e i r  u n i t s  mad r e -
p o r t e d  miszizE i n  a c t i o n .  F x t w i a t o l y ,  t n c  'Phca-
t e r  Adiutun: S e r e r a l ,  hy prucnvcing uai::st v a r i o u s  
r c ~ o r ' c s , :vas ab10 t o  i .aao1int I'or ar.d propcr ly  c l u s s i -I 

f y  a p p r o x i n a t e l y  10,ooc personnel  s o  r e p a r t e d  ( s e o  
paragruph 3 5 ) .  

( 2 )  	 The a i r  fo rces  i n  t he  r a j o r i t y  o f  cases  liuvo had 
l i t t l e  ohnics  but t o  daolare  combat crews l o s t  eve? 
onemy t e r r i t o r y  as "Missing i n  Act ion".  SuppletmIlT-
ary- i n f o r m t i c n  upor, which t o  ci-.ur.ge c l a s s i f l c n t i o r J  
]lis corn8 p r i m a r i l y  from: 

Repor ts  on rooovered  A l l i e d  pr isor .ers  o f  \Tar,( a )  

( b )  	 Graves r o g i s t r n b i o n  tenms. 

The t ime e lapsed  f r o m  d a t e  of c u s w l t y  TO i d e n t i f i -
c a t i o n  of  L i r o r u f t  and/or bGdie8 has s e r i o u s l y  in-
peded o l a s s i f i c & i o n ;  moreover, Lhe luck  of grbves  
r e g i s t r h t i o n  p r s o n n e l  sorvir.g wit:? t h e  ground for -
c n e ,  b u t  trained in a i r c r a f t  r ~ c c ~ n i t i n r i ,  i r n -k s  
?odod such idont i f io .c t ion .2g  

t i n o  i n  declctring "!,!issin(; i:: i i - t ion" 
Sl . jes  is gerierdLy q r e a 3 .  by g r o m d  Tortie tind i i r  
f o r c o  ccmrwnnds r.6 72 Iicw-s d u - i n g  w!iich i,ima t h o  
v . z j o r i t y  o f  c l a s s i f i c c t l o n s  can 5.3 mide. The T t o n -
t e r  r e g u l a t i o n  (Cir 31 ETO'JSA 1945) u l . l O v J a  11 rcui-
r u m  3f t o n  d q s ,  wnich i s  g e m r a l l y  considered suf -
f i c i e n t  t o  p s r n i t  i n v e s r i g a t i o n  and r e p o r t  i n  'mu-
su.11 circsmst i r ic . ;s .  

C. S e r i o L s l y  I n j u r e d  3r.c Woundad.-~ 
A t  t i m c o  casu i l l t i es  c l a s s i f i e d  "Ser ious ly  Injured" 
or"V7ounded i n  Act ion" have f e i l e d  -Lo :?ppear i n  hos-
pi7;nl  o r  ot lmr r e p o t s .  Ce.sos o f  t h i s  shtiruc:er 
P.iive r e s u l t e d  f roin: 

(1) 


(a) Capture  ty enemy durin;; avacunt lon.  

28.. 	 Hq Scvanth Arrrg. r F l y  t o  Genardl b a r d  qses t ior . rn i ra .  

29. 	 The Kinth Air Force i t i l i z e d  m o b i l e  gruves r e g i s t r r r t i o n  tow on 
t i l c  Camtinent; tha Eigk. th  A i r  Force r c l i a d  on l i c i s o n  wi4A g r o w d  
f o r c e s  ~ l dilinth Air !'c;'cr.cc g r a v o s  r e & i s t r : t t i o n  personnel .  l h a s e  
systems ore  cons idered  inadequate ,  bu t  pend ing  hig:i-level R t u d l e s  
no r,Jr;estion f o r  i m p r o v m e n i  s:m 'w mde, .  

- 15 -
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Ueath d u r i n g  evacuat ion v r i t h w t  r e p o r t  of death.(b) 


( c )  t i i s s i n g  f o r  unhovm reesons. 

( d )  E r r o r  i n  i n i t i a l  r e p o r t i n g .  

(2; These r e p o r t s  r e s u l l e d  Lr. i io t? f icd t ion  t o  n e r t - o f -
k i n  b u t  probibi'ced sup;>leir.antal r euor t s  of  3 r s g r e s s  
boccuse t h e  in? . iz idual  cculd n o t  b locntud.  T!:o 
only a l t e r n a t i v e  !.n such  cases  was t o  r e c l a s s i f y  tho 
i w l i v i d u n l  as  "I~dissir,g i n  Aotion" a f t e r  u reasonable  
? e r i o d  of  tine, A pol icy  of d e l a y  i n  r e p o r l i n g  t o  
next -of -k in  " S e r i o u s l y  Injured" cnd "RoundeA i n  hc-
t i o n "  onfie6 unti l  confirmed bj h o s p i t a l  admiss ion  o r  
o t h e r  r e p o r t  n a y  have been d e s i r a b l e  t o  avoid  e m e s -
s lve  g r i e f  urd g o n e r a l  publ ic  susp ic ion ,  a l thougn 
u r ; j i i s t i f i e d ,  of t h o  c a s u a l t y  repor t ing  systcm. An 
n L t e r n a t i v a  p l a n  would bo t o  r e p o r t  all such c a s e s  
"Idissinp; i n  h c t ~ i c n "  mti1 accounted f o r  i n  sllp!'1e-
: reu ta l  r e p o r t s .  

32. ;,iedicel I n s t a l l a f i o r .  Repcrts:O a. The medico1 i m t d l a r i m  
r e p o r t s  Were v i t a l  r a c n r l c  i n  verif:;ing o r  changin,: t,ho status CIS !-e-
p o r t e d  on i n d i v i c l u a l c a s u a l t y  r e p o r t .  On D p;us 294 d m  'Theater Con-
mn.der ::iode .mridatory t h e  fu:-r,ishing pf O M  ccpy of  RCnission and u1s-
p o s i t i o n  depor t  t o  t h e  s e r v i c i n g  imp ELF m a n s  o f  pnnch sards ,  t h e s e  
r e p o r t s  were inCegrated into t h e  c a s u a l t y  F ~ O C ~ B S ;t i l ey  se;nwd ~ l s o?-S 
tl b a s i s  f o r  n o t i f y i n g  t h e  u n i t  ocncer ied  of  change of E ta tus ,  

b. Beports  t o  erncrgoncy a d i r e s s u r s  w s r e  mads on s e r i c u s l y  
ill b a t t l e  rid nor.t:attle p n t i c f i t  6 .  

C .  Repor t s  o f  pro<:-ess iiore mado n e r i o d i c a l l y  t c  e w r g e n c y  
addrossef i s  or, all b a t t l e  c a s u d l t i . e s  n!id on n s n b a t t l e  pu t ien t f i  r e p o r t e d  
s e r i o u s l y  i11.31 

d. L e t t e r s  of  sym?ntiy m t r o  w r i t t a n  t o  rxergency addresseoa  
on b a t t l e  cass.ialties o r  nonSL;';tle c u s u a l t l c s  w:?o smre s s r i n u s l y  ill 
upon adnission 3r mbsequont1:r b e c m e  so. (Sea paragraph 34 3n L e t t o r s  
o f  Sympathy and. Ccnuolenoe .) 

e .  For o t h e r  prot:c:nz psr ta ini7.g t o  I - iospi ta l lzcd c a s u a l t i e s ,  
m e  ?cirligriph :5u(5) and 19. 

33. Recovered A l l i e d  E i i l i t a r y  Fdrsonnol,z% R. P r i c r  t o  t h o  
i r ~ v ~ \ ~ l o n ,there w a s  L i t t l e  o r  no p l a n u n g  t h e  acoounting f o r  ro-
o w s r e d  A l l i e d  r z i l i t a r y  personnel (RAMP), li'liis problom k c n m e  r e a l i s -
t i c  t o  t h e  Theater  A d j u t e n t  Canoriil s h o r t l y  a f t e r  D-Day, h u t  s f f o r t s  
t o  o b t a i n  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f ron  r e s p o n s i b l e  p l m n i n g  a u t h o r i t i e  s o f  tlu: 
Suprerr.e h a d q u a r t e r  s VXJ re gem r u 11;. CruiCiec 5 .  

30. 	 ?4r il, Cir 51 ETOUUSA lN5. 

31. 	 Piir 113, s i r  31 RTO:JSA 1945. 

32,  	 F o r  d a f i c i o n c i e s  in staff '  p l o n n i q  ilnd reco:Nnc:?aations on t h i s  
g e n e r a l  cuSjqc:, see G:u,:eral &urd Study :io 103, "Mil i tary po-
l i c e  A c t i v i t i o  B in Connect ion  w i t h  . the  Evaouation und C o t o n t i on o l  
P r i s o n e r s  o f  Yiar, C i v i l i s m  I n t e r n e e s ,  and N i l i t a r y  P e r m r i n e l  3~3-
covar6d f r o i n  finemy," 

- 16 -
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RA.iPS : 
R E  - (Returnod t o  F l l i t a r y  Cn-trol) ,  

R:.B - (Returned t o  X i l i t a r y  Control i!os?italized 
Wounds 3r Injured i n  Bat t le)  

fc,r 

(Returned t o  !\tilitaryControl Eos2i ta l izea 
Non-Battle Causes) ,  

f o r  

(2; 	 Prepare c a s u a l t y  s t a t u s  cards arid disssrnint te  thoc 
t o  repor t ing  w i t s .  33 

d ,  The Cusual ty  Sect ions a f  a r y - haad;ue:ters ass:;:?st t;>e 

p r i n c i p a l  Surdcn cf c o1lat i r .g  infor;:tation b l l i e d  7 L l i t a q r  
on F C C  J V R T ~ ~  


personnol ,  c s o a p t o r s ,  und. occlders su'bjsct zo U S nL1i;wy lax. :: .;e-


'came e s s o n t s i l  t o  e s t a j l i s l t  a lose l i a i s o n  with ti12 h-z~yP r J v o s t  i : a ~ ~ h a l  
on s t r a g g l e r  ~.r.dovadwr repcr.ts, the Surgeon on hos- ical  r o p o r t s ,  lrld 
t h e  IMRU OF. processing.  There was no unifor:iLty on processi.1; r e c o r o r j d  
A l l i e d  mi l i t ,n ry  personnel  l i s t s  E t  the p o i n t s  of l i .mrut ion  - a t  t i r . c e  
this was done by 3-1 personcel as Flamed,  sni a t  t i n e s  ;Y r,l-nb-rs cf 
t h e  A d j u t a n t  G o n e r d  Section.54 

34. L e t t o r s  o f  S p p a t h y  flnd C o n 6 0 1 e n o e ~ ~a ,  k t t e r s  of s:Tip%th:r 
t o  e m r g e n c y  ucidressess vwrfi ohligttory on personnel a h i t z e d  t o  
h o s p i t a l  s o r i c u s l y  111 or who lrttcr becam ser icuspy 111. L 3 t t ~ r s  
v:ere prepsrcd  by :hospital pcrsotmol, They Eavs f v c t s  :kretLi!iiq; t o  
d i a g c o s i s  m d  tret.i;noiit being hdninis tered ~!?.<i uxprasseC <s1.erul s:T.-

33. i i l t i o u g l i  the T ime  e l e n o d  covered i s  not  i p u t  of  t > A s  r a p o r s ,  i; 

34. 

3 5 ,  

of 0ser.itioris .I1 
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L e t t e r s  of coodclsnco t o  next,-of-uin :':ere yTrit-,i.n i n  
o w e  of dea th ,  F r i o r  t o  19  O c t o k r  19rC such l 5 t -
t e r s  were opt iona l ;  n f t c r  ;hat dato  t l q r  '::ere ob l iga-
to ry .  The comnmding of f ioers  of m i t s  wera rcs?on-
s i b l o  f a r  t h e  w-it ini:  of l e t t e r s  o f  condaloncj, t u t  
wore authorized t o  delcguto the  preparation o f  sc:h 
l e t t e r s  t o  u n i t  or hosp i t a l  pzrsonnel o r  t o  $?I>?-

lains. 


I n i t i d l Y ,  only t h e  fac t  of  ddath was given, witi:out 
condi t ions o r  circumstsncos prta:r.ing vl-;r<!z3; la-
t e r  t h 3  FnliC)r :w.s adopted t o  spare nothing 
vm:lld n o t  v i o l a t e  s e c u r i t y  r cgu la t ims  o r  m i l i d  n o t  
appear dero$ot,ory t o  t h s  ind iv idu61.  This chcnge i n  
Fo l i cy  c m e  about through public t ? p n l  from rglri-

t i v e s  a t  h x e  :.:tic Fianti'd a l l  poss:blo infom;tion. 
Fhotographs of funoral services s-d of g r ivzs  i n  
I)grinc.nsnt a tmetdr ios  tiem psrmitscd. 

TO avoid l c t t o r s  of  condolence rcachilig reat-Df-kin 
p r i o r  t o  o f f i c i a l  n o t i f i c a t i o n  by t h e  Vnr 3apnrtmer.t 
a l l  such l e t t e r s  ? iwo  I)rOCossed tis-o'+,h t h z  Casual ty  
l l iv l s ion  3f tho 'Iieater,:'5 I n i t i a l l y ,  xn: l e t t t j r s  
o f  condolonco  had t o  be rh turn i?  to u n i t s  :or correc-
t i o n  ; a d  Addi tLon81 i n f o r m t i o n .  h i s  n c t i o n ,  
In  substmco,  served 3 s  t r n i r i n g  ir. such lo l . t s r  .::rL-
t i n g ,  It i s  rezro t t i ib lc  tht no t r n i n i n g  for ~ c ! :  
1 - t t c r s  n.,d boon gLTion i n  the  Zons of i n t e r i o r ,  Ar.d 
i n  f a c t  r0.y u n i t  conminders did I:ot even i s o ~ rti-2.t 
l e t t e r s  of cor ldolxca vzre roquirid.  

F r o m t k  po in t  of  visw of noxt-of-kin ~ n dthe  poco-
r n l  publ ic ,  l s t t o r s  of  condolence nLx.ir t o  h s w  
been g r l t e f u l l y  received.  L-Lttla gon-rd r=ccgni-
huo boen giver. t h i s  function, bilt th j  n m l x r  
of peysonal i a t t c r s  rccsived ir. r d p l y  m d  the 0%-

prl.ssions of g rLi t i tude  ind ic- te  t h e i r  trcmer.dws 
T ~ n l u oas 2 morale fac tor  on t h z  "horn front" ad 
souroe of conffort t o  boronv0d fd l i%57 



xi2 s T R I c T E D  . - - - - - - -_  
( 5 )  	 From ha p o i n t  of v iew of u d e i n i s t r L t i o r ,  t h r o  i s  

soin3 d i s p u t a  .us t o  t h o  vl;luc of such l o t t , r s .  Thcg 
were eXp6Ct6d t o  r a t u c e  the vol.une of  u h i n i s t r n -
t i o n  by f o r e s t a l l i n g  umcceesary  i n q u i r i e s .  Cer-
t a i n l y  t h e  e a r l i e r  l e t t e r s ,  in ,which 90 i n f o r m a t i o n  
was giver. o thur  t h a n  tiis st-ternent of d e a t h ,  Ereatly 
m ~ g n i f i e d  t h e  a d m i n i s t r ~ ~ . t i - ~ e  burdoi  i n  s e e k i n g  i'cr 
and o b t a i n i n g  f u c t s  t o  anwrer i n q u i r i e s .  The l b t e r  
p o l i c y  of CivinE all a h i s s i b l o  f c c t s  not only  m d o  
f o r  b e t t e r  r o i c t l o n s  a t  home b u t  reduced t h e  voluino 
of i n q u i r i e s  ,38 The ccncer.sus of opinior. seems t o  
supqor t  t h o  p a c t i c e  of v r i t i n g  l e t o e r s  of condo-
l e n c e  as a m8ms of rsducing c d m i n i s t r u t i v e  work. 
The Seventh  Army, however, recorrmnds t h 8 t  suc'n l e t -  
t e r t i  h voluntury  r a t h e r  t h a n  m n d n t o r y .  8 9  

3 F C  	 Transfers o f  U n i t s .  a. 

Conclusions 0.: conmutiers 8.-e uneniin3us that; ttx(1) 

t r d n s f e r  o f  ur i i ts  from O T ~ir~rjor.cui i i~~tl l ldt o  m o t h e r  
.major com.*.nr.d enormously complicutcd c a s u a l r y  re-
por t ing .  i laport lng p r x o d u r e s  wurc  n c i  u n i f o r m .  

:nanding Officers.  'rhe l a b t e r 5 , X V i - X  v e r y  f t r s  sxcep-
t i o n s ,  s::ow g r e a t  thought ,  p o r s o n a l  i n t o r s s t  m-d s;m-
pathy,  a d  ~ h ~ y  unfsiiing confcr i ;  arid h e l pb r i n g  u1rr.o~: 
t o  the  bereaved fami l ies .  lhc-re i s  k s ' . ~ ~ l l yar. enormous 
hprovemsnt  i n  tho  a o r u l e  o f  t h e s e  bsreavod mmkrs 
nfzer  such a l a t t c r  i s  r o c o i v e d ,  nlti-.o:~gh oomparnti.vely 
fuw o f  the rcc ip i r :c t s  seem t o  t h i n k  o f  ackr.owlcdgini, 
them, deo? though t l i o i r  grz:ittlda is, ahcse l e t t e r s  
rrmt o f t e n  r a p r c s c n t  c.lmost s u p c r l ~ u n ~ r ~  o n  thoe f f o r t  

p a r t  o f  ';tiaae busy msn, u:id it; soem only r i g h t  t h d t  

t h a y  should know, f r o a  o m  persbnh? experience and 

contac t ,  how wortlivrhile i s  t h o i r  t a s k .  It must be 

hard t o  keop on .!iritinE;, y e t  rarely lu8rning of t h e  

e f f e c t  o r  r c a o t i o n ,  As a nombwr 3f t h o  ?!onen's Volun- 

t e e r  C o m m i t t e e  on,;agad i n  making cond2lenco v i s i t s  t o  

t h e  Eaxt of  kir. of  wtir c a s u t . l t i e s ,  t o  oxt-.nd t h o  sym-

patnJ  o!' t h e  Arm/, I porsonnl:;., tl1ir.k s'izh l o t  

a r e  t h e  i*.cs; inerc i fu i  w.d : io rn l s -bu i ld ing  of cl; tila 

Army e f f o r t s  i n  t h i s  connect ion. ' !  


38. The F i n t h  Air Fcrco,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  szstoment  nuth- 
er isod i n  T h o a t e r  c i r s u l u r s ,  o b t a i n e d  f r o x  t h s  Thchter  Haadquar te rs  
permiasion t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  str-tcmcnt i n  l e t t e r s  O C  con-
dolonco I 

"?t:ri;Jnul c f f o c t s  o f  the oc.suolty hcve ~ C I Io a r c d  
f o r  i n  ucoorclilncs .;rith r o p l a t i o n s  and ? r i l l  bo 8: ; ipFd 
t o  you ?iy t h e  Army C ; u : r t s r m ~ s t e r  Corps." 

The IJ intn A i r  Forpo  cdds t k i b  c o m e n t :  "This  statemen? inc ludod 
in lett.orG o f  condolsnco apprssiubly redui:ad. t h e  ilu:i:ber of l e t t e r s  
of I n a u i r y  f ;oz  next  'of k i n , "  

39. 	 To t h o  quos t ion ,  "Did l e t t o r s  of condolence npprco iab ly  raduoo t h e  
f lw i  of l e t t e r s  o f  i n q u i r y  from ncxt-of-kin?",  Suventh Army m 6 -

wered: "Compuloory l d t t u r s  o f  condo1cl:cc rire w.sa t ie fac tory .  I t  
;E n o t  b o l i e v e d  t h b t  they rc2ucs  l e t t e r s  of inqui ry ,  which was sup-
posedly one of t h a i r  piwposcs. Due t o  t he  l f i r g e  volcnlc of C L S U -
a l t i o s ,  they a r e  of x o r s s i t y  rous ino  and a t o w a t y p e c . "- 19 -
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v c r i f i c r t i o n - Lxrkaining t o  re5or  
ous comnand had to  k cooi-dicuted 

t h o  ne# comnland and f i l e s  had t o  bo t r u n s f e r r  
The h igher  i n  the  ecnnlon tne 'Grmsfer, WLC g r a g t o r  
were the  d i f f i c u l t i e s  enconntorccl. 

Due t o  t n e  extrerlv r a p i d i t y  i n  t r a n s f e r  cf t t c t i c 2 . l( 2 )  
a i r  u n i ~ sf rom 3:ie liendqilartors t o  m o z k r ,  t!s :.,ro-
blens cnusad by Transfer  o f  rrtu;jor u n i t s  i n  the i i r  
f o r c e s  w a r e  probuhly groc.tcr 'Lis 
ces. I t  f rcquot i t ly  occurred t j l K  

.:.'ere o p e r a t i n g  under as  man 
:ing t h e  p z r i o d  coverod  o n  n i t i a l  r c p r t  'of C ~ I S J -

nliius. For t h i s  r e u s ~ n ,  extram- coord innt ion  of 
roporxs m d  d d p l i o r i t i o n  of rccorI?s vrit!iin d l  t h r e e  
conunnndj were osswntial .  

b. anon& t h e  moro s o r i o u o  o f f i x z s  of s m h  trnnsft: i-s YJCX tix 
fo l lowing:  

ImroiisLd likzlihood o f  unrjport,.ci c ~ s ~ ~ E .(1) 


( 2 )  	Reports  nnd r c c c r i s  c o t  uniform duo t o  ropor i ing  
under mcdi f iad  systems a d  cor r t ro la .  

h 'aoessi ty  f o r  r cch~nno1 i r .gs u ? p l e w n t i  r e p o r t s  on( 3 )  
t h c  i n i . t i 3 l  c a s u a l t y  and ropor t s  f rom h o s p i t a l s  per-
taining t h e r e t o ,  ?/it11t h o  lddod burden of coordlnc-
tior. bo'armii tlic: o r i g i n a l  unci tiiu nv:: coimmd. 

Necessity f o r  r e t r n i n i n g  cusu;lty processing(4)  
n e l ,  T n ~ srcquLr; imnt  wr.s lusrened as c,jsual 
ccss ing  b:onir.o more uni form throu$icut t h s  Tt 

0. I n  Kovrriiter 1944 t h a  Zurcpean Tiisi tor as6umc.d responsi-
b i l i t y  f o r  c a s u a l t y  r e ? o r t i n g  on c a r t a i n  unit:: o f  t h o  1lr;ditorruncjii 
T h e a t e r  t r u n s f c r r o d  ;o  zhs European Thantor  for  thd i z v c s i o n  31' Sou-. 
t h e r n  Frcnce,  casualty curds  p-opi red  by t h o  i.,RIJ's i n  the !,%jiltor-
rancan  Thcator  woro  submj t t o d  .to thc; Eure ;an Th3ater r:i th u?i-.ot.<tad 
ohungos i n  czsue l ty  s t c t u s .  Boc:use ~f the cliI'for,.?iicii i i i  system LIX-

ploy-d, it was ndcossary t o  ropunch t h o  .cntiru :ilcditc>rrmi;un TIizxtar 
cusut i l ty  	f i l e  f o r  oonvorsion to t'ne Europcm Thc-t.;.r I , ist. i l r l ,  

d, (1) 	T o  f u c i l l t : k e  c o o r d i n i t i m  o f  c a s u l t y  r e n o r t i n 2  cr. 
t ra r . s fa r red  Lni-ts,  t h 3  Theater  clirec.tive rcq : . l rod  
the major ec!ielon from ar!iich u u n i t  was t r m s f e r r s d  
t o  Eurnish u cu:n?lete cssuul t5  f i l e  o f  thc  organi-
z a t i o n  t o  the  casualty prosessing zchelon t o  -hr!iich 
the unit ' w r m  t r a n s f e r r e d .  I n  p r x t i o e ,  t h i s  ljecniw 
i n  substance t h e  f u r n i s h i n g  3 t  IJRU c a s u a l t y  cards  hy 
the original 1 R j  nnd tnn furn ish ing  c f  o ther  z a s u u l -
t y  informat ion  l rum the srmy o u s u i l ' t y  sectic!i, 

( 2 )  	 I?. tb Air Forces, t r o n s h r  or' z u n i t ,  i 

su'xeq,.mnt r e p o r t s  
hc adqllarte1, s o t h e r  
g l n a l  r e y c r t  -;ins sEbn.ltt 
comnand headquhr te ra l  responsibilitr t o  supp iy  c t i ie r  
h e a d q a r t e r s  ccr.:ernad v r i t h  bomclete informutior. 
c o p i e s  o f  r epc r - l s .  Comnmd liecdqunrters through 
w l i i c h  ,511 siihoeq;ent r e p c r t s  were subriit-ced. wo,;ld 
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Z g s r R I g ' : ;  
thsn e f f e c t  d l  necessary coordinatizn w i t h  ot i ier  
t a c t i c a l  a i r  comand headquarters  conocrnod. C - n -
r e r s e l y ,  comand headquarters through w!iich previous 
r e p o r t s  mere submitted would f u r n i s h  information 
copies  and effec.c a i l  neoessmy ooordinatior. .,vl'i.h 
comand  headquar te rs  re2ort ing subsequent charges 
and r e p o r t s .  Th i s  procedure in  e f f e c t  provided a 
complete h i s t o r y  f i l e  i n  a l l  tuc t ic : i l  a i r  commnd 
headquar te rs  on t h e  pa r t i cu la r  casua l ty  r e p  ted .  
The s e r v i c i n g  ECRU ries recjuiret t o  f L r i i i e i i u l l  Cao-
t i c a l  a i r  com::a:ds rrit'n a l l  s t a t u s  Lianges roported 

the 'xct.iss1 a i r  c c m t i n ~ s . 4 0  

36. 	 F'riiicipal ? rocoss ing  Leve l s .  9, hrny ~ c r s u ~  

(1) A t  a m y  o r  ccrps  l e o e l  t h  pr inc iFa l  I rocess ing  of 
c a s u a l t i e s  t a k e s  place pr ior  t o  submission o f  oon-
s a i i d a t o d  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Theftter Hedq.inrters. ' h o  
f a c t o r s  d i c t a t e  t h i s  processing. 

('a) 	 n e p o r t s  f ron  s u t c r j i c a t e  cownands, k c p i t u l s ,  
g r r v e s  regiE.tvation .units, unci provost  Bar-
a h a l s ,  ni&e poss ib le  t h o  c o o r d i n u t i o n  of o ther -
x i s e  uilralLlte6 rapor t s  on i n b i v i d u u l  c:*.'?ilalties 
and thc  v o r i f i o n t i o n  0:' c a s u a l t y  s t a t u s .  

(b )  	 Machi& rocords  u n i t s  a re  avai labl t l .  (The 
Theater  Regulations authorize MRLT procossing at 
e i t h o r  army or corps heodquurters.) 

In t h e  E u r o p m  Thoatar t h e  F i r s t  Army w a s  t h e  oilly 
a m y  which uf iud t h e  corps fo r  proocssing c a s u a l t y  
r e p o r t s .  It! the 0 t h 3 r  armies p rocess ing  vms 3ono a t  
b r , i y  hoadqunrters ,  using corps m l y  3 6  n lick i r i  Lhe 
c o u r i e r  trarsmbssion systsm. 

( 2 )  

(3)  	 The p r i n c i p a l  crgutrerems advanced i n  f u v o r  or  proces-
sing a t  cor2s  bevel than  arw Level a r o :  

(a )  	 C l o s e r  c o n t a c t  with suboi-dinute wi ts ,  ncking 
poss ib le  s ~ a e d i e rv e r i f i c o t i o c  o f  r o p c r t s ,  no-
t i f i c a t i o n  of chailges t o  r e p o r t i n g  wits, uud 
c l o s e r  c o o r d i n a t i o n .  

( b )  	.Decemsra?izatioii o f  t i lo  processing burden from 
cne command (arw headquarters) t o  s s v e r i l  coni-
" I s .  

The d m g o r  of consol ida t ing  corps E4RU's a t  uny( 0 )  	
h e a d q u r t o r s ,  tiloreby depr iv ing  c o r p s  o f  M im-
p o r t m t  ad.nir.is t r u t i v e  u c i t .  

(4) 	Tho p r i n o i p u l  nrgiiinents ii: f a v o r  o f  p rocess ing  t i t  

r t e r s  rutiicr t'-,un c o r p s  a r e :  

( r L )  	? r o v i s i u r ,  o f  G brouser JASR o: report:: g i v i n g  
morc  com-,lets i n f ' o rnu t ion  t o r  v n r l P i u a i i o n  and 
ok..ange o f  s-cstt is, resu ; t ing  i n  nore accurutc  
r e p o r t s  ap-6 fewer suSsequent s t a t u s  chnr.gcs 

kd. 	 Uinth Air Force r e p l y  t o  Geiisrcl b u d  cl:;astion~:uiro.- 2 2  -
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( b )  	 C l o s e r  ccordir .a t ioi i  of g raves  r e g i s t r h t i o n ,  pr3-
- rust  inershbl, medical ,  snd r e l a t e d  rcpcr;s. 

IC) 	 Centralization oi' s p e c i a l i y  zrained casualty 
p e r ac m e 1, 

( 5 )  	 The concer.s.us of o p i n i c n  i:i re?or'ss f rom Third,  Se-
venth, and Ninth Armies XCI:: t h a t  m s u a i t y  i -epor t ing  
a t  army h e a d q u a r t e r s  level  was slieedier arm m r c  ZIC-

c u r a t o  t ~ i a n  a t  c o r p s  leve l .31  ~ e v e n t l ~Ariay :i;1c1 usi-
l i m d  c o r p s  in t s e  Rort:? Lf r icun  and Sicilian CIIR-

paigns b u t  fowxl  s a s u a l t y  rap0rtir .g a7; mny head-
q c a r t e r s  ir, t h e  European Thectar  ;r.~ichnorti s u i t a t l c .  
Ir, t h e  A i r  Forces ,  p rocess ing  .,vt~s ds!ie !ti:. foro3 
haadqnart;ers, u:liicIi cc r rosponds  t o  am:? headquar te rs  
ir. the ~ r ~ u i dfo roes ,  

b, Thea ter  H e a d q u a r t e r s t 2  One mean3 of s.;eeding c a s u a l t y  
r e p c r t i n f .  t o  th.e Whr l i epar tn~nr .would bo t o  send r e p o r t s  d i r e c t  from 
armies and air  f o r c e  h e a d q u a r k r s t o  t h e  Tar Depxtinent  v:iti- .  a c3py t o  
t h e  T h e a t e r  Headquarters  f o r  l a t e r  g r x e s s i n g .  lThen i t  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  
t h u t  approximaTely only  36 hours1 d o l a y  occurs  i n  t h e  Theater  Hzad-
q u a r t e r s ,  t h e  v a l u e  o f  processin: ;  ~.tt h a t  IIeadqim-ters ap7eilr-s t o  f a r  
outweight  d i r 4 c t  r e p o r t  t o  t h a  War Depw tmerx. imoiig the advantngas 
d e r i v e d  from process ing  a t  Thsatsr IIendcuor-ters a r e :  

(1) 	Rendering of c o r r e c t e d  s t a t u s  r e p o r t s  based  upon 
a l l  T h e a t e r  scurces,  t h c r e h ; ~  r e l i e v i n g  t h e  Nsr  De-
par tment  o f  a l a r g e  voluine of unnecessary correc 'ced 
s t a t i i s  r e p o r t s  which would. lend to confusion u:id 
de lay  duo t o  dlstancc, us w e l l  as unfor tunute  n o t i -
f i c a t i o n s  t o  n e x t - o f - k i i .  %ring G !argT: operst:sn 
much i n f o r i m t i o n  i s  a v a i i a b l e  LO -:he Tta%t ,br  iIeiid-
quarters w l i i c h  i s  r i o t  o r  cnn.ict bo sado a v a i l a b l e  
t o  sulir~r.i!la;;te car;una:ids, For exanplo,  d,:.ri?c :.lie 
i n v a s i o n ,  t h c  Thcqdtor Hsadqcuartnrc ':'LIS a b l e  I:o clas-
fiif'y p r o p e r l y  !in us t inu tec l  10,000 ":dlssi:iy ir. Ac-
t io r , "  r e p o r t s  from i n v a s i o n  ;orces. (Soe  y r u -
graph  le.) 

( 2 )  	 hIaintenanoe of c l o s e  cor.tazt v : l t h  f i e l d  armics  itnd 
t imely  c o o r d i n a t i o n  of i n f o r m t i . c n  wit!; s ;bardir ia te  
c orrmznds . 
C p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r o n d e r  a s i n z l o  d a i l y  consol iduted  
r e p o r t  f o r  t h o  Thoatzr  vrhich can 'be packc:ged und 
d i s p t c h o c l  L.y s i r  c o u r l e r  f roi.~T!iocitar H8;Adqunr-
t e r s .  

( 3 )  

41. ' T h i r d  and Seventh Amy r e p l i o c  t o  Generul  liourd clues-kionnaire; 
Memormdun:, ?IC.1 5 t h  US Army, dtrted 2Y J x m a r y  1945 t o  Go1 Ooot.t, 
o u t l i n i n g  oasuul ty  r e p o r t i n g  a: Hq Hinth US Army. 

4 2 .  	 See H q  USPET r e p l y  t 3  G o n e r u l  3onrd pos t ion? .a i ro  j u s t . t f y i n g  ? r o -
c e s s i n g  a t  Thoate: Hq. 3 q  Ninth Air F x c o  f e l t  that, t.ine iiil->-oC il: 
transmisoion mi&; j u s t i f y  repor; d i r c c t  'rom i l i r  force Iiq, : . r i t k  
c3py C o T h e , ~ t e rH q  f o r  lhzor  p:-acescLr.g d i d  c c o r d i n s t i o n .  
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Various  a t t e m p s  were made t o  o.itain from The Xdju- 
t e n t  General ,  Tar 3 e p a r t x n t ,  R record o f  c!ienges i n  
s takus  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  ps rscnns l  roported as o a o u a l -
t i e s ,  based upon r e p o r t s  from ot!:ei* so'a-cas. €$J 
this n r o c e s s  t h o  T h e a t e r  could n o t i f y  mujor commands 
of personnel  r e F 0 r t e d  missin< i n  a3sion but  v;ho later 
were a o c o w t e d  f o r  l i s  prisoi iers  of vmr, h o s p i -
t a l i z e d ,  o r  same o t h e r  accowitakle  s t a t h s ,  

The T h e a t e r  was largely unsuccesof'ul i n  i t s  offorts 
m t i l  31  1 6 ~ ~ 2 ~ .  a new procedure Cissemi-1Y45, when 'GO 

i ia te  c a s u a l t y ,  informaLion LO chis Theater wa3 p u t  
in;o e f f e c t  bj tile Xar  3 e p a r . b " .  This p r o s e 2 w e  
involved  fonvara-ng A c3py of War De?artment, AGO 
F o m  No. 0380 t o  tk.e Thvoter on a l l  chenges of  s t a -
t u s  r e c e i v e d  by t h e  War Cepar'ume.e!lt f r o n  o t h e r  sour-
cqs. I t  has no: been e n t i r e l y  s a t i z f a c t o r y  % m u s e  
it r e q u i r e s  convers ion  t o  ipuiich card form f o r  d i 3 -
seminat ion  t o  c o m a n d s  ccncerned, 

I; d a i l y  t r n n s n i s s i o n  t o  t h e  l h e a t s r  of 1,RU c a r d s  
shovririg nhiinga o f  6ti l ' tus rece ived  b:, the War De-
p a r t m n t  f rom other t h m  Thaater  sources would have 
been t h e  s o l u t l o n  most s u i t a b l s  t a  t h i s  Theater .  

37, Lack of  U n i f 3 r n i t y .  U. I n i t i z l l g  the  Tar  DepaAment d i r e c -
t i v e s  on o&.sualty r e p o r t i n g  were so  g e n e r a l  % h u t  thet i t t l r i  o f  nper;i-
t iont i  had only  procedura l  guides t o  c a s u a l t y  r e p r t i n i ; .  As a r c s u l t ,  
the  E u r o p a n  Theater  developed i t s  procedures  q u i t e  independent of sgs-
tar.is i n  opertition i n  o t h s r  t h o a t c r a ,  Tht: l a c k  of ti d e t e i l c d  War De-
p a r t m n t  c a s u k l t y  r c p o r t i i i g  procedure brought  abbut  t b  d i f f i c u l t i o s  
recorded below. 

Assumpt ion  of casua1t;i repor t ln i :  f o r  tilo Xedi te r -  
r m m m  I'heclter of Cpsratior,s ccu ld  not  be unciartaken 
withou'; :nnjor o o n v o r s i m  o f  r e p o r t s  t o  t?.e :nu pro-
c a s s s s  of t h o  European Thciitdr. (5::~ pi- 3 5 c )  

European Thoutor  i n s t r u c s i c n s  t o  subordinnte  com-
'mands i n i t i c l l y  tenclod t o  b ?i,ensrul in c a t u r a  Ln 
ccnformi ty  wit'r, Wur Department d i r o c t i v e s .  

I n f o r m t i o n  r*?ported I n i t i e l l y  pronfd t o  be inade-
q u s e ,  r e q u i r i n g  tramendou. e f f o r t s  la t i i r  t o  ctcoer-
t n i n  e s s e n t i o l  f u t s .  

Units sh inped  f r o m  thz Zone cf 1r . ter ior  Find no . i ; rn in-
i n €  whatevsr  i n  c u s u a l t y  ropor t ing ;  u n i t s  fron o t h e r  
t h e n t e r  had t? lx ra t ra in . id  i n  + h i s  Tnoater. 

b. The e a r l y  T h e e t e r  d i r c c t i v o s  had s u b c t a n t i a l l y  t h e  s~me 
dsfeota  a6 War Dapar t ,wnt  d i r c o t i v e s ,  imposicg upr.  subordiriute communds 
s imilar  hlirdsi..ips a t  a later d a t a .  P r a c t i c e s  umong mjor sonulands 
v a r i e d ,  r e q u i r i n g  r e t r b i n i n :  under  now procedurus as ?units were 
transfo r r ed o r  r Ba 6 8 igna d , 

43.  	 Theater  BC Casrislty D i v i s i o n  H i s t o r i c a l  F,pt ( T a b  'C) sub~niL-ecl 

v f i t i i  :Iq USFE9 r e p l y  t o  Genernl  Bourd q u e s t i o n n i i r o . 
- 2 3  -
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c .  Expericr.co ir. t h e  .:uropear. Theater  has domcnstrtAted t h a t  
t!E niori; u n i b r r n  rb.0 syaterr. sf c n s u z l t y  r e p c r t i n g  and the more s p 3 c i -
f ' io t k c  criteria f a r  c a s c a l i y  c i i s s i f i c a t i o n ,  t h e  revizr t h e  e r r o r s  i i n d  
tlic l e s s  tho  aamis is t r t i t iva  l jsrden on uni-tzs i n  corzbnt.44 A s  f i n a l l y  
devJlCpnd i n  d e t a i l  a f t e r  months of combat experienco, t h e  T h e a t u r  di-
r c c t i n s  prescr ibed  uniform procedures  of o p r a i l o i i .  '-he c a s u a l t y  ro-
p o r t i n g  sys tem i n  opera t ion  a t  t h e  closc of the  Z u r o p a n  Camprrign .iias 
genera l ly  considared t c  me- i ;  t h e  r a q u i r e r e n t s  o f  t h  Tholiter t o  con-
p l c t e  satisfuct i cn .  

c1rnPisa 4 

C O X LVSI OY6 AIiD T33CO!YJ4I3lDkT ICKS 

SECTTON 10 

CONCLUEIONS 

2;U. Gcncral .  a. Tho c a s u n l t y  r e p o r t i n g  system. as  f i n a l l y  deve- 
loped i n  t m E u r o p o a n  Thcatt:r of Oprjraticns rnct t h e  roquirent?rfiLs of  t h e  
T h o u t s r  t o  c om?l,-t e  s a t i  sfa c t i o n ,  

b. Casual ty  r c p o r t  p rocoss ine  shuu1L ba done a t  nrmy r a t h e r  
t han  corps !ieadquart,?rs. The Thea ter  lleadqusr5ors sl:ouid p r o c a s s  cmu-
alty r e p o r t s  ' k f o r o  submission t.0 610 Tar Departmcnt. 

C .  ]/xu aocouiiti?g is both s , w e d i e r  and more acc twate  t'nan 
manual ac;counting. !LIU r q o r t i n ;  is more ucourutc  than ro2ort i r .g  115 
e l a c t r i c u l  trmsxi a s i o n ,  

X9. DLrectives. a. In,:ial i i r u o t i v e s  o f  t h o  War Depi.3rtmant 
vrsre e n t i r e l y  i n c d o q u t e .  Subseyuont d i r e o t i v b s  tondod t o  bo t30 

g s n e r a l  i n  natura. Crit3riti. Wuro o.nittGd f u r  reuching rsusor..ably con-
c l u a i v c  zvidcnce of death arid f o r  c l r t ss i fy inC "I?i.ssing i n  Actlor.." 
Thisso d o f l c i s n c i e s  l a d  t o  aa?y error-oous roporr;s.  

b. % r l y  Thuator d i r e c t i v e a  wore d r a f t o d  f o r  air f o r c c s  ca-
s u a l t y  rupor t ing  md werc w s u i t a b l e  f o r  g r x n d  f o r c e  o p r a t i o n a .  A l -
though i n p r o r i d  Lmforo  t1:u i n v s s i o n ,  it was , o n l y  a k o r  i n v a s i o n  Y X -
poricr:co k iwt  s u i t a b l y  tlt?tailr;d d i r c c t i v a s  t,nd proccdurus - w r C  daw-
loped. 

44. 	 All armies rr:yorting to t h e  G c m r n l  Eoard, t!ie liinth A i r  Forco ,  
and t h o  Casua l ty  Dlv is ion  of t n o  TheatGr Adjutant  Gonernl '  s Sec-
t i o n  rwcciwnnand f u l l  a tmdnr 'd iza t ion  aid i m i f o r m i t y  i n  casui l t :{  
r e p 0rt.r.g. - 2 4  	-
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c .  k c lear -s , J t  definl:ion 0:' func t ions  and r e a p o c s i b i : i t i e s  

f o r  each staff agency o r  operaziocal  !unit concern3d wit?. c a x a l t y  r e - 

p o r t i n g  c o i t r i b u t e d  t o  s ~ a f fcoor? ina t icn ,  apaed and nccurscjr .  


43. h a n s f e r  of un i t : ; .  a ,  The f r o r p m t  t r m s f e r  of n a j o r  u n i t s  

f ron  cne corviidnd t o  m o t h e r  caused s e r i c u s  d l f f i . c u l t i e s  i n  ctlsJaity re-

p o r t i i g .  increased  i lnifcrni t j r  i r i  r e p o r t i n g  procedures  diminishod The 

p r o b l e m  of  o a s u a l t y  r e p o r t i n g  i n o i d e n t  t o  t r a n s f e r  of  u n i t s ,  


b. Casua l ty  p r o c e s n i q  ccrwlonds r e c e i v i n g  transferred u n i t s  
m u s t ' r e c e i v a  a f u l l  f i l e  o f  ons,.mlt;T informa;ion on such w i t s .  

f r e n t . "  I t  W B S  a rt.isI;e.kc to wi.th-,old gorrrdssiulo partineii-z f ' ac t s  f r c n  
next-of-kin,  bofn f rom the p o i n t  of view o f  p..iblic m r i t l o  nnc! of  admi-
n i s t r n t i o n .  c'pinion i s  mi;umnimous, h,.k te i ids  t o  t h e  conclus ion  t h a t  
o b l i g a t o r y  l o t t o r s  o f  oondolenca recl;cfi i n p i i i r i e s  ;r.d r e w l t n n t  
adniini a t r a t i v e  co r r e sponcie:ize. 

b. C c n - x o l s  nu3t  bo e s t a b l i s h e d  t c  p t v o n t  l a t i e r s  o f  con-
dolence from reach noxt-of-kin p r i o r  t o  %.r c 1,t:nmz official r .ot i -
i ' ioaticrn of dea tn ,  T h i a  WRS b s l '  done by rou w c h  l e t t e r s  t h rougr ,  
t h e  Casual ty  Dj.visloii o f  t h e  !,tjut,w.t Gonorcil  Sec t ion ,  Eiurcnenn T h s i -
t c r  Hendquorter?, f o r  review wd dispn.soh. 

C. ~ e r s o a s e l  r e q u i r c d  t r r i n i q  i n  tb.0 w r i t i u g  3r lott-1-5 of  
synptitiiy and cmdoloccs .  

45. iTnif'ormity mid Stu-.dardlzntion. a. .fi uniform systeir? of ~ a -
sualty repor t in l ;  sriould lu adopted Yor all t h e u i c r a  of  o?erStions,  
b w e d  upon a t i l i z a t i o n  o f  milchino rooorc'.s and s t n n d u r d i i a t i o n  of f o r m ,  
punch cards ,  siic. codes. i'lie apex  of the  systein s1iuu)J. be t h e  War Do-
partman-., v:hi,;h a i s 2  shou ld  u t i l i z a  the  sbna s:rstoin i n  s e r v i c l n t ;  tliea-
t e r s  o f  opera t ions  wi t11  s t s t u s  olangcs. 

b. The War Department d i r e o t i v o o  should : 

(1) 	Incorpore tc  inn procedures  and i n s ~ ~ r u c t l o i i srecuired 
t o  i i iplenent  uniformity. 

(2) 	 3 s t d > l i o h c r i t c r i n  f o r  doter,rdr.ing d e a t h  and c l u s s i -
f:.inz " i i i s s inc  i n  Actior." O U S O S .  h p h t r s i s  s l iculd b6 
p lncod  on i>rccxmp'tion or  l i f o  r:!i,hcr Llian prcswnp-
tic:. o f  d o t l t h ,  

(3) 	 ZLiminato o t h o r  g e m r d . i t L u s  t o  the  ex ten t  ncoes-
ar:ry t o  i n s u r e  u n i f n r n i q  i n  r a p o r t l n g ,  

46. Planiiing and Coordinat ion.  R.. P r i o r  t o  colrhat u p o r a t i n n ,  
uni t  comiiundero: muat e f f e c t  f u l l  coordinazioi i ,  02 bctr;lo c a s u b l t y  re-
port ine; ,  wi th  h igher  nnd lovlcr eche lons  o f  commnrl, and ar?ong rollii-LA 
s t a f f  sao t ians .  

b. Fcr  army hoadq.darters, c o n s i d a r n t i c n  shou ld  3, givcr. t o :  

(1) :/btorizi:ig t h e  C a s u a l t y  Moction m d  Graves R e g i a -
t r a t i o n  S o o t i o n  'sjr providir.: fu l l - eqc ippod  VBn6.  
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( 2 )  	Attaching  a17 lmii s o l e l y  f o r  c d s u a l t y  r e p o r t i n g  pro-
ccsses. 

( 3 )  	 Providing t h e  r o s u l t k t i t  c n t r c y  w i t h  ;>crsonr.el a n d  
equipn8x.t f o r  u c i t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  end sspurdz6  mezs-
ing . 

c .  IL' t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  the  c m ? a i g - i n v o l v e s  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
v i i t l i  A l l i e d  c n i c s ,  d e t a i l e d  p r o c e d u r e s  should  be e f f e c t e d  i n v o l v i n g  
s tandord iz i l s ior i  of in format ion  to bo repor ted ,  z lhss i l ' i ca f ; ion ,  and 
forms t o  be used .  If amphibious o p o r n t i o n s  a r e  involved ,  nmvi1 r e p o r t s  
of e v a c u a t i o n  should  be i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  c h a i n  of c a s u u l t y  r s p o r t -  
iiip. 

47. Perso-no1 Snd Trainir.g, a. Tha Cas-n i ty  S e c t i o n  m u s t  he con-
s i d e r e d  tin i : i t e g r a l  p a r t  of-: A d j Q t a n t  G c n e r n l  Soct ion ,  T h e  Tnble  of 

.O r g a n i z a t i o n  allotment t o  h e a d q u a r t e r s  of a rmies ,  L i v i s i o n ,  iiir f o r c w s ,  
cnd t i r c t i c u l  A i r  comrmds should  be nugmented f o r  colnbut by p r o v i d i n g  
c d d i t i o n a l  w h i n i s t r a t i v e  psrsonrie 1 i o  : r o w  s s  b a t t l e  c u s i m l t y  r e p o r t s ,  

li. The A d j u t a n t  Gei ierul  S e c t i o n  o f  the h e a d q u a r t e r s  of  R 

t l i o a t e r  o f  o p e r c t i o n s  shou ld  he i i l l o t t o d  s u f f i c i e n t  p r s o n n e l  t o  n i 2 ' 7 t  

t h o  r o q u i r c m n t s  of  cosual.t:y p r o c e s s i n g .  

C .  T r a i n i n g  i n  b a t t l e  cas-mlty r e p o r t i n g  proceduras  s h o u l d  
be inoorporn;ed i n  a l l  peacebitno maneuvers nncl ~ i - v e ni n  t h e  A d j u t u n t  
Goilercil' ti S c l x o l ,  A. revicjv; of c u r r o n t  procadurcs should bo i n c o r p o r c -
ted i n  t h e  4dministr.:tLve p r o p a r a t i o n  f o r  mov::mcnc oversof i s ,  

d .  i)ersoI!nel of w z l i  org,mizu:i.m rnou l  d recsi,/e Thea ter  
i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  i n  odsuc i ty  r o o c r t i n g  t i d n d n i s t r d t i v o  prccoduro n and r e -
p o r t i n g  channols  p r i c r  t o  conrmimert  t? n - t i o n .  ';Tiionever possible C ~ B U -

a l t y  process ing  peroonnsl  should  be atyached t o  comnnds i n  combat t o  
observe u o t u a l  casunlt:/ r e p o r t i n g  before the w i t  I s  comni t tod  t o  
a c t i o n .  1 h un i t s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  n c o m n d  shc3uld recoiva i r rmedinw is-
d o c t r i n a t i o n  in l o c a l  oas..mlty r a F o r t i n g  u d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  This  ma;. w a l l  
be dono by exohange or m e  o r  r.or<. p c r s o m e l  w i th  uiits R l r e i l d y  I n  coin-
bu ti. 

40. Spsad and Accurccy i n  Repor t in%.  ;la The Cormanding C-encrcl 
of LL rioL1cr7EiXZids h o u l d  n , in i fnf i t  h i s ~ r s o : : d  i n te rns ' ,  i.n xccuraoy  
md speed of casual'::: r e p o r t i n g ,  both t o  h i s  starf sec t ions  concerned  
irnd t o  subord ina te  u n i t  corxxi rdcrs ,  

b. A uniform sys tem cf ocn.l;rols should be u s t a b i i s h c d  t o  
v o r i f y  o a s u a l t y  informzt ion  from 0.11 sources 2nd ct c a l l  l o v o l s  o r  casu-
alty r o p o r t i n g .  

c. D e f i c i u n c i c s  in u ccnm;ir,d should bo brough.: t o  t h o  a t -
t e n t i o n  o f  t h t  conin,ind immediutaly m i d  n e c e s s a r y  c o r r v c t i v e  u c t i m  
ta:a? n e 

49, T h e  p r x t i c o  of writing l c t te ! - s  of c y n p i t h ' j  2nd o b l i g L t 3 r y  
l e t t e r s  of  condolence should kz .,ontinui;iii-;Jf"cct, A T p o r t i n e n t
E C F x i c n  do not  v i o l a t o  s e c u r i t y  o r  v i i i d l  arc c o t  of a dorog:l';ory 
nuturcl should be giveri, i n c l u d i n g  d i s p o s i t i o n  c f  t j f f ec t s .  Personno1 
should b,: gjveii trailling i n  t h c  p r o p r a t i o n  of sucl i  l o t t s r s .  
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Army 	R s g u l n t i c n s :  

#, 503-550 


War Depnrtnent  C i r c u l a r s :  

Cir 21 ,  1942 

C i r  195, 1943 

Cir 575, 1944 

Cir 2, 1045 


European Theater o f  Opcrir ions Circl;l.xs: 

Sec 111, C i r  e:, 28  Dec 1942. 

SJC IV, Cir 1, 4 Jan 1943 

Scc PII, C l r  5 ,  18 Jnri 1943 

Cir 4, 17 Jon 1944 

Scc 11, Cir 12, 7 Feb  1944 

Cir 46, 22 Apr 1944 

See 11, Cir 57, 27 May 1944 

Cir 64, 6 Jun 1944 

See VIII, t i r  74, 29 J ' a  1514 

See VI, Cir BO, 1 2  J u l  1944 

Sac 11, Cir 81, 14 Ju i  1944 

Cir 94, 31 Aug 194.1 

Soc IV, Cir 103, 16 a c t  1 5 4 4  

Cir 104, 19 o ~ t1944 

SGC11, Cir 105, 20 ? c t  1944 

Seo I, Gir 115, 4 C e z  1944 

Cir  31, 2 3  Mar 1945 


Teohnioa l  Manuals and Standing Operating Procedures: 
?ar t  75, T;d 12-305 ( R S  nmended)
ETC-SOP N 3  26 - LhriaLs und E f f o c t s ,  9 Jul  1944 (as mended..) 

Genera l  Bourd S t u d i e s :  
Study Lie. 3 ,  "Reinforoemsnt System e.r:d !!einforcerent Procedu-

res ir. Europocui Thetiter o f  O p e r a t i o m . "  
Study Nc 46, "Vaz1iir.s Pecords  in t h e  Europew l ' h e a t e r  of  0p-

0rat ior .s  ." 
Study No 4'7, "Tho AdJutant General ir. the Europenr. T h e a t e r  o f  

Operations .'I 

Study No 6 8 ,  "The Army Chaplain in  t k e  2 u r o p e ~ n  T h e a t e r  of 
pera at ions .I' 

Study No 90, "Medrcal Repor ts . "  
E t 2 Q  Nc lOS,"l ,J i l i tary Pol j .ce  -4c t ; iv i t ies  in ;onnec t jon  rltt 

t h e  Evacuotj 011 and De%oiition o f  Prisor.ers of 
>Jar, Civilian In te rnees ,  eir,d 
r.cl Recovered from the Enemy. 


Stl ldy  170 197,"Grave s Rocistrn t i  on Serv i c e ." 

R e 2 l i e s  to ques t ionnai re  o f  General h a r d  by :  


Eq US Forces, C u r o p a n  Thouter ,  1s t  Ind, 6 Nov 194E. 

3q T h i r d  US Army, 1 s t  Ind, 2 7  Oct 1945. 

Eo Seventh US Array', 1s t  Ind, 3 Hov 1946, 

E$ Y i n t h  A i r  Force,  1st In?, 9 3 o v  1946. 


K i m o r e d x n s :  

Copy of h<emo,Hq F i f t c a n t h  US brny ,  dtd 29 Jan 15, t o  Co l  S c a t t  

AG, o . - t l ining c a s u a l t y  r o n o r t i n z  a t  Ilq N i n t h  US A m y .  

hlemo, 301 :i B Fa'iCerscn t c  L t  C o l  li L Corey,  dtd  1 6  Deo 45, 

subjecz :  "Casua l ty  R e p o r t i n g  i n  the F i r s t  US Army.,"
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