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CHAPTER 
I_-

-TEE EMPLOYMENT OF THE AIRBOBNIC D I V I S I O N  IN EUROPE_ 
PPI-,--I 

SECTION 1 

GENERAL 

1. Object of Studx. The ob jec t  of t h i s  s tudy  is t o  de-

termine whether o r  no t  t h e  a i rbo rne  d i v i s i o n  a s  such  should b e  

r e t a i n e d  i n  ow army and, i f  so,  what i t s  o rgan iza t ion ,  equip- 

ment, and t a c t i c a l  employment should be. 


2. Basis. The s tudy  is based on Study D i r c c t i v e  Number 

U , R  320- TGBSY, The General Board, United S t a t e s  Borccs,  

European Theater, 3 Octobcr 1945. (See Appendix 1.) Its 

conclusions and recommendations a r e  supported by t h e  con tcn t s  

of u n i t  operations r c p o r t s ,  t h a  opinions of oxperi6nced com-

manders, and cons idera t ion  of c e r t a i n  board r e p o r t s  cover ing  

changes i n  equipment and organiza t ion .  


$S. The development of t h i s  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  a i r -  3..borne divisicln covers t h e  use  of a i rbo rne  t roops  i n  a l l  of 
con t inen ta l  Europe and ad jacen t  i s l a n d s .  It  i s  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  
the European Theater of ope ra t ions  a s  such. I t  i s . f c l t  t h a t  
i n  View of the comparatively small  number q f  a i r b o r n e  ope ra t ions  
ao f a r  conducted t h e  i n c l u s i o n  of da t a  on t h e  use  of a i r b o r n e  
t roops  i n  the  Mcditcrranean Thcater i s  j u s t i f i e 2 ,  i s p c c i a l l y  
SincE t h e  General Board had among i ts  c o n s u l t a n t s  s e n i o r  com- 
manders who had axper iencc  i n  the a i rbo rne  ope ra t ions  in t h a t  
t h e a t e r ,  The ope r s t ions  cons idered  include, n e c e s s a r i l y ,  n o t  
on ly  those of t h e  d i v i s i o n  i t s e l f ,  bu t  a l so  those  of l n r g o r  
commands o f  which t h e  d i v i s i o n  was p a r t .  

SECTICN 2 

lISSI0NS ASSIGNED AD THEIR ACCCMPLISHI!" T 

4. To a t t a i n  {;he ob ' cc t  of t h i s  s&dv some c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
must be given t-f a i rbo@iforces  du r ing  iVorld 
izg_lJ. I n t e l l i g e n t  r c c o m m e n ~ t o  t h e  &borne  d i v i -
s i o n  csn be made on ly  a f t e r  it has been sean  what miss ions  such 
u n i t s  viere given i n  combat and how thcse  vrero bccomplished. 
Throughout t h i s  cons ide ra t ion ,  however, it must be  k e p t  i n  mind 
t h a t  a i rborne  f a r c e s  had never been used p r e v i o u s l y  i n  OUT army; 
t h a t  organizers and commanders were f e e l i n g  t h c i r  way a long  W-
explored paths,  Ra t iona l  conclus ions  can be drawn as  t o  the 
va lue  of t he  a i rbo rne  d i v i s i o n ,  i t s  organiza t ion ,  aquipmcnt,  and 
t i c t i c s l  employment i f  it can be seen  t h a t  succeeding  o p e r a t i o n s  
improved, and why. 
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5. Airborne operations i n  Europe. This sec t ion  covers 
both the  airborne and the ground missions assigned the  air-
borne forces during t b e i r  operations from the S i c i l i a n  Cam-
paign i n  July 1943 t o  the end of the  European War i n  May 1945. 
Thcse a re  as  follows: 

a. Airborne operations$ 

(1) 	S i c i l i a n  Invasion July 1943. 

(2) 	 Salerno Beach Head Reinforcement 13  September 
1943. 

( 3 )  	Normandy Invasion 6 June 1944. 

( 4 )  	Southorn France Invasion 15 August 1944.. 

( 5 )  	 Holland Invasion 17 September 19.44. 

( 6 )  	Rhine River Operation a t  hese l  24 March 1945. 

b. Ground operations: 

(1) 	 S i c i l y  

(2)  	 I t a l y  

(3) 	 Normandy 

( 4 )  	Southern France 

(5) 	 Holland 

(6) 	 Ardennes 

(7) 	 Rhineland 

(8 )  	 Central Europe 

6. S u l i a n  Invasion. 

a. I n  t h i s  operation, known a s  "HUSKYff, the 82d A i r -
borne Division was temporarily s p l i t .  The inajority of  t ha  
parachute elements of the d iv i s ion  m'erc' formed i n t o  a s epa ra t e  
task force with the  mission o f  landing i n  S i c i l y  during the  
hours of  darkness preceding H-hour on D-day. They were t o  
land on a desjgnated s p o t ,  s e i ze  a spoci_fic a i y f i e l d  and a s s i s t  
i n  thcamphibious landing a f  t h s  1 s t  Infnn$-yDivis ion .L?z  
Due t o  high winds and navigation d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  t he  a ra t roopers  
wme llstrewn over a l a rge  pa r t  of Southern SicilyI1.f TWO of 
the  battalions landed approximately 30 miles f r o m  t h e i r  d e s t i -  
nation and grea t ly  aided t h e  45th Infan t ry  Division. A t h i r d  
ba t ta l ion  dropped approximately 55 miles away in  t h c  B r i t i s h  
sec tor  and fought s ide  by s ide  with t,hom f o r  s i x  days. A 
fourth battalion coming i n  on the night of D plus 1had 23 of  
i t s  troop transnorts shot down. Othar units o f  t h e  task  f o r c e  
tha t  landed in sca t t e red  a r m s  aided the  operation by ind iv i -  
dual exploits. 
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b, From tho  above it may be concluded t h a t  the  Para- 

chute Task Force d id  n o t  accomplish i t s  mission && t he  accom- 

plishment was made impossible by i t s  not being dropped w e n  near 

its objectives. It did, however, accomplish 5 mission by i ts  

i n i t i a t i v e  and courage i n  forming up, f i gh t ing  vhat6ver onemy it 

could f ind  and helping f r i end ly  troops. 


c, The 82d Airborne Division less parachute elements 

attached t o  another t a sk  force  had no comb.it mission bu t  w ~ St o  

concentrate i n  S i c i l y  by D p l u s  7 by a i r  lift. This Ea6 mcom-

plished and the  parachute eloments revsr ted  t o  d iv i s ion  c o ~ i t r o l  

on D plus 3 . l  


7. Salerno Beachheadinforcement .  

a. In  the  ea r ly  f a l l  of 194.3 the enemy was near a 

breakthrough i n  t h e  Salerno Beachhend. Reinfcrcenonts v w o  

badly needed l e s t  the  V I  and X Corps be sepsratcd. Thn Comvand- 

ing Gencral, F i f t h  Army, i n  a personal l e t t e r  received a t  the 

82d Airborne Division Headquertcrs on 13 Septmbcr a t  about 1400 

hours, ordered the  immediate support of t h c  V I  Corps by a i rborne  

troops. 2 


b. Planes took o f f  t h a t  night. One pwachutc rogiment 
(Less one ba t ta l ion)  plus one company of cngineers was dropped 
behind friondly l i n e s  on the. beach t o  ra inforce  tho V I  Corps. 
They viere t o  assemble and r epor t  f o r  orders.  The jump was a suc-
cess and by dawn of L!+ Septmber thc tas': force vas i n  a defensive 
position.2 

c. knothe? drop "GIANT IIItt,vas made on the  s i n e  n igh t ,  
( I t  had been prcparod i n  d e t a i l  during thc period 20 July t o  13 
Septcmber,) A b s t t a l i o n  cf parachut i s t s  BBS dropped f a r  bdiind 
the  German l ine  about 20 miles from tho bcach high i n  a mountain 
vnl ley  t o  delay and harsss t he  cnrmg. The operation w93 succesn-
kl. Many o f  the troopors wer6 not,  however, contactcd by ground 
elements f o r  a pwiod  of threG wooks.2 

d, On t h e  follovring night,  14-15 Scptembcr 1943, another 
rcinforced parachute rogimiint was dropped around end r i g h t  on the  
south flank of t h o  Sdorno Eeacbhcad i n  tht- same p lace  and a 
tho same mission as t he  regiment dropped t h e  night bdfore. There 
was a three-quarter moon. The jump vas  successful and without 
incidcnt.  dsscmbly w s r ap id  and thc unit was soon i n  pos i t ion ,  
mission accomplished. 2 

8. a n d y  Invask;. 

a. In t h i s  operation known as WTTUNLII  both thc 82d 
and lOlst Airborne Divisions tock p w t .  I n  general t h o i r  mission 
%%to a i d  tho amphibious forcos  t o  land md+&_sccurt t h e  nor th  
and south flanks o f  the  landing force. '  Spcc i f i ca l ly  thcy virre t o  
do t h i s  by landi-ute and g l ide r ,  f o u r  t o  s i x  
miles i n l m d  from t hc  coast  and about f i v e  hours ahesd of the  dawn 
amphibious ssbault .  Th_ogrere to se ize  and hold the causcw? s 
...loading inward from thc  bosches, t a k e a n d  hold ob r t a in  d e s i g a t t d  
_. with in  >,heir n s s imod  arear i v e r .  crossings-enemy 
and provent the  movcmcnt of  any encmy rescrvos i n t o  thc  beachhead 
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b. The g e n c n l  Tirborne mission vis  successfu l  2nd a l l  
obj cctives m r e  evcntu i l ly  taken nnd hcld,5 however, thbrc a r e  
dbgrtcs of siicccgs and t h i s  operation deserves c loser  study. To 
h.ve bccn a porfect operation, a l l  missions should h w c  been 
qccomplishcd md objcctivcs takcn by dawn o r  0630 hours D-day 
ihcn the f i r s t  smphibious troops landed. This was n o t  so,  nor 
~ 2 sit possible. Thc troop ca r r i e r s  flew across t h e  Cotcntin 
Pcninsuh  (enmy t e r r i t o r y )  from wcst t o  cas t ,  a d i s tance  of 
ibout 30 milcs, dropping t h e i r  troops near thc  eas t  co,ast. Cn 
miking l n n l f a l l  heavy fog vns oncountered and some l1.k 111 7long 
t h t  rou te  ;cross land. Thc, c a s u d t y  c f f e c t  on the  p lwi t s  \?as 
n ig l ig ib l c  but t h t  f ac tors  fog, f lak ,  n.nd the  l o s s  of somc pnth-
f inders  on the ground, sca t te rcd  thc  p lan is  2nd thc troopdrs m r c  
badly dispcrsed upon linding. 

e. The l O l s t  Airborne Div is ion ' s  pa t te rn  rras 25 by 1 5  
milcs, 7@ of  thc troopcrs being i n  an r i g h t  mile s q m r e  - they 
:!ere supposed t o  hive dropped i n  three  drop zones a11 within 
thrco or four miles o f  cach othor.  Of the  6600 t roopers  ol" t h e  
1Olst Division \KOwere dropped, 1500 lmded  so Ar outsi.dE of 
t h c i r  %reat h i t  th,y were k i l l e d  or cnpturad. By H-hour the 
d iv is ion  hid only 1100 mon on or near i t s  objectives.  These 
msn wore 111 mixcd up a d  not  t h e  pcrsonnel o r i g i n d l y  i o s i  ned 
the missions. By n i g h t f a l l  t h e  division s t rength  was 25OO.f 
In addition t o  the l o s s  of mcn, 60% of tho i r  equipmcnt wns lost. 
In  thc words of t h e i r  d iv is ion  commander "The d iv is ion  could no t  
hqvc riointained i t s e l f  much oirm 24 hours without support.Il4 

d. The 82d ilirborno Division d id  not €'?re much bo t t c r .  
For thc simo reasons they too  were bodly sca t t e red  ovcr an a rca  
with a four milc radius.  They dropped 6396 t roopers  and 3871 
glidermcn. Their t o t a l  ca sua l t i e s  f o r  Normandy were 46.18% most 
of which occurred during the airborne phase. By n i g h t f a l l  o f  
D-day ibout 3 4 o f  the d iv i s ion ' s  forces wcre under control.  Bythe conclusion of D plus 4 the d iv is ion  h id  f o r  311 prnc t i c i l  in -
tcn te  2nd purposts accomplished i t s  mission.3 

e. 'liilthough t h e i r  prc-arranged t a c t i c a l  p lans  may no t  
be car r ied  out by tho airborno troops 2s scheduled, tho d is rupt ive  
c f fcc t  o f  the .ittack on thL cnrmy compcnsntcs fo r  t h e  d isordcr  i n  
thc i r  own pl?ns.114 The L O l s t  &irborno Division a l s o  wcompliahcd 
a l l  i t s  missions but  not on sci-cc:ule. Throllghout t h i s  i n i t i a l  
pcriod thc  divisions repulsed scveral  henvy COUntDr~ttaCkS thus  
protccting the beach l x d i n g  forcc.  h6ndqunrters F i r s t  Unitcd 
S t i t e s  Army reported I S  of D plus 4 "the l ind ing  b i d  succeodod;t15 
i . 0 .  thL Nnphibious ond airborne landing. 

9. Southern Franco Invasion, Opcration l lDR1~GOOW~~.Tho in -
vasion o f  Southern France took d i c e  on 15  kurmst 19L.L. Tho air-
borne t a s <  forcc consisted o f  o n t  regimental ZonbTt team, two 
sop-r i te  parwhute inf?n t ry  b a t t a l i o m  2nd one aepnr t e  g l ide r  
in fan t ry  battalion, a l l  United Qta t c s  troops,  auEmcnt6d by B r i t -
i s h  m d  Dcnch qirbornc troops making s force  corimrnblt! t o  a 
division, Thc mission N ~ L &l and  by pwqchutc and glidci-, @ei 
c t r t a i n  objwt ives  which would a s s i s t  tho landing o f  the amphibi- 
ous force,  md t o  block the  movement of onemy rcscrves  i n t o  t h e  _.
arca.rfect.	 --- Beginning a t  0412 hours 90 
pcrccnt of thc troops Were dropped on t h o i r  prbpcr drop  zoncs -
of 396 a i r c r a f t  only 37 missed the  drop aoncs. T T O O ~ Squickly 
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assembled and accomplished t h e i r  missions without sc r ious  dif-
f i c u l t y .  Total  casua l t ies  for the  optration vere 283 o r  3 p i r -
c e n t  p lus ,  of these 178 were jump casualt ics and 105 b a t t l e .  
Enemy re s i s t ance  m s  l i g h t .  Not yet had airborne troops h-ad n 
fair chance t o  prove t h e i r  worth b bsing dropped p rop t r ly  md 
ovsrcoming s t i f f  memy opposition.g,y 

10. Holland Invasion, 

a. Thc daylight airborne w s a u l t  i n  Holland on 17 
September 19& is known 3s operation WRKETl l .  Both t h e  83.d nnd 
lOls t  American Airborne Divisions took pa r t .  I n  aenernl t he  ai r -
borne t roops  viere t o  open i long corridbr across go r tWcs te rn  
Hollsnd through which t h e  B r i t i s h  Seccnd Army could pour onto t h e  
p l a i n s  of  Germmy. To accomplish tflis tbey2a-c t o  drop and s c i z e  
bridRes and de f i l e s  slow t h e  s t l t c t ed  r o u t c . . g - e  weather wns 
good, a i r  force crisualties l i i , h t  snd tho  drops gocd t o  oxca l l en t ,  
s c a t t e r e d  rcs i s tnnco  was n e t  and quickly ovcrceme although the 
areas were not  completely clearcd, and all ob j t c t iv i s  taken  t h e  
f irst  day except the  northernmost bridge of t l - ~,Jnericm sec to r .  
This last  and important bridge wasn't taken u n t i l  D p lus  3. Tota l  
c3sualj;ics r an  botween 15 and 2G percmt  fo r  thc first 11 days.g.4-
This  w s  t b e  l w g c s t  airborne operztinn i n  h is tory  t o  da t c ,  wss a 
day l igh t  operetion, surprise IMS coaplf t o ,  thc opt ra t ion  ><as 
successfu l  and i f  tkie success scLmad easy it was onl:? beciuse of 
t h e  s k i l l  with which it was axccutid. Enemy prcssurc bscsae 
g r e  i t c r  d a i l y  but a l l  ground w?s l-cld and more t ikon  b;sidts. 

b. This w3s thL f i r s t  airbornt operaticn under ti+<command 
of The F i r s t  Allicd hirbcrne m y .  T k i s  amy Prcntrolled m d  coord i -  
h i t e d  a l l  phasos of the opc r i t i rn  including prc-invision bombing, 
s t r 3 f i n g  and roconnnissince missicns, D-diy f igh te r  e m o r t s ,  anti-
f l a k  missions, the troop c v r i c r  operit ion,  nnd a11 resupply m i s -
s ions .  No longer wns ?n airborne missicn a mattcr of s t r i c t  
coopers t ion  botlvem o i r  and ground forces but m t h e r  a u n i f i d  
opera t ion  under one commmd. This onc f a c t  i l cne  probnbly con t r i -  
butcd more t o  the  success of t h i s  qnd succeeding opor?tiofia t han  
any othcr  fac tor .  

11. Tho i i rborno  a s sau l t  across the Rhins Rivcr nc3r Wescl, 
Gemany an 24 March 1945 is  knom 3s n'I1,lSLTYtt. This was tho lsst  
ZGbornc oocrlt ion i n  the EuroDccn Thtnter and I t i t  miy well serve 
as O. model' for fu turc  qirbornc- opi?r?ticns.' d o  Tbvo &borne d i v i -
sions,  t he  United S t - t e s  17 th  and Br i t i sh  Sixth xere tho p a r t i c i -  
pa t ing  t roops ,  Their mission was to  drop simultmb.ouslyb u z z ---chute and glidcr-dwinR d iy l igh t  and t o  ScQ,zo 2nd secure t h c i r  -3reis .  including spec i f ic  po in ts  such 'IS corvmding t e r r a i n ,  cross-
r6nd.s. and bridges.  A l l  t h i s  VRS t o  f s c i l i t a t e  the crossing o f  
t h e  Rhine River by tho Br i t i sh  Second zmy i n  thcir rear .  Sone 
1595 a i r c m f t  and 1346 g l ide r s  w m o  used t o  t r i n spor t  t h e  two 
d iv i s ions ,  t o t a l ing  16,934 troopers i n to  Germany. The first man 
dropped a t  Og52 hours and two hours and 42 minutes l i t o r  t he  l es t  
man f q s  on t h s  ground.lO*ll- 1\11objectives ticre talron and a l l  
miss ipns  accomplished by d3rk. ' ' 7 % ~  concept snd pl>%nning i icru 
sound qnd thorough -nd the sxccution flawless."@ Flak was modcr-
s t e  t o  i n t e n s t  but drop pa t t c rns  rrcre good 2nd i n  such depth t h a t  
a l l  enemy i r t i l l e r y  and rear dsfenses were dcstroysd an D-day. 
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The two d iv is ions  were assembled 3 s  f igh t ing  u n i t s  i n  n m ' l t t t r  of 
two hours or less. By n i g h t f a l l  3500 prisoners,  2000 by the  United 
S t l t c s  17 th  llirborno Division, rrerc taken from ercll p rzpnr td  pos i -  
t ions .  The next d i g  *he two d iv is iuns  were  i b l c  tc l-iunch an 
a t tack  c'stword t h i t  continued f o r  s ix  dsys nvcriging s e w n  mi les  
per d?y u n t i l  r a w h i n g  t h e i r  f i n a l  objective of two d e f i l e s  which 
wuc nccessiry so t h d  tho  2d United S t s t e s  " r e d  Division could 
brc ik  through ontc the  p l a ins  of  Germany.lo.ll. 

This ops ra t i rn  has boen discussed without scpm.rting t h e  
mmericm and B r i t i s h  as both v b r 6  t i c d  i n  YO c l o s c l y  toge th t r  t b l t  
t h e i r  . c t i cns  nnd d e g r w  of ?ccomplishmont nere i l m o s t  i d c n t i c d .  
"It i s  concluded t h - t  t h c  Tirbcrnt missicns were succcssfu l ly  -c-
complished and m?.tori-.lly a idcd  the  ground t rccps  i n  crossing tho  
Rhinf s i t h  :minimum of ,Jlied c?.suilties were 15 t o  20 
percent ( tst im7tcd).  

12. Ground Oper-,tinns. 

2.  A t  tI-c concl1isi.n of wtch airbornc missicn t h c  ?ir-
borne d iv is ions  have becn given successive missions on t2c ground 
as  i f  they wcrc stsnd?rd i n f i n t r y  divisions.  I n  S i c i l  tho  82d 
Divjsion fo:ght through t o  the  compli t i c n  of tLc c?mpi$n and then  
on i n t o  I t a ly .  The 82d m d  l O l s t  Divisions fought oh r n t o  &-
mnndy and werb withdrzwn only t o  prepare f o r  tho 1'bII,RKETlI opcrn-
t i o n  i n  Hollmd where thcy stayed approxim-.tfly two mnntbs. I n  
t h t  b a t t l e  of tl-c firdenncs wren t b e  Gwmcins brokr i n t o  Btlgium 
i n  the  a in to r  of 1944-45, the 82d, lOlst mc! 17th Airborne Divi- 
s i t n s  wore put i n t o  thG l i ne .  After i t s  operaticn ac ross  tho 
Ehi.;~ thc 17th  :,irborne Division s t q w d  i n  co-lb?t u n t i l  thc  end 
of thc  war, whilc t he  82d and l O l s t  Divisions wore l i k twi so  boing 
cmplcycd m th& grcund.12 

b. As soon ,as i t  landed on thc ground an iirborno d iv i -
sion bccime t i c t i c > l l y  l ih iny i n fan t ry  d iv is icn .  Airborne aivi-
d o n s  'ticre used nffensivoly nd defensively. Their ground missicins 
6 ere m-ny and vn r i rd .  %cy m . r t c r i d l y  rided i n  thc inv7s icn  of 
Wormindy ind tho tnking of thc Cctcntin Pcnisu l i ,  thLy pl-.yod 
major r c l o s  i n  h d t i n o  the  Gcrman breakthrough i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 
Bnstognt, Belgium, thcy  helped c1c.m out  the  Ruhr pocket i n  tho 
spring of 1945 a d  helped chnsc thc Germin nrmy t o  t h r  Elbc  ?t 
t h e  end of  tho vz2r.12 

c. The f igh t ing  r u - l i t i c s  of the  a i rbmnc  so ld i e r  h vc  
prcvcn t o  bo of t k c  h i g h m t  a rder  2nd the  bca t ,  but 3s z u n i t  t h e  
i i rbcrno  d iv is icn  h i s  irorkcc: undcr scvor31 k ~ n d i c - p si hich l i m i t e d  
t h e  missir ns  t o  lrhich i t  could be assigned 1 i t h  axpectqtl .  n c f  
ccmplcte success. It  h-ts very l i t t l a  t r - n s p o r t i t i c n  ind  i s  i n  
c f fcd t  ? foot  d iv i s ion  nce cn thc  ground, i t s  i r t i l l e r y  is  l i g h t  
and cnginccr cLnstructi8 n equipmcnt i s  p r n c t i c i l l y  n i l .  Eigher
he-dquarters h w e  Jlwiys had to o t t i c h  miny extra u n i t s  t o  the 
airborne d iv i s ion  i n  order t h i t  i t  might keop up with tho c the r s .  
(Sce Anpendix 4.)  'ts t h e i c  troops w r e  strnngc t o  thr division 
7nd boemsc i n  t h e i r  t r i i n i n g  days thc  d i v i s i t n s  h d  h-d nc such 
t rcops  t o  work with, the  r e s u l t s  cbtnincd by - t t - ch ing  o x t r i  
t rcops  t o  ?n i i rbo rne  d iv i s ion  were n e t  as good as they  would have 
bwn  had these t roops  becn o rg in i ca l ly  a p - r t  of ti-L d i v i s i c n ,  
Iv:erccver, t he  requi red  supporting un i t s  nere not provided f o r  
on the  troop b w i s  2nd h.id t o  be s to len ,  so t c  soy, frcm other  



units .  The airborne divis ions,  however, have never f a l t e r e d  or 
fa i led  and have played an important p a r t  i n  the winning of t h e  
mar, 

SECTION 3 

PRESENT ORGANIZATION OF THE AIRBORNE DIVISION 

13. General. I n i t i a l l y  i n  World l iar  I1 the  t a b l e  of organi- 
zation for  the airborne d iv is ion  celled f o r  one organic parachute  
infantry regiment and two g l i d e r  regiments of in fan t ry .  I t  a l s o  
provided one parachute f i e l d  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n  and t w o  g l i d e r  
f i e l d  a r t i l l e r y  ba t ta l ions ,  together with other support ing a r m s  
and services i n  proper proportion. Combat experience caused t h i s  
organization t o  be changed s o  that there  were two regiments of  
parachute infantry and one g l i d e r  in fan t ry  regimnt .13 A t  the 
same time an addi t ional  parachute f i e l d  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n  was 
added. This Organization, t h e  one i n  operation a t  t h e  c l o s e  of 
the war, gave the airborne d iv is ion  three infan t ry  regiments, two 
parachute and one g l ider ,  and four  f i e l d  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n s ,  two 
parachute and two gl ider .  

14. Comparison of kipborne and I n f a n t r y  Divisions. The c h a r t  
shown i n  Appendix 5 gives a general p i c t u r e  of the organiza t ion  
of the airborne d iv is ion  a s  of 8 May 1945, shows i ts  streng&h, and 
cmpares  t h a t  s t rength with t h a t  of the  contemporary s tandard  in-
fan t ry  division. It w i l l  be  noted t h a t  the airborne d i v i s i o n  
closely resembles the  standard d iv is ion  i n  basic  organiza t ion  ex-
cept t h a t  it contains organical ly  a parachute maintenance company 
and an an t ia i rc raf t  ba t ta l ion .  The s t rength  of t h e  parachute and 
g l ider  infantry regiments, however, i s  l e s s  than t h a t  of t h e  s t a n d -  
ard infantry regiment by, i n  round numbers 1000 and 300 men re-
spectively. 

15. Effectiveness i n  Airborne Operation. B a s i c a l l y  the 
organization of the  ai rborne d iv is ion  was s u f f i c i e n t l y  f l e x i b l e  
and adaptable f o r  airborne operations i n  t h e  European Theater. 
Two of  the f o p  airborne d iv is ions  i n  the Luropean Theater used 
an addi t ional  parachute regiment t o  s t rengthen the  i n i t i a l  land- 
ing. The a n t i a i r c r a f t  b a t t a l i o n  was not employed as a unit and 
detachments from it  were seldom used a s  a n t i a i r c r a f t  when a t tached  
t o  regiments. The need f o r  t h i s  unit i s  open to  ques t ion  as a i r  
super ior i ty  i s  a p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  the undertaking of  an a i rborne  
operation and loca l  a i r  super ior i ty  is required i f  a cons tan t  
stream of airborne su p l i e s  i s  t o  be maintained t o  an  a i rhead  doep 
i n  h o s t i l e  t e r r i t o r y . h  The a r t i l l e r y  provided by Table of Organi-
zation 71-T mas good but  addi t ions  should be provided i f  tho  
infan t ry  i s  t o  be given proper a r t i l l e r y  support.14sl5 

16. Effectiveness i n  Gro+d Operation. It  was when the  air-
borne divis ion was i n  act ion as an  infnnt rv  d iv is ion  on t h e  mound 
thah i t s  inadequacy VJGS mos t  s t rongly fol t :  The insufficient 
personnel, the lack of heavy t ransportat ion,  and t h c  l i m l t a t i o n  
of i t s  weapons, then  placed an  extremely heavy burden on t h e  air-
borne d i v i s i o n . 1 4 ~ ~ 5  This woaknass was overcome by the c h r . a c k b r  
of i t s  personnel, by augmentation of i t s  t ransport ,  and by a t t a J 1 -
ment of other uni ts .  It should be p a r t i c u l a r l y  noted t h a t  these 



augmcntstirns hrtd t c  be made a t  t h a  expense cf e x i s t i n g  grcund 
uni ts .  (See .ippendix 4.) 

17. T& functicninn of t h e  prc-VE_Day a i rbcrne  d i v i s i c n  de- 
pended asmuch cn its oawiument as cn i t s m c r g a n i e a i & c n .Srme 
kncvrledge cf  tho former must be h.td i f  prc.per c i  d u a i c n s  a r c  tc  
be drawn f r c m  p s t  cpcrs t icns  cn which t o  base t h e  devalcpment 
o f  the a i rbr rnc  d i v i s i r n  of thc  fu ture .  

18, w v i d u i l  Equipment. Generally speaking, t h e  ind iv i -  
d u d  P ~ Sarmed ?nd eauipped 3s m y  other s c l d i f r .  Fe hid ac.me 
spec ia l  a r t i c l e s  o f  cl c,thing necessary t c  h i s  s p c c i i l i z e d  vmk. 
Thesc prcvcd qui te  s n t i s f  i c t c r y  gonerally. ' 5 d 0  wcapLns were 
usuilly cnrr iad by e x h  i n d i v i d u i l  thereby incrcnsing i n d i v i -  
dual firapcmer. The sLccnd wvc3pcn, usuilly a pistd, wns not, 
hcwever, i n  the t a b l e s  cE orrganizaticn, bu t  was rb ta ined  1 s  R 
necessvy  extr i .13,U4,15.  

19. Organianti~ n-EEquipmtnt. I n  crganizaticm.1 oquipmont, 
tho airbcrnc d i v i s i t n  11" n c t  c c r r p ~ ~ r s b l c  to t hc  s tnnci l rd  infan-
t r y  divis icn.  

7 ,  Trim orb-. The divisi8mn h id  I nly 230 two nnd 
rnc-hi l f  tcn % k k & r  hnlf cf which wore i n  d i v i s i c n  hsd-
quzrtcrs  snd spccial  t r m p g )  snd 749 (ne-qunrtor t r n  t rucks.  
Thc l i g h t  trucks vcre ncccss i ry  i n  nn s i rbornt  c p c r n t i t n  as 
thcy were thc Lnly type whioh c r u l d  be brcught i n  by T i r .  They 
c o d d ,  hcwevor, c v r y  vory 1 i t t l . G  of t h e  clivisir n m d  i t s  equip-
mont, Th& two nnd ne-half t c n  t rucks  ucre  cnpablt. c f  t rans-
port ing cn'p the kitchons and s. me h:::dquirtcrs cquipmont. If 
tho d iv is icn  h?.d t c  mrve i b r u t  rn  t h e  grcund i t  c i thc r  went cn 
f c c t  or  cbtqined tr.mnspcrtntiLn fr,m 3 kigher headqu-rtcrs. 

b. I n f w t r y  Wcipt,ns. The i n f w t r y  vas armed with 
p i s t r l s ,  c i rbines ,  r i f l e s ,  -utc.m-.Cic riflcs,  ( 0  m d  81" m c z -
h rs ,  .30 m d  .50 c a l i b r e  machine guns m d  t h e  57m ant i - tznk  
gun. 

c. ; r t i l l a ry .  Thc dtvicicn w?s light t n  w t i l l e r y  
having 48 75m pick hcwitzrrs  Ind 12 105" E113 hcwitzcrs. Thoro 
v . m  nc cmncn cm-mpsny i n  the i n f m t r y  regimenta.13 

d. En ineers .  The d i v i s i c e  had f c v  two and rno-h?lf 
tc.n d q "  trucE< cne air  ccmpressor nnd t h r e e  t r a c t o r s ,  crawlor  
DBHP 20, with which t o  dr. cnginecr ccnatruct icn wcrk. Tho 
nbovo t r w t c r s  are l i g h t  weight .r irbcrnc equipment and irc not  
very ef fec t ive ,  For stpemn cross ings  it had 24 fivo min pncu- 
mc,tic reconnqiwmcc, boats  .I3 

o. Radios. The i n f s n t r g  w ~ 8equipped with SCR 300's 
.tnd 536's ( three t o  f i v e  K i l Q  and fino and .nc-hnlf milo ranges 
rospoct ivoly) ,  tho s r t i l l o s y  with SCR 609's and 610's ( f i v o  
mile range), The d i v i s i o n  cGmmand net was ccnpriaed of SCR 
6941s and 284's (mucimum ccrntinucus wave r m g e  t h i r t y  mi les ) .  
Divisicn he idqui r tms  had SGR 3001s and 610's f o r  i n t e r  staff 
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. Airplane, liaison.. ................. 101 10 Rifle, cal .  .30; MC.................. 81\ 81 

Boat, assault..  ..................... 01 14 Tractor; me&um, Y5.................. ' 0 ,  18 

Boat, reconnaissance.. ............... 2b; 1 5  Trailer, m u n i t i o n ,  ao. .  ...........! 6 57
!Compressor, a i r ,  truck mounted...... . 0 4 ,  Trailer,  amnunition, N21 .............. 0 6 

Semitrailer, l o w  bed, 20-ton.. ...... I 01 3 ,  Trailer; $-ton... ..................... 515 ' 299 

Shop equipment, motorized.. ......... 0 /  1, Trailer, 1-ton: ....................... 242' W 


general purpose Trailer, 1-ton, 250-&al, water ta-nk.. 0 5 

Tractor. d iese l  ennine driven. ...... O i  3! Truck, 1/4-ton ........................ 749 649 


55 t 6  65 DBHP - : Truck, 3/4-ton, ambalace, HD........ ! 16 . 30 

Trailer,  u t i l i t y ,  2&-ton, tsrpe 1.... 0 ! 10 i ,Truck, 3/&-ton, weapons carrier. .  .... 31 208 

Water supply equipent,  engineer.,.. 4 1  .Truck, 12 ton, cargo................. 21, 104 

Pfelding equipnent, t r a i l e r  mounted 1' 'Truck, 2$Lton, carg3 ................. 230 . 276 

Car, armored, l igh t ,  M 8 ,  w /a r "n t .  O i  13 Truck, ZX ton,  cargo, SWEI.. .......... 0 81
f- .........
Car, armored, u t i l i t y ,  M20 .......... O j  1 :Truck, &-ton, dmp........: 4 27 

1
w/o armament Truck, 21 ton, s igna l  corps, repair.. 0 2 

Car, 5-passenger, medium, sedan..... 1 Truck, 224011, smll arms repair...... 2 '  1
1: 8- 0. 

Carbine, c;ll .30.................... 4,9031 5,100 Truck, &ton, wrecker................ 1 Ir 1 


Car, half-track, w/a arnment ....... 01 5 Truck; ivrecking, heavy............... i D 1 

Gu~,57-Wn.......,............-. .... 50! 57 Truck. &ton._ -mime mover ............. 0 3 

Gun, machine, cnl -30, heavy........ 2.4; 93 ........................ !
Trailer, K-52 ' 0 1 ,

f lex ib le  Perachutes (20% over). ............... o t  

Gun, machine, ca l  .30, l i gh t  ........ 2601 12L Carts................................ o t  


f l ex ib l e  
. -

Scooter. ............................. 0 :  

Gun, machine, HB, C a l  .50.........A. 165 I 237 Yotorcycle.. .......................... o i  


f lex ib le  I Trailer, $-ton, dump.................. 2 ' 0 ' 

Gun, submachine, cn l  .45.. .......... ; 383 1 29 5 Bedio, 609, 610, 619.................. 144 120 1 

Howitzer, 105-mm.................... [M-3) 12 54 Radio, 694 or 284.................... 

Howitzer; l55-mm. .................... 12 Radio, 300 or 511.................... i 1;; ! $2 ! 

Hawitzer, 7 . 0 &dio, 536........................... 1 280 i 268 j
~.................... ! 

Launcher, rocket, 2.36-inch ......... ! 558 Radio, 193. .......................... 11 I 29 

Kortar; &.-mm ........................f 90 Radio 499........................... I 

kfortar, 81-i-m ....;.................. j 51, Radio: 542........................... I 4 8 1 

pistol, autmnatic, c a l  .45.......... . 1,228 Fi2.di0, 608........................... I 2 1 28 , 


405 ~ a d i o ,5D6...........................
Rifle; automatic, c a l  -30........... i 

Rifle, c'al .30, Y1.. ................ : 6,268 Radio, 399................A*.......... 


_*_.................. ..... -- . .  _. - - - . _______. 




20. *cia1 Airborne and k i r ,Force  Equipment. 

8. The d iv i s ion  !md three goneral ty-pes of  parachutes,
s t indard  personnel, reserve  and qargo parachutes, a e r i a l  de- 
l i v e r y  containers o f  s eve ra l  types and maintwance equipment. 

b. Pathfinder equipmont was another important spoc ia l  
i tom.  Although used only t o  a l imited oxtent i n  p a s t  opera t ions  
and s t i l l  i n  Q s t a t e  ofcxpcr imenta t ion  and change, t h i s  equip-
ment can do much t o  insure t h e  a t r i v a l  of t h e  planes Over t h e i r  
proper drop zones, and can be  of mater i s l  a i d  i n  assembling 
troops a f t e r  i n i t i a l  landing. It w i l l  assume 5 more and more 
v i t a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  future.  

21. Organic Lack of Equivment. It will be noted t h a t  t h c  
ove ra l l  firepower of  the  a i rborne  d iv is ion  d id  not  compare wi th  
t h a t  of the  standard in fan t ry  division. This coupled wi th  i t s  
lack of t ranspor ta t ion  8a8 a prime f a c t o r  i n  its i n a b i l i t y  t o  
sus t a in  i t s e l f  f o r  more thnn two o r  th ree  days without support ,  
Cognizance should bo taken of t he  f a c t  t h a t  i n  each operation 
airborne units were kept i n  t h e  l i n c  f o r  poriods far i n  excess 
of tho time which current War ilepartment doc t r ine  contemplated 
and t h a t  the necessary a t tached  supporting troops were always 
provided a t  the expense of o the r  divisions.  (See Appcndix 4 . )  

SECTIOE 2 

'JACTICAL ?JMPLOYMENT OF WE PRESENT AIRBORNE DIVISION 

22. Examination of  t h e  t a c t i c a l  e m p l o y "  of a i r b o r n c d i v i -
sions during t h e r c c e n t  h o s t i l i t i e s  concludes t h i s  chaptcr. The 
use of t he i r  organization and equipment i n  accomnliahing t h e  
missions given such d iv is ions  i n  World War 11 may bes t  be under- 
stood by consideration o f  t he  ''what, when, where, and kiow'f of 
t h e i r  employment. 

23. Illhat." The high command t o l d  t h e  d iv i s ion  vrhat t o  do, 
All but  one of o w  pas t  a i rborne  operations have been the v o r t i -  
c a l  onvelopmont o f  an obs tac le  which was impeding the  progress 
of ground fo rces . l , l l  In throe  of thcse,  S i c i ly ,  Normandy and 
Southern France tho ocean was t he  obstacle and i n  one the Rkine 
River. In  the Hollnnd opera t ion  the  idea vas t o  so i ze  enomy 
t e r r i t o r y  from a disorgsnized snemy a l ready  i n  r o t r o a t  so  RS t o  
fu r the r  demcralize and disorganize him@,9 and a l so  t o  sccure R 
bridgehead across the Rhine River outflanking t h e  S ieg f r i ed  
Lino. 

24. lV&n," The high command's decision as t o  when t h e  
airborne d iv is ion  should a t t ack  was dependent on the  time r e -  
quired f o r  opera t iona l  planning and on considerations of de- 
ception and weather. 

f'@n means not onlv the  da te  but vrhethor day o r  n ight .  
O f  our  f i ve  major a i rborne  operations,  t he  f i rs t  two, S i c i l y  w d  
Normandy, were a t  n ight  and t h e  troops were badly s c ~ t t e r e d . l , 5  
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The l a s t  three, Southern France, Holland and Rhine River c ross -  
ings mere daylight assaul t s .  I n  the day operations the  t r w p s  
were dropped on or near t h e i r  drop zones, were ab le  t o  assemble, 
ge t  on s i t h  t h e i r  wcrk and i n  a l l  aspects the operzticns were 
more successfu l . l , l l  A t  night there is l i t t l e  danger from f l a k ,  
hcwever, i n  Ncrmandy tha t  l i t t l e  f l ak  helped s c a t t e r  t he  planes.325 
In Holland and the  Rhine River operation f l a k  was l i g h t  t o  heavy 
yet, because the p i l o t s  could see, because of help from s t r a f i n g  
planes, because smoke was usod (Rhinc only), and because men, 
once on the grcund, could quickly s i lence  them - t h e  damage done 
by f lak  ba t t e r i e s  d id  not se r icus ly  a f f e c t  the r e s u l t s  of t h e  
operation.lO,ll The r i s k s  cf night operation had tc be c a r e f u l l y  
weighed against i t s  deceptive poss ib i l i ty .  

b. Vueather. too. played an important role. I n  S i c i l y  
planes were blown off t h e i r  courses and l o s t .  I n  Ncrmandy f o g  
sca t te red  and l o s t  planes and gliders.  The bad weather follow-
ing D-day complicated resupply and support from t h e  sea. In 
Southern France thc  vmather was gocd, except f c r  f c g  on the 
i n i t i a l  drop, and s o  was t h e  operation. I n  Holland the  nea ther  
turned bad a f t e r  D-day before a l l  the  airbcrne t roopers  hcre i n  
and the effects of the  w a t h c r  were a ser ious  handicap, In 
the Rhine operations the  weather vas good and so was tho  opera- 
t ion .  In  brief,  the success o f  the airbcrne operation depends 
t o  a great extent on the  planners having access t o  accurate 
meteorological data. 

25. fl-.fl liuhere, generally, tho airbornL d iv i s ion  should 
cperate VJaS decided by the  high command when it se lec ted  the m i s -
s ion  f o r  the airborne unit .  Where, spec i f ica l ly ,  w i th in  the  gen- 
e r a l  area was dotermined by the  airborne u n i t  commander i n  con- 
junction with the  troop c m r i o r  commander. The follouuing f a c t o r s  
were given prime consideration i n  picking the  spec i f i c  drop and 
landing zones; presence c r  absence of nearby knwn enemy i n s t a l -  
l a t i ons ;  ease of i dcn t i ty  of tho spot from the  air;  closeness 
t o  cbjective; nearness t o  cover, and f a c i l i t y  with which elements 
could be assembled. 

26.  ''IHuw.fl a. The P r inc i  l e  cf Mass. The importance G f  
the pr inc ip le  of mass was r e c o A z c d  ea r ly  i,n a i rbcrne  operations.  
In  S i c i l y  where the airborne plan was superimposed upon an a l -
ready ex is t ing  plan, only a rcinforced regimental combat team 
vias used. In  Normandy, h w w e r ,  ~ J N Odiv is ions  were used; i n  
Southern France a force compnrnble t o  a division; i n  Holland 
threc divisions, two kmeric9n and one Br i t i sh .  O f  t h e  l a t t e r ,  
however, only about one-half of each d iy is ion  was brought i n  D-day 
and bad ueathcr kept the remainder from coming i n  on time. In 
the Rhinc crcssing t m c  d iv is ions  tock pa r t .  O f  these ,  all t h e  
airborne elcments were i n  the  a i r  a t  oncc, landing i n  less than 
three hours, I t  can be seen t h a t  i n  thc l a t e r  and most  smccss-
f u l  operations airborne forces  were employed i n  strongth.  

b. Security. Because of long rnngo planning and be- 
cause of the numbcr of people involved, secur i ty  pr i sontcd  a 
serious problem. Within t h e  division, lluar rooms!' were s o t  up 
under 24 hour guard, insido and out - t h i s  a l l  wi th in  guarded 
inclosures. Kt1 planning was done within theso rooms. P r i o r  
t o  the movement t o  a i r f i o l d s ,  the  br ie f ing  went only t o  the  
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l eve l  o f  platoon leaders .  A t  t h e  myshs l l i ng  i r e n s ,  where the  
en t i r e  division perQanne1 we.$ r e s t r i c t e d  under guerd. a l l  o t h e r s  
were br ie fed  i n  g r e a t  de t a i l .  Jo as fo r t  W F S  spered t o  p revent  
l e r h g e  of information and at the  sBme time disseminction of de-
t e i l s  was corqlete.  

c. Training znd Equipment. Under t h i s  heading 
spec i t l i zed  t r a in ing  a d  equipping $or e a m t i c u l n r  opere t ion  
i s  discussed. As soon PS the d iv is ion  commnnder was informed 
th:t he WTS t o  go on F mission he  s tpr ted  plenning with h i s  
s t s f f  Fnd un i t  commenders. They examined the  problem from dl 
angles and new md/or specie1 equipment needed wes s tud ied  and 
s t o s  tpken t o  p rocure  it. For E nL&t oporf t ion  sgec ie l  es-
sembly a ids  were needed and spec ih l  wenpons hfd t o  b e  cbtpined. 
X:ch u n i t  within t h e  d iv i s ion  w m  p l lo t t ed  i t s  shere  o f  t he  j o b  
t o  be none. CombFt tor,ms were formed, o r  reformed, m d  t h e  unit  
comrwnders connenced the  t r e in ing  o f  these t e ~ m s ,  s t r e s s i n g  
those things which were the  most i q o r t m t  f o r  t h e  coming job. 
Squds, platoons, com?~nieea d  b e t t e r i e s  which were t c  f i g h t  
togather s tpr ted  working together. Then, i f  time permi t ted ,  t h e  
divieion hpd r f u l l  s w l e  dress  rchecrsa l  on s o u n d  is c l o s e l y  
spqroximcting the t e r r a i n  of the coning b : t t l e f i e ld  as  poss ib l e .  

d. Intell igencq. From the moment nn opero t ion  wos 
conceived. u n t i l  it 9ri.s f i n r l l y  c w r i e d  through or discerded, 
enemy infornotion wcs received, cvduoted ,  md disscmineted. 
A t  the  division l e v e l ,  the L 2 sec t ion  scru t in ized  endless  re-
por t s  end hundreds of  photogsphs ,  Coptour ,  r e l i e f ,  comuni-
cp t jcn ,  hyrlrogrpphic E n d  "Go" m p p s  were mrde, reproduced, pnd 
d is t r ibu ted .  Dnily chmges were plotted.  and de l ivered  t o  u n i t s .  
This work wcs continuoun end kerJt up u n t i l  within P few hours of 
tnke o f f .  

e. De t r i l ed  Plpnning, Within t h e  d i y f o i o x l  u n i t e  
p l m s  were m d o  i n  g r e c t  n e t r i l  rnd everyone wzs or i en ten  in 
every p h ~ s 6  of a coning operction. l r c h  nrn h?d no t  on ly  $0 
know h i s  own job but he ~ l s ohpd t o  hFve P c l e m  p i c t u r e  of 
tho e n t i r e  s i tua t ion .  'Phis wr"s neCessnry E B  m r n y  l eoder6  were 
sure t o  becone cesuFl t iea  cnd whoever took over must h o w  per-
f e c t l y  the  job ha WPS undert&ing, Since l imi t ed  ob jec t ives  
imre r1w;ys rssigned the r i rborne  trocps no d e t r i l  UPS so s m d l  
P G  not t o  be considoren i n  the  ?lrno t o  t;ke rnd hold those 
objectives.  The loc:.tion o f  each squ& crew served w o w o n ,  and 
commnd poat wcs r i c k e d  f o r  t h e  of fens ive  rnd defens ive  phcses  
of tho rc t ion  long before tnlre of f  t ine .  

f .  Coordination o t  Division Levol. Control Pnd coordi-
nr t ion  o f  ~ l lfo rces  t?king przt i n  Pn pirborne opert-.tion ?re 
v i t r l  t o  the success of the p l rnned  cction. A t  d iv i s ion  l e v e l  
the c loses t  coordinction hrd t o ,  nnd did. e x i s t  between the F i r -
borne m d  troop c m r i e r  forces.  This coordinction %rent down t o  
the junpmrster rnd h i s  g i l o t .  Xn d d i t i o n ,  do tp i led  mrmge-
nentg hFd t o  be made with the  A i r  Force f o r  bha s e c u r i t y ,  me8s- 
ing rnd qur r te r ing  o f  elrborne troops ; t  tFke o f f  f i e l d s .  The 
A i r  Force hnd. p l m ,  t o  provide f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  the  b r i e f i n g  of 
c l l  members of t h e  e i rborne  d iv i s ion  i n  the  forthcoming operr-
t i on  - r br ie f ing  which ~ l lthe T i l o t s  cttended. In t u r n ,  o p o r .  
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t m i t g  we8 given Firborne leaders t o  F-ttend the  A i r  Fo rce ' s  b r i s f -  
ing of i t s  a i l o t a .  Every e f f o r t  vas mede to  Rcguaint nll members 
of the combined fo rces  with every d e t e i l  ee sen t i e l  to  success. 

g. Tec t ics  within the Divieion, In generc l ,  the tat-
t i c s  of the  cirborne d iv is ion  weie  essent ip l ly  the ssne ns those  
of the stcndmd infnnt ry  division. Conbrt t o t "  were formed o f  
i n f w t r y ,  w t i l l e r y ,  engineers, and n e d i c d  gersonnel. Once on 
the ground these troorJs were assembled Fnd employed t o  tpke t h e i r  
objectives 9.6 cny other conh;t te,m would do,  Commrnd p o s t s  w e r e  
s e t  us, comunicctions were estoblished ma mointnined, swpl ies  
collected m a  d i s t r ibu ted ,  end g r i sone r s  pnd wounded evpcuated. 
&eed mnd surnr isc  were the  keynote of d l  p l m s .  Once the objec-
t ives  were teken defensive nos i t i ons  were dng, heavy weeyons en-
plcced :"I cmouflrged, a r t i l l e r y  moved up, end f i n p l  p i -o tec t ive  
l i n e s  p lo t ted .  ?he two parmount factors i n  the t a c t i c n l  develog- 
ment outlined cbovo were the successful l m d i n g  o f  t h e  jwng o r  
d r o ?  on the  7icked nrep  md thereaf te r  the a8seoibI.y of the  scet-
tered t e rm members. 

h. Pethfinders.  Ppthf inders ,  ir troo? element con- 
ceived end e q l o y e a  fo r  the f i r s t  tima awing the l c t t e r  s t r g e s
of World W O ~  IS, were orgrnized f o r  tha q e c l f i c  nurpose of in-
suring the mr ivo l  of  c m r i e r  71mes .?nil g l ide r s  over the proger 
b o ?  Fnd l m d l n g  zones Pnd the  s?eedy e-ssembly o f  tho sca t t e red  
troopers e f t e r  leaditlg, These ? r t i d inde r s  were s e l o c t o d  from 
s 2 o c i d i s t s  within the  d iv is ion  find t re inea  t o  use md equipped 
with the most r ecen t ly  d e v o l o n d  honing devices. They were 
well br ie fed  mnA i l r o p e d  fro0 ten minutes t o  s eve r r l  hours ahecd 
q f  the a r r iva l  o f  the  conbbrt t w m s  ovor t h e i r  Zocctions. Their 
work W P S  i n p o r t a t ,  os?ecinlly i n  night ogerztions. 

i. T r o t i c r l  Nissiona. The tcotic,-l  missions given 
the Firborne i l ivision i n  world %.r II hove t.lrei.8.y been dis-
cussed in Section ?. su?re, m d  will not be considered ngc?in 
here. 
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B i b l  iog~aphy 

Chapter 1 

1. 	 03eration ReTort on S ic i l iFn  Cenpaign - Seventh United 
StPtes Army. 

2. 	 Gcqeign  B q o r t  - Sic i ly  r-nd I t d y  - 8213 Airborne Div is ion .  

3. 	 Operction R m o r t  on Xorncmly I n n s i o n  - Cornrnmding Generr l ,  
82.d Airborne Division. 

4. 0'7erPtian R q o r t  on ii0rnnnd.y Invasion - Conrimding Generel,  
lO l s t  Airborne Division. 

5. 	 M t e r  Action, R q o r t  Kormendy Invpsion - Xeitdqnprters F i r s t  
United S tp t e s  Arny. 

6. 	 O>er;.tion "DiikGoGX1' $wm:sy - Seventh United S t a t e s  Arny, 

Corres?ondenco file, R2eretion "Diirlc;oOi~" - Al l i ed  Forces 
Hedquar t e r s ,  Ned i t e r rmwn Shentcr. 

Ogerption Xmort on Hollend 0:ierction "MARKET" - First 
A l l i o d  Airborne &my. 

Ogeration Regort on IIollmd Ogerption "m"- 82d Air -
borne Division. 

OperFtion Report "V&SITY" - XTIII Airborne C o r p s ,  25 Awl1 
1945. 
02er;Lion R q o r t  "Ytl?lSITY" (crossing of Rhine River ,  
Germny) - F i r s t  Al l ied  Airborne Army. 19 Mty 1945. 

Onerption Re?orts o f  t h e  l 7 t h ,  ii2d and lOlst Airborne nivl-
sions, Firs t ,  Third,  Scventh, lJinth end Fi f t een th  United 
StFtes Armies and of t he  21 B r i t i s h  Army Group. 

1.3. 	 T/O & E 71 - T, 16 Decenber 1944 (Airborne Division).  

14. 	 StFtenonCs of  eirborne d iv i s ion  unit connmders t o  E e n e r d  
Bo r r d  Quest ionnr ir a. 

15. 	 S t c  teneints of airborne i l ivision gonerrl  o f f i c e r s  t o  Generrl 
Bo rrd Questionncire,  
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-OPINION OF SENIClR CONIMfihrDEaS 

SECTICN 1 

IMPORTANCE OF EXTLRRIENCm OPINION 

27. w i d e r a t i o n  of tho  mission, organization. equipment, 
and t a c t i c a l  emplomont i s  n o t  enough i f a u d y  of the present  
a i rborne  d iv is ion  i s  , t o  ba a completd one. No decision as t o  i t s  
worth o r  us0 can be rcached without consulting the  cpinions of 
highor commnders who havc had occssion t o  work with o r  i n  such 
u n i t s  during 'i?orld T A r  11. The impressions O f  t h e  senior o f f i -  
c e r s  l i s t e d  below must bo considcred of primary importance i n  m&-
i n g  a s tudy  o f  airborne troops and the i r  employ": 

General Cmar N .  Brcdley, 1 2 t h  JJTIY Group Commander 
General George S, Patton, Jr., Fif teenth  ismy Commander 

Lieutenant General Wade H. Haislip,  Seventh imny Commander 
Lieutenant General L. H. Brereton, F i r s t  Allied hirborne &my

Commander 
Lieutenant General John K. Cannon, Commander, United S ta t e s  

S t r a t eg ic  Air Force i n  Europe 
Major General Floyd L, Parks, Former Chief of S ta f f ,  F i r s t  

Allied Pirborng Army 
Maj or General E. G. Chapman, 13th Airborne Division Comander 
Major General B i l l i a m  1. Miley, 17th iiirborne Division 

Commnnder 
Major General James M. Gavin, 82d Airborne Ijivision Commander 
Major General Maxwell D. Taylor, lOlst Airborne Division 

Commander 
Maj or General ,I.C. Mdiuliffe, Former lOlst itirborne Divi-

sion Deputy Commander 
Maj o r  General Hugh J. Gaffey, XXIII Corps Commander 
Major General J. M. Devine, XXII Corps Commander 

SECTION 2 

"&NTS OF MPFRIENCED COMMNDLFLS 

28, The thoulThts of these  senior commanders on the a i rborne  
d iv i s ion  and i t a  operatiop are expressed' i n  t he  guoted statements 
@ch follow: 

a. Opiidon of the 12th Army Group Commander. 

General @marN. Bradley, i n  a l e t t e r  t o  commsmding 
Generd ,  United S ta t e s  Forces, European Theater, (Rear), 8PO 8g7, 
United S ta t e s  Army, dated 25 July 194.5, (see Appendix 6 f o r  en-
t i r e  l e t t e r )  makes the following statements: 
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"It may be  tha t  with the development of r e c o i l l e s s  
wespons, an airborne operation i n  the  fu ture  m a y  be ab le  t o  dc-
fend i t s e l f  a p i n s t  armored a t t acks  without being re inforced  over- 
land by heavier an t i - tm4  werFons. Yoiflever, i n  m y  opera t ion  
where the outcome i s  not so F a n s e n t  ns it wzs i n  the l a t e r  s tages  
of ou r  operstion, I be l icve  t h a t  t he  cankitions fo r  airborne ope??-
ntions will be about es s tc ted  above: that  i s ,  n t  po in t s  where t h e  
forces con be reached by ground action within e- re rsonrb le  time. 

"In ny opinion, Firborne operntions brck o f  Utrh 
Berch, where there was e m t e r  hezard behind the beach, were es-
sent ia l  for  the success of  the s t tack .  I a l s o  f e e l  thn t  hed the  
Rhine River bean defended strongly i t  would hcve been h ighly  de-
s i r ab le  t o  use airborne troops in the  ns88ul t  crossing.' 

* * * * * * * 

"I bel ieve  thpt the fu ture  primfiry r o l e  o f  the e i r -  
borne troops w i l l  be  similar t o  the ro l e  plpyed in t h i s  opcrztion; 
thpt is. tu a s s i s t  i n  the r s sau l t  of Dreprred pos i t ions ,  per t icu-  
l r r l y  where a lFndlng hFs t o  be nede.* 

b. Opinion o f  the F i f t een th  United S te tes  Army Comcnder, 

General George S. Pe t ton ,  Jr, , made the following re-
nsks, in su?~stance,  when ir.terviewed by rr menber of t he  General 
Board on 6 Nov&ber 194.5: 

For the  present the  l e rges t  u n i t  o f  oirborne troops 
should be the combat toam. The current oirborne d iv is ion  does no t  
possess dequnte  hervy we;pans t o  sus tc in  i t s e l f  i n  b r t t l e  except 
f o r  short periods, Airborne d iv is ions  c o m i t t e d  t o  ground opera- 
tions during WorZb Wzr I1 hpd t o  be reinforced with equipnent e t  
the expense of  o ther  divisions and corps. f a y  un i t  besed on in-
provisetior- i s  not goad. I f  the Third Amy, Seventh Amy o r  11 
c o r p s  hpd possessed r force  of  r i rborne  troops inmedietely p v F i 1 -
able fo r  use, an nunerou$ occesions 3ost I'erXrkcbbla r e s u l t s  could 
have been obtejned by using then i n  conjunction with ground forces .  
By 'immediate n v r i l e b i l i t y '  I mem thPt P drop could be " l e  i n  a 
specified place in i minimum of 24 houre'notice.  I t  i s  believed 
th r t  i t  i s  not d i f f i c u l t  t o  foresee thnt in the  fu tu re ,  i n i t i d  
lmd ings  on h o s t i l e  shores nry w e l l  be mde  en t i r e ly  by e i r  with 
hervy equipmeet end m o r  landing f r o n  b o ~ t s  a f t e r  the hecches hcve 
been sockred, We nust not  l i m i t  o u r  imoginations t o  the  present  
poss ib i l i t i e s ;  we nust l o o k  to tho fu tu re  where impovenent in 
equipnent End technique m y  well  mFike it poss ib le  t o  drop l m g e  
airborne un i t s  on shor t  notice.  I t  i s  f e l t ,  therefore,  t h r t  one 
active nirborne d iv is ion  should be re tp ined  i n  the  rrmy in  pence-
time. This d iv is ion  should be under Ground Force control <mdn o t  
under the A i r  Forces. I n  the immediate fu tu re  the primary r o l e  of 
airborne forces i n  conbrt must be the  dose - in  ve r t i ca l  envelop- 
nent o f  enemy ground forcos. When complete supply by e i r  i s  p x o -
t i c rb l e  deeper pene t rp t ions  mply be made by r i rborne  forces  in to  
enemy te r r i to ry .  
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C. Qpinion of the fieventh Unite& S t r t e s  imiy Dor.b:;nder. 

Lieutennnt General WFde H. Hcis l ip ,  i n  P l e t t e r  to Comna-d-
ing Genernl, United S t s t e s  Forces,  Europem Theater,  de ted  28 Ju ly
1945, ( see  Appendix 10 f o r  e n t i r e  l e t t e r )  mrkes the fa l lowing  s t c t e -  
nones: 

"In P r e l e t i v e l y  modest R e y l r r  A r n y ,  i t  i s  ba l i eved  
tha t  the Airborne Division should s t i l l  be meintrined in  order that 
new techniques, experii.ient?l chrnges in  T/O, end employmnt n s  r3 

division in  ianeuvers nry  be cp r r i ed  out fo r  the bene f i t  of the 
&my 26 P whole, 2nd t o  provide r sound bcs i s  f o r  fu r the r  develop- 
ment of the Firborne ern, i n  the  event of F, fu tu re  w m .  On the 
other hand, it i s  recomnended t h e t  ~ l ldivisions be t rp ined  i n  
g l ider  borne rnd sir l m d i n g  oper,-.tions, p n t i c u l a r l y  the l r t t e r .  
Sepcrate prrnchute reg inents  end a e r i r l  resupaly compmies should 
be mrintpined. 

"Suff ic ien t  troop c s r r i e r  grouus  t o  l i f t  R nnximun 
o f  three airborne d iv is ions  should be npintrined. This would in-
sure t h r t  an operction of two d iv is ion  strength could be ndunted. 
with :n cdegwte reserve  t o  mzintpin it." 

319.1 Gen (FLLLC), t o  the Supreme Commrnder, Al l ied  Expeditionary 

d. Opinion of  the Commrnding Generil ,  F i r s t  A l l i ed  i i r -
borne Army. 

L i e u t e n a t  Gcneral L. H. Brereton, i n  el l e t t e r  A0 

Force (blain), dated 22 December 1944, mgkes the  following s t r t e -  
ments: 

"The p r inc ip l e  of MASS w r s  demonstrcted on t h i s  
operrtion. Future plcnning should provide f o r  n l i f t  s u f f i c i e n t  
to drop two Firborne divisions i n i t i d l y  bo explo i t  fu l ly  the  
surprise rchieved. Dependence on P, secondary l i f t  t o  a c c o q l i s h  
the objective w i l l .  i n v i t e  se r ious  consequences. 'I 

* * * * * * * 

"The enemy is conducting operctions on i n t e r i o r  
l i n e s  over 9s e f fec t ive  t r rnspor tn t ion  net. Ho hpa the  c b i l i t y  
t o  reinforce eny threptened .?ref quickly. Therefore, i t  i s  V i t n l  
thc t  the zirborne thrus t  be joined with the ground thrust i n  c 
mininun o f  time t o  ?void undue looses.  The nrmrnent of  r i rbo rne  
troops does not permit sustpined operptions n p i s s t  R prolonged 
e.ttnck by hewy weppcns and Exnored forces." 

e. Opinion of the Commanding Generol, Unitad S tFtes  
Strategic A i r  Forces in Europe. 

Lieutenant Generd John K. Gemon, i n  n l e t t e r  to  
Comaanding General ,  United S t r t e s  Forces,  Zhropenp Theater ,  dnted 
15 august 1945, ( d e e  irppendlx 11 f o r  en t i re  l e t t e r )  makes the  
following. stptement: 
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"If i t  i s  Rn accepted p r inc ip l e  t h a t  a i rbo rne  units 
should b e  mpde up o f  spec fp l i zed  troops,  i t  seems unlikely t h a t  
troops could be t rp ined  to a proper l eve l  of ehbck-troop e f f i c i e n c y  
unless t h e i r  t r r i n i n g  is concent ra ted  elmost exc lus ive ly  on m a t t e r s  
dee l ing  with e i rborne amplopen t ,  l a t u r a l l y ,  t h e  t r a i n i n g  (end 
oonsequent avmi lab i l i t y )  of all p o u n d  t roops  i n  a i rborne  oyer+  
t i o n s  would be  d e s i r e b l e  but it i s  f e l t  thclt t he  p r e c t i o a l  consid-
e re t ions  involved mey preclude such t ra in ing .  I t  w u l d  seem that 
troops p r imar i ly  t r p i n e d  pnd equipoea f o r  a i rborne  employment 
could acquire c6nsiderpble finesse i n  the technique of pu re ly  
grbund u n i t s  wherzes t h e  r e v a r s e  would not  naceasa r i ly  qonly, 
Elvery e f f o r t  should be " l e ,  however, t o  study the  f e a s i b i l i t y  O f  
giving ~ 1 1troops 8 rudimentFry course of t r a i n i n g  i n  a i rbo rne  
technique. 

f .  Opinion o f  the  former C h i d  o f  S tp f f ,  First  All ied 
Airborne Army. 

& j o r  General Floyd L. Fprke, i n  p. l e t t e r  t o  ~omm~nd-  
i n g  General, United S t r t e a  Forces,  Europem 'Phepter, dc t ed  3 kug-
U E t  1945, makes t h e  fbllovring stptements! 

"I a0 nnt be l i eve  it poss ib l e  t o  t r p i n  a l l  d i v i s i o n s  
i n  Pirborne technique find operp t ions .  f: b e l i eve  thp t  t h e r e  should 
be Firborne d iv i s ions ,  e s  such, end thEt P S  many stflndarrl i n f m t r y  
d iv i s ions  as poss ib l e  should be t ra ined  in F i r  I m d i k g  r o l e s . "  

* * * Y * * * 

"It geems importmt t o  me that i n  order  t o  r e t e i n  
our ptesent supe r io r i ty  in  t h e  a i rborne  f i e l d  we must m i n t t i i n  
both eirborne troops and t roo?  c a r i e r  l i f t  under R heFdqupr te rs  
combining both elements i n  i t s  c t e f f  which would insure  t r r i n i n g ,  
research End development o f  ni rborne  t r a i n i n g  and equipment. No 
ph:se o f  airborne me t t e r s  should be  neglected end c o n s t m t  r e secsch  
should be ce r r i ed  on  vigorously.  " 

g. Opinion of  the  Oomnmding Generpl, 13th Airborne 
Division. 

M p j o r  Generd  8,  G. Chepmn, i n  E l e t t e r  t o  t h e  
Chief of S t r f f ,  U n i t e 6  S t r t e s  &my, mpkes t h e  fol lowin,- strtomorltn: 

"Premioed on t h e  b e l i e f  thEt subsequent h o a t i l i t i e a  
i n  which the  Unite4 Stmtes ney becone invnlved, will occur so TF.-

p i d l y  F S  t o  p rec lude  F long  i n t e r v p l  of time i n  which t o  neke 
F repwpt ion ,  it is bel ieved  t h p t  t he  oost-war r o l e  of Firborne 
forces  should inc lude  such pn o r g ~ n i e p t i o na $  will permit t ho  i m -
mediate aad rep id  employment o f  r i rbo rne  fo rces  on e i t h e r  n tnc-
t i c a l  or o s t r p t e g i c  mission. 

"&sed on t h e  p ropos i t i on  subaitted * * * *Rbove, 
it i s  believed the t  t he  orgnnize t ion  and number o f  n i rborne  t rpops 
should n o t  be contingent upon t h e  number of sCFndprd in fPn t ry  
d iv is ions  but r e t h e r  upon t h e  c o n t a m l e t e d  employment o f  airborne 
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div is ions  i n  event of  an emergency and the  outbreak of hos t , i l i -
t i e s .  I am Qf the opinion t h a t  a minimum of  t h ree  a i rbo rne  di-  
v i s i cns  should be provided f o r .  These d iv i s ions  i n  t h e  post-war 
m i l i t a r y  establishment would b e  s ta t ioned,  one on t h e  Eas t  c o a s t ,  
one on the l ies t  coast, and one i n  Central  bes t e rn  United S ta tes  
where it might be employed e i t h e r  t o  the  no r th  or t o  the south,  
I be l ieve  these d iv i s ions  should be u t i l i z e d  for t r a i n i n g  and pso-
v id ieg  cadres for wits of t h e  Regular Army, Organized Reserve, 
and National Guarcl. They should, hawever, be r e t a ined  ga a tac-
t i c a l  command and capable o f  employment i n  event of omergsncy. 

"It is not  be l i eved  pract icable ,  or des i r ab le ,  even 
i n  a r e l a t i v e l y  modest Regular Army t o  t r a i n  all d i v i s i o n s  i n  a i r -
borne technique and operation. The personnel of c r r t a i n  desig- 
nated d iv is ions  only should be spec ia l ly  t r a ined  as parachute-
g l ide r  so ld i e r s ,  A l l  Regular Army units  should, however, be 
t ra ined  i n  landinn ( t r a n s p o r t  by plane) rnccedures a s  ooh-
t r a s t o d  with spec ia l i zed  parachute and g l ide r  technique. EX-
perience has ind icn ted  t h a t  all members of a r egu la r  organized 
combat unit viill no i the r  desire, vo l i l n t a r i l y  par t iGipa te ,  o r  phgs-
i c a l l y  and mantally q u a l i f y  f o r  a i rborne  pilrpcscs.li 

Adjutant General, War Department, Washington 25, D.G., dated 23 

h, Opipion of t h& Commanding General, 17th Airborne 
Division. 

Major General V J i l l i a m  k. hliley, i n  a l e t t e r  t o  Tho 

July 19.45, makes t h e  fallowing statementst  

"1 f e d  t h a t  i n  our peace time Army t h e  r o l e  of 
a i rborne  Divisions should be puroLy s t r a t e g i c .  The ex i s t ence  of 
Airborne Divisions and the  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  t h e i r  r a p i d  movement 
t o  any theater  will be a strong s t r a t c g i c  weapon. The presence 
o f  Airborne t r o o p s  i n  our Army could well onablc the  r educ t ion  
o f  i t s  overal l  s t r e n g t h b n  

* * * * + * * 
V i t h  t h e  present equipment and organizq t ion ,  which 

requires the W k  of tha Div is ions  t o  be parachu t i s t s ,  21, I S  
nei ther  prac t icable  nor d e s i r a b l e  f o r  a l l  d iv i a ions  t o  be t r a i n o d  
as Airborne Divisions.  Hovavor, i f  impovement i n  moans of  land-
ing  Airborne personnel (such as landing thom i n  autogyros) docs 
away with t h e  nccd of l engthy  t r a i n i n g  and t h o  l i k c l i h o o a  of m n  
refus ing  t o  jump, then i t r r o u l d  br: prac t i cab lo  and d e s i r a b l e .  
I n  any w e n t ,  i t  i s  d e f i n i t o l y  brlievod weL1 t o  t r a i n  all. d i v i -
s iohs  i n  a i r  l anding  opera t ions .  I do not  f c c l  the re tcn t lon  of 
parachute regiments should e f f e c t  t h i s  decision." 

i, Opinion of the  Commanding Gcneral, 82d Airborne 
Division. 

Majar General James M. Gavin, i n  h i s  answcr t o  t h e  
General Board Questionnaire makes the following statements:  



'''&e nirborne d iv is ion  should be organized with 
three  identic21 regiments capeble of comitnent e s  gl ider  or 
pnrechute in fmt ry .  

94issions p re san t ly  e s s i g e d  should remein unel-
tered. The current War Department doctrine * * * * i s  considered 
sound besed upon the  four combr-t Pirborne operrt ions of t h i s  
division. It 

* * * * * * * 

" I t  i s  the  general opinion o f  el1 commnders of 
this Division thfit an a i rborne  u n i t ,  since i t  i s  clmost a l w ~ y s  
requized to  fi;ht in susteined conbet Pfter executing i t s  F i r -

borne migaion, should have t h e  sene l'/S o s  tho carresoonding u n i t  
of P s t rp i ah t  i n f m t r y  d iv is ion  p lus  cer te in  Firborne equipment. 
All i n f m t r y  equipment which i s  not sir-trPnsporteble vi11 pr r ive  
overland. 

j. opinion of the  comi?endin,l: GenerFl, lOlst Airborne 
Division. 

i w j o r  Generel Maxwell D. Try lor ,  i n  e l e t t e r  t o  
t h e  Comindinq Generpl, I1 Corps,  ?&ea 25 July 1945,nekes the 
f o l l c w i n g  stetement s: 

"The fu tu re  primasy role o f  Airborne troops i s  
l i k e l y  t o  be both s t r a t eg ic  md trcticP1, A t  the outset of hos-
t i l i t i e s ,  befare the  formetion of continuous f ron t s  pnd the cre-
e t ion  of f l c k  brrr iers, Airborne troops u t i l i z i n g  surprise pnd 
imnedinte a i r  super ior i ty  can range deeply i n t o  eneny t e r r i t o ry  
Rnd e f fec t  decisive s t r e~ teg ic  resu l t s .  A s  the f ron t s  c r y s t r l l i z e  
along with a n t i n i r c r r f t  and es t ie i rbarne  aefenses,  the r e n p  of 
Airborne troops i s  l i k e l y  t o  diminish. Then the i r  m ~ 5 senploy-
ment w i l l  become l r r f e l y  t r c t i c p l  i n  nrture resembling thot fn 
Normandy and on the Rhinc whore the  ;round forces  cnlled in the 
Airborne trooys f o r  the  rupture  o f  D strong eneny position. 
k t h a r m o r e ,  k i rborse  t roops  should be able t o  neet c require-
ment f o r  snnll sca le  parcchuto aperetlons f n  the  imediPte  b : t t l e  
Cree such as the se izure  of  bridges or the c los ins  of B d a f i l e . "  

* * * * * * * 
"In alenning the  Airborne ermp of the future,  i t  

must be borne in mind tha t  cur Airborns operetions to  dete  heve 
been e s sen t i a l ly  pprechute operations. P p r x h u t e  troops ctin be 
cnd have been Put down successful1,y in $ h o s t  any kinrl of t e r r a i n  
bo th  i h  daylight Rnd i n  darkness. Glider end e,ir lending opera- 
t i o n s  a r e  severely r e s t r i c t e d  by te r re in ,  enemy ground defenses 
end conflitions of l i g h t .  Unit1 sone new technique i s  developed 
thet can give P widar q T l i c a b i l i t y  t o  Qiider pperntions, t h e  
Airborne division must r e w i n  essent ia l ly  pnrechute with Gidders 
a v f i l e b l o  for use uqder favorpble circumstmoes. The mainten- 
price o f  F l e r ee  number o f  serJerrte per?-regiments i s  not e s e t i s -
feo tory  solution, A parachute u n i t  needs t he  supervision of a 
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Division Headquarters fnd  the e f fec t ive  u s e  of perachute t roops  
in b e t t l e  requires t he  coordincted enplaynent o f  e l1  arms welded 
topether i n  P Division teem." 

* * * * * * * 
nAirborne problems Ere often considered a s  same-

thin? spec ia l ,  requi r ing  a rpdice l ly  new spvroxh,  Actunlly,  m 
Airborne operztion i s  nore ly  pn emyhibious lending with n i r d r p f t  
subs t i tu ted  f a r  l m d i n g  c r r f t .  The re ln t ion  of Airborne troops 
t o  the A i r  Forces i s  e m c t l y  tha t  of the mphibious t roops  t o  t h e  
Jnvy. Generelly speakin:", those netbods which hrve made f d r  sUC-
cessful cmphibious wcrfare cm be rpgl iu l  d i r ec t ly  t o  t he  air-
borne f ie ld .  The Airborne d iv is ion  i s  q o t  Fqd should not be  con- 
sidered n speciFl t m e  d iv is ion .  I t  i s  nerely an in fan t ry  d iv i -  
sion with sonething Faded; nme ly ,  Fb i l i t g  t o  close with the  e n e v  
by F i r .  I t s  besic o r r m i z F t i a n  eRd equipnent should be thrt o f  
en i n f m t r y  Aivision. I t  will d i f f e r  f ron  the l r t h e r  only in  hnv- 
in[: F supylemente-ry tFble o f  equisnent inclfidlnf l i i h t  weroons 
mrl vehicles which Are air  t rmsga r tob le ,  Once on the ,pound, t h e  
Airborne aivision must bo yrepored f o r  sustcined eqloyment. Ex-
perience he8 shown conclusively t h r t  F quick withrir-nwl of A i r -
borne t r o o w  i s  never poss ib le .  Gecesssri ly,  they have been p u t  
down e t  P c r i t i c d  poin t  where the b p t t l e  w i l l  rnge f o r  dmys bel 
fore eny troops Cen be  releesed. I f  the dirborne d iv i s ion  is t o  
perform i t s  duty dongs ide  stendcrd infcntry d iv is ions  i t  must 
bring up quickly stnndprd equipnenb Pnd weepans, 'I 

Generrl p ry lor ,  s t ~ t e sfu r the r ,  i n  P l e t t e r  t o  t h e  
Commanding Generel, XVI Corps ,  $PO 197,  United S ta tes  &-my, (%e-
Appendix g for  en t i re  l e t t e r )  dptod 10 August 191?5: 

"Bcsie Rocanaendrtion, The r i rborne  d iv i s ion  should 
be orbmized exwtly the sc& P S  the infen t ry  d iv is ion  insofrx fls 
t eb les  of nrF;nizction Fad equipnent m e  concerned with the  follow- 
ing variptions:  

e ,  t;ll personnel of the airborne d iv is ion  should 
meet the st~ndrrdss e t  f o r  parachute t roors  rnd should ~ 1 1be 
treinea to  onter conbct by per rchute ,  {.lid@- Fnd F i r  - t rmspr t .  

b. The teblB6 o f  equipgent should be drnwn t o  per-
*it the subs t i tu t ion  of  ce r t e in  i t e n s  o f  l i c h t  equipment i n  cd- 
vonce of  nn nirborne operption when the  s t rndr rd  i t e u s  o f  the  in- 
f en t ry  division ere not e.ir-trpnsportnble, 

k. Oplnion of the fa rner  Deputy Gonmmder, 1 0 l s t  A i r -
borne Division, 

iviejor Generpl k. C. MicAuliffe, i n  E l e t t e r  to  the  
Comending Generrl, XX Carps, f & o 4  23 July 19b5, mekea t h e  f a l -
la%ringst at emont s: 

"1 conceive the  fu turo  !rimpry r o l e  of  pirborne 
traogs to  be s t i l l  t h e t  o f  a s s i s t i n g  the me.3.n a s m u l t  force  by the  



se izure  of  key t e r rp in  f eetures.  the disruption of eneny comnuni- 
c:tions 2nd the n e u t r d i z P t i o n  of importcnt eneny defenses. 

"8irborne d iv is ions ,  properly orgpnized Pnd equip- 
ped, c m  -3erforr.l equ,-lly with i n f s n t r y  d iv is ions .  * * * *fl 

1. Opinion of the Z I I f  United S t r t e s  C o r p s  Commpnder .  

Mrjor Gsnerol Hugh J. Gzffey, i n  F. l e t t e r  t o  Command-
ing  GenereJ., SGventh United S te t e s  Army, dated 25 July 1945,makes 
t he  following statement s: 

"I conceive the f u t u r e  p r i n m y  r o l e  o f  c i rborne  
troops t o  be the se i zu re  of v i t a l  t pc t ioc l  fep tures  i n  c r i t i c d  
opcrntions essent id t o  t h e  s t r p t e g i c  yJ1rn. 

"I consider a repsonFble p o p o r t i o n  between s p e c i d -  
ized Firborne fi ivisions m d  stsndprd infpnt ry  d iv i s ions  t o  be  one 
oirborne d iv is ion  per  f i e l d  army. 

"In the  Regular Army dll d iv i s ions  shoulfi bo t r a i n e d  
i n  airborne apera t ions , rad  technique. Certain fi ivisions,  i n  t he  
prayortion expressed above, should rece ive  add i t ion r l  s p e c i r l i e e d  
tireining end equipment f o r  Firborne operptions. This view would 
hold even if seporpte s2ec i r l i zed  u n i t s  such E S  narpchute r eg inen t s  
w e r e  ncintained. 11 

pi. Opinion o f  the  XXII United S ta t e s  Corps Commander, 

Irlcjor Genorpl J. lvi, Devine, in p l e t t e r  t o  t h e  
Connmding Generrl, Third United S ta tes  Army, dr t ed  24 July 1945, 
nekes the following stptements: 

"1 foe1 s t rongly  thFt t o  j u s t i f y  the r e t e n t i o n  o f  
powerful eirborne fo rces  we nust envision t h e i r  emgloyment i n  rn 
esseq t in l ly  s t r a t eg ic  ro le .  I refer t o  an operr t ihn  of  e.t 1ee.st 
the  spme mpgnitude t h a t  charpc ter ized  the  GermFn cnpture of 
Crete: en i n i t i e l  a s s a u l t  by pwctroops and g l ide r  t roons  b p k e d  
up m d  reinforced by s t rong  belencert formatiions t r m s p o r t e d  t o  
lpndinc. f i e l d s  i n  tho c s s r u l t  a r e p  i n  t r rnspor t  ? lanes ,  t he  whole 
fo rce  beinp supalied fo r  drys by F i r .  such en o?erPtion mpy Well 
hhve been feeslble  during A p r i l  1945 i n  Europe a f t o r  t h e  reduct ion  
o f  the Bhine bpr r ie r .  In  f u t u r e  warp we shnl l  ~ l w n y s  hcve occa- 
sion t o  e q b y  eirbornc elements i n  P t w t i c F l  role. BpsicFl ly  
coo i t e l i z ing  on the overwhelming p,ir s u ~ e r l o r i t y  the  Uni ted  S t a t e s  
now enjoys mcl should na in t e in ,  any a t tack  pl;ns we may develop 
should dive dae considerr.tion t o  powerful nirborne of fens ives ."  

* * * * * * * 
"1 do not consider it prRcticpbLe o r  d e s i r s b l a  t o  

provide jump o r  Glider t r e i n i n g  f o r  the aersonnel of €11 d iv i -
s ions  of t he  RegulRr &my. The esns i t  de corps Inherent wi th in  
cnd the  ca l iber  of nirborne d iv i s ions  c m  be i n  Lmge mensure 
a t t r i bu ted  t o  t he  f a c t  t h a t  they a re  volunteer a rgmiza t ions .  Ihe 
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proposed peace-time Army w i l l  include neny men who pre e i t h e r  phys-
i c r l l y  unqual i f ied  or mentplly unreceJtive t o  jump or gliider t r a in -  
in<. o r  both. MrndPtory airborne t r a in ing  with t h i s  c lpss  of  per-
sonnel night lire11 hevc F de le t r ious  e f f e c t  on the  n o r n l e  of the 
Arny, A b e t t e r  solutiorr woula be t o  s e g r e p t e  volunteers i n  P i r -
borne d iv is ions ."  

L * * * * * * 

"n. nnsider t o  t he  seconfi question propounded, it is 
not considered e.rlvis;ble t o  maintmin pprachute reg inents  as di f -
f e ren t i a t ed  from a i rborne  a iv is ions .  The snel lest  airborne unit 
should be tho d iv i s ion  f o r  t h e  renson tha t  (r div is ion  is t h e  smell- 
cs t  solf-sust.qinin;: u n i t .  The neintencrnce o f  ?orechute regiments 
only vould envision the  re1eC:;tion of nizborne fo rces  t o  r. conplote-
l y  suhordinr.te r o l e  f o r  u s e  In ninor  agerations only." 
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SECTION 1 


FINDINGS AS TO THE RLTEMTION OF THE AIRBORNE; DIVISION 

29. Al te rna t ives  t o  the  liirbornc D i v i s e ,  I n  consider ing 
the  f u r t h c r  dcvalcpmcnt o f  cui 'army with respcct  t o  a i rborne 
Lpcrations, it is des i rab le  t o  rwiclii p i ss ib lo  a l f c r n a t i v c s  t n  t h e  
a i rborne d iv is ion ,  In  crdcr  t o  makc: provis i ia  fcr airbornc ccmbit, 
th ree  organizat ional  s r l u t i c n s  orcsont  themsclves cn t h o  d i v i s i c n  
lcvolr  

a ,  I1 standard, a i r - t ranspor ted  infan t ry  d i v i s i c n ;  oP 

b. k standard, a i r - t ranspor ted  infan t ry  d iv is ion ,  re-
inforced by one or more smn.11 pnrachute uni t s ;  o r  

c. lin intcgrnted airborne divis ion,  s p e c i a l l y  t ra inod ,  
equiFpcd, and s t a f f e d  for  airborno operations. 

30. Thc k l t c r n a t i v e  of a Standard. Air-Transnortod Division. 
To s t n t e  t h i s  h l t e r n a t i v e  i s  i n  i t s e l f  a lmost  cnough t o  r e j e c t  it. 
Sui tab le  f i e l d s  arc! required f o r  t h e  landing of t h e  a i r  t r a n s p o r t s  
necessary t o  c a r r y  an in fan t ry  d iv is icn ,  The ensmy presumflbly w i l l  
defend, a c t i v e l y  and passively, such f i e l d s ,  I f  d i s a s t e r  is not  t o  
be invi ted,  it will bc necessary t o  emplcy parachute forces  t o  over-
ccma the  enemy defenses, qs well 88 t o  se ize ,  secure, and poss ib ly  
prepare t h e  landing arcas  bofcre  air+ t ranspor t s  can be s u c c e s s f u l l y  
landed. However, it i s  not  l i k c l y  t h a t  an adequate number of 
parachut is ts  could bc r e c r u i t e d  and t ra ined  within t h e  staridard 
divis icn.1 The inherent  re luc tanas  of most men t o  jump from an 
airplane precludos tho e f f e c t i v e  u8e of any but volunteers  88 
parachute trocjps , Moracver, thc  r e l a t i v e l y  few vclunteers must 
be scroened for  the required combination of physical  end mental 
stamina, 3s we31 as hardened by long, highly spec ia l ized ,  tmin-
ing. Prcblcms of equipment f u r t h c r  emphasize thc  i m p r a c t i c a l i t y  
of in tegra t ing  parachut i s t s  i n t o  a standard d iv is icn .  To bo sure, 
i n  exceptional circumstances, as ~ h b ntho  encmy i s  knmvn t r t  be 
defenseless cf i n  n s t a t e  of d i s in tegra t ion ,  it i s  ccncoivnblo t h a t  
a standard d iv is ion  might bo moved i n t o  h o s t i l e  t o r r i t o r y  !r i thsut  
the support of perachut i s t s .  For such a contingency, and d s o  f o r  
tip purpose o f  a i r  movement i n  a non-combnt zone, it is d o s i r a b l e  
t o  t ra in  standard infan t ry  d iv is ions  i n  a i r  t ranspor t  techniquos. 
But a standard d iv is icn ,  unsupported by parachut is ts ,  cannot bo 
considered capable of performing a n  a i rbomo combat mission. 

31. The, i d t e r n a t i v s  of a Standard Divis ion R c i n f o r c e m  
Parichute  Units. A niore reasonable p o s s i b i l i t y  is  that a standard, 
a i r - t ranspr r ted  inf'mtry divis ion,  re inf r rced  by s p e a i a l l y  t r a i n e d  
and equippod parachut i s t s ,  could be an a f fcc t ivo  s u b s t i t u t e  f a r  
an airbnrne d iv is ion .  Such an nl tePnnt ive,  i f  f c a s i b l c ,  W G d d  



have severa l  advantages. By obvisting t h e  t r a in ing  and equip- 
ment peculiar t o  t h e  a i rborne  division, it would tend t o  s impl i fy  
the  s t ruc tu re  of our army on the  division leve l .  Eliminating one 
type of Special-purpose division, i t  would make f o r  more s f f i c i c n t  
employment of man-power. Detailed consideration pf tho problem, 
however, ind ica tes  t h a t  t h i s  proposal does not o f f e r  a r e s 3  alterna-
tive t o  the  airborne d iv is ion .  Ehe reason is  simply, t h a t  t o  be 
ef fec t ive ,  t h e  reinforcement of a standard d iv is ion  i n  an  e i rborne  
operation must cons i s t  of a comparatively l a rge  number of s p e c i d -  
i s ed  troops of t h e  combined arms.2 The seizure and r e t en t ion  o f  
an airhead requi res  a force  su f f i c i en t  i n  troops t o  hold a rela-
t i v e l y  l v g e  area,  s t rong  enough i n  weapons of t ha  sevc ra l  arms. 
t o  overcome heavy opposition, adoqwtely t ra ined  SO t h a t  i ts  a le -
ments cons t i tu te  A team, properly staffed t o  czre f o r  t h e  m u l t i -
tudinous de t a i l s  of planning the  operation, and capablo of sus-
ta in ing  i t s e l f  independently fa r  a l imi ted  period of time. In 
shor t ,  the necessary reinforcement must i t s e l f  be an a i rborne  
division. It is des i r ab le  t o  review tho considerntions t h a t  
l ead  t o  t h i s  conclusion. 

32. Required Strength i n  Personnel and W e a p s .  The se i zu re  
and holding of an  air-hoad r eau i r e s  a force  much l a r g e r  than a 
parachuts regiment, wen i f  it' be reinfcrced.3 An a i r f i e l d  suf-
f i c i e n t l y  l a rge  t o  land modern t ranspor t  planes - or  t h e  l a r g c r  
g l iders  - i s  a t  l e a s t  a mile long. This a rea  must be  pro tcc ted  
f r p m  t h e  d i r ec t  f i r e  of small arms and, s o  fsr a s  p rac t i ca l ,  frcm 
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  To accomplish th i s ,  h o s t i l c  i n fan t ry  and a r t i l -
lery must be dcstroyed or drivon biyond the  range o f  the  l m d i n g  
Bone. A t  t h c  very l e a s t ,  gpound observation must bc dcnied t h o  
enemy. Even assuming t h a t  our air force has cotuplcte supe r io r i ty ,  
the  dropped parachute unit must control a minimum perimeter of 
18 miles, far too l a rge  an a rea  t o  be covered by the personnel of  
a regiment. Furthermore, a parachute un i t  of regimental  s ize ,  
unless heavily reinforced, would not have s u f f i c i e n t  weapons wi th  
which t o  secure the  area described above.4 The necessary rein-
forcement would increase  the  s i ze  of t he  or ig ina l  unit t o  about 
t h a t  o f  a division. Houiev-;., even with personnel and weapons 
iden t i ca l  t o  ti-ose of a division, the  reinforced parachute unit 
would no t  have t h e  e f f ec t ive  ? i r e  power of a division. Such a 
degree of e f fec t iveness  comes only a f t e r  long combined t r a in ing ,  
only a f t e r  each component has become familiar with a l l  others with 
which it operqtes. 

g The cpnortunity f o r  team t r a i n i n g  is 
mits  are attached t o  an organiza t ion  

only f o r  a p a r t i c u h r  opemtion, This i s  espec ia l ly  evident as 
applied t o  airboc-r; opsrat:^ws. Each element of  E eropped f o r c e  
m u s t  be able, m 3 + r  L~IC  rioL,t adverse conditjo78, t o  assemble a t  
i ts  designate3 polct, sri hat, it can properly play i t s  p a r t  i n  
&ccomplish& the team task,  This requi res  the  i n s t i n c t i v e  team- 
work t h a t  only long assoc ia t ion  and t r a in ing  v i t h  t h e  supporting 
and supported u n i t s  can give. Such proficiency and f a m i l i a r i t y  
do not come n i t h  t r ans i en t  assoc ia t ion  i n  a short ,  concentrated,  
t r a in ing  period. The r e q u i s i t e  technical and combined t r a i n i n g ,  
moreover, can not  be adequately conducted by the  commander of a 
small parachute unit. Such t r a in ing  l i e s  within t h e  province of 
a d iv is ion ,  
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34.  Supply and Maintenance i n  Comb&. Ability t o  sustain 
i t s e l f  f o r  a limited period i s  ap essential  quali ty i n  an airborne 
organizatio Such a b i l i t y  does not ex is t  i n  a uni t  smaller than 
a division.f' This I S  not a matter of numbers of fighting men o r  
weapons, f o r  these can b e  obtained by reinforcement, It is ,  r a the r ,
the a b i l i t y  of  a un i t  t o  supply i t s e l f  from the airhead fo r  a limited 
period with a n  adequate s tore  of amunition, signal supplies, fhel, 
and food. It also must maintain i n  operating condition su f f i c i en t  
weapons, signal. equipment, and, i f  they have been landed, vehicles.  
Thig requires a r e l a t ive ly  l a rge  and highly skil led supply element, 
together with special troops such as are contained i n  the division. 
Makeshift improvisation, t o  tlhich a smell reinforced parachute organ- 
iza t ion  would be limited, would not s a t i s f ac to r i ly  solve the  supply 
and maintenance problems tha t  each operation entails .  

35. Sta f f  Requirements. An airborne operation demands a 
larne,  spec ia l l?  trained. and versa t i le  staff' i f  the necessary 
Coordination of -a i r ,  g rohd ,  and possibly naval, forces  is  t i be 
achiwed. Again, lcng i sscc ia t icn  i n  training is a prerequisite.  
The c i t i ng  c f  a fcw of tho essent ia l  s t a f f  duties suggests the  
scope and specialized nature of the planning and cxecution of an 
airbcrne operatirsn. Once the t a rge t  f c r  an airbcrne cpmation has 
been selected,  suitable drcp zones and landing zcnes must bo sc l cc t -
cd from a i r  photcs, maps, and te r ra in  r e l i c f s ;  pathfindor units 
must be crganized and trained; and units mwt be provided with the  
Special oquipment and supplies required for  the par t icu lar  opora- 
t i o n  contemplated, Units must plan and rchearse the  operation by 
means of t a c t i c a l  exerciaes and command post exercises, Similarly,  
airborne intell igence and personnel problems require spec ia l  t r a in -  
ing and s k i l l  on the par t  of the s t a f f .  The prccurement and main- 
tenance of parachutes and other airbrrne equipment, as well  as t h e  
proviaic?n of supplies by a i r ,  present unique supply problems. The 
l cg i s t i c s  of mrving trccps t c  marshalling areas, of assignment t o  
a i r c ra f t ,  and of transporting the trorps t o  the ta rge t  m u s t  be 
solved. Expert advice and assistance t n  other matters peculiar 
to  an airborne cperation - ccmunications with a i r  suppcrt and 
trocp ca r r i e r  units,  medical care, engineer demolitions and con- 
s t ruc t ion  of obstacles - are  a l so  required by the airbcrne un i t  
ccmmander. Moreover, coordination must be effected with f r i e n d l y  
for tes ,  ground, a i r ,  and naval, i n  the corridor cf approach and 
i n  areas adjacent t o  the ta rge t .  In  t h i s  respect, the  rank of 
division commander i s  a marked advantage i n  the necessary coordi- 
nation c f  plans with high headqunrters. Finally, the plans must 
be executed w i t h  g rea t  s k i l l  a d  energy. The l imited s t a f f  of  a 
small parachute un i t  i s  simply not adequate for  such a task. Nor 
can the commander o r  the s t a f f  of the standard infan t ry  d iv i s ion  
be expected t o  have the specialized knowledge, training, a d  ex-
perience necessary t o  meet these requiremonts, 

36. g n c l u s i o  . It i s  therefore apparent t ha t  no a l t e rna t ive  
t o  the airborne di?ision i s  acceptable. Other organizations lock 
the necessary combination of trained personnel and tcamvlork, t h e  

he supply and malntenance f a c i l i t i e s ,  and the  command 
i l ab le  i n  tho airborne division. I f  o u r  army i s  to 

carry out i t s  mission i n  the  fu ture ,  the airborne d iv is ion  m u s t  be 
retained. 
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-CONCLUSIONS AND RECOmNDATIONS .AS TO THE 
RETAINED AIRB@m!E DIVISION 

37. Basis for  Conclusions ahd Recommendations. Tt,e con-
c lus ions  & r e i n  as t o  organization, 'equipment, id t a c t i c a l  
employment of the a i rborne  diviqiion a re  based on the cbmbat mis-
s i o n s  assigned airborne u n i t s  and on the  lessons learned i n  t h e  
European Theater while carrying out those missions. The recom-
mendations a r e  supported by t h e  weight of t h e  opinions o f  s en io r  
commanders under whose con t ro l  airborne divisions functioned as 
wdl a s  of the  opinions of o f f i c e r s  who commanded airborne u n i t s  
i n  combat. 

M I S S I O N S  OF TKE AIRBORNE D I V I S I O R .  

38. Recommendations a s  t o  Combat Mission, In  combat t he  
missions present ly '  assigned by paramaph 996. Field Manual. 100-5, 
Operations,  15  June 1945, and-b'ar D&sEtment*Training Circular 
Number 113, 10 September 1943 are;  

a. To seize,  hold, or otherwise exploi t  important t ac -  
t i c a l  l o c a l i t i e s  i n  conjunction with, o r  pending the a r r i v a l  of, 
o t h e r  m i l i t m y  or naval forces .  

b. To att,ack the  enemy rear and a s s i s t  a breakthrough 
o r  landing  by t h o  main force.  

c ,  To block o r  dc lay  enemy rcserves  by capturing and 
holding c r i t i c a l  t e r r a i n  featuves,  thereby i s o l a t i n g  the main 
b a t t l o f i e l d .  

d. To capture enemy airf ie lc ls .  

e ,  To capture or des t r ey  other v i t a l  enemy es tab l i sh-  
ments, tberoby paralyzing h i s  system of command, communications, 
and supply. 

f. To create  divorsions.  

g. To a s s i 8 t  t h6  t ac t i ca l .  a i r  force i n  delaying a 
r e t r e a t i n g  enemy u n t i l  t h e  main forces  can destroy him. 

h, To re inforco  threatened o r  smrounded units.  

3.. To seize i s l ands  or areas which are  not s t rongly  
he ld  and Which the enemy cannot e a s i l y  reinforce.  

j, To create  confusion and d isorder  among the h o s t i l e  
m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l  personnal. 

k. As a constant t h r e a t  by t h e i r  mert. prcsence i n  t h e  
t h e a t e r  of operations thereby causing tho encmy t o  displace h i s  
f o r c e s  over a wide a rea  i n  order  t o  p ro t ec t  v i t a l  i n s t a l l a t i o n s .  
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Since a study of p a s t  a i rborne  Operations and of the  comments 
of senior  commandors, Chapter 2 supra, ind ica tes  no need f o r  change 
i n  these it i s  recommended t h a t  the  missions of the a i rborne  d i v i -  
s i o n  remain a s  s t a t e d  above. (Sec  General Gavin's s ta tement  i n  
Chapter 2 supra and a l s o  Appendix 3 f o r  opinions of combat com- 
manders on t h i s  point . )  

39. The organizat ion,  cquipment, and t a c t i c s  o f  t h e  future 
airborne d iv is ion  m u s t  be such t h a t  it can perform t h e  missions 
l i s t e d  i n  paragraph 38 supra, with maximum ef f ic iency  and minimum 
attachment of support ing u n i t s .  

ORGANIZATION OF THE AIRBORl\rE DIVISION. 

40. Conclusions as t o  Organization. The organizat ion of 
t h e  present  a i rborne d i v i s i o n  i s  such t h a t  support ing u n i t s  i n -  
var iab ly  had t o  be at tached (sea  Appendix 4 ) .  This was due t o  
t h e  f a c t  tha t ,  contrary t o  liar Dcpartmfnt doctr inc,  t h e  a i rborne  
d iv is ion  was not  rt l i e v e d  from t h e  l i n o  i n  t 5  o or  t h r e e  days b u t  
had t o  s t a y  i n  a c t i o n  f o r  cons idwable  periods of time - sometimes 
f o r  weeks. "Experience has proven, says Brigadier General S t u a r t  
Cut ler ,  lOlst Airborne Div is ion  Commander i n  answering tho  G m e r a l  
Boardts questionnaire, "that it was n o t  possible  f o r  t h e a t e r  com- 
manders t o  rcplace a n  a i r b o r n s  d i v i s i o n  a f t e r  it had engqged i n  
i t s  i n i t i a l  operation duc t o  the  d i f f i c u l t y  of d i v e r t i n g  a rc-
l i e v i n g  force  through tht. u s u a l l y  crowded l i n o s  of communication 
and supply.tl This is a gencra l  opinion. The a i rborne  d i v i s i o n  
was not  only kept i n  t,he l i n e  f o r  long periods i n  t h c  l s t e  war, 
but  it can always expect  t o  b e  so  rc tn ined  i n  a c t i o n  i n  the future .  
I n  the rocent ly  concluded c o n f l i c t  support ing organizat ions had 
t o  be provided i t  by higher headquarters  a t  the expense of o t h e r  
u n i t s .  (See statement t o  t h e  General Board by General George s. 
Patton,  F i f teen th  Army Commander, i n  Chapter 2 supra.) The need 
f o r  such attachments, AS i s  shown i n  Chapter 1supra, was caused 
by an organic lack of s u f f i c i e n t  t ranspor ta t ion ,  of s u f f i c i e n t  
a r t i l l c r y  and ant i - tank armament, and of inadeqmte  engineer  and 
medical se rv ice  for sustainetl operat ions.  If it i s  t o  have the  
power and endurnnce e s s e n t i a l  f o r  the accomplishment of i ts  mis-
sion,  the  airborne d i v i s i o n  should have the  t a b l e  of organiza t ion  
and oquipment of t h e  s tandard  i n f a n t r y  d iv is ion ,  with c e r t a i n  aug- 
mcntations. This i s  borne out  by the  cont rn ts  of Chapter 1, t h e  
statements i n  Cha t e r  2, and t h e  g i s t  of t h e  opinions of expori-
enced commnnders.y The use of  t h i s  t n b l c  of organiza t ion  t.ould 
s imul i fy  the planning of the high command i n  t h a t  both the a i r b o r n e  
and the standsrd d i v i s i o n s  when i n  ground combat could b e  g i v e n  
i d e n t i c a l  missions and frontxges.  Furthermoro, with t h c  Same 
organizetion, the la tes t  developments i n  t a c t i c s ,  t r a i n i n g  a d  
equipment would be appl icable  t o  both ai rborne and i n f a n t r y  d+vi- 
s ions, 

41. m c l u s i o n s  as t o  Augmentation t o  S tandard  Divikion 
Qrganizatiog. Ijo large a d d i t i o n s  hre  necessary, ' f o r t u n a t e l y ,  
t o  make t h e  in fvnt ry  d i v i s i o n  t a b l e  of organizat ion s a t i s f a c t o r y  
f o r  use by the  airborne d i v i s i o n  i n  performing i t s  tact ical  r o l e .  
It  may bo concluded t h a t  the necessary  augmentations l i g t e d  bblow 
would not  increase t h e  personnel  now i n  the  s$andard d i v i s i o n  by 
moee than 410 o f f i c e r s  and men. 
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a. The a i r  section of the old division must be i n c l w l l  --i n  the new airborne ormanization.6 Two a i r  advisors, a l i eu t enan t  
colonel and a major, pa r t  of the  present airborne d iv is ion  staff 
should be made rJart of the  new division s t a f f .  These a re  A i r  Force 
of f icers  able t o  give expert advice t o  the division c o m n d e r  on 
a l l  matters pertaining t o  the A i r  and Troop Carrier Forces. In 
view of t he  increased importance of air-ground l i a i s o n  in an air-
borne u n i t  the air-ground l i a i son  section should be increased by 
one l ieutenant colonel. 

b. Three or four  en l i s ted  a e r i a l  phototopopraphers, 
althouEh not on the  present airborne s t a f f .  shpuld be added& 
the  G-2 Section. These d e  needed fo r  the .detailed aJr-photo 
interpretation, the r e l i e f  and photographic map making, and t h e  
data compilation necessary i n  the extremely comprehensive and 
de ta i led  briefisg required by everyone, from un i t  commander t o  
private,  i n  airborne operations. 

c. The parachute maintenance company of t h e  old t a b l e  
of or anization must -de one of the  s e c i a l  troops u n i t s  i n  
ICI-t he  nEw d i % ? d t  supplies and mainz ins  a l l  A i r  Forcequip-
ment i n  the division. This includes a l l  parachutes, harnesses, 
a e r i a l  delivery contaiiiers, and the l ike .  It also designs and 
manufactures spec ia l  equipment f o r  spec ia l  operations. 

d. A Pathfinder company should a l so  be added t o  the  
standard division t ab le  of o r  a n i z a t i o 7  It is an organizaiion 
only n m  being conceived o f ,  Ehich has the mission of furnishing, 
training, and Equipping the spec ia l  pathfinder teams which a r e  
v i t a l  t o  tho successful airborne operation, A projected table 
of organization or ig ina t ing  with the 82d Airborne Division g ives  
t h i s  company a s t rength  of 11 Officers and 141 men and an organi-
zation of one headquarters platoon and three  pathfinder platoons. 
This the Genmal Board f ee l s  t o  be 8 maximum. 

e, m d d i t i o n  of three s u a i c a l  teams t o  the medical 
Ibat ta l ion  on the bas i s  of m r - i n f a n t r - r e  iment 2;-f e l t  t o  
be nccossa ry .mn  the i n i t i a l  rJhasee of & a!rborni operation, 
evacuation outside of the d iv is ion  area is  impossible and t he re  
a re  alviays many wounded i n  need of immediate surg ica l  s t t o n t i o n  
i f  t h e i r  l ives  a r e  t c  be saved, These teams are  small, cons is t ing  
of a surgeon, a s s i s t an t  surgeon, and three  helpers. 

f.  N O  More Parachute o r  Glider Unlts.6 I n  tho now organ-
ization, a l l  parachute and g l ide r  un i t s  a s  such would bc abandoned. 
Thc new units w u l d  use both parachute and glidcr: -the former f o r  
personnel and l i g h t  oqulpment; the  l a t t e r  f o r  heavy equipmcnt. It  
is  the almost universal  opinion of airborne commanders t h a t  a i r -  
borne uni t s  should be brganizcd and t ra ined  t~ land by parachute, 
glider,  and a i r  ca r r i e r ,  u ~ u a l l yby S M ~ Ecombination of t h e  throe.6 

g. The fu ture  airborne division s h o a d  be consider&&g 
being divided i n t o  twcr general echelons. The first, of course,  
would be the akeault contingent. It would be compriaed of  the  for-
ward echelon of t h e  staff a& of a l l  the combat and serv iae  elements 
which can be a i r  transported t o  the  landing zono i n  face of h o s t i l e  
r ~ s i s t a n c e .  The seoond would be the ground echelon. This 
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would have no s e t  organization and would cons is t  of t he  hen? 
armament, equipment, and motor t r anspc r t e t ion  and tha t  por t ion  of 
t h e  s ta f f  and serv ice  elements which cannot, u-ith prcsent air 
car r iage ,  be lsnded v i t h  the f i g h t i n g  force  by parachute o r  
g l ide r .  

42.  Recommendation as t o  t h e  Crganizaticn of the Now Airborne 
Division. I t  i s  recommended, on tho  bas is  of the  requirements s e t  
f o r t h  above, and i n  accordance wi th  the thought of some of tho 
most oxperisnced airborne and ground commanders (see Appendix 31, 
t h a t  the airborne d iv i s ion  be givcn t he  same tablc of  o rganiza t ion  
as  has tho standard in fan t ry  d i v i s i o n ,  with ccr ta in  sugmcntations. 
I t  i s  fur thor  rccomrnondudr 

That t he  hoadquartcrs and u n i t s  within th6 new organi- 
za t ion  have the same composition and purpose as  i n  the in fan t ry  
division. 

The6 personnel making up t h e  new un i t  be se lec ted  volun- 
t e e r s  spec ia l ly  t ra ined  i n  parachute jumping and glidihg. 

That no un i t  be designated g l ider  or parachute but tkt 
both g l ider  and parnchute be employed i n  a11 orgmiza t ions , the  
one f o r  beilvyweapons and equipment and the other f o r  ind iv idua ls .  

That augmentationa, RS f a r  as organization is concerned, 
includet 

The a i r  advisers and air-ground l i a i s o n  o f l i c e r s  
now i n  t h e  p re sen t  airborne d iv is ion  (Table of 
Organization and Equipment 71-1, dated 16 Decein-
bar 1944). 

A small group of e n l i s t e d  ne r i a l  phototopofriphers 
i n  the  G-2 Section. 

Three su rg ica l  teams in  the medical ba t ta l ion .  

The pnrichute maintenance compiny novs i n  the air-
borne d iv is ion  (Table of Orginization and Equip- 
ment 71-27-T, 16 Docember 1 9 4 . )  

A pathfinder kompany. 

EQUIPMENT OF THE NRBDRNE DIVISICN. 

4.3. Conclusions cis t o  Equipnent. A study of operations re- 
po r t s  ind ica tes  tha t  t he  equipment of t he  present a i rborne  d iv i -  
s ion  has not,  i n  combat, proved s u f f i c i e n t  e i the r  i n  amount o r  
potency t o  permit it t o  f i g h t  unsupported even f o r  a shor t  time 
a f t e r  the airborne phase of an operation.8 Its biggest  we&ness 
mas i ts  lack  o f  powerful enough a r t i l l e r y ,  anti-tank @XIS,engi-
neer equipment, communications equipment, and o f  s u f f i c i e n t  motor 
t ranspor ta t ion  (see cha r t  on page 9 supra),  Since ordnance w d  
tkansport  of su f f i c i en t  power and i n  adequate number a r e  organic 
t o  the standard d iv is ion  tb i ch  has t h e  same t a c t i c a l  problems it 
may be log ica l ly  concluded t h a t  t h e  new airborne d iv i s ion  should 
have the same t ab le  of equipment as has the  infan t ry  d%vis i  n. 



4.4. Conclusions as t o  Added Equipment. Since i t s  mode of 
e n t r y  i n t o  combat is s o  d i f f e r e n t  from thn.t of the  standard d iv i -  
s ion  c e r t a i n  supplemental equipment i s  necessary. T h e m  requi red
items cons is t ,  i n  tho  min, o f  l i g h t ,  new, powerful weapons which 
may be dropped by parachute o r  crash 1-aded i n  light g l i d e r s  f o r  
use i n  the i n i t i a l  s t a g e  of a i rborne operations as  s u b s t i t u t e s  
f o r  the stand.ard medium 2nd l i g h t  n r t i l l e r y  and an t i - tank  guns 
before the  heavier equipment can be flown or gl ided in .  It i s  
the conclusion of t h e  General Board, a f t &  due d e l i b e r a t i o n  and 
a s tudy of the statements made by experienced leaders  - p a r t i c u l a r -
l y  of the d e t i i l e d  r e p o r t  from the  Comxanding Gsnsral of t h e  l O l s t  
Airborne Division ( see  Appendix 8) - t h a t  f o r  every s tandwd p i e c e  
of ordnance i n  the i i r b o r n e  d i v i s i o n  there  should be a l i g h t  weight 
p iece  of general ly  corresponding purpose f o r  use i n  comb$c before  
t h e  heavy pieces  can b e  brought up. It i s  f u r t h e r  concluded bF t h o  
Generd  Board t h a t  o ther  addi t ions t o  the standard t a b l e  of equip-
ment must include ex t ra  small arms f o r  o i r x h u t i s t s ,  l i g h t  engineer  
equipment f o r  i n i t i a l  landings, addi t iona l  communicntion equipment 
t o  cover heavy noma1 combat losscs,  parachutes and per ta in ing  
gear, ground issembly and pathf inder  equipment, and t h c  s p e c i a l  
c lothing rcquired by parachut is ts .6  

45. Recommendations as t o  Eauipment. Based on t h e  conclusions 
above it is recommended t h a t  t h e  f u t u r e  a i rborne d i v i s i c n  have t h e  
same equipment as the  standard i n f a n t r y  d iv is ion  with t h e  sxcept ions
and nddi t ions l i s t e d  below, 

a. Individual. 

(1) It is recommended t h a t  thb issue of s p e c i a l  
c lo th ing  t o  a i rborne t roops be continued. 

(2) It i s  reoomendcd t h a t  the  airborne s o l d i e r  be 
i ssued  laoe b o r t s  t h a t  f i t  snuply. The h c k l o s  
on combat boots occasional ly  g e t  ent,anglod i n  
t h e  suspension l i n e s  of t h e  pirachute  and they  
lack t k e  snugnosg needed f o r  ankle and , a c h  sup- 
p o r t  on landing, 

( 3 )  	It i s  rocommended t h c t  311 airborne t roops  be 
nuthorizod E p i s t o l  1s na sddi t iona l  trenpon. 
This gives each i n d i v i d u l  two weapons ai i th  
tho  p i s t o l  f o r  imfiedinto dofenso on landing. 

b. Tnfantry Weapons. f t  i s  recommended thclt, i n  2 d d i t i o n  
t o  the  o i s t o l  nentioned abcve. the automatic weapon f i r e  of t h e  
infan t ry  squad be increased bfr tho  addi t ion  of l i g h t  automatic  
weapons f o r  us0 on first landing i n  place of the normal hcsvy nuto- 
mntic weapons which w i l l  come i n  la$er (soe Appendix 8). 

c. Anti-tank Weapons. It is  recommnded t h a t  f o r  each 
standard a n t i - t a d  gun 0 75" r c c o i l l e s s  r i f l e  (o r  l a t e r  developed 
corresponding weapon such 2 s  t h e  3.5" rocket  launcher) be added 
t o  the t a b l e  of equipment of t h e  new uni t  f o r  use u n t i l  tho  h e w i e r  
standnrd model can be brought up (see Appendices 7, 8 and 9). Fur-
ther ,  it is recommended, t h a t  such r e c o i l l e s s  gun be incorpora ted  
i n  the d iv is ion  reconnaissance company and i n  the engineer  b a t t a l i o n .  



d. Ar t i l l eq .  It is recommended tha t  t he  d iv i s ion  
a r t i l l e r y  'hwe dual a r t i l l e r y  pieces,  i.e., l i g h t  weight weapons 
f o r  the airborne phzse of operation such as the 75m mountain gun 
o r  the 105" r eco i l l e s s  r i f l e  for l i g h t  and the 4.2" roco i l l c s s  
mortar f o r  mcdim a rk i l l c ry .  These would be replaced by t h e i r  
standard weapon vrhen t h e  ground follovr-up element& a r r i v e  (see 
Appendix 8). 

e. Engineer. It is rocommendsd t h a t  i n  addi t ion  t o  
the  standard engineer equipment the  ba t t a l ion  r e t a i n  its present  
o r  fu ture  developed airborne equipment such 3s the  l i g h t  bu l ldozer  
ami a i r  comprcssor.6 

f. Communication. 

I t  i$rocammended t h a t  the airborne d iv is ion  
be  au tho r iwd  a 25% increase of a l l  s i g n a l  
equipmcnt t o  cover normal losses  inc ident  t o  
an  airborno oporation.6 All equipment must be  
rugged and l i g h t  weight. 

It  is  fu r the r  recommended t h a t  radios be de-
veloped fer b e t t e r  Communication betvecn hoops 
on the  ground and a i r c r a f t  coining i n  with add-
i t i o n a l  troops and supplies,  and f o r  d iv i s ion  
t o  higher headquarters use. (The i d e a l  char- 
a c t e r i s t i c s  f o r  an inter-headquarters r a d i o  
a r e  a 4.00 mile range, capable bf being moilnted 
complete i n  a quarter-ton t r a i l e r  f o r  t rans-
por t ab i l i t y ,  and with t e n  d i a l  cont ro l led  
channels on one baamed ca r r i e r  wave f o r  ease 
i n  use.) 

g. Pathfinder,  It is rocemended that such pa thf inder  
equipment as s h i l l  be dovcloped from time t o  time be included i n  
the  new div is ion  (see Appendices 7 , 8  and 9). 

h. A i r  Force. It i s  recommended that  parachutes, 
harncsses, s e r i a l  de l ivery  containor t i e  down ropes and chains,  
and maintonancc equipmont bo includel ' in tho airborne d iv i s ion  
t ab le  of  equipment. 

i. Ground a s smbly  equipment is recommended t o  f a c i l i t a t e  
the  assembl of s uads latoons.  c z a n i e s .  and ba t t a l ions  by d a i  
Lnd by nigh:. Su2h eq;i;mant i s  needed immediately upon landing. 
Present a i d s  a re  infra-red equipmcnt, t he  IILost Chord", ( induct ion  
frequency transceiver and t ransmi t te r )  and tke  SGR 536 with d i r e c t o r  
antenna -(see Appendix 7). 

j .  Miscellaneous. It is recommended t h a t  streamlined 
b r i e f ing  a ids  such as photograph pro jec tors ,  sketching equipment, 
r e l i e f  map materials,  and char t  and map reproducers be included i n  
the  equipment of a l l  units and companies of the  airborne d iv is ion .  

46. Testing and Development. ' I t  i s  a l s o  recommended t h a t  the 
d i f f e ren t  acencies wi th in  the  Ground Forces f o r  t h e  t e s t i n g ,  develop- -
ing, and procuring of airborne equipment, be consolidated and t h a t  
the  c l c ses t  c rc rd ina t inn  between these agencies and t h e  A i r  Forces' 
research and development laborsbcr ies  e x i s t  (see Appendix 7). It 
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i s  fundsmntal tha t  t h e  Army Air Forces and airborne ground troops 
pool the i r  ideas, have a common approciation and understanding of 
t h e i r  mutual requirements, pool t h e i r  meqns and ar r ive  a t  a mutu-
a l l y  sa t i s fac tory  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e i r  requirements. It i s  i n  t h i s  
f i e l d  of t e s t  and development tha t  the greatest  po ten t i a l i t i e s  of 
airborne development l i e .  Par t icu lar ly  Is it t rue  tha t  %he ca r r i e r ,  
plane o r  glider,  should be built t o  accommodate the weapon o r  
equipment carried, & t h e  reverse. 

47.  e d Follow-up Element. The above conclusions and 
recommendations are based on the  f a c t  that the  heavy impedimenta 
wh$ch cannot be dropped o r  landed i n  gliders i n i t i a l l y  will be 
brought up l a t e r  i n  the ground follow-up element, (See statement 
of Commanding General, 82d Airborne Division in Chapter 2 supra.)
With th i s  ground element completely under the control o f  the  com- 
mander, the airborne d iv i s ion  can count on ge t t ing  the  support of 
i t s  standard a r t i l l e r y ,  with a minimum of delay and Xithout 
stripping other un i t s  G f  t h e i r  ordnance and transpcrtation. If 
present progress i n  carrier and glider design continues it i s  ex-
pected tha t  the ground €allow-up element ail1 in  the near fu tu re  
bocome par t  of  the a i r  echelon. 

TACTICAL EMPLOYMENT OF THE AIRBOFLNE DIVISION. 

48. Lonclusions as t o  Primary and Sacondary Roles. The Gen- 
e r a l  Board a f t e r  mature thought and consideration of the  opinion 
of senior commanders9 conoluses: 

a. That the primary r o l e  of the airborne d iv is ion  is: 

To  s e i ze ,  hold, or otherwise exploit  important 
t a c t i c a l  loca l j  t i e s  i n  conjunction With or pend-
ing t h e  a r r iva l  of other mi l i ta ry  or nwal forces.  

T o  a t t a c k  the  enemy rear  and assist i n  a break-
through or  landing. 

b. That any other r o l e  i s  secondary. (See l i s t  of m i s -
s ions i n  Paragraph 38 supra,)  

e. It should be noted t h a t  a f t e r  landing and being 
joined by i t s  ground follow-up element, the airborne d iv is ion  
car r ies  out the mission of a normal infantry division acting alone 
o r  as par t  of a corps, u n t i l  the  airbornc dkvision can be witJh-
drawn, 

49. Oanclusione and Re&o-rnendations as t o  Cuccnt  War De- 
partment Doctrine. a. The t a c t i c a l  doctrine fo r  the employmcnt 
of airborne forces as enunciated i n  liar Deiiartmont Circular 113, 
9 Octobor 1943, is  coneluded t o  be essent ia l ly  sound and compro- 1hensivc, The experienoe of many seasoned ba t t l o  leaders,  how- 
ever, indicates the necessity for  a change i n  the idea tha t  air-
borne troops must be  wi thdram or supported within throe days o f  
commitment, Genoral Maxwell D. Taylor, former 1 O h t  Airborno 
Division Commander, whose thought is representative, saysr ''This 
conception has proved n o t  va l id  i n  ba t t lo  experience i n  Europe. 
x x x x x The. d iv i s ion  was novor withdrawn quickly as it was 
always committed i n  a c r i t i c a l  s i tua t ion  which did not permit 
the r e l i e f  of combat troops regardless of previously announoed 
intentions." (See Appendix 8,) It is, therefore, proposed t h a t  
paragraph 3 d of the c i rou la r  he amended t o  read BS follows$ 
(words l ined out are t o  be omitted, words capitalized a r e  added.) 
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"Airborne troops should not bo onployed unlcss thcy can 
be 6 a p p ~ k e d .JOINED by &hez gmmd (er aqv& fsrese wW&n 
appltewiaate2y THEIR GROUND ELEElIENTS bITHl'h1 THREE TO FIXE lkree 
days, BP -&em & ~ E Ye m  be wi&kbaww.&w the& R$W?&Fl hen been 
aeeewg&sked. No f i r e  support, except from conbat av ia j ion ,  c i n  
be expected until contact i s  made with other forces.!! 

b. I n  the  sane connection, Pwagriph 995, Fie ld  Manual 
100-5, Fie ld  Service Regulations, 15 June 1944, quoted bclou, should 
be amended to read as follows: (words l i ned  out t o  be omitted, bards 
capi ta l ized  a re  added.) 

"As airborne W t s  are COMPOSED OF SELFCTED PERSONIWL, 
PARTICULARLY 'LRAINED FOR A HIGHLY SPECTALIZED MISSION, IT IS DCSIR-
ABLE THAT THEY BE WI?X ACTION AS SCCN AS PRACTICABLE ne& 
eFgttR&Bed- 6 ~eqM&gpeP et3 ee%&eaChey cshedd be emp2eyed 
e ~ &when &hey een be peaieved W % ~ & E Ie pePLeP e€  3 t e  
5 Qays. Timely r e l i e f  f a c i l i t o k s  reorganization and reequipping 
and ensures ear ly  m a i l a b i l i t y  f o r  fur ther  missions 

c. The Tactics and Technique of Airborne Troeps, F i e ld  
Mznual 31-30, 20 May 1942, is  outd i ted  by ac tua l  airborne operations. 
k study shows tha t  it fai ls  t o  make any d i s t inc t ion  between t w t i c a l  
aiS landed trocps, landing on unprepared ll-nding f i e l d s  and air  
lmded troops who land  on an n i r f i e l d  m.hic1 has been cleared of 
the enemy and i s  r e l a t i v e l y  free of h c s t i l e  f i r e .  During s i rborne  
ac t ions  i n  Europe, g l ide r  dements  ncver l inded on a prepnrsd 
landing f i e l d  snd i n  one instnnce (Tn"o1 oporation) g l i d e r  elements 
were landed i n  landing zones Lnt i ra ly  sepirTte from and indopendent 
o f  thc drop zones of' t he  parachute cltments. It is bclievod t h a t  
cognizance should bc taken i n  t h e  manual of these d i f f c rcn t  c-to- 
gories of air landed troops i n  view of experience i n  Europe. Fur-
ther ,  the  manual does not  touch on the  overa l l  t n c t i c a l  cnployncnt 
of t he  airborn6 d iv is ion  as such. The only reference nade t o  
echelons higher t h a n  tho  pnrnchute regiment is  t o  t a sk  fo rces  and 
dut ies  of task force conn'ulders o f  forces comprising parachute 
elements and a i r  landed olements. These discussions, the General 
Board concludes, do not  give n ole& pic ture  of the functioning or 
the employment of t h c  airborne d iv is ion  as R single ti:cticill unit. 
It is recommended t h a t  tho  manual be revised by appropriate igencies
of t he  War Depirtment. 
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SUl,llIuRY OF R E P L I E S  RhCEIVXD TO iAR DLPMW3PT T E T E B  REQUESTING 

O r 1 1  IOI!!S OF INDIVIDUAL O F P I C F A S  TO PULSTIONS ON AI;IBGWE, F@RCRS


IN TKF, UNITED STATES POST-\ RR PIILITARP ESTABLISFKLNT 


by Lt. Ccl. H. D. Ivey, G-3 Section, USFET 

1. Q-W-QgN:CONSTEZRITIG VlY AIRBORFE OP tRA 
CURRENT 1CLq, H h T  IN YO@" OPINION ?I&? BhEN THE,??I 
THG A I I E O R t  E TRCCPS, (A 1 T74CTiCAL (B) STEATCGIC (C) COKBINATI@N 
CP BOTH STRAT€GIC ANT T A C T l C G ?  

A I - S I ~ :  

i a  believe they were com2letely t a c t i c a l  
7 bel ieve  they were prac t ica l1  y a l l  t a c t i c a l  
10 bel ieve  they wore p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  t a c t i c a l ,  except f o r  

t he  existence of a s t r a t e g i c  i h r e a t  

25 TOTAL 

2 bel ievc  the pas t  operatioiis t o  be s t r a t s g i c  

28 f e l t  t he  opesations were evenly dlvided between t a c t i c a l  
and s t r a t eg ic  

4- riado envhssis t o  t h e  t a c t i c a l  phase bRing oredominant 

2 'I'OTdL 

-1 made no conmcnt 

GRAX'D TOTAL 

"U" 

111 


6 be l ieve  that  they would be complotely t a c t i c a l  
6 bclieve they would be prac Lica17y a13 t a c t i c a l  
6 believe they i;ould be pracf ioa l ly  all t a c t r c a l  but S t i l l  

cxercising a s t r a t e c i c  th rca t  

-18 TOTAL 

14 believe future ope*ations i rou ld  be cornpl e t e ly  s t r a t e g i c  
7 believe future operations would be prar Lically a l l  

t r a t eg ic  

21 TOTAL 

24 believe the r o l e  1 ould bc e v r d y  divided 
3 btalieve future opcrationa oulc! bc t s c t i ca l  aad strato:;ic1 

favoring the  t a c t i c a l  
6 believe future oporations would be t a c t i c a l  and s t r a t e g i c  

favoring the  s t r a t e g i c  

2 TCTriL 

1 made no conment 

G3Nu TOTAL 
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COMIVIT'iIT: Based on the  f ind ings  skovm to  the answcrs 
made t o  qu t s t i cn  1 above there is  no t  a uniform understanding of  

thc words t a c t i c a l  and St ra teg ic ,  t h e  above rep l ies  should be 

in te rpre ted  i n  the same manner. However, another misunderstand- 

ing  has a r i s en  i n  t h a t  many o f f i c w s  were talking i n  light of 

thc, post-war army of r e l a t ive ly  small strength and others were 

speaking of a fu ture  la rge-%ale  war. The growing omphasis on 

the s t r a t eg ic  i n  t h i s  question can be mainly i a i d  t o  the f a c t  

t h a t  most o f f icers  envisaged a small  poqt-war army 1 hich must 

be capable of moving great t i s t a n c e s  t o  mcet sudden a t tacks  

against  any partion o f  American controlied te r r i to ry .  


3 .  QUESYION; BASED ON UTL"'$WLRSTO B &WE \&AT IILkSOi'hBLE 
PROPORTION SHOULD BI, OBTBIb!!fD EETl EXN 5PhCI&IZED BIE3OQPI DIVI -
SI014S kND S "DARE IFFANTFLY DIVISIOnTS IF POST-VIAFi hiILITkRY 
ESTABLISBIFWT? 

AbTSVILR: O f  the  48 Lff i ce r s  giving de f in i t e  proportion 
as answers t o  'hi.; question, t h e  following breakdown can b t  given: 

Per centarrq -Number 

5% I 
7% 3 
8% 3 

10% 17;
11% 1 
13% 3 

1 

2 
3. 
1 

1 

3 
1 

1 

1 

2 


It should bo noticod tha t  t h c  percoiltags most h ieh ly  
nominated was ten and tha t  the avcragc vas thirteen. Sixtcor. 
o f f icers  d i d  n o t  believc that a f ixed  oerc t i tag t  should be 
given but the r a t i o  should bo determined by thc s ize ,  pos i t ion  
and type of  any poten t ia l  encmics of thc  U.S. Eight o f f i co r s  
believed t h a t  a l l  un i t s  should bc t ra ined  i n  airborne tcchnioua 
and the  percentago should be detcrmined on ly  a t  tho timc such 
un i t s  were committed i n  any p a r t i c u l a r  opcration. One o f f i ce r  
made no comment. 

--- Here again vcrc bas ica l ly  two vieiis i n  in t e r -  COMMENT: 
p re t ing  the  question. Those who were talking i n  terms of a fu tu re  
major war bolievc the  girccntage should be nearly ten pcroent, bu t  
thoso  who were thinking i n  terms o f  a post-war peace t ino  army ad- 
vised a higher pcrcsntago and i n  most cases specified a minimum, 
and almost a l l  tend t o  evphasize t h c  smallor the army, the  higher 
percentage of airborne t r o o p s  should be used. (Most a l l  cinphasized 
t h a t  a small: peace-time army nust hove superior rlobil i ty i n  order 
t o  bring suf f ic icn t  forco i n  any onc place i n  case of  an a t tack . )  
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4. QUESTION: RATEN SPECIFICALLY DESIGNATING AIRBORN?, 
DIVISIOPIS,  LGULD I T  BE PRACTICAL OR D L S I R A E i L ,  I N  A RELATIVF,LY 
MODEST REGULAR ARMY, TO ENVISAGL ALI D I V I S I O N S  TRAIhED IN AIRBGRNL 
TLC€NICUL: ARD GPLRATION? ICOTJLD SUCI' A BIB, EOLD IF SEE-ARATL 
~ S P l ~ C I L I Z ~UNITS MAINTAINED AS PKiidCIIUTE UNITS? 

3 believe t h a t  it would be des i rab le  but  no t  p r a c t i c a l  t o  
t r a i n  a l l  i n fan t ry  divisione i n  airborne technique and 
opera tiona 

1 believed it possible b u t  not des i rab le  
19 believed t h a t  i t  would be both p rac t i ca l  and des i r ab le  t o  

perform such t r a i n i n g  
50 believed i t  would no t  be p rac t i ca l  or des i rab le  t o  accom- 

p l i sh  t h i s  adjustment 

2;? GRAND TOTAL 

A l l  of f i ce r s  mho s t a t ed  t h a t  it Bas not  p rac t i ca l  o r  des i r ab le  
t o  t r a i n  standard infan t ry  d iv i s ions  a s  airborne d iv is ions  s t a t e d  
t h a t  i t  would not  a l t o r  t h e i r  opinion evcn i f  separa te  parachute 
u n i t s  wore maintainsd. A l l  o f f i c e r s  who belicvcd it vas both 
n r a c t i c a l  and des i rab le  t o  t r a i n  a l l  d iv is ions  a s  a i rborne  d iv i -  
s i o n s  s t a t ed  tha t  i t  was s t i l l  dosirablo t o  maintain s w c i a l i z e d  
parachuto units. 

-- As thc  question does not c l ea r ly  dofine what COMMLNT; 
c o n s i s t s  of airborne technique and operations, the above ansvrers 
mere calculated on the bas i s  t h a t  the question meant complete 
t r a i n i n g  i n  airbornc technique so  t h a t  any d iv is ion  S O  t r a ined  
could perform vorti  c a l  cnvr lopmmt and s t r a t e g i c  ac t ion  vrith t h e  
same cf f ic icncy  as the  prcsont airborno un i t s .  A high percentage 
of t he  o f f i ce r s  who beliovcd t h a t  i t  was not p r a c t i c a l  or dos i r -
a b l e  t o  t r a i n  a l l  divisions as airborne d iv is ions  s t a t e d  t k a t  
i t  vrould bo dosirable t o  t r a i n  a l l  in fan t ry  units t o  be a i r  t r ans -  
portable. 

Many limited such a recommendation t o  a i rp lancs ,  'Jhile o the r s  
went so  f a r  a s  to  include glidO1-5. They were not  th inking  i n  
trrms of vc r t i ca l  cnvrlopment and strat2gi.c a t tack ,  bu t  i n  terms 
o f  govcmont fo r  s t r a t x g i c  p r p o s e s  p r io r  t o  cmploymont as 
s tandard  Anfan% divisions.  Many bclitvod ths  f u t u r e  dovrlop- ____- -- IC--

mFn t i n  a i r c r a f t  would allovr f o r  a grca t  doal morc use of  a i r  
t r anspor t a t ion  whcn moving l a r g e  uni t s .  

5 .  OWSTION: L I F T  CUPACITI SEClULS TXOOPON WIAT k l ~ X I . 1 ~ ~ ~ 1  
CARRnIER G2GUlS BE A V A I i ~ I E I EFOR AIRBORNE PURPOSES, EXP3hSC I N  
TERMS OF UNITS TO BE I I F T Z D ?  

--- a ,  ti;ose ?fho undcrstood t?is ques t ion  t oAhS\l.LR: Of 
mean t h c  r a t i o  bctviecn t rocp  c a r r i e r  un i t s  and a i rborne  uni t s :  

2 ansvored on0 t r o o p  c a r r i e r  group pcr i n fan t ry  combat 
t€m 


5 answcrcd one troop c a r r i e r  group per  a i rborne  d iv i s ion  

4 answered one t roop  c a r r i e r  group pcr a i rbornc  i n f a n t r y  


regiment 

I11 TGTAL 
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b. O f  those who understood t h i s  question t o  
mean the  percentage of a i rborne  forces available t o  be car r ied  a t  
any one time: 

1 answered 30% 
5 
1 

answered 5Q 
answered 60% 

2 answered 75% 
4 ansvmred 100% 

-13 TOTAL 

c. Of those who undcrstood t h i s  question t o  
mean, what i s  the maximum numbor of un i t s  t o  be car r ied  a t  one 
time: 

17 answered 1 div is ion  
3 answered 1corps
9 answered 2 d iv is ions  
2 answered 3 div is ions  
1 answered 4 div is ions  
1 answorod 10 d iv is ions  
1 ansvvored 1regiment 
2 answcrcd 1 combat team 

I36 TOTAL 

-13 no comment 

5 GRLND TOTAL 

--- The above summarization has been broken down COhPlEN'I'i 
i n t o  three  categories t o  avoid d i f f i cu l ty  i n  the computation based 
on the d i f fe ren t  assumptions. In  the i r  discussions most  o f f i cc r s  
emphasized tho f a c t  t h a t  airbornc forces a t t a i n  t h e i r  g rca t c s t  
value through momments of l a r g e  numbcrs of  troops within a sho r t  
ih te rva l  of time. 

6. AIRBORNE 

ELEMENTS 

ImSfiER: 

2 bclieve airborne fo rces  should be undor command of  Army
A i r  Forces 

3c believe airborne fo rces  should ba a separate command 
under the  War Department, comprising a i r ,  ground and 
service olenonts 

33 believe airbornc forcos should be under the control of 
irmy Ground Forces 

r, no comment 

-- GRlJVD TOTAL73 

---COIIIMENT: Most of thc ansviers t o  t h i s  q u a t i o n  mcre based 
on the r e l a t ive  pos i t ion  of t he  of f icer  commenting t o  tho army a s  
a vrhole. I n  genmal a i r  fo rce  of f icers  tend t o  favor cont ro l  by 
krmy A i r  Forces. Off icers  of  airborne un i t s  favored a separa te  
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a i r b o r n e  commanci and o f f i c e r s  o f  standard ground fo rces  organi- 
z a t i o n s  favored cont ro l  through Amy Ground Force channels. I n  
t h e  d i scuss ions  of t h s  va r ious  of f icer ,3  l ead ing  up t o  t h e i r  dc-
c i s i o n s ,  a s t rong  need f o r  cooperation between a i r ,  ground and 
s e r v i c e  fo rces  was cmphasized. Many sugqested l i a i s o n  arrange- 
me-ts and technica l  channels i n  add i t ion  t o  rout ino comand 
channels ,  

7. QUESTION: LHAT AGENCY SHC'UIJ) BE MAINTAINLD FOR ESSTWTIAL 
WSEAFXH AND DEVELOPMLNT OF AIRBOWL TACTICS, TECEHIrIUF, AND LOC-
TRINE: UNDElR JVHAT COMMAND CHfilt?ITLS SHGUL3 I T  OPLRATES 

14 bel ieved  t h e  dcvelopment should be ca r r i ed  out  by t h e  
s t a f f  of t he  a i rbo rne  army o r  command es t ab l i shed  t o  
cont ro l  a i rborne  t roop  carr ior  and a t tached  t roops ,  
which would bc  under t k e  :Jar Departmen5 

4 bel icved  t h t  developmmcnt shoulcl be ca r r i ed  ou t  by the  
sec t ions  of tho  a r t s a n t  Gcnsral and Spocia l  Staff [of 
t he  bar  Department 

3 be l icvsd  the  devplopmcnt should be ca r r i ed  ou t  by t h e  

S t a f f  o f  Headrwarters Army Ground Forces 


45 b t l i t v e d  the  developmcht should be carried ou t  by an  a i r -  
borne board cen te r  or  J c i n t  A r m y  A i r  Force, Army Ground 
Force and A m y  Scrvics Forco nctncy and of thosc: 

12 thought t h e  board should bc assitnr,d t o  t h e  iunr 
Depar tmat  

23 thought t h t  boar8 should bF as6i-ncd t o  t h e  Army
Ground Forcaa 

9 thought t h e  board should be ass i sncd  t o  t h s  J o i n t  
Chi t f s  of S t a f f  

1. bcl ieved  the dcvclopmLnt should be assigned t o  t h c  In- 
f a n t r y  School 


6 gave no commcnt 


2 GRAND TOTAL 

--- Iicrc a;,ain most o f f i c c r s  favarcd an Grgani- CObflIERT: 
z a t i o n  which was fami l ia r  t o  t h e i r  cxperiancc i n  thc  army. I n  
general  al l  o f f i c c r s  b t l i c v e  Lh.?t cont inua l  r c s m r c h  i n  thc. estab-
l i shmen t  o f  a center of son:a k ind  sz i th  a g rmt  don1 of l i s i a o n  
and poo l ing  of t echnica l  k n o w l t d p  from all branches of t h c  ser-
v ice .  Some ovtn suggcsted chat tho Navy bc brougMin t o  add to 
add t o  t h e  scope of es tab l i shmrnt  f o r  t h c  duvalopnlent of a i -bo rne  
t a c t i c s ,  technique 2nd <.octrine. 

8. OUCSTIE: I N  V I D '  OF TEL FACT TFAT ~~IRBORI'EF@RCCS COAI-
PRIGh CIFhILNTS OF TET, AIRy GROLWD, i@G STJRVRVICEFORCLS, SFOULD 
1BERL BL INGLUIXD I N  TBI; WAR DF;PkK'I%!WT AN I?LIVISGRYS'IYPF GROUP 
TO ! G I C H  SHOUID BE RCTTLR,€JI dJ MiJOR I A T T & R S  OF POLICY, CRGANI-
ZATION, LQUIPNENT, TACTICS, ~ L TO x m o mMD U,CI U RLLATING 
FORCES? 
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41 c f f i c o r s  be l ieved  t h a t  such an advisory s t a f f  group 
should be e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  ?mDLpnrtmont 

10  c f f i c c r s  b t l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  s t a f f  group should bo estab-  
l i s h e d  a t  Headquarters Army Ground Forcos i n s t e a d  

2 o f f i c e r s  bel ieved t h a t  t h e  s t a f f  group should be a p a r t  
o f  J o i n t  Chicfs of S t a f f  

8 o f f i c e r s  recommended t h a t  a headquarters f o r  a i rborne  

forces ,  having a l l  e lcments  of a i r ,  ground and ser-

v i c e  should a c t  i n  an advisory  capaci ty  t o  tho War 

Dcpartment on such matters 


9 bcl inrnd  t h a t  t h o  rcsearch  center  o r  board would be suf - 

f i c i c n t  t o  porfcrm thc rcsearch  and bar Department 

advisory funct ions 


3 m2de no comment 

-- GRAND TOTAL73 

COMbllEN'J: P r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  o f f i c e r s  agreed t h a t  an ad- 
v i s o r y  staff group should be e s t a b l i s h e d .  Thoro was some d i f f e r -  
cnce of opinion as can  be seen above a6 t o  t h s  p a r t i c u l a r  hesd- 
q u a r t e r s  i n  which it should func t ion .  The major difference of 
opinion vas based on whsthor or n o t  a separa te  a i rbornc command 
headquar te rs  would bo es tabl ished.  

-I 

9. QUFSTION: tG-IAT FACTORS ,E DEFMED OF OUTSTIINDING IM-
PORTAiWE IN RLTAINING OUR PRLSENT SUFbRRIORITY I N  THL iiIRBORITE FIELD? 

--msv,FA: 
7 o f f i c e r s  cmphasizod t h a t  s u p e r i o r i t y  i s  based upon a i r  


s u p c r i c r i t y  inc luding  a sup, r i o r  numbcr of  t r a n s p o r t  

plnnes


17 o f f i c c r s  cmphasized t h a t  b e t t e r  metcr ie l  both a i r  arid 
ground i s  t h e  reason 

7 o f f i c e r s  cmphosizud s u p e r i o r i t y  basod on the  f w t  t h a t  

an indcpendc>nt coinmand i f  l o f t  D o c  t o  develop would 

be the b a s i c  s t e p  t o  a t t a i n i n g  s u p e r i o r i t y  through 

other  means 


15 o f f i c c r s  cmphasizud t h a t  s u p c r j c r i t y  i s  bssed upon rc-
search i n  equipment and t h c  t a c t i c a l  Emploprnt  o f  
cquipmcnt

11 emphasized the  dcvclopmcnt o f  an indtpcndunt a i rborne  
doctr ine and. c s p r i t  is. t h e  bas ic  reason 


7 cmphasizod t h c  large parcentago of a i rbornc d i v i s i o n s  

5 emphasized the coopLration b e t w e n  a i r  and ground e l k  -


mcnts of  a i rborne  opera t ions  

2 emphasized t h e  supcrior  personnel  assigned t o  t h e  n i r -  


bornc and a i r  f o r c e  u n i t s  

2 mado no comment 


I73 TOTAL 

COlMMLNTr Tho Summarization o f  r b p l i o s  abovu i s  based on 
the  f a c t o r s  which cach o f f i c c r  scernod t o  cmphasize most. P r a c t i c d  1.y
all o f f i c e r s  enphasizcd two or  t h r e e  f a c t o r s .  Houcvcr, i n  order  
t o  g e t  a b c t t w  p i c t u r e  of thr t o t a l  eniphnsis place,  t h c  cnlcula-  
6 i c n  idas Fade i n  t h i s  mannor. 
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10. OLESTION: ANY OTHLR C O b W E ”  OF ii PERTIPENT CHARACTER? 

(1) Several o f f i c c r s  emphasized t h e  need f o r  l a r g e r ,  

mor0 self supporting i i rbo rnc  operations. 


( 2 )  Several o f f i c e r s  suggested t h a t  a l l  o f f i ce r s  of 
t h e  U. S. Army be indoct r ina ted  i n  t h e  methods and uses f o r  sir-
borno t r o o p s .  

( 3 )  One o f f i ce r  cmphasized the  need f o r  sncc ia l  t r a i n -  

i n g  f u r  s t a f f  o f f i ce r s  i n  tho b i rhc r  headquarters of thc airbornc 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and a gren ter  cooro‘inition be tmen a i r  and ground 

o f f i c c r s .  


( 4 )  Stvera l  o f f i ce r s  emphasized the  need for un i f i ed  

command f o r  airborne operations,  nhetbcr t h e  comrander be an a i r  

o r  a i r b o r n s  c f f i c c r  they einphasized was immaterial. 


(5) Another o f f i co r  emphasized t h a t  airborne t r a in ing  

must inc:ude both n ight  and dag oporations. 


( 6 )  Srvcral o f f i c c r s  ou t l ined  the need f o r  a i rborne  

u n i t s  t o  be ccnsidored c l i t c  troops.  


(7) A considcrablo number of o f f i c i r s  mcntioned tho  in-  
c roascd  e f f i c i e n c y  tha t  could be  gained by making all a i rbornc  
pcraonnol  pa rachu t i s t s  and r c s t r i c t i n g  g l ide r  t ranspor ta t ion  t o  
Equipment a lonc .  

( 8 )  Many o f f i c c r s  rocommended t h a t  airborne un i t s  be 
o rgan izcd  i n t o  an  airborne corps similar t o  t h e  establishment of 
t h o  armored force.  Tho similarity bc.tuveen Navy and Marine Corps 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  m d  tho a i rborne  u n i t s  and army re l a t ionsh ip  was 
mentioned by several  o f f i ce r s ,  and i n  their discussion thoy in-
cl udcd t h e  s i m i l ~ r i t y  betwcen Marino amphibious landings and air-
borne l and ings  i n  the  a s s a u l t s  upon beschhesds. 

( 9 )  Much discussion was given t o  the  dcvel opmcnt and 
i n c r o a s c  of resupply operations as a major fac tor  i n  increas ing  
t h c  o f f i c i e n c y  of  s t r a t e g i c  use of a i rbornc  units. 

(10) Soveral good discussions are  included on the t r a i n -
i n g  of o i rbo rne  un i t s  t o  f i ; h t  i n  t he  stand-ird i n f m t r y  r o l e  a f t e r  
t h c  phcsc o f  t he  i n i t i a l  a i rborne  shock 112s bocn compltted. Gne 
o f f i c o r  cmphasized tho i n a b i l i t y  of a i rborne  t rocps  t o  r f f i c i c n t l y  
use  automotive t ranspor ta t ion  and other equipmtnt which thcy 
acqu i red  whi le  f igh t ing  i n  thc role of standard in fan t ry  d iv is ions .  

(11) Gnc o f f i co r  bolievcd thc  solect2ion of supsrior por-
sonne l  f o r  a i rborne  and a i r  fo rce  u n i t s  vras not  ncccssary and 
t h a t  it ombarrassed snd loorercd the  e f f i c i ency  of a s tandwd 
i n f u n t r y  and other ground force units. 

(12) L suggestion was made tha t  t roop  c a r r i c r  planes be 
modified t o  include armor for  t h e  p i l o t  and co-p i lo t  i n  order t o  
roduce t h e  l o s s  of s i r c r a f t  i n  f l i g h t .  knother o f f i c c r  cnvisioned 
t h e  f u t u r e  bcachhead opcra t ions  ;o be e n t i r e l y  airborne. 



(13) Strong emphasis vc\s given by one of f i ce r  fo r  t b s  
necd of increased e f f ic iency  i n  s i g n a l  cor" icn t ion .  H c  bo-
l i e v e d  the devclopment i n  t h i s  f i e l d  would be the ens iLet  and 
most d i r e c t  met,hod o f  increas ing  c f f i c i eney  o f  airbornc u n i t s .  
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TABLEOF OPMI@IS AS Td FUTLEL iiIiiEJE?&ZI)IF'ISIIIN 

Tobul? ted  below i s  a consensus o f  o i i n i o n  of combzt-experkneed o f f i c e r s  of the European Theater o f  Operations.  
Answers were obta ined  from 2 questionnaire i s s u e d  by t h e  Army General S t a f f ,  th ree  ques t ionna i r e s  i s s u e d  by t h i s  Bcard and 
l e t t e r s  of va r ious  i n d i v i d u a l  o f f i c e r s .  One hundred 2nd t-wo o f f i c e r s  wcrs  cmvassed .  Rot e l l  o f f i c c r s  answered a l l  ques t -  
ions. The group 3f o f f i c e r s  i s  d iv ided  ,?lm.ost e v c n l ~between a i r b s r n e  and non-airboms officers. 

- . -.- - - - - .-__ - .-._ -_ -- -I _ _ _ _  
Senior  o f f icers  Junior o f f i c e r s  itI 


Scnior o f f i c e r s  i r i t t h  l i t t l e  or no C o l  2nd below all 
with  a i r b m e  a r b m e  expcr- r i t h  airhxne ex?xi--I 1 

Question i expe r i en ci ience i ence  sum2-
_.----- - - - .. - . . - - - .  

1. Shou3d t h e  a i rbo rne  1s a i d  yes 1 s a i d  YES 1said yes  75 officers 
S v i s i o n  be elfminxteed I n  35 said n3 25 miid no 12 s a i d  no Yes 7 
favor of s t a n d x d  inf?.&v 
d i v i s i o n s  t r a s p o r t e d  by air? z 

i i 
--_ ._____I - - __ .__7-
2. Could s t anda rd  d i v i -  8 said yes 

sions be used  for a i rbo rne  28 said no 
s p e r a t i o n s  if used i n  con- i 
j unc t ion  w i t h  p a r m h u t e  units \ 

tn eombat? ! 3  ! E  75 
- i  

* A l a rge  ma jo r i ty  o f  these o f f z c c r s  elso des i r ed  C,kc weapons and equicmmt of 
t t c  standard infantry divisicn. The minor i ty  .@de n3 coment. 



5. SVhat a d d i t i o n s  in 7 - more v e h i c l e s  3 - more v e h i c l e s  10 - more v e h i c l e s  20 - more v e h i c l e s  
e q u i p a t  are most d e s i r a b l e ?  3 - more comuni-

cat ion eruip-
ment 

10 - more comuni-
c a t i o n  e m i p  
ren t  

13 -more communi-
c a t i o n  equipmat 

equipent 

2 - n e a F n s  l e a d i n g  
t o  heavier f i r e  
paver 

chute  
1- improved para-

12 - areapons leading 
t o  heavier  fire 
porer 

range radios 

c l o t h i n g  

e m t p m at 

4 - l i g h t e r  longer 

4 - lighter t"armcr 

1- p a t h f i d e r  

17 - more f i r e  paver
4 - lighter longer 

range  radios 
4 - p t h f i n d e r  equip 

ment 
4 - light warm c l o t h  

i n g  
1- improved para-

chu te  

7. 'kt &arnges a r e  
d e s i r e d  i n  Air CTrps  ewipmment? 

8 - des ign  plane s 
and g l i d e r s  t o  
fit a i rbo rne  

~ 

3 - d e s i g n  pl .ncs  
and g l i d e r s  t o  
f i t  airborne 

1- amm planes  and 
g l i d e r s  

L l  - des ign  plants and 
g l iders  to f i t  
arirborne needs 

needs 
1- -wii;ered g l i d e r s  

needs 
1 - armor planes 

and g l i d e r s  
g l i d e r s  

2 - amor p lanes  and 

1- pcimred g l i d e r s  
4 
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8. &'hat are t h e  primary 

miss ions  of  a i r b o r n e  t roops?  

':&at are seoondaq mhsions? 


-__ -~ 
TACTICrL UISSIONS 

1. To seize,  ho ld  or otherwise exp lo i t  important 
t a c t i c a l  l o c a l i t i e s  i n  conjunct ion  wi th ,  o r  p a d -
ing  ti-e a r r i v a l  of, ot!-!-.er m i l i t a r y  o r  naval fo rces .  

2. To a t t a c k  the  enemy r e a r  and assist a break-
through o r  landing by t h e  main f o r c e .  

3 .  To block or d e l w  enemy re se rves  by capturing 
and hold5ng c r i t i c a l  t e r r a i n  fes-tures,  t he reby  
i s o l a t i n g  the M e d i a t e  bat tulef ie ld .  

4. To capture  enemy a i r f i e l d s .  

5. To ce?ture o r  d e s t m y  v i t a l  mew es+abI.ish-
m a t s ,  t he reby  p a r d p i n g  h i s  system of  comian8, 
conmunications and sugply. 

6. To create d ive r s ions .  

7. To assist in delaying a r e t r e a t i n g  enemy un-
til the main f o r c e s  can d e s t m y  b ~ m .  

8, To r e i n f o r c e  threatened o r  surrounded units. 

9.  To s e i z e  islands or a r e a s  ~ h i c h  a r e  not 
strawy h e l d  and h i c h  t h e  e n e q  c a m o t  easily 
r e in fo rce .  

10. To c r e a t e  confusion and d i so rde r  among +he 
h o s t i l e  militery and civil personnel,  

__-_ _____I.- ---.-.-..- -L--- I----_--_.-

i2G o f f i c e r s  said plii.aqr mission 

2 o f f i c e r s  s d d  seconday mission 
I


1 -
5 o f f i c e r s  s a i d  primary mission 
5 officers s a i d  secoariary missioni 

2 o f f i c e r s  s a i d  primary rcission 
4 o f f i c e r s  said s e c n n d a v  mission 

0 o f f i c e r s  s a i d  primary mission 
2 o f f i c e r s  said secondary mission 

1 z o f f i c e r s  s a i d  primary miasion 
1 8 o f f i c e r s  said secondary mission 


0 o f f i c e r s  said primary mission 
0 o f f i c e r s  s a d  secondary mission I 
1o f f i c e r  s a i d  primary mission1 
 1o f f i c e r  s a i d  secondary mission 

I 0 o f f i c e r s  s a i d  primary dssj.on

I 2 o f f i c e r s  sai3 secondsrymiss ion 

I

I 0 o f f i c e r s  said p r k a r y  mission' 5 o f f i c e r s  s a i d  secondary mission 

f 
0 o f f i c e r s  s a i d  p r i m r y  fission 
2 o f f i c e r s  said seffindary mission1 


i 

; 
t 

i 


1

1 

i 

I 


i 

j

1 


1

i 

i 


. 
f 
! 

i

1 

I

i 


g o t e  - 3 o f f i c e r s  s t a t e d  miss ions  as l i s t e d  i n  TC 113 s h d d  r e k n  unchanged.
o f f i c e r  suggested t h a t  aEy of  the a b w e  mj.ssims be added t o  o r  changed. 
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Trbulgtion of attachments mede i n  U o r l r l  WFr I1 to airborne units. 



Thc follovJing t a b u l a t i o n  shows attachments made t o  a i rborne  
d iv is ions  i n  somo of t h e i r  major act ions.  It p u r p o r t 8  t o  show 
t h a t ,  once committed t o  3 ground role, the a i r b c r n c  d i v i d o n  must 
then bc re inforccd ,  by ?ttachmcnts, t o  the s t r e n g t h  o f  tho i n f a n t r y  
d iv is ion .  

Operation "Husky", S i c i l y  

82 kirbornc Div is ion  

39 Regimental Combat Team 

26 F i e l d  llrtillery Battal ion 

34 F i o l d  A r t i l l e r y  Bat ta l ion 

62 Armored Field A r t i i l e r y  Bat ta l ion  

1B a t t a l i o n ,  77 F i c l d  i r t i l l e r y  


20 Enginocr B a t t a l i o n  ( C )  

83 Chemical B a t t a l i o n  (4.2" Mortar) 

Dttachmont, 56 Medical Battal ion 


Operation Normandy 

82 dirbornc Div is ion  

Troop B, 4 Gav Rcn Sqdn 1 JUIIC - 23 June 
87 Armd PA Bn 1J m e  - 8 Junc 

14 June - 8 July 
Co C ,  746 Tk Bn 1. June - 11June 
Co A, 746 Tk Bn 13 June - 21 June 
Co 6, 712 Tk Bn 1July - 8 July 
188 2ih Bn 1 2  J-0 - 8 July 
172 FL Bn 16 J w ~- 19 J ~ u  
Co C, 899 TD Bn 1June - 19 June 
Co A, 607 TD Bn 1 9  June - 4 J u l y  
801 TD Bn 30 June - 1 July 
803 TD Bn 1July - 8 July 
Co B, 87 Chom Mortar Bn 15 JWG- 21 JUG 
Co D, '86 Chem Mortar Bn 1 July - 4 July 
3809 QN Trk Go 
3810 QM Trk Go 
1P l a t ,  603 QM GR Coh 
1 Plat, 464 ilmb Co, 31 Med Gp
493 Col lec t ing  Go, 379 &Ped Bn 
374 C o l l e c t i n g  Go, 50 led Bn 
429 L i t t e r  Bearing Platoon 
591 C o l l c c t i n g  Company 

101 Girbornc D i v i s i o n  

Troop C, 4 Cav Squadron 
3807 &M Trk Co 

3808 QM Trk Co 

2 P l a t .  603 OM Co (GR)

f+91 Hed Coll -Co 


Armorsd F A  Bn 

TD B a t t a l i o n  


1 Coy Tank Bn __M 


Appendix NO 4 - 1 -



Operation fIDragoon'l, Southern FTance 

B r i t i s h  2 Para Brigade Group 

517 Para RCT 

509 Para Bn 

1En 551 Para Inf 

550 A/B Bn 

463 Para FA En 

602 Pack FA Bn 

442 Infail try Anti-Tank Co 

887 A/B Engr CO 

Co "AIt, 2 Cr,l Bn (4.2 l o r t a r )  

Go !ID", 83 C m l  Bn (4.2 Mortar)

512 A/B Sig Co 

676 Ned Col lec t ing  Co 


Operation '"Iarket", Holland 

82 Airborne Division 

Unit A, 50 F i e l d  Hoap 17  Sept -
666 QR4 Trk Co 19 Sopt -
1 Coldstroam Gde Armd Bn (Br) 19 SEpt - 22 Sept
5 Coldstream Gds Inf  Bn (Br) 19 Scpt - 22 Scpt  
2 I r i s h  Gds En (Br) 19 Sept - 22 Scpt 
Sherwood Rangers YEomanry (Br) 19 Sept - 10  oct 
Royals Rrccc En (Br) 19 Sept - 9 Oct 
Po l i sh  Prcht  Briga(1o 25 Scpt - 30 Sopt 
231 Brigade (Br) 30 SCpt - 1 @Et 
3 Gds Brigade (Br) 30 Sept, - 1 Oct 
5 Coldstream Gds I n f  Bn ( B r )  30 Sept - 10 Oct 
79 FA RGgt (Br) 30 Sept - 2 Oct 
304 AT Btry (Br) 30 Sept - 3 @ c t  
506 Prcht  Inf  1 Oct - 3 a c t  
502 Prcht  Inf 3 oc t  - Li Oct 
130 Inf  Brigade (Br) 5 Oct - 6 Oct 
2 Grtn Gds En ( B r )  6 Oct - 7 a c t  
13/18 hussars 1.0 Oct - 1 0  Nov 

Operation V a r s i t y " ,  Rhinoland 

17 Airborne Division 

1 Commando Brigade 

771 Tank Bn 

605 TD Bn (3" Towed with 5 5  DUKYf's) 

692 PA En (25 Pdr)  

367 nAk Ah' B n  

Co A, 3 C m l  Bn (Nltz)(4.2 Mort) 

One (1) AT Bty SP (17 Pdr) 

53 (K) Div Arty Gp (IsSupport f r o m  P How)

81 Fd Rogt

83 Fd Rogt 


~ 133 Fd Rcgt

17 A Ilk Regt 

25 LAA Regt 

77 Med R c g t  8 AGRA 

1 Bty 382 HAA Rcgt 
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URBOBNE DIVISION 

Inf P a r e  Bn - EIq & Hq Go., 3 Biflr Cos. 

fnf 01id.r Bn - Hq & Hq Go., 3 'Rifle C o s . ,  Hv WJ?U 00. 

FA Para Bn - Xq & Bq & 5.rv Z t r y . ,  3 How Btrirs ,  AA BP A!T Btry. 

FA Glider Bn - Hq Be Hq & Serv Btry, 2 Bow Btrirs.  

& Bn - Hg & Hq B t r y ,  3 AW B t r i e s ,  3 MU B t r l r a .  

Bn - Hq, Hq & Grrv. Co., 2 Para Coa. ,  1 Q l i d e r  h. 



Inf B i f l c  Bn - Hq & Hq go., 3 R i f l e  c o s . ,  ET Wpne Co. 
lo5 HOW En - Hq & Hq B t r y ,  3 H o w  Btriss,  Service Btry .
155 BOW Bn - Hq & Hq B t r y ,  3 How B t r i s s ,  Service Btry. 
%gr. Bn - Hq, Hq & SWV 0 0 ,  3 Combt  &gr Cos. 
Mid Bn - Hp & Hq Dit, 3 coll COB. ,  1 clr, co. 
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Let te r  o f  Generrl O m p r  J. Bradley t o  Commtlnding Gencrnl,  Unitod 

S t p t e s  F o r c e s ,  Europem Thc;lter, d f ted  25 July 1945. 

~ ip9end ixihmber 6 



1. I n  coq3liaace with L t r  FD, f i l e  AG 322 (26 June by) OB-S-
W S 8 ,  subject  ns ~bnve ,pnd 1 s t  In& pour he,-&qurr ters  dFited 6 JULY 
1945. co?ies of subject corrksgondence vere sent  t n  Zhird, Seventh 
end Ninth hrn ies  requesting the comonts of Corps ComFnders, 
GeneTF1 Off icers  who hem sorved with Firborne t r o o n s  i n  co%ibrt 
pnd such other  of f icers  6 6  those &mJr Connmders may celect .  

2. Tho ex:ressian of ogbions  on the s u b j e c t ,  AictFtea by
@enern10 .  H, Brodley just grior  to  his  de<mr tu re  from t h i s  theater ,  
we quoted i n  full PS i'ollours: 

" 1. In my opinion, the Trimary role o f  e i rborne  troops i n  
the operfitlons which hme jus t  been c o F l c t e d  hps been t o  n a S i s t  ,-h 
Fttrck on P strongly-hela enemy gosition, e s p o c i p l l y  one which i s  
behind pn obstrtcle, I n  r l l  cPses where r n  Firborne  oyerr t ion vis 
useci, end. also i n  those onerntions which were 91mneci but never 
executes, it wns f e l t  thpt the drog must be made ~t such n ylcce 
nnd c t  such p. rlistmce t h p t  the forces could be r e l i c v o d  by ground 
mtion within n recson:ble time. 'Phis condition o f  e r r l y  re l ie f  
w s  mgrle necesspry by the necessity for overlsnd supply lnnd t o  
su?>ly pnti-tinlc wec~ons which could h o t  be taken  i n  clirbarne. 

2. With the F l m o s t  comdete doninntian o f  the air seach-
ed i n  the l e t e r  s t c g e s  enct with the decrecse i n  h o s t i l e  mtl-nir-  
c r r f t  f i r e  ciusod by loss o f  the enemy's equi?ment, i f  might hove 
been yossible  t o  use en nirborpc o?er>tion c t  ~i distnnoa nnd 
fiupply it by p i r  without t o o  great loss i n  t roop-cnrr ior  u l ~ n o s .  
I do not bel ieve t h c t  P distFnt airborne o:>erPtion could hrve been 
su.nlied i n  the e m l y  "hpses of  the C W F i p .  

3. It mFy be th:,t with the develoamcnt o f  r e c o i l l e s s  
weq>ons, pn airborne onerrtion in the fu ture  m,-y be ~ b l ct o  defend 
i t s e l f  c g d n s t  rrmored Bttcoks without being r e i n f o r c e d  ovorlend 
by hervier a t i - t r n k  weopons, Hofcrever, i n  rny o-ocrction whore tbe 
outcono i s  not s o  P??prent o s  i t  w a s  in  the l a t e r  s tnges of our 
operrtion, I believe that  the conditions f o r  c i rborne  oTerrtions 
rill be about s t c t e d  above; thr t  i s ,  P t  o o i n t s  where the forces  
cm be rerched by ground action within a r e r s o n a b l e  t i m e .  

4. Xn my opinion, airborne o-serntions brck of  Utch Beach, 
where thero W P S  a w p t s r  hnzcrd  behind the b e w h ,  were essent inl  
f o r  the success of the Rttpck. I o l s o  f e e l  thaC hpd the &Rhino 
Rllver been defended strongly i t  w o u l a  hn-e bech h i g h l y  b d r o , b l e  
t o  use eirborne troops i n  the  Rssault crossing. 
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5 .  A l l  o f  these  onerrt ion8 ;re o f  p t m t i c r l  n z t w e ,  mcl 
I do n o t  sec  how my nirborne o?er;tion c rn  bo of  i s t r r g e t i c  
n r tu re ,  unless the  over-pll  s t rp t egy  is d i c t p t e t i  by the f p c t  t h c t  
song q le r r t i on  i s  fe;tsible with En p i rbprne  ove rp t ion  Fnd rrould no t  
be f e r s i b l e  without i t .  

6. I be l ievo  thp t  the  fu ture  primpry r o l e  of t he  Firborne 

troo2s r r i l l  be s i m i l r r  t o  the r o l o  ?lryed i n  this o?errt ion; t h r t  i s ,  

t o  apsietd i n  the ;.sst.ult of ?rcprred q o s i t i o n s ,  p w t i c u l ; r l y  where 

o 1Fn:iing h r s  t o  be n r h .  

, 7 .  With rcs?cc t  t o  37 ( 3 ) ,  1 Fm unrblc t o  g ive  m Fns'*'er. 
I t  is ny ol>inioh t h r t  t h e  ?ro?ortion betwean s w c i r l i z e d  ,?irborne 
d iv is ions  2nd s tondrrd  i n f r n t r y  d i v i s i o n s  would vFry with m y -  e s m -
ed s t rength  of i n f r n t r y  d iv i s ions  o r  the >ur:3ose for which such 
d iv is ions  r r e  maintrineti; t h r t  i s ,  f o r  tr .- ining 7 u m c s e s  o r  t o  meet 
r t h re r t .  

g. With c? r e l ? t ive ly  nodest r e y l r r  rrmy, i t  should be 
f e r s i b l e  t o  t r r i n  severyl o r  pll s tpndrrd  tyne div is ions  i n  f i r b o r n e  
technique, nrovided F cer tp in  nufiber of T o r r c h u t e  u n i t s  h r e r e  Pv&Ct-
b l e  t o  L e d  in  m y  a i rborne  o7errt ion.  

9. The noximum l i f t  cr7pcity of t r o o g  c r r r i e r  grou?s which 
should be Bqt cvvri lrble  for r i rbarne  o3e r ; t i ons  would dweod ent i re13  
u2on the s i z e  o f  t h e  a n y  ruthorized. I do n o t  f e e l  q u o l i f i e d ,  there-  
f o r e ,  t o  g ive  r n  ;.ns%rer to  JC. 

10. In p u l e r  t o  3d, e i rborne  elemeats should be  r? pert 
of  the  ground fo rces  rnd should be under the comnrnd o f  some ground 
force  h w d q w r  t er s. 

11. The answer t o  3e w i l l  deJend u?on whether c r  no t  we 
h m e  one r e s s r sch  and devclopaent rgency ,  o r  one fo r  e r ch  brpnch 
m d  arm. If we hcve one f o r  e;ch, I think we $ould hrve P sege rc t e  
developnent groui, f o r  oirborne t m t i c s ,  t e c h n i q u e  Fnd doc t r i n e ,  end 
t h t  i f  should beclosely Pssoc i r tea  with thp t  of t he  in iEn t ry ,  
since the  9 r h : r y  r o l u  of  Firborne t r o c ? s  i s  t o  func t ion  P S  m y  
other inf,ultry u n i t  c f t e r  they m e  lrniied. 

12.  The mswr t o  3f is deTendent u?on the  pos t -wr  orgm-
iz8tion of our n r t i o n r l  defense, &ndwhether we hrve s e w r r t e  s i r ,  
rimy, Fad ground d e x r t n e n t s ,  o r  whether t h e y  pre  heoded u? under 
one combined s t p f f .  

13. In  inswer t o  jp, t h e  r e t e n t i o n  of o u r p r a s o n t  s q e r i -
o r i t y  in  the Firborne f i e l d  woulfl demnd u->on oiir r b i l i t y  t o  con- 
t inue  with su?crior i l e n e s  2nd other equiynent i n  s u f f i c i o n t  
qusnt it i es. 'I 

FOB THE N I Y  GxiOUP Coi4~iA;Tm: 

J, II, BLOSS 
L t  C o l ,  AGD 
Bss t  a d j  Gen 
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THS G E J i i A L  BO&D 


United SCctos Forces, Europc:n TheRte r  


rinswer t o  14iF.jor General tJi. B. d idgswy 's  q u e s t i o n w i r e  by i 4 p j o r  

Oenercll Jrmss M. GFvin, Connmding Generp1, $26 A i r b o r n e  Divis ion.  

Appendix Xumber 7 



3c;r General Bidgray: 

I h w e  j u s t  leerned thFt you m e  lepving i n  the mnrnjng end I 
rm t he re fo re  -prepsring the m m e r s  t o  your ettached mamormdum of  
i4ey 16th .  I hme  taken the l i b e r t y  of d d i n g  sever:l items f o r  
fuither study. I fee1 thpt the gres tes t  s i n g l e  contributinn thr7t 
c m  be  made t o  our nEtionn1 defense i n  the rJostwpr y e x s  csn be  
mPde i n  the e i rbo rm f i e ld .  Intensive,  exh,-ust;ve study must b e  
conducsad i.Iith c visw t o  develontsg nev mems pnd methoris of ex-
y h i t i n ?  the  9pp.reetly l imitless -6otentiFls of  t h i s  -powerful arm. 

Sincerely,  

;“If j Gcr. L. 3 ,  kidgrr2y, 
Commpnding,

XVIII Cnrns (Airborne),  

AFT)109,W .  S. bimy. 




1%. 	 hlhrt a i rborne  f o r c e s  should be include& in our post-,rer m i l i -
t c r y  e s t  rbl ishment? 

B. 	 Row shou ld  they  be orgznized? 

Answer: The Fnswer t o  these questions is b:sed won the Dre- 
sumption t k r t  vrhat i s  desirea is: 

F i r s t ,  t h e  m i n i m  idea l  Pirborne force;  

Socon&, t h e t  mm!ower, a i r c r p f t ,  e tc .  w i l l  be r v r i l -
P b l e  within the nrovisions of the  Wrr Deprtment 's  
g o e t - w r  p l m s .  

dl 
 minimum O f  018 r i rborne d iv is ion  should be m,-i.it;ined ,-t w F r  

s t r e n g t h  i n  the  southers te rn  lportion of t h e  'Unitad StFtes ,  ;I& one 
a i r b o i n e  ci ivis ion F t  vrr s t rength  i n  the  southPrestern Q r r t  of the  
United Str tES.  I t  i s  imoortmt th;t these divis ions be kept F.t 
w u  s t r e n g t h  pnd re6d.y for  promot comnitment. The Prep i n  the 
southeps te rn  por t ion  o f  t h e  United St ; tes  i s  recormended for one 
d i v i s i o n  b2cFuse of the  1Prge numb+; o f  r v r i l r b l e  F i r f le lds ,  favor-
pble  meteoroLogicr1 t r6 in ing  condi t ions,  end l ikel ihood of commit- 
ment i n  it CF.ribbern-CentrE1 Rmericm sphere. O m  WSL r t rength
d i v i s i o n  i e  t h e  s m d l e s t  s i z e  u n i t  idith which cormrehenfive ;nd 
thorough % r e i n i n g  rnn devdlopment of r i rborne technique c;n be e m -
ducted,  This  d iv is ion  w i l l  be i d e p l l y  lot,-tad f o r  the execution 
o f  this mission. Both divis ions w i l l  be w e l l  loc,-ted to  provide 
p r r e n t  units for the tr:ining of the  r n n w l  quote  o f  c i v i l i - n s  
m d e  pv; i lnblc  t o  the Lrmy for one y e r r ' s  t r r in ing .  One smpr:te 
p r r i c h u t a  regiment should be s t ; t inned  i n  quch t n  Free t h z t  i t  
c m  provide  r n  immedi.-te l i g h t ,  sm,-ll, s t r i k i n g  force i n  the 
C e n t r i l  iimeric,n sphere. I bel ieve t h p t  hhis rcgiment shnula be 
s t c t i o n o d  i n  the C n n p l  Zone. Summrriziqg the ideEl size force  
v e  would h-ve two d iv is inns  in The United St:tos ,-nd one r e g i n a t  
i n  t h e  C m F l  Zone. In Fddition, i n  the P c c i f i c  Therter there 
should be m i i rborr ie  .livision s v a i l e b l e  for  prompt comnitmant 
mywhere i n  our suhere o f  Influence i n  t h e  urestern Prc i f ic ,  I t  
would p l s o  bo Frlviscble t o  hrve i senr rn te  or r rchute  re ;he? t  
s t r t i n n a d  i n  the  E : w i k n  I s l aas  :v?il?ble f o r  prompt reinforce-
ment i n  my threptcned ?re:, o r  prongt counterpt t rck in the evcnt 
o f  :n ,-tt;ck. The to te1  pirborne forces  recommendcd, therefore ,  
amount t o  t h e e  Firborne divis inns cnd tpro qeDrrPte p x x h u t e  
regiments. Over these forces  should be Pn s i rborne herdqu-r ters  
cmp;r ;ble  to  a corns h e d q u - r t e r s .  This herdqurr ters  should t?ke  
t h e  p l r ce  o f  tha  ptrborne commcnd. I t  ahould be chrrged 186th 
r t s a o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  the  r i rborne school, t h e  :irborne t e s t  rnd 
develonment c e n t e r ,  formulPtion md d i s s e n i w t i o n  o f  r i rborn6 
comb;t d o c t r i n e ,  mrintenrnce of P high s t r n d r r d  of r i rborne t r? in-  
ing i n  nll Pirborne u n i t s ,  the ccrryang out  of  the W a r  Deprrtment's 
alons i n  t r r i n i n g  c i v i l i r n  one-yecr inductees ,  md the formulption 
rnd keeping up-to-d,.te of the  W,-r Dep-rtment's plrns for the  
ooer: t i o n a l  comnitment o f  girborne troops, 

The Pirborne school should hrve t h e  miseior. of conducting 
cou1se8 of t r ; in ing  with ; viev  t o  qur l i fy ing  both prr ;chut is t  
cnd g l i r l e r i s t .  i~llincoming t roops should be given F thorough 
b a s i c  course (ppparoximctely six t o  e ight  ureeks) in p m c h u t e  
technique m d  g l i d e r  technique, Upon gr,-du?tion they w i l l  be 
dec1;red guFl i f ied  F i r  borne t roopers  by t h e  Commmdfint of  the  
Pirborne school :nd w i l l  then be q w l i f i e d  f o r  Fssimment $0 PD 
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Firborne unit. 

L A 1  r i rbo rne  troaDs should be qur l i f ied  p - r r  chl t is t  r i d  
g l i d e r i s t s .  It is r e - l i s ed  thc t  future o p e r c t i o n e l  requirements 
m y  mFkc i t  necesspry t o  discontinue th i s  p " m  during Pn em?-
Lmcy; howevor, rlui ing t he  interim, i t  would DFY d iv iaends  j n  
c f s e  of Fdminis t r r t ion ,  p r i d e  i n  orgenizr t ion ,  Fnd f r c i l i t y  In 
t r r i i i i ng  ?nrl commitment t o  hcvs rll troops uniformly t r a inen  with 
:11 Firborne mmns. 

c. 	 Under whrt commpnd chmnels should they opernte? 

b n ~ w e r :  i i irhorne commnd hcrdqu:rters should oper:te under 
.irmy Ground Forces,  dirborno d iv is ions  ;nd r e g i m e n t s  m q  be 
rss igned  t o  field r rnies  f o r  narmrl ground t r n i n i n g .  

D. 	 Should t h e  e n t i r e  personnel of the  F i rborne  divi8ic.n be prro-
c h u t i s t s ,  bu t  tr ; ined i? gl ider  technique t o o ?  

Lsnswer: Yes. 

E. 	 Should t h c  glide1 a i l o t  rempin in the Troop C F r r i e r  squrdron 
o r  be incorworfted in tha Firborne d i v i s i o n ?  If the  h t t e r ,  
shoil l r l  they  be or,mkeek ma t r r ined  is c t c c t i c r l  un i t  m d  

~ shov. id: th~ir  e t r eng th  he cbove t h i t  provihod i n  airborn? 
DivSsion T/O, Pecember LgQ? 

h s w e r :  G l i d e r  pilots shoul8. rempin i n  the Froon C r r r i e r  
Squrdron. They must b e  t rp ined  c s  F t;ctic,-l unit. The s t r eng th  
should be  p s  at present piovihed. In t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n ,  n i r b o r n e  
t r o o p s  likely to be emgloged C B  g l ide r  c o - p i l o t s  must be  given 
t r p i n i a g  in  l m d i n g  the  glider.  

F. 	 If n o t  r l r aady ,  should there be 9 si@e c o m n n d e r  under ahom 
both 'Iroo_o Cprzier rnd Firborne d iv i s ions  ;.nd s m d l e r  u n i t s  
oper F t e?  

ihswer: (1) During times of peace - Yes. 

(2) 	 Prepprptory t o  pn t  during cn ape r ; ? t ion  - Yss. 

G, 	 If t he  mswer t o  "Y" i s  P f f i r m t i v e ,  should the single com-
mrnrler be from the  p i r  or &round forces ,  o r  chosen  on his 
merit s , reg:rdl e s s?  

Answer: This s ing le  commmder should be c h o s e n  on his meri t s .  
I t  i s  r e a l f z e d  t h f t  t h i s  s ing le  problem m?y o f f e r  one o f  t h e  m o s t  
d i f r i c u l t  complexi t ies  t o  be solved i n  the s e t t i n f - up of F funct-
i o - i n g  Firborne commend. I believe it i s  i n p e r s t i v e  t h r t  P very 
c lose  F f f i l i r t i o n  b e  m i n t s i n e n  with the Army U!.T Falces nnd F 
& . r o d  der1 o f  the  r i rbo rne  commmnd s t ? f f  be officers o f  $he Army 
r4ir  Forces, r n d  t b r t  u l t imnte ly  be given e q u d  oppor tun i ty  t o  
comm&.ld the Firbnrne commmd 0s well n s  of f i ce r s  of the A r m y
Dt.0un.a Farces, 

J, 	 Should t h e r e  bq i 
s t a f f  goup t o  which should b e  re fer red  i-11mrjor mpttcrs 
o r  .oo6icy, o rgmizn t ion ,  t f c t i c s  end technique r e l r t i n g  t o  
Army Ground Forces? I f  so, where should i t  be - i n  the OPD, 



AGF, o r  where? 

An5‘fler: should be rn pirborqe s t r f f  section i n  opi). 
This s t P f f  sec t ion  should, i n  pddition t o  keeDiqg Pbrerst of Fir-
borne Oolicy, o rgrn izr t ion ,  t r c t i c s  technique, keep ;.brerst 
of the  offensive Po ten t i r l s  of the fo rce  2nd m:ke timely pnt ic i -  
p r t i on  of the need for i t s  incresse or  movement. ~n padition, i t  
should s t u b  the defense Pgoinst Rirborne forces rnd thzn develoa 
and disseminrte m o p e r  Fnti-eirborne technique. 

K .  Do You think the  present reserrch ;.nd development pro,g.-m i n  
troop P r r i e r  n i r c rn f t ,  both power rnd g l i d e r ,  err-chute equioment 

techniWe (both PerSOnnel cnd e-rgo t o  include the dropT1ng 

of h e r v  l o r d s )  end Pnthfirlder equipment ,-nd technique i s  souqd

Pnd coqrehens ive?  I f  no t ,  ? long  whrt l i n e s  do you it is 

vwk m d  how would you strengthen i t 7  


Answer: The present methods :re not sound. aeseerch ;nd de-
veloloment methods pre,  - t  present,  s c r t t e r e d  over too  gre;t in -‘re? 
nnd f requent ly  ineffective beccuse o f  iq?deciu;te me;ns or 1 - c k  of 
understanding of the  reel nceds o f  tha  tronps i n  the f i e ld .  $or 
ex;mple, the Prrpchute School cnit inues the  t e s t ing  rnd d e v e l o y ”  
of personTe1 psr rchutes  i n d  s n r l l  items o f  equi_onent such :S de-
mOlitiOnB ma s i & n r l  equipment Juml, contziners. The Airborne 
Comwnd continues the developmerlt o f  l c rge r  i t e n s  of cquipnent of 
more goner;vl aTu1icrtion a d  use such P S  1;rge drop contriners.  
t e n t s ,  pprments, c tc .  The reseirch ;nd dave1oy”t 1rbor:tories 
E t  Wright F i e ld  coTitinue the design md develo9nent o f  g l ide r s ,  
power : i r c r e f t  ,-ndthe meas  i n  these r i r c r e f t  f o r  n;vig:ting on& 
sccur r t e  d rog ing .  In pdditiorl t o  t h i s ,  some u n i t s  ir, the f i e l d ,  
p r r t i c u l p r l y  t h i s  division, haye eqended  ConsiderFble e f for t  i n  
the development of Prthfinder equioment. d l  of t h i s  t e s t  2nd 
devslopment should be ch rged t o  one heed P d  t h s t  should ba t h e  
Commmding Generrl of the Airborne Comrnd. I t  is fundment;.l 
t h r t  t he  lamy A i r  Force and eirborne ground troocs poo l  the i r  
i de r s ,  hnve r, comon ,?npeciPtion ;nd understanding of t b i r  m t u d  
requiroments, p o o l  t he i r  merns, En& p r I  ive F t  muturlly s r t i s f r c t o r y  
so lu t ion  t o  t h e i r  requirements, This w i l l  only be dnqe when ~ 1 1  
t e s t i n g  rind devclo.pment i s  under one hed .  In t h i s  cop-ection, i t  
i s  in  t h i s  f i e l d  of t e s t  ;nd aevelopmont t h - t  t he  Frer tes t  potenti-  
F l i t i e s  o f  ; irborne development l i e .  The impetus t h  t the neczss i ty  
o f  wrr hes givon t o  rese-rch rna developnrnt must n o t  be p r m i t t e d  
t o  vrene. Considering e;ch of the following items r s  8xFqles .  I 
Would l i k e  t o  mrkc thz followjng conmcnts reg-rding then: 

( P )  Pcothfinding: lie must never l o s e  s igh t  of the f cc t  t h r t  
the i n i t i p l  Firborne operFtions in m y  fu tu re  emergencg n;y, Fnd 
very l i k e l y  aili, be  conducton under cover of d:rkness becmse 
of the  l ike l ihood o f  hos t i l e  interception rnd t h s  g re r t  l ike l ihood 
O f  h o s t i l e  ack-rick being in  pos i t ion  t o  do dcoisive dmrgo to the 
r i rborne  s t r i k i n g  force. I t  i s  most i iuportmt,  therefore,  t h r t  
s tud ios  in pathfinding be continued m d  t he t  the present solutions 
not bL n c c q t e d  0 8  f i n r l .  O f  the th ree  items - r sd io  be;con, 
“Gn, tfpp111, the l e t t e r  shows the  East pronise  of developpant 

%is  must be furthercnd, i n  fret, hps Plrerdy been improved Upon.
t e s t ed  rind developsd under r e p l i s t i c  conditions,  but dl1 prob,?.blY

For th i s  rePSOn be m&-ikelp to ever provide the p rec i s ion  desired.  ’ the i n f r a e a  bercon, which gives pin-pOint RCCWFcY, should be 
ther t e s t ed ,  equipment r e d e s i p e d ,  t r c t i c s  pnd technique f o r  its 



e n 9 l o p e n t  developed. Closcly r s soc io t ed  t o  t h i s  problem i s  t h r t  
of ;round rssenbly Fnd drop cont ro l .  Mems must be developed t o  
coord inr te  the  drop between s e v e r d  n i r c r r f t  i n  f l i g h t ,  both dpy 
rnd night.  The g r e s e n t  method of sh i2 ing  i done l i g h t  o r  observing 
pmrchutes  of o ther  p l i n e s  i s  n o t  sp t i s f ac to ry .  Ilepns of com:iuni-
c i t i o n  must be  developed so th: t the juq mpsters 2nd p i l o t s  c m  
be kept i n  touch with erch o ther  rnd i decis ion  m d e  for -Fl te rn : te  
droo zones i f  this becomes necess,-ry. 

(b) Illfrared E q u i o n 9 :  The i n f r a r e d  bewon used t o  n id  pi-
l o t s  on the  f i n r l  run i n t o  t h s  dron zoqe cpn 2 l so  be used i n  ground 
rssombly. I t  should be fu r the r  t a s t e d  find developed. Trniizing i r _  
i t s  use must be undertpken. Snfrnred equisnent h r s  proven very 
v;lu>ble i n  c o n t r o l l i n g  gromd p:trols.  This Aivisinn hcs  used 
it on the Rhine Rivar  rnd founri  i t  invrl&-ble F S  P meins of communi- 
c r t i o n  r c ros s  t h a  r i v e r  t o  p t r o l s  ope r r t i ng  i n  h o s t i l e  t e r r i t o r y .  

( c )  "Lost chord": phis equipment shows g r e r t  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  
f o r  use in  con t ro l l i ng  p, t r o l s .  A l s o ,  i t  m y  o f fe r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  
P S  ;n pi& t o  ground psseably pnd con t ro l  imedi ; . t e ly  r f t e r  l fnd iqg .  
h r c h e r  t e s t i n g  rnd t l r i n i n g  must be  undcrt;.ken with t h i s  P S  soon 
F S  prictic:ble.  

(A) SC3 536 with Direc tor  h t e n w . :  %is equipnect hFs wpr-
e r t l y  prover. very s c t i s f r c t o r y  r"s rn  r i d  i n  ground rsqembljr. I t  
should be f u r t h e r  t e s t a d  rnd developed. Ea doubt n m y  othcr uses 
f o r  i t  will Fr i se .  

id rborne  VJmons!-_-
It i s  my be l i e f  t h r t  the 31-1 r i f l a  c rn  be improved upon r s  t h e  

p r i n r r y  r r m  o f  chi: individuurl p m r c h u t i s t .  I t  should b e  shoGtcr i n  
length  so t:?ri, i t  liould no t  be necess s ry  t o  c r r r y  i t  disrsscmblcd 
during d e x , n t .  it should PISO hFve ~n n u t o m t i c  f e p t u r e  f o r  use 
14 th  i m d r  u~glie?r c t c  of f l r e  on occi'sions when t h i s  becones 
necess ry. The tendency t o  mcluda  more nnd more BARS i n  p r r r chu te  
orgPniezcinns h ~ s? r i sen  becruse o f  t h e  ful l  epprec i r t i on  by every- 
bodx v i t h  combat experience o f  the  neea f o r  f i r e p o w r  of t h i s  type, 
The E&. hotrever, i s  most d i f f i c u l t  t o  j q with,  d t h o u g h  it i s  
dono. The occrs ions  when such greFt  firepower i s  noeded ? r e  very 
few, nnd with proper tr:ining t h e  ind iv i&ur l  so ld i e r  c i n  be t rugh t  
t o  conserve h i s  cnmunition end on ly  use  fu l l  ru tomt t ic  firepower 
when absolu te ly  necessrry.  The gront m r j o r i t y  of the  t i n e ,  r s ing le  
shot wemon s u f f i c e  f o r  rll h i s  requirements.  This singlo shotl b r i l l  

rrerpon shoul4 hFve t h e  AepanA;bility ;nd s t r i k m g  powr of the  9-1, 
bu t  not be PS long. hos t  _o:r,-chute f o r c e s  o f  the imrlrl ( B r i t i s h  
rnd German) hrve  designed ruwe ?on f o r  t h e i r  a i rborne  troops.  We 
should h7ve tha srmo thing; t he re  i s  P grep t  n$ed for i t .  

In  the  m t i t n n k  f i c l d  the sky i s  t h e  l i m i t  Rnd the  p o s s i b i l i -  
t i e s  o f  f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p "  of i nd iv idup l  nn t i t rnk  merns show gre:t 
promise, more now th -n  ever i n  t h e  p s t ,  The P m z e r f e u s t  type 
x.e?pon p l r ces  m y  i n d i v i d u d  p s r e c h u t i s t  on  reesonnbly g o o d  co*nb;lbrt 
tmms with i tt-nk. The P m z s r f a u s t  should ba designed t o  bo jumpcd
wizh the ind iv i au r l  m d  should b e  c r p - b l y  of p e a e t r n t l n g  the  -mor 
of  ,-ny tfnk. The G-on grongde should b e  f u r t h a r  developed. I t  
hrs proven one of t h e  ilost w l u r b l o  hind wearJons i n  t h i s  w-r rnd 
t h e  more co?b;t experience we hPve t h e  more p r p c t i c p l  uses f o r  i t  
w e  l o r r n .  I t ,  h o w v e r ,  de te r ior r . tes  find is n o t  ecsy to  cpr ry  
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srolmd. T'hQ composition "C" 4rles out ,  c r y s t - l l i z o s  Fnf i  becones 
very drnperous t o  hmdle. I nn r o t  yet  s r t i s f i e d  qfiith the bchpvior
o f  tho pronode under conkitions of cold such 7s we eqcperiznced i n  
the hrdennee. Off h-nd, i t  rrioulri rp7a;r F S  though 7 betcer coc- 
tp iqer  should be provided f o r  tb-e F e a r d o  t o  keel, i t  fron drying 
out, cnd i t  slionl4 be nossible t o  va-x tke s i z e s  or'  the STe-Fde 
by :d?.ing r4fiifioiiol Cnmpositini "C" ,  :t i s  irteraesl-ng tb r t  Bo3e 
mfmt,  y ;roonT h; $0 fouu.l It gosqi5le t o  rad e t ee l  frrglltcts t o  
tho [ renrde  t o  ; ad  to itfi effectivarlcrq - p l y s t  aerso?-ei  in bulla-
ings. t h i s  g r e w d r .  w s  orlginF11-. usc? i? cur serTiice by the -ir-
borne tronns r3.L i t  shoiild be further dare l rped  by tber:, 

In the fie?:' of -rowserved 1re:r;ons < r e - t  da;l c-17 yet ber-

dole,  T h e  5711- i-nLii,?n:z guv, -lthou,h lardi id yge'co:, i s  ; t  
p r e s i n t  out-uniit d I.y c r c r i p  wnpo11s. I3 ocLo9ies i >osi t inn  coa-
_o;.rt-bla t o  the .3'm :iw {bout one yerr -cu. I t  is r sniendid 
mrer'pon, very e f fec t ivd ,  but the dcveloorimt o f  t ke  t i n k  rnd SP 
by the enemy h;ve gr-:ntiy reduced i t s  cccib-t effedtiveness. The 
develoonent of a rn l i t - sk  pn t o  tcke tha n l r c e  of tha 571x3 g w  
mrg l i e  i n  tha f i r l i  of recoi l less  w,-Io?s, but t k e  57an mtiti?i 

i s  :r-durlly l n - j n g  i t s  n l r ce  pa  the b;ckboqe o f  our : I t i t i n k  
defcnse.  

The present  g l m i  ;nd 601%~nort;rs hrve prove. i-vrlurble.  
They iro splendirl #c;pons. wnuni t io?  f o r  these  nort-rs vi11 22-
icy$ be  P probleni f m  r i rbome troops, but o ther  t h m  providirg 
b e t t e r  mnn8 Of i?d tViduF1 :E- nlnision c r r r y i i g ,  oeikrps C d s  o r  
rm s in i t ion  truck cnnt rmers  r w d i l y  co iver t ib le  into c r r t s ,  there  
i s  r7 l i t t l e  t h r t  cr.1 be rime rbout this problem. The sj&r; of 
the 81mn n o r w r  mist bo so pltererl 7 s  t o  p e r n i t  q i & t  f i r i q g  Witk- 
out r eve i l i ng  i t s  loccticrl t o  rre:rb;r eneay p r t r o l s .  In tk i3  divi-  
s i o n  : si&t moclific-tioa recently :iiived :t by F mamba of o i e  
of our g l m  n o r t ~ rnlptoons ~ P Smove? vcry v-lu;bla. It  iTvdPes  
the us3 of r stFnd-rtl issue am11 IiLht t o  ?rovi.de - l ighted co l l i -  
mpter r t  night.  I t  i s  the n o s t  s - t l s f -c tory  solutio? we hpve seen 
t o  t h i s  problen 80 f r r ,  

imong our  f i e l d  - , t i l l e r y  ire;uo?s, the 75" Pic!: Eor4tzer 
h r s  proven t o  be c ron-rkcbly f i n z  7ircorne 'terpo? ;rlk h?:s given 

conbFt service,  ~ t ,,no dmbt,  c x  be inroved. U U ~ .  

Possibly the further fitucly m d  bevelipnent o f  r eco i l l e s s  w,^Dons 
ill g i v e  us r r t e q o a  th  t cm renlcca it. W h r t  i s  u * i t i c u l F r l y  

deeu-ed i s  grep ter  rrnge ;nd 1-rger  cclibro.  

I n d i v i d w l  Equipment: 

'The p e n t a s t  s i  & l o  inyoyemelt t h - t  c-n be n;da i n  the equip-
ment o f  tho individupl p- r rchut ig t  i s  F reassign o f  h i s  equinnent, 
includirlg the  _o-rpchuta hprness 80 F S  t o  s e r l l i t  i r  edi,:e r e l e - s e  
f r o r l  t h e  o;r-clyJta wken the trooner lpnds. , %he present quicic-rel*~se 
type pr rcchute  Aoos t h i s  when the  soldier is not %fezring k i s  conb;t 
equipnant, but l,$-oq lo-ded down with rnmnrtio-, ,  vierpaas, fid+.bngl 
i t  t rkes  9 long t i n a ,  -nd i t  i s  c r i t i cp l t l 7 , e  , for tho inai-vidui-1 
t o  e x t r i c r t e  himself fron h i s  chute hrrnass. This problen C:n be 
solved, I ?E sure ,  by ste-dy t e s t  rnrt dcvelopnent. It woUld  be t h e  
g r a c t e s t  sin51e contribution the t via could a rke  t o  the fi&tir.$ 
e f fec t iveness  of the  ind iv idwl  9rr:cliutist.  

,i s ~ ~ l l ,  chute should ba provided for &ide3ista.li&t-,rei&t 
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' k i s  d iv is ion  h r s  eqer icented  Mith the  use  o f  t h e  s t m d - r d  T-5 
reserve ,  used on i. very l ight-weight,  h;e-mp,da h n n e s s ,  SOnetll ing 
should be developed long these l i n e s ,  

-Ascellcncous: 

There r r o ,  i n  r.fid.ition, rimy snpll  r e q u i r e n e n t s  f o r  F i r b o r n e  
troogs th;t should be oxmined when t ix  p e r m i t s .  k c  exm@e, 'r's 

n e d  very b:dly r nerns o f  de tec t ing  h o s t i l s  p r t r o l s  rt n i g h t  o t h e r  
thrn visu.1 r i d s ,  such P S  r detec tor  bpsed upon t h e  h e r t  p r i n c i p l e .  
i i  piece  of equipaent, l i gh t  i n  v e i s h t ,  thpt co*i ld be u s e d  by r o d  
block9, QuTrds rnd out.posts t o  i a d i c r t e  th.e rp%onch o f  h o s t i l e  
T - t ro l s  should be developad f o r  our i n f - n t r y .  

Our he-dgerr cnd clotk.ing ' C P ~be iqJ roved  upon. The  14-1 bel-
net  i s  unrlocbtedly t1q.e best  in the  world, However, the k n i t  (2% 
worn with i t  c:n,*ot, becmse of i t s  u n s i g h t l y  pnge r r rnce ,  b e  "m 
?t ;ny other t i ne .  This neins t h - t  t he  so l r l i e r  k.rs no herdgepr 
wken he isn't werring his helmet. Nost o r j r n i z r t i o n s  f o r b i d  t h o  
rrs2ring of the  present grrrison type C-ps  becruse of t h e i r  Un-
s i g h t l y  rp->errmce, but even if they r re  vorn the37 o f i e r  l i t t l e  
pro tec t ion ,  p r r t i c u l s r l g  ia cola ve;tl?er. Parhrus  s o n e t h i n g  of 
the be re t  t m e  shou1.d ha develnoed €or  F i rbo rne  tyoaus ,  ,- hepdgeci-
t k r t  c;n be stufTed i n  the pocket rnd c c r r i e d  Awing  fiescent rna 
worn when r w y  f r o n  the  front l i n e s  vhen the  h e l n e t  is n o t  b e i n g  
vo  rn . 

The present conbct unifora h;s nroven q u i t e  s b t i s f i c t o r y ,  p r r -
t i c u l r r l y  i n  cold rwcthsr. I t  i s  f r r  too he;vy n grrnent t o  OX-

p e c t  ? so ln ie r  t o  w r r ,  however, i n  ? v:rm2r' c l i m t e ,  I t  i s  ~ n -
s igh t ly  i n  r p e p s m c e  despite i t s  u t i l i t y  v;lus. Further work 
crn be done towrds  >roviriin; r3. b e t t e r  rp?orrj.xg rnd more pr ;c t icF .L 
uniform f o r  i i rborns  troo?s. 

The 1;ce type boot b L sproven f r r  superior t o  t h e  buckle top  
type f a r  r i rbo rne  t roops ,  p r r t i c u l r r l y  f o r  p ~ r r c h u t i s t s .  

Bircr F f t : 

Both our power Fi rc r r f t  rnd ; l idere  c rn  be  p e r t l y  i c g r o v e d  
ugon, kicker cruising suead, s c l f - s e - l i n g  fuel trn 'as,  n r o t e c t i v e  

e n t ,  rrmor o ro tec t ioa  f o r  the a i l o t ,  e l e c t i v c  r rn id  rlocelerr-
t ion  i a  f l i p h t ,  n e  ~ 1 1fer- tures t h < t  deserve f u r t h e r  study :nrl 
rtevelo7nent. 

T r - i n i y :  

TLi s  subject i s  iqcluncd becruse  I b e l i e v e  i t  deserves s p e c i - i  
stuQr, d r b o r n e  t r o o o q  t o  be e i f o c t i v e  irl t h e i r  i n i t i p l  engpgcment, 
?nil they be ef fec t ive ,  r e q u i r e  specii-1 t r - i c i n g  mothode. Z x p g i -
. i r t ion ,  re*ltsn, h;zrrrls, :nA h-rd Dhys ic r l  work nhovld.  k e y n o t e  our 
ocpco t im t r ~ i n i q ~ .Somcthirlg sbo:llfi be &o?e t o  noso C l O 3 Q l y  pn-
p r o x i v t e  coiio;t conditions. 2 n d i o  c o n t r o l l e d  ground t r r t : e t e ,  
t.-r;ets t h r t  f i r e  b-ck, use of eqeny e q u i p l e n t  rnd aqeng toterpons 
fi-qing b r l l  ; ~ i ? i u n i t i o c- r11 deserve stU.ly .  nii'borne t r o o p s  c i n ~ o t  
r f f o r d  t o  c q e c t  t o  1ei-m their first lessons on t h e  b p t t l a  f i e l d .  
They mst h o w  t b m  1nelL bher? they  1 ~ 1 8On t he i r  f i rs t  bt t t l e  f i s l d .  
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HLLDQULRTLRS lOlST IJLPBC'R~EDIVISI@N 

Office of the Divisicn Commandsr 


APO 472 IT. S. &my 
10 August 19L92.5 

SUBJECT: 	 Recommendations f o r  Changes i n  Table o f  Organization 
and Equipment, Airborne Division, 

TO: 	 Commanding General, XVI Corps, 190 197,U. S. ;rl.my. 

1. I n  compliance with ET0 l e t t e r  6 Jq ly  45 and f i r s t  in- 
dorsement t o  same, Hesdquarters XVI Corps, dated 30 July 1945 
t h e  following recommendations a re  Elubmltted with respec t  t o  changes 
i n  organiza t ion  and equipmcnt of t he  Airborne Division. They a re  
the  result of  a comprehensive study made by a board of t h i s  Divi- 
s i o n  composed of corbat-experienced officers representing a13 arms 
and se rv ices  of an Xrborne Division, 

2. Basic Recommendation. The fiirbcrne Division should be 

organized exac t ly  the  same as  t h e  infantry d iv is ion  insofar  as 

t ab l e s  of organization and equipment are  concerned with the fo l -  

lowing var ia t ions :  


a. A11 personnel of the Air:,Qrne Division should meet 

t h e  stand.%ds s e t  for parachute troops and should 311 be t r a i n e d  

t o  en ter  combat by parachute, g l ider  and a i r  - transport .  


b. The tablea of equipment should bE d r a ~ n  t o  p s r n i t  the  
subotitut 'ion of  ce r t a in  items of l i g h t  equipment i n  3dvancc of an 
airborne operation when the s tmdard  items of the in fan t ry  d iv i s ion  
a r e  no t  a i r - t ranspor tab le .  

3, Discussion. 

a. The o r ig ina l  conception of an nirborne d iv is ion  was 
one small-enough and l i g h t  enough t o  be transported v i r t u a l l y  i n  
i t s  e n t i r e t y  by C-47 a i r c r a f t  m d  CG &I gliders.  Such a d iv is ion  
was t o  be  withdrawn quickly aftm commitment t o  ac t ion  by 3ir .  

b, This concsption has not proved v d i d  i n  b a t t l e  ex-
perience ?n Europe. Of t h e  four campaigns i n  vhich t h i s  Division 
has takcn p a r t ,  only two pere in i t i a t ed  by airborne entry i n t o  
a d i o n .  Of 192 days o f  combat only four  days (D and D plus 1 of 
the  Normandy and Holland opcrations) were foueht under conditio@ 
pf i s q l a t i s n  i n  what may be considered typical airborne combat. 
The remaining 188 days o f  b a t t l e  vcro fought exactly as any ground 
divivlsjon i n  s p i t e  of shortages i n  hoavy weapons and t ranspor t  re -  
Sulking from t h e  present def tc t ivc  organization of tho Division. 
The d iv i s ion  was never trithdrawn quickly as it vras dviays committed 
i n  a c r i t i c a l  s i t ua t ion  which d id  not permit thL r e l i e f  of combat 
troops regard less  of previously announced intentions.  

e. It wag o r l g i n d l y  thought tha t  an firborne d iv is ion  
would go i n t o  ac t ion  i n  one l a rge  % + l i f t ,  with only a small bas0 
echelon l e f t  behind, I n  p rac t i ce  it docs not vork out  t h i s  nay. 
The organization of the  d iv is ion  for  combfit hss alyjays consisted 
o f  a D-day parnchute and gl ider  l i f t  r e s t r i c t ed  i n  Size by the  
number of 	 a i r c r a f t  ava i lab le ,  Follow-up echclons have come i n  
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€!itherby a i r ,  by Water or ovsr lmd depending on the i m c d i a t e  
s i tua t ion*  The l a r g e s t  pcrcent of t h e  strength of the D i v i s i o n  
ever a i r b o r n e  i n  a s i n g l e  l i f t  was 47%i n  the Holland operation, 
The over land  and viator echelons have been u t i l i zed  t o  bring in 
heavy weapons, t ranspor ta t ion  and attachments nGcess3i-y fo r  susL 
t a i n e d  conbat. The obtaining o f  t h i s  additional heavy equipment 
has  a l v W s  been d i f f i c u l t  because of the doficicncics of exis t ing
tables of WiPment .  Only by begging and borrowing have aj.rbornc 
d i v i s i o n  commanders been ab le  t o  assemble anything l i k e  thc heavy 
equipment necessary f o r  sustained ground opbmtion. 

d. Experience has shown t h a t  it i s  not corrcct t o  assume 
t h a t  air l i f t s  t i i l l  be provided in proportion t o  airborne t roops  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a given operation. Indeed, the reverse is  t m c ,  The 
Bi rborns  t r o o p s  t o  be takcn i n  are r i g i d l y  conditioned by t h c  air-
c r a f t  ava i l ab le .  The d iv is ion  commindcr i s  assigned h i s  l i f t  i n  
p l a n e s  m d  g l i d e r s  and then must bu i ld  up a task force from his 
d i v i s i o n  nh ich  w i l l  f i t  t h i s  a i r  l i f t  and, a t  the s3mc time, s a t i s f y  
t h o  ground requirements of h i s  combat mission. 

e .  It fol:!ows, then t h a t  i f  the hirborne Division i s  t o  
be used  o r d i n a r i l y  as an Infant ry  division, the  basic organization 
of t h e  former should be the  same as the l a t t e r  rrith necessary 
v a r i a n t s  t o  permit t h e  occasional operations airborne. With the 
means o f  an  In fan t ry  d iv is ion  t o  draw on, t he  Lirborne commander 
can  always make up a s u i t a b l e  Airborne task  force,  As a i r c r a f t  
and  g l i d e r s  increase  i n  s i z e  and number, a standard in fan t ry  d i v i -  
s i o p  w i l l  approach t h e  i d e a l  of being air-transportable with the 
n e c e s s i t y  of subs t i t u t ions  of l i g h t  equipment tending t o  disappear. 

4. &iiiorne Personnn.  

I n  paragraph 2 2 it is  recommended tha t  a l l  personnel 
meet t h e  parachute standard and tha t  individuals be trained t o  
e n t e r  combat by parachute, g l ide r  and a i r  transport .  This recom- 
mendation is made t o  r p t a i n  t h e  superior combat qua l i t i e s  of Ar-
borne  t roops  and t o  provide grea te r  f l e x i b i l i t y  i n  the  employment 
of t h e  subord ina te  elements of the division. Bat t le  vrperience 
h a s  shown t h a t  parachute troops possess aggressiveness and i n i t i a -  
t ive i n  a supe r l a t ive  degree, These have been and should continue 
t o  be  t h e  outstanding cha rac t e r i s t i c s  of an airborne d iv is ion  Vhich 
f i n d s  i ts  missions i n  s i t ua t ions  of par t icu lar  hazard, The i nves t -
ment of  s e l e c t e d  personnel i s  de f in i t e ly  worthrhile t o  assure  t h e  
r e s u l t s  des i r ed  from t h e  commitment of airborne troops. 

a. 


b, Fwtl-ermore, experience has shown t h a t  parachute 
t r o o p s  can be used i n  more s i tua t ions  than g l idws .  &borne 
ope ra t ions  i n  Europe were e s sen t i a l ly  parachute with glidi-rs used 
t o  st iffen and re inforce  the parachute formation. NevWtheless, 
t h e  Airborne d iv i s ion  should be  ready t o  use gliders extensivsly 
under  favorable  conditions.  Thus, it becomes necessary 

d i v i s i o n  Wif0rmJ.y t r a ined  fo r  a l l  mans of a i r  transport  -
parachute ,  g l i d e r  and a i rp lane .  

5. Supalcmen&y Items of Airborne Eau&Qg&. The Sub- 
s t i t u t e  i t ems  of equipment recomnended in P a r a P P h  2 b abovE are 
comparatively few: 
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1 - 75" pack hmJitzer complete, for  each F h  piece, 
Infantry division. 

1 - 75" recoi l less  gun for each heavy AT gun, Infantry
division I 

1 l i g h t  NG CaL.30 f o r  each Hpvy Machine G u n .  
1 l i g h t  bulldozer R.2 f o r  each D-6 bulldozer. 
1 - 55 cu foot airborne set NG 1, (iiir compressor) TO+ 

for  t h e  standard compressor, Infantry Division. 

This short List i s  a l l  the substitution now considered 
necessary f o r  an  Airborne operation although the l i s t  must be re-
vised trhen now tables a r e  pI'ovided for the  Ihfantry division. 
This addi t ional  cquipment would be held i n  the hands of supply 
services and drawn by the airborne division when a specif ic  air* 
borhe opePation is' immincnt. 

$ 

6. &ii*,acFute Maintenance Coppanyr The preaent hirborne 
divisiod contains a parachute Maihtenance Company fof the packing 
and maintFnance of parachutes. IC is f e l t  t h a t  this organization 
sholfld not be organib i n  the Division but a feti such companies 
maietnincd for  attachment t o  Lifborne divisions or Airborne corps 
i f i  advance o f  opurations, Thil company would be charged with the 
psocurcment, s twage  end maintenadce of a31 A i r  Carp$ equipment 
and a l l  specinl  Airborno equipment such as Jdrborne demolition 
k i t s ,  machine gun containers, folding l i t t e r s, parachutists 
medical k i t s ,  assembly aids, parachute first a id  packets, etc. 

7, Pathfinders. Ltftho prf,scnt time, aathfindes teams G f  
spec ia l ly  t ra ined personnel t o  &op i n  advancc of an ;Airborne 
opcration and mark drop sonos and landing f i c l d s  are maintained 
i n  an iiirborne division. Before an Lirborno operation t b y  are 
l e n t  t o  tho Troop Carriar Commend from vhihom Lhsy reccivc spccial  
t ra ining.  t h e  navigation t o  t h t  objective arca is s t r i c t l y  an 
Lir Force responsibi l i ty  it i s  f e l t  t h a t  the  Troop Carr i t r  Comiand 
should provide the pathfinder pcrgonnol in the> fwhm?. 

8. @_n&;gV&o~. Thc rccommcndation hersin has t h ~great
merit of s i r . \p l ic i ty  i n  rl iminating R spccial  type of diTision. If 
i t  i s  accco.Lcd, tho Iiirborne 3 i v i s i o n  of the f u t u r e  w i l l  bc merely 
an :nfantry division with an additional a t t r ibu te ,  t l l E  a b i l i t y  to 
C ~ S Ser'+th thc. cneiny by a i r .  

M&XViIILL D,  TIJLCR) 
klaj or Gonirnl , USh, 
Commanding. 
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i insver t o  Benerpl Boi rd  questionnpire by B r i g d i e r  Genere1 S t u r r t  

Cu t l e r ,  Corvlrndicg Generd , l o l s t  iiirborne Division. 



QUESTIONNAIRE FOR COlULXDL?lS J R B C R N G  DIVISI@h!S 

1. Should tho airborne d iv is ion  be h l in imted  i n  favor of 

stsndard divisions transpcrtod by a i r ?  


NO. The personnel of Airborne Divisions havc denonstrated 
t h i i r  a b i l i t y  as suporior f igh t : r s  t o  standard divisions.  The f a c t  
of being volunteers and kno, ing  they t i i l l  be subjected t o  hszardous 
missions causcs the  individual t o  use more i n i t i a t i o c  i n  tho azcom- 
plishmknt of h i s  mission. iin "espr i t  de corps" found i n  s i rborne  
d iv i s ions  lends  i t s b l f  t o  a bi&hLr s ta te  of efficicncy. The morale 
cf' '6ct on th i  entmy i s  tilo fold,  f i r s t ,  the mere prrscncs of air-
borne t roops  i n  t h s  i2 fa te r  coiistitutcs a r ca l  t h r t a t  causing the  
tnemy t o  vithhold reserves; socond, thc actual employment of t h t  
t roops  de f in i t c ly  d i s r  ,pts t h t  cn;my as it is  impossiblc t o  dctcrmine 
the  s t r m g t h  mploycd, bihcre thcy will s t r ike  a f t a r  landing, m d  sub-
j o c t s  t h c  cncmy t o  losing lrlrgc forces 2nd str3tegi.c Tosit ions.  ;ir-
borne troops a rc  spLcialiard and tcchics1:y trained pcrL-it t ing them 
t o  makc b a t t l c  landings undcr idvcrsL canditions, asscmble a id  mr-
form 'a mission. It i s  not b d i c v L 2  practical  t o  t r a i n  stsndard 
d iv i s ions  t o  t h i s  dtgree due t o  thc  cxacnse, time and cfzor t ,  and 
thL requi rcd  f a c i l i t i e s  1,hich must bc midc availablc. Standsrd divi-  
sions however should rcccivc bas ic  training nhich u ould bc gdequate 
t o  perform an a i r  landing i i issicn eithcr by cargo a i r c r q f t  or g l iders .  

2. Could standird divisions ae used fo r  airborne operations 
( a s  f o r  smnhibious ooerv ions)  if used i n  conjunction viith pvacku te  
un i t s  i n  combat? 

a. For Itair lindirigtl operations - YLS, but for s t r i c t l y  
'lairbornelf t a c t i c q l  1,andings - no. It is  not bclieved p r a c t i c a l  t o  
Employ a i rborne  t r o o p s  of less thsn  8 division scale, thercbg, pro-
v id ing  a completc t ac t i ca l  2nd ndnin ls t r r t ivs  un i t .  Jlthough stnnd- 
8x1 d iv i s ions  could be used as 3ir landlng units,  it is  b t l i eved  
t h a t  b c t t t r  auccess coLild bc obtalncd by using s t r i c t l y  a i rborne  
troops f o r  a l l  phases, parachutc, glider, and a i r  landing opcra-
t i c n s  and whcro r(inforccmcnts grc nccdcd thoy should be airborne,  
Standsrd divisions would bc rcquircd to  a l t e r  t h e i r  org?nic cquip- 
mcnt nnd T/O organization t o  xcomplish an airborn€ mission vbich 
could cfs'cct t h e i r  Lfficicncy as a fighting unit .  

b. Wh7t msjor itrms of equipment should be i n  tach recom- 
mcndcd psrachutc uni t?  (Includc modification of prcsfnt cqttipm'-nt 
o r  subs t i t u t ion  o f  l i t c s t  typc rcapons.) 

Thc prosent T/E for major items of Lcuipmcnt i s  adcqxxato
during the  i n i t i i l  phiscs o f  an opuat ion .  If airborn2 ? iv is ions  
a r c  t o  be continued i n  prolongcd ground action aftcr landing (I&:.hich 
i s  cont ra ry  t o  c'octrinc 3s prcscribcd i n  r Dcpartmtnt W-ining 
Ci rcu lar  113, but vas done i n  tb i ,  iw), i s  rocomrmded that ad-
d i t i o n l l  organic transportation be ddcd  t o  thc prL.scnt T/C rk i ch  
would comc forward v i t h  the ground echelon as socn as joinsd by 



f r iendly forces. This would enable the division t o  operate mope 
e f f i c i e n t l y  f o r  a longer period. 

. . 

l h i g  situation would be elininate6 since it, i s  rego-

mended i n  the ansbrer t o  other questions that an airborne divis ion 

be organized i n  accordance with a standard poshwar division. 6160,
the 57” and 75mrll recoilless r i f l e s  should be added as organic t o  
the prachute  i d a n t r y  and a r t i l l e r y  units. The adoption of the1f2automatic carbine i n  lieu of the submachine guzl has been found 
t o  be a d e f i n i t e  advantage. 

e. t h a t  should be the primary and secondary tactical. 

roles  o f  such parachute units? 


This qwstion i s  answered under paragraph 3 b. 

d. What changes i n  current War Department doctrine on the 
employment o f  such parachute uni t s  should be made? 

This question is answered under paragraph 3 0. 

Should the airborne division ae generally conceived at3 ,
present be retained i n  the post-war military establishment? 

Yes, Airborne divisions have def ini te ly  proven t h e i r  
capabi l i t ies  and worth in t h i s  war, therefore it i s  not feasible  
t o  discontinue th i s  type unit thereby losing the benefit of the  ex-
perience o f  individuals i n  the continuance o f  furthar development 
and improvement of efficiency. In addition t o  mimaining an air-
borne div is ion ,  the personnel should be highly trained i n  a l l  phases 
i n  order t o  provide an adequate cadre for additional divisions when 
needed, Zn addition t o  their  military value i t  can be conceived 
where an airborne division could be used as a speedy means t o  quell 
c i v i l  disturbances, render assistance i n  case of a catastrophie, 
i.c. stmms, floods, f i res ,  e tc .  A l s o  i n  view of a general world 
wide unrest at present and which perha% will continue for  the next 
f e u  years during the Teriod of recbnversion following the War, the 
necessity might a r i s e  for the rapid occupation of a s t ra tegic  place 
u n t i l  addi t ional  reinforcemnts could arrive. Airborne troops could 
be used t o  accomplish this  mission immediately. Tho President of 
the United States  made a statement recently i n  which he emphasized 
tho necessi ty  for a navy, much a i r  power, and modern airborne armies 
as they were the threats  of tho future. 

a, Is  the  present tab le  of organization satisfactory for  
tho mission currently assigned the airborne division? I& If not, 
what changes should be made? (Composition and purgose o f  a l l  sub-
crdinato headquarters and units dom t o  include s e p r a t e  cmpanies, 
internal  companies, {and eoparats detachments) (Should there be 
more than  one type airborne regiment? No, If not, should it  be 
parachutc, g l ider ,  o r  a combination o f  the two?) 

The oost-wy! Airborne Division should be exactly the 
sade as a standard division as t o  tables of organization and table8 
o f  oquipmont with tho following additions: For a combat operat im 
t w o  (2 )  General Surgical F Q ~ s ,with fill eqkigment, be attached 
t o  each division; that two Officers par olatoon be provided i n  a l l  
in fan t ry  and engineer units; that  eaoh f i e l d  aPGillery bat ta l ion 
be authorized a t o t a l  of nine forward observer sections complete 
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with Tersonnel and equipment; that pathfinder personnel be not 
organic within the Airborne Division. 

A l l  perso-me1 o f  the division should  be trained, t o  
enter combat by parachute, glider, and a i r - t ranspor t ;  no dist inct ion 
should be rnade between glider and psrachute m l t s  o r  personnel; all 
personnel o f  the  divis ion should recaim eiAra gay f o r  hazardous 
duty a t  the r a t e  o f  $100.00 per officer and $50.00 per enl is ted 
nan per month; and that  al l  personnel be volunteers  who meet cer ta in  
rigorous physical standards. There should be only one type air-
borne regiment t ra ined i n  a l l  phases of a i rborne .  

b. Does your ezqerience indicate t E a t  the missions present- 
l y  assignod the  Airborne D i v i s i o n  (Par. 996 Wf lOG5, Sraining circu- 
lar 11-3, etc.) should remain unaltered o r  that they should be changed? -Yas. my? Actual missions accomplished i n  combat were i n  conformi- 
t y  with proscribed missions which proves they are t ac t ica l ly  sound, 

c. \&at do you consider t o  be the arirmry and secondary 
roles o f  the airborne divisicrn? Should any change be made i n  
current War Department dcctrine? 

Primary Elisgions-: 

(1) Seize, hold, or otherwise Qxploit important 
t a c t i c a l  local i t ies  in conjunct ion with o r  -pend-
ing the arrival of  other forces. 

( 2 )  Attack the enamy rear  and ass i s t  a break-
througk or landing by the main force. 

(3)  Block o r  delay enemy r e s e r v e s  by capturing 
and holding cr i t i ca l  t a r r a i n  features. 

(4) Delay a retreating enemy u n t i l  the main forces 
c&n overoake and destroy him. 

Secondary H i ssions- : 

(1) capture enemy a i r f i e l d s .  

(2)  Create diversions. 

( 3 )  Ileinforce threatened o r  snrrounaed units. 

(4)  S e i z e  islands or a reas  not  accossible t o  o thw 
ground forces. 

( 5 )  Capture o r  destroy vital emmy ins ta l la t ions ,  
thereby disrupting h i s  S y s t e m  o f  command, communi-
oation! and supply. 

( 6 )  As a constant threat by t h e i r  mere presence 
i n  the theater of operat ions thereby causing the 
enemy t o  disperse his fcrces over a vide area i n  
order t o  protect v i t a l  i n s t a l l a t i o n s .  

The doctrine should be changed as an.,lies t o  the du-
ration o f  a mission. As presently stated alrborno troops should 
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be re l ieved  i n  from three (3)  t o  f ive (5) days. Emer ience  has 
Proven t h a t  it was not possible for theatar com-mnders t o  replaco 
i n  airburne d iv i s ion  a f t e r  it has engaged in i t s  i n i t i a l  operation 
due t o  t h e  di:ficulty of diverting a r e l i e v i n g  f o r c e  through the  
usually crowded l ines  o f  communication ana supply. Airborne di- 
visions should be relieved. from an operation as soon a6 i t  i a  p rac t i -
cable. The airborne division must, t h e r e f o r e ,  be made self-sustoin-
ing  throughout i t s  i n i t i a l  operation and f o r  the pe r iod  o f  time 
which elapses while the ba t t le  by-passes the in i t ia l  pos i t ion  or 
u n t i l  adequate replacements can be made a v a i l a b l e .  

d. Is the oquipment provided by current IC/E f o r  the air-
borne d iv i s ion  satisfactory? &. If not what changes should be 
made? ( Inc lude  opinion as t o  the use of 4.2 chemica l  mortar, re-
co i l less  weaoons, ancl the l ike , )  (Statement of types  and number 
of vehicles e s s e n t i a l  t o  operation a f t e r  d i v i s i o n  has landed.) 

That the Airborne Dlvision be a u t h o r i z e d  t o  car ry  on 
i t s  P/X as supplementary equipment a 75mm pack howi tzer ,  complete, 
f o r  each f i e l d  a r t i l l e r y  piece; a 75m r e c o i l l e s s  gun f o r  each 
an t i tank  gun; a l igh t  machine gun, cal..30, f o r  each  heavy machine 
gun; a l i g h t  R-2 bulldozer for  each a 6  b u l l d o z e r ;  and a 55 cu f t  
d /B  Set N o  1, (Air comuressor) f o r  each s t a n d a r d  air compressor. 
A 25$ increase  i n  all signal equioment t o  be brough t  i n  by  parachute 
o r  g l ider  p r i o r  t o  an airborne operation. 

The 4.2 chemical mortar i s  not recommended f o r  air-
borne use due t o  the cxcessiw weight of the gwn and ammunition. 
The question a s  t o  types and numoer o f  v e h i c l e s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  oper-
a t i o n  after t h e  division has landed i s  rather d i f f i c u l t  t o  answer 
at t h i s  t imc. It i s  reco>mended that the  post-war airborne d iv i s ion  
b~ tho same as R standard division t h e r e f o r e  i t  is reasonably safe 
t o  assume t h a t  enough 4 ton trucks would be  on the T/E f o r  the  air-
borne phase. This assumption 1s based on the fact  that present 
g l ider  regiment, which i s  organized the same as a standard regiment, 
docs have adequate transportation for the a i r b o r n e  uhasc. The 
a r t i l l e r y  ba t t a l ions  would perhap  need a s u i t a b l e  prime mover capa- 
b l e  of boing transported by air i n  add i t ion  L o  the authorized organic 
t ranspor ta t ion .  

4, Can the  airborne division be mdo capable of sustained 
ac t ion  over a period o f  waoks without o t h e r  t h a n  airborne supply 
and support? 

IYes. 

The t a r r a i n  selected should lend itsulf t o  t h e  following: 

(I.) Provide adcquate LZ'S f o r  gliders s o  t h a t  adequate 
transportation and anti tank guns can be  landed. 

( 2 )  Provide natural  defens ive  p o s i t i o n s .  

(3)  paoi l i t i cs  available f o r  air evacuation o f  casu-
a l t i e s .  

(4)  Since a perimeter defense m u s t  bc es tab l i shed  
i t  would be preferable t o  use m o r e  than  ana division. 

(5)  Complete a i r  Super ior i ty  m a t  b e  maintained 24 
hours a day. 

- 4 -



(6) Weather forecasts must be favorable d u r i n g  t h i s  
period i n  order t o  assu,m resupply by  air. 

5. Should glider pi lots  be integral menbers of the a i r b o r n e  
division? psS. m y ?  Should assistant p i lo t s ,  who a r e  members of 
such divis ions,  be trained as a i d e r  pilots? 

The presolit system is  a large wastc of manpower whareas 
they could be effectively used i n  tho Airborne uni t s .  They are 
not a t  present trained adequately t o  fight i n  combat as a ?art o f  
a team, thoy have no Specific unit which assumes any respons j .b i l i ty
f o r  them, and the evacuation t o  their homo base makes it mora o r  
l o s s  an individual responsibility. If they a r e  an integral part 
of  the d iv is ion  assigned t o  companioa/batteries, thoy can r e c e i v e  
the necessary ground training and psrfsrm an assigned j a b  in  combat. 
An ass i s tan t  p i l o t  shquld definitely be a t ra ined  g l i d e r  p i l o t  and  
should ccme from the officers and iGOls o f  con_oanlcs/batteries. 

6. Additional Rdmarks. 

Duc t o  tho fact that troop carrying airslanes wero o n l y  
avai lable  in  limited nunbers and were used c;rtonsivoly for POL 
and other supply nf ground armies, the possible use o f  a i r b o r n e  
oporatians werc constantly weighhd i n  this  war aga ins t  t h e  l o s s  
o f  the lift ' for  the a i r  surpply of ground divisions. The r e e u l t  
waa that many airborne operations uhich night p r o f i t a b l y  have been  
yscd wcro cancellcd bocause the trnop carrying a i q l a n c s  were 
noedod at tho samo t imo  for the a i r  supply of ground d i v i s i o n s .  
Airborne divis ions must have their air vehiclos both  f o r  cont inuous 
t ra in ing  and f o r  airborne operations, and i t  is not considered 
pract icable  t o  us0 tho eame troop carrying a i rp lanes  f a r  the air 
sunply of ground troops and f o r  the training and a i r b o r n e  o p e r a t i o n s  
by airborne troops. Even the pilots of  these a i r p l a n e s ,  when 
engaged i n  air supply of ground troops, de te r iora te  r a p i d l y  from 
the i r  noma1 efficiency required f o r  airborne operat ions. The 
conclusion i s  therefore reached that it is  abSOht6ly necessary 
that  a i rborne division8 must have attached t o  them ( o r  t o  the air-
borne Cqrps or Amy) sufficient troop carrying a i r p l a n e s  for the i r  
exclusivu use. I t  i s  believed that, i f  troop c a r r y i n g  a i r p l a n e s  
a re  needed f o r  air supply o f  ground divisions, separa te  trogp 
carrying graups should be allocated t o  the grouna amiss f a r  th is  
purpose i n  the  same maniier that truck conpanies would be a l l o -
cated. 

FOR GEXGRAL C U T W  

/a /  	 NZD D, WOlW -
Colonel, & l e $  o f  S t a f f  
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General,  United S tp tes  Forces, Europern Thenter, dpted 28 July 
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a. 	 (1) With the ekceptlon of numerious snkll p a r t i e s  o f  
highly t r d n e d  Yersonnel ?*rechuted into Southern 
n m c e  9 r io r  t o  the lending t o  ass i s t  bnd lead 
res i s tmce  g o u 9 s  ,-ndNnquis, md  whose mission 
m r y  be considered as s t rp teg ic ,  Seventh Army
b s  hPd eqe r i ence  with only the  S i c i l i m  ?nd 
the Southel-n F r n c e  rirborne o3erations. In both 
these Ogerpticns, the firborne mission wcs 
p-lnnrily t e c t i c i l ,  m4, i t  i s  believed, the3 
the orimr-rjr mission o f  r irborne trooqs i n  the 
current W~LThrs been t r c t i c s l .  

(2) 	 I t  is believed tha t  the future yrinmy r o l e  of 
airborne troogs will be both s t r r t eg ic  and tpc t i -
CFd.. 

(3) 	 I t  i a  estimrted th? t  the  r p t i o  of one (1) s ? s c i d -
ized Airborne Division t o  ten (10) st,-ndPrd Tnf-
m t r y  Divisions i s  F rapsonrble nro?ortion fo r  
the n o s t  ~rr"rmil i t r ry  establishment. 

b. In P relptively modest &gular Army, i t  is.be1ieved 
t h s t  the Airborne Division should s t i l l  be win t r ined  in  order t h e t  
new techniques, ex2er'imentrl chmges in l '/O, end e r q l o p e n t  2s F 
div is ion  in umouvers mcy be c r r r i ed  aut for  the benefit of the 
&-my r s  P whole, Fni? to  Trovide P sound bcs is  f o r  furthar &evelo?-
ment of the p i rbo rne  mx, in the event o f  n fu ture  wr. On the 
other h a d ,  i t  is recommenden thz t  d l  divisions be trfined i n  
g l i d e r  borne end f i r  1:ading oyerztioas, ? r r t icu lpr ly  the 1: t t e r .  
Se>rrct e  yrrrchuts reginents m d  rerip1 re-suF?ly conamies should 
b e  meintpined. 

c. Sufficient troo? ccrrier g r o q s  t o  l i f t  P. aFxi-1 of 
th ree  airborne divisions should be  nninipined. This would insure 
th,-.t m oprn t iona  of two Aivision strength could be mounted, with 
m rrlequp.te reserve t o  mcinLein it. 

d. Airborne elemenfs should o?ert.te through A m y  Ground 
Force chcnnels, since they ?er forn  their conblb,-t nisaions on the 
ground, however, clnse l i e i s o n  with Amy A i r  Forces should be 
maint:ined i n  order thrt necessrry i tens o f  Air Corpg  suT->lyc m  
be r end i ly  ?rocwed ~ n di n  order t h r t  Airborne m?tTroog Crr r ie r  
u n i t s  ? r e  eo locrted es t o  p e m i t  combined trzining. 

e. 	 (1) An cirborne training center should be mpinteined
f o r  essent ia l  resepxch pnd develoanent o f  pirborne 
t r c t i c s ,  techniqua rnd doctrine,  su3ervised by R 

cr refu l ly  selected bozrd o f  expr iencen  of f icers .  

(2) 	 Under Army Ground Force ch:nnels, for  the reasons 
l i s t e d  in sub+o:rrgrqh d rbove, 
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f. Recommend ths t  pn  rdvisory s t a f f  goup  be inc luded  in 
the  W a r  Dmertment under the Chief o f  Stzff. nis edvisory stcLff 
group, urorking i n  c lose  l i a i son  with the Airborne 'Prdning  Center, 
could advise on all mjor matters of po l icy ,  orgnQizotion, equip-
ment, t c c t i c s , , md technique r e l a t i n g  to pirborne forces.  

g, The following f x t o r s  or0 deened of  outstending im-
3 o r t m c e  in r e t a in ing  our  super ior i ty  in t h e  eirborne f i e l d :  

, (1) 	 Continuous t r r i n i n g  of new Y e r a o n w l  i n  all phases
of airborne operztions. 

(2) 	 Development of be t t e r  n r v i g ~ t i o n r l  r ids ,  rnd t r r i n -
ing o f  using personnel. 

( 3 )  	 Develoyent of F i r c r r f t  nnd gliders cP?-ble of  
t rmscor t ing  more ;nd he rv ie r  m3gorting weP-Tons 
with m r i rporne  force. 

h. Xxperiences i n  Airborne operations,  mil i n  the en?loy- 
ment of Airborne u n i t s  i n  a ground r c l s  hrve  Srought out the folio-
ing: 

(11 	 A need ex i s t s  f o r  mora e f f i c i en t  sigw.1 e q u i p "  
t h m  the present  issue. For "?le, i n  the 
Southern France operrt ion,  the Airborne Task Torce 
WAS unf.ble t o  est:,blish ccmunication with t h e  
0onnm.d Ship f o r  m a y  hours, Amy headqurrters 
f irst  learned of the success of the  ozerc t ion  fron 
w on-the-sGot broedcnst by a B3C mnouncer. 

(2)  	 In g e n e r d ,  airborne d iv is ions  do n o t  h m d l e  
sujjporting end rt tpohea uni t s  rcs e f f i c i e n t l y  8 s  
do stPnttar8. infmtqr divisions.  A b e t t e r  g r c g r m  
of combined tr; ining is e s s e n t i d .  

(3) 	 Airborqe divisions ?.re oer t icu lpxly  1:cking i n  . 
knowledp of t h e  e f f i c i en t  use of motor trmqor-
tntion. In t h i s  r e q e c t  they ;re fa r  below the  
sttmdards of cvarags i n f w t r y  divisions. 

"A 
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(BPRic l t r  f r  b r  Dept, Wtsh, Do, Yile AC- 322 ,  dtfi 27 Jxne 45, 
Subj: "~irbornnarorces  in  the  United StptEs post-Wc~ N i l i t F r y  
I s t p b l i  shnent,  ") 

322. 	 1st W/Ind. 

H % D Q U U m S  US. STRATEGIC AIR FORCES EUROPE, bpo 633.  

TO: 	 Commmding General, United States Forces,  &rouean 7ker t e r(d,k9c # G 7 ,  U.S.  J3rlny. 

1. In  c o q l i e n c e  with 1st Indorsement t o  Itr, Yap! Deprrtneqt,
F i l e  AG 322, (26 June 451, OB-S-WDSS, Subject: "Airborne Porces 
in the Uni ted  St?.tes Post-War Mili tpry Estpblishnent",  27 June  45, 

comments o f  t he  follovin&-named of f icers  rssigned t o  t he  50th 

Troop C a r r i e r  Win,- ? r e  inclosed herewith: 


Brig .  Can. Ralph F. Steerley 
Brig.  Gea. Julipn M. Ch?pe l l  
Colonel William H. Pe rkh i l l  
C o l o n e l  2'. S. Henley 
L t .  c o l .  Chester C. B r i d p a n ,  Jr. 
L t ,  Gal. P m l  W. Stephens 

2. P .  This Hedquorters i s  continuing i t s  e f f o r t  t o  G b t d n  

the comments of other qua l i f ied  of f icers ,  


b. The following-nnaed of f icers  who hsve d e a a t e d  from 

t h i s  Thea te r  have had considerable experience with a i rborne  forces 

and it i s  be l fevad  that they ere well q w l i f i e d  t o  c o n "  on t h e  

subj cc t : 


h k  A B  P r e s  D,y Pres Locat ion-Bema -
pp1.11 L. V i l l i z n s ,  lfsj. Den., 01530 GO, IX TCG ~q xx TCC, gi<.i T O E  
Herald L. Clark, Brig. Gen., Unknovm GG, 52 TCWg Unknown 
Leonard J. Bzrrow,  Colonel, 0373798 CO, 349 TCGI, Hq 349 X %Y, PI R P O ~  
Chr r l e s  H. Young, Colonel, 0359798 m,439 TCCp ES 439 Tc $. PM m o ?  
Adriel  iT. Pllllienq, Colonel, 02PS77 C O ,  436 E G ?  Eq 436 TC %, PM TWOX 
Dcn&lld J. French, Colonel. 022422 CO, 43g TC@I Eq 43g TC Gp, PK XYPOE 

It i s  des i red  to enphnsizs the  f c c t  t h a t  t h e  indexed 3. 
conncnts m e  t h e  connents of individuFls and do not necessp r i ly  
re f lcc t  t h e  opinions of the  Heedquerters. 

The opinions of t h i s  Beodqwxters pre c,s follows (OrigineJ 
ques t ion  preceding  the opinion in  e:ch c?aa): 

4. 

(a) QT.E3STICIT: COiiSIDX3IiTG~WBofll\lEbpEBbIcIOWS OF !Dl3 
CURBDTZ WJI, k P ,  IY YOUR oPII?IO~;, U S  BEET l" PXbGGY OF 
AIkBONTE %%OOPS ( p )  TACTIC&, (b) bL%!d!mlCh X D  (c) C O P B I ^ ; ; l ~ I O ~ ~  
OF EOTR STiUTXGIC ASD TGTICAL?  

&TSkRR: Airborne t roons i n  t h i s  %eater were l i n i t -  
ed i n  emplaynent almost exclusively t o  P t a c t i c 2 1  role. They hcve 
been committed i n  support o f ,  md d n o s t  s i n u l t m e o u s l g  *tith, o the r  
ope ra t ions  such p s  bench 1snndinLs o r  e l and  of fens ive .  While t he  
cons tcn t  t h r e a t  o f  em?loynent o f  airborne t roops  forced  the  enemy 
t o  prepare defenses i n  deTth, snd t o  tpke other preceut ions ,  the 
s t r p t e k i c  inf luence  which might be infer red  w ~ so f  ro lc i t ive ly  
ninor s ign i f icmo 'e .  
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W S W :  The r o l e  of  eirborne troons o f  the fu tu re  
w i l l  undoubtedly be of e mre strategta nrture. Such enplognent 
b r i l l  be influence6 considerrbly by t t e  progressive developments 
which w i l l  be m;de i n  nirborne equi-oment, develo2nents Pnd 
pronulgption of Rirborne doctrine,  F.nd the r e s u l t m t  incrersed 
cpprec iz t ion  of t k e  p o t e n t i r l i t i e s  o f  f.irborne operctions by 
coinmrnders o f  the future.  

aJSK@i: The lprooer propxt ion  o f  syeciclized e.ir- 
borne d iv is ions  to  stmdatd i n f m t r y  divisions fippems to'be 8 
matter of ne t iona l  policy. The decision must De recched n f t e r  
n study Of requirements brsed on pn anclysis o f  the l ike ly  enenies 
the U.S .  >!illbe forced t o  en;;ge in  I^uture wprs. In other words, 
i t  is believed tha t  considerctions governing the org:mizc.ticn o f  
fu tu re  nirborne t r o o p s  should not be viewed i n  t e rns  o f  t h a i r  
p ropor t ionr te  re lp t ion  t o  other troocs but rather i n  t e r m  o f  the  
requirement for airborne u n i t s  i n  the >laming of my contemplated 
action. 

(a) QUXSTIOiJ: RATHER TlW S?F,GIFIC,LLY D~sIG:A~'D AIR-
BO..lTE DIVISIOJS, WWLD I T  BE PZAGTIOi8LZ OS DESIULIr; ET A 
IELATIVELY MODEST EEGULA?. 6 p N Y  TO EZVISAGE AtL DIVISIOlS TRAI'PS"J, 
IU k161iOiLl T2C:5i;TIQtYEt d D  OP&-UTIOJ?S~ VOKLD SUCR fIEW HOLD 
I? S ~ A k k ~ ~  b&I3IkIXED, =!ITS?S?.ZcIbLIUD %?I';s AS P&cmTB 

MTSVER: If it i s  En accepted princillle t k t  zir-
born0 units should be mpde up of sieci?lizerl  troc?s, i t  seem 
un l ike ly  thpt troops could be trcined t o  e p o o e r  level of shock- 
troop ef f ic iency  unless t h e i r  t r? in lng  i s  concentrrted d m o s t  
exclusively on m~t t e r s  deplink with Airborne eEloyment. 
Nn tu r r l l y ,  the t re in ing  (:nd comequent cv:ilcbili+q) o f  p.11ground 
t rooss  i n  sirborne ogerations would  be desir:ble but i t  1s f e l t  
thpt t h e  n r f c t i c i l  ConsiderPtions involve& ~ F Ymeelude such 
t r ; in ing .  It l m l a  seec t h e t  t roops ? r i m r i l y  trcined pna equip- 
ped fnr eirbcrne eqloynent couln pcquire consir?ercble r incsse  
i n  The technique of _ourely ground un l t s  where96 t h e  reverse would 
not nocess;ri ly mply. Every effort  should be =de, horrever, t o  
study t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  of givinb 011 trncas n rudi?entcVy course 
of t rP in ing  in nirborne technique. 

(e) QIBSTIOX: O I  WIiBl .JUI$RDILIFI CAPACITY WOULD 
ThOOP CAXJW GBCWS $3 AVAILABU POL AIZXBOBB P U ~ S E S I  
Pd3SSXJ I i3  TZ%*iS03 $PJ305TE UiTITS TO BE LIFTJXI? 

AiVSWZR: Since the developmenta of  t h i s  WT hrve 
ina i c s t ed  the  requisement f o r  greeter coacentration on the &UdY 
o f  airborne amployment, i t  would be d i f f i c u l t ,  i f  not im?ossible,  
t o  exmess  i n  m y  sor t  o f  concrete t e r m  the rslationshig between 
t roop  cprrier gro112s as  we .borr them todey end airborne u n i t s  PS 
now org,mized. It i s  f e l t ,  however, thFt our o v e r d l  vo l icy  should 
be d i r ec t ed  t o w r d  the s'iecific ,-1locption Fnd ndntenence of  S W -
f i c i e n t  a i r  l i f t  capable of dro?ping aiproxi?ately p$o f  t he  
n e t i o n ' s  pirborne force r t  m y  one time. 



WSWER: Krny o r  nost of t t e  b r s i c  f r c i l i t i e s  f o r  
resecrch m d  development of Firborne t echn ique  o r e  d r e o r b  In ex-
is tence  bu t ,  unfortun;tely, pre not s u f f i c i e n t l y  i l i t e g r r t e d  for 
nrxinuzi ro;liz&tion. As h-s been ~roveni n  t h o  r l e v e l o y " t  of 
other sixxi-l izod uni t s  rnd spec id ieed  equ i -xnen t  , t h e  most pro-
ductive exxrinerit;tior. rnd reconneadr.tions hpve c o n e  from the  
combrt or6cnizctions on the  f i e l d  of b c t t l e .  As P s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  
b r t t l e  conditions,  the closest  ep-oxiil- t ion could be nbt r inad  
through combct neneuvers of constituted units. Such u n i t s  would 
seeyi t o  be nore pro2erly develooed cnQ c o n t e i q o r p r y  rssenrch ex-
? l o i t e l  tiir.ou;h the ostrblishneqt o f  pn o v e r p l l  Airborne Connend. 
The Airborne ~ o n i m dshould ooer:tc d i r e c t l y  under t h e  C-ln-c, 
U.S. Air Forces ,  who, PS c" amber of the J o i n t  C h i e f s  of  S t r f f ,  
would be the lo,-icpl cne t o  direct  fu r the r  d e v e l o T n e n t ,  i n s t ruc t ion  
rad trpining. 

(h) Q,UdSTIOlJ: I iq  V16W 03' THX FACT %AT BIRBOSLSE FOXES 
CCW&ISE .ZLiDZ-H.E AIa, fXOUi?D G D  SXZVICE FOItCES, SHOULD 
TF&G BB IiJCLUD2D IB THX iQE DZPAitlbi231T AN ADVIS0;LY STAFF GitOUP 
TO \v?iICli SHOULD BE -3E8WhED ALL IAJOB iiiimEXS O F  POLICY, ORGAN-
IXATIO1;, EQJIPivXtI'I, TAGGIGS &D TEGmIQU3 IEZLATIMQ TO AIRBO&J 
FOBCES? IY SO, kkZ& SHOULD IT BE IiGLUDED? 
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b;s bedone one O f  inCrWSed i q o r t m c e .  It  is  not unrereonsble 
t o  be l i eve  thg t  time will exorc4se m even p e r t e r  influcncc on 
w r f p r e  to  cone. MFintsnrnce of our ?resent suFer ior i ty  i n  the 
r i rbo rne  f i e l d ,  therefore,  g ives  us  the dvontcge  of hpving on 
h m d  fnd  crqr.ble of i m e d i c t e  use, P force rrhich is q e r i o r  
both i n  t ro in ing  w d  equiment t o  t h r t  o f  Fny 3o ten t i e l  enemy. 
Airbome s u p r i o r i t y ,  hourever, nust be rnrlyzed in  terns o f  
qucntitFtiVe rnd quelit i . t ive fec tors  mly .  In order t o  re?-? the  
Fdvrnt-ges o f  t h i s  super ior i ty ,  i t  i s  zbbsolutely e s s e n t i d  t h z t  
we n;ke ourselves ceosble o f  u t i l i z i n g  th i s  s q e r i o r i t y  but  by 
nc in t r in ing  e s i n i l r r  pos t ion  i.1 711 other f i e l d s  of A i r  Force 
deve loyen t  pnd '3rorress, A ?owerLV Firborne force nf the f u t u r e  
nus t  n e c e s s w i l y  be doenbent  on  Fdequrte rteEns far  defending 
such p fo rce  o n  i t s  how b?ses  Fnd r l s o  dewnds on 9. CoZ'?rr&ble 
e sco r t  fo rce  t h r t  c rn  see i t  safe ly  t o  i t s  objective. Airborpe 
troogs pctuplly re2resent on ly  ono 77hrse n f  the miiti tu4inous 
fp.ctor which goes in to  the ndcin, of i brlrnced A i r  Force. 

JOW K. CAiTQii, 

Lieutenmt  Generd ,  a, 

C nnmndini;. 


1Inc l :  	 "Connents on Airborne Forces in  

t h e  U. S. Post-Wrr Mi l i t r ry  E s t r b l i s h e n t "  
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