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SUBJECT: FY12 Winter Safety Message and Risk Reduction Guidance

1. Purpose. To provide winter safety guidance to all Combined Arms Center (CAC)
and Fort Leavenworth organizations, leaders and personnel.

2. General. The winter holiday season is a joyful time of year for all of us. Many will
take the opportunity to visit family and friends, take time off from our daily routines and
enjoy well-earned leave. Everyone needs to pay special attention to mitigating
seasonal risks.

3. The leading cause of Soldier fatalities across the Army continues to be motorized
vehicle accidents. Already during the first two months of this fiscal year, there have
been 10 accidents resulting in Soldier fatalities. During the holidays, many of our CAC
personnel travel by automobile. Winter weather increases risk on our nation’s
highways. Weather conditions greatly affect a driver’s ability to control a vehicle. When
inclement weather is present, decrease your speed and increase your following
distance. Do not overextend yourselves when planning a road trip. Use good judgment
during time spent driving and take breaks. If traveling by vehicle out of the local area,
use the POV assessment tool, TRIPS, located at: htips://safety.army.mil and thoroughly
inspect your vehicle prior to departure.

4. During winter, there is also an increase in household fires. According to national
statistics, cooking is the top cause of holiday fires. Christmas trees and elecirical fires
are another risk. For information on how to reduce holiday home fires, visit
www.redcross.org/homefires.

5. Leaders should place special emphasis on risk management, conducting proper
training and preventing the loss of life from vehicle accidents, fires, suicide, or cold
weather. Evaluate the risks involved with all your holiday activities, especially those
involving alcohol. Consider your loved ones with every decision you make. Continue to
promote the Combat Readiness/Army Safety Center's website: hitps://safety.army.mil to
increase safety awareness and educate our Soldiers, Families and Civilians.
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6. Your involvement and leadership make a difference. | would like to take this
opportunity to wish each member of the CAC and Fort Leavenworth team a wonderful,

joyous, and peaceful holiday season.
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