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.;: Welcome"/ soldier-, to'.'the First. Battalion of t-hk^Zd- Inf-v antry. We. want,;you-t'o'know-that fr'pm no?; r»n yo'u kre one- of us.

-But -being one ;o"f us, you've get a big job ahead of you.- This
Battalipn has always been a top outfitB Right now it is-t.he
best Battalion in K«reaa Iy's up to you, ±t'('a up"'to all of us

■ to keep it that way* We r.we at least that much 'to -the men
• who went before us 'here ; ■••men who wrote long, bloody, glorious
paragraphs across'the pages of. American ' Historyi "': :.*7

' •. B.ack in. 19.4-3-"this ■ Battalion was. one of the first--as,here
in-the... bitter battle for the Aleutian Islands,' and apfc-arheaded
the. Allied assault On &v;a jelein.,", In .1944-. and' r45> through the
Battle of Levte and the- fierce assaults' on Okinawa- this Batta
lion „w a 3. always first, always victorious* 'The -First Battalion
was^the first "US 'unit into 'Korea after the war, and remained
here, on, occupation duty until..194.9, .when .the Severnt'h Division

- . w a s w i t h d r q w n t o J a p a n . • ' . . / ' • • •■ . - . . .

.• *.. -'In 1950,; -when, the North Korean invaders swarmed across
the 38th,. pushing the merger forces .of the United ' Nst ions into
the- -Pusan. peril meter-,- when- things looked the ' bla ckent, in • Sep
tember of 195Q,'"this Bgt.ta-l.ion-, wa s, 'par.t_* ',of the assault wave of
the 7th Infantry and 1st Marine Divisions slammed- ashtore at i" c

•I-nchon and bat te re-'' its way inland toward Seoul". If was the
""First .B.attalion who made the famous attack on South Mountain
-.-which.rQlea.red the" way for-the Ka-inea to enter the city. With

the enemy.in full rr'treat; the -Battalion was a'galn sent on an ■ -
end run, this time "Sanding at Iwon, in \'No¥t.h -Kdrea ;• ■ The First

•Battalion was given a special mission, attached to the 'Marines,
Of clearing the East Coast of the Chosin Reservoir. 0n the

"■ 28th. of November, while executing that mission, the! Battalion
was struck by. the full force of the invading" Chinese a-rmies.
■ Surrounded 'and' 'outnumbered, the First Battalion began one of
the epic battle a"-'of US* iMdlitar y- History as it'fought its way
south through swarms' tSf Chinese to' link up" tfditth the Marines.
Every-foot ^of the. way wg purchased' 'with bT'ood'and suffering,
the enemy a net the "intense/gold set .a high price. Led by out
Battalion Commander, Lt 'Col "Don C Faith, we ' plow&'d' through
enemy regimeiif-affer enemy regiment. Finallyj only one enemy r-
road block, stood "between-us. and the Marines-. Col Faith led
the. Battalioji out across' the- ice on the Chosin Reserv.oir, and
hit- the. enefivy. on Ms flank. Col. Faith was killed leading that

_ attack,' but h'is- b'rillia-nt maneuver., caught the enemy in a weak
•spot., and the Battalion Ibrqke,. out. of the deadly ri'n-f*-. a nd
Joined .the Marines 'in their push to Hungnam* • f % ■

' • ~ - - . ■ ■ > - . . . -
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Col Fai th 's leadersh ip ;and sacr ifice won h im the Cemgress ienal
Medal of Henor, and a permanent place in the memory of those
who serve here aftef him6

From Hungnam the-Battalion went to.-Pusan, and from there
back up the peninsula into the mountains of east Korea to mop
up the remnants of the North Korean Army, In the summer of
1951, the Bat ta l ion par t ic ipated in the Kwachon Reservoi r Bat
t le in ^hich thousands of enemy were encircled and trapped.
In the fa l l of that year we fought for the ground south of a
town called Kumwha, .a town which we were to get to know much
bet ter . la te*?. By. la te. 1951 the l ine was stabi l ized* and 1952
found .the Battalion 'along the rim of the Punch Bowl, defending
against the probes of , the North Korean enemy. That February
we l o f t t he L i ne f o r r e t r a i n i ng a t Kapyong , r e t u rn i ng i n Ap r i l ,
th is t ime in the Centra l Front , nor thwest o f Chorwon.

I n t h i s figh t , as i n eve ry ba t t l e t he D i v i s i on has seen ,
the F i rs t Ba t ta l i on , l i ved up to i t s name. We were the fi rs t
ta contact th 'e enemy in th is area, and the first to capture a
pr isoner* By July.and August , - the fur ious c lashes between our
patrols and tv-e Chinese in Death Valley and the Chorwon Valley
were mak ing head l ines a l l over the wor ld and casua l ty l i s ts a l l
over China.' But the real test of the Battalion, .was yet to .c-ome,

•« •
Above the.vi tal road junct ion of. Kumwha, overlooking a

broad va l ley lead ing-deep in to our l ines loomed Hi l l 598,
Tr iang le Hi l l , From th is po in t o f vantage the enemy cou ld .
see to shel l our routes of supply for mi les. By September p lans
were complete to take this ®P from the enemy. Th^. ..31st Inf
antry R.egiment .was ordered to arrack Hill 598., .to sei.ze it,'' and ''tcC defend it. 0n the 14th of. October, after wee'ks of int
ensive' preparation and training .,. the 31st- Regiment jumped off,
and the Bat t le o f Tr iang le H i l l began.

The 3' lst made a val iant attempt to take Hi l l 598, but
fanatic' .enemy resistance and great amounts of enemy art i l lery
and nror'ta'r st.qoped them lust short of their objective, and
they fe l l ' back ' , ' - ' thei r s t rength ser iously depleted*

On the" earlu morning of the 15th, without warning or prep
ara t ion o f any k ind , the F i rs t Ea t ta l i on was .o rdered to oper
ate under control of the 31st, and to attack' and secure Jane
Russel% Hill and Sandy Ridge, two ridges • which, formed the .right
ha l f o f Tr i ang le H i l lP W i th in s i x hou rs a f te r we rece i ved .
our orders, we crossed the Line of DepartireG.

?t -g and ra in lay over a l l the h i l l s , reconnaissance
had been inoossible, and from the t ime we left our assembly
area we were subjected to in tense enemy ofct i l lery fire. , Despi te
these di fflcult ie-s, the assault companies, Co A and Co Cf
pressed fo rward toward the i r ob jec t i ves , leav ing the i r de»d
and mounded along every foot of the wayD Co C was trapped in
a cut by am'.enemy defensive barrage of big guns, and was all
bu t des t royed , C0 B was uen t i n to the figh t to take - i t s p lace ,
and Co A and C0 B taking terrible losses, fought, through to thei:
i n i t i a l o b j e c t i v e s , a n d i n h a r d fi g h t i n g a t c l o s e q u a r t e r s ,
won them. Co A was badly battered, its ammo was running low,
and the enemy threw a large counterattack at it almost immed
ia te ly, , VT fire was ca l led in , and the t renches and s lopes
were fi l led w i th d ad Ch inese , bu t s t i l l t hey cane

1
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The Battalion 60mmander
which by this time, was i
dug in on :Sandy R'lg'ge th
short of fooid, water and
and determi'natiouV

.«-
' .' That night the Comm

t h e i r t a s k s o f ' g e t t i n g . c
fif l.e- troops.' " 'All durin
worfied on the' 'slopes of
a r t i l l e r y b a r r a g e o f t h e
were beat ing off repeate
enemy threw everything a
r ocket s }-. but when the su
meter wa-s s t i l l - there , a

decided to withdraw Co A to Sandy Ridge,
n th-e hands of '&o B', 411 three companies
«, t a f ternoon, 'under f i re a l l the t in te ,_

ammunition,1, Vuf with plenty -of' courage
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Mae W
was h
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smal l
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Tha t - ' a f t
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errto'on
1 ,598,"
■gnre'i' 0
earned'
e r ^ t a r g
75s and
h him, .'
"'storm '
u l d n r t

b ;pla.toon cand "the
ommiinications and
g the n igh t , w i re
Sandy Ridge under'
Korean war, ervTen

d enemy attacks on
t us t ha t n i g f t t ,

n shone-on Sandy R
nd we had the sup'p

we jumped off again,' c
a n.d a.is sa uIt i ng; d own' th
'Brian-,' -and part of'Ja
the-volue#of Co D, for
ets, we had to depend

the 8ls :-to k^e'p • thev-e
Again w.e. took- heavy '1

of enemy ar t i l le ry and
s t o p t h i s o u t fi t . B y

P&A platoon began
suppl ies up to the
crew's and suppiy-"p'atles
the heaviest" enemy-'
whi le the i r comrades

t h e i r p o s i t i o n s / T h e
exren the...big Russian"
idge aga in , ou r 'pe r i ' ^ *
lies we needed, '-.

limbing up- the .-st e'ep*-r "
e r i dge l i ne to take " "
ne Rus.3el l Hi l l , : I t " "
' w i t h t h e a r t i l l e r y
on the heavy machine
nemy hea,ds down while
os.se s ,. "b\ut,. again w'e
'mor ta rs , o r a ha l l o f

n i g h t f a l l w e h e l d

Al l through the next night we fought with bayonet and
grenades in' the trenches "' ith enemy who crawled out from their
caves and tunnels into which we had driven them, but next morning
we cleaned their dead out of our trenches, and prepared for more
fight ing. However, that morning we were wi thdrawn to a reserve
area for resupely and: re organi-zat ion and we turned the defense of
Tr i a n g l e H i l l o v e r t o a n o t h e r 3 n i t ,

Within two->days
fi g h t . O n t h e n i g h t
598 was assaulted by
in dr iv ing Our " forces
and under constant en
the sheer c l i f t s and
In a fierce hand to h
s l o p e . O u r B a t t a l i o n
saul t companies, reor
reoccup ied a l l - t he po
d e e p e r . D u r i n g t h i s
we ^ere up there, the
get his hands on, b-.t
h i s sn i pe r s , no r h i s
one inch of the groun

the F i rs t Bat ta l ion was ordered back in to the
o f 19 Oc tobe r, t he ba t t a l i on ho ld i ng H i l l
two determined enemy battalions who succeeded

f rom the i r ha rd won pos i t i ons . In da rkness
emy bc-ebbardment, the First Battalion climbed
engaged the enemy as he reached the crest,
and struggle, we drove him back down the
Execut ine Officer ' , who was leading the as-

ganized al l the t roops on the Hi l l , and we
sit ions they had lost and began to dig them
t ime, and-dur ing the next three days whi le

enemy th rew in a l l t he a r t i l l e ry he cou ld
n e i t h e r h i s a r t i l l e r y, n o r h i s m o r t a r s , n o r

in fan t ry cou ld make th is Ba t ta l ion g ive back
d i t had bougth so dearly.
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f H'ill '59'8 f6r the last time', we came down
we'had "done every job-that had.dseen given
as able to stop us. We were subjected-to • '
ra t ion of enemy fire yet seen in th is was,

fanatic enemy,' we suffered the loss of near-
, but we accomplished our- mission. ■ First
d in the Bat t le ' o f Tr iangle Hi l l , . , on ly Bat
on to fight lh 'both the-offe .ns ive ,and. . -dsf -
e B a t t l e , t h e F i r s t • B a t t a l i o n t h e r e l i v e d u p

* ?

' -' - .
Now, •-•some

our deadly enem
job. But we ar
and Kwajelein,.
men who have ma
Battalion of, th
cause of. men li
our country rem

few months later, we are back, in contact with.
y0 As usual we have the tough job, the hardest
e not alone in our gight. The men of Kiska,
and Ok-inew'a, and Chosin,, and Triongle- Hill, the
de this First Battalion' of the 32nd, the First
e Army, stand with us, pointing the way. Be-
Ve them,- and because of Battalions like-this,
a i n s f r e s a n d ' w a r l e s s . i ■ :

ie.s, soldier, we've got a big "job ahead, of
to that .tradition. But its not an impossible-- -job ,
e v e r i m p o s s i b l e f o r t h i s - o u t f i t . ' • ■ : • '

us, .living up
-Nothing's

^TIv^xa^; . ^ a*V , "«A" : 0>QA.w
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