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. EaD U TERS "IST BATTALION
) . 32d Infantry Re imen
. . \P3 7

Welcome, : ,dler, t he First B ttalion »f t & 324 Inf-

antry., want rou to 'k -that from now en yot are one- ¢f us,
‘But ‘being ene . 3, you've ¢t a bilg job ahesd ¢ you. This
Battalion has alrays been a 1 "fit. Right n i1t ts.the

Y gt Battaiion & . .ee, =, * yeu, 1t's up to all of 1s
to keep 1t that wa ' : at t 12t much to-the men

-who went befc- e ¢ 2r rho ve lcng, bloody, glorleus
paragraphs across«th ages of &m r nai "Historye

Bgek in 1943 this Battallon =5 one of the first-ashere
in the, bitter battle for the Aleutian Islands and spsarheaded
th 41lied assault on XK ajelein, In 1944 ar Y45, through the
Be 513 of Levte and the Plerce a_aults /1 C. .awa this Batta-
llen was glvays rst, slways torious, The First Battalion

a. the first US unit ata Kr ea a® »r the war, and remained
ere gn occupdfion duty unt” 1949, 12n the Seventh Divisien
was withdrarn to Jaran. -
+In 194> u u * = Vort:k Korean invec:r swarmed acress
the 38th, phs ing the meaog iy ecs P 1 . United Nations 1 to
the. Pugan perimeter, *n things 1 <ec¢ theg blackeat, in Sep-
tember of 1950, ¥ ' Batiel ony, w~ o0art’'s ' * e agsaunlt wave -
the 7th Infantry lat " irine Divisions sl mmed ashore at
-nchon and batte. 1ts way “nland tovard S o I was the
Birst Batt (lion 1. 1e tt famous attsck n Scuth Mountsin
TR ‘ed th w. v For -t e Me-inew to enter the city., Fith
the enepy 1in full the Battalic) » o asgain zent on a
end run, this time Za:i . ne 2t Iwoen, in !¢ n KB3réa, - The First
Battalicen was give « a37:eial mission, to ¢ d to the Marfines,
of clearing the Eqst U 18t of ° Chosin Rese volr, On the
2 +° of Novemb r, *» ' le exec » t!:t missio , thd Rattalden
g8 atruck by he L fore £ he invading Chinecse - 19,
rounde hd v tnumbered, irgt Bgttalion began one of
the epic battle of US Military History <« i+ Pought its ¥
south through g ms &f Chinese %o " lnk up b the Marines,
Every foot of the * 5 wag purchasec b.e A 'and suf“-~ring,
the enemy and the i1nte 1se ‘cold set = .gh or ce. Led 1y out
attal! 1 G nier, I, Gec Ton G Fait ~veid thy sugh
em ry Y :gime AT ar eneg repiment. ly, o 1y ¢ enemy
A g Yrogt Be "~ n- s d the ) s ! Faivn led
R n t mi{ ros8’the 1 = 1 .. in Reservolr, =
1 ~-~m o 'ls flank. C ° igp 1led leading =~ ¢
+ 1k, but his L1ldtant m euw >» ¢ the z2nemy 19 =2 ak
1t ar Bg- 311lon br’ . 3f the dea.’” rinp and
10! :d the M r r ot . p s Y. Hangnam,
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* Falthts ° adershi and sac ifice won him the Cemgressienal
M 41,1 of Hener, 1 2 pert nent place in the memory of those
v¥he 3erve here a e nim,

From Hungnam the 3attn on went to.usan, and from there
bac uap the peninsula intn the meountains of east Korea to mop
up the remnants of the North Korean Army, In the summer of
1751, the Battallon participated in the Kwachon Reservelr Bat-~
tle in - 1ich thousands »f enemy were encircled nd ipped.

In the 111 of that yea: we fought for the grou a s :h of a
tewn c¢: l1sd Kumwha, ‘ * which we were to get to kuow much
better later, By L te I . . the line was stablilzed, and 1952
foynd the Eattali uo 1g the rim of the Punch Bowl, d¢ :nding
against the probe. . the North Korean enemy. That Februar

wve loft the Line for retraining at Kapyong, returning in April,
this time in the Central Front, northwest of Chorvon,

In this ®?ight, as 1n every battle the Division has seen,
the First Bast inl on 1ived up to its name, We were the first
te contact tt e emy 4in this area, and the firast to carture =
tegmer, Ry July nd August, the furious clashes between our
2 rois and the G° a2ge in Beqth Valley and the Chorwon 7alley
vere makine headlin s ell over * wvorld and casuslty lists agll
~aver O v But the resl test of the Battallon was yet to come,

Abcve the vital o 1 Junction of Kumwha, overleecking s
brnad valley leading eep Into our lines loamed HAll 598,
Triangle Hill, From this polnt of vantage the enemy ceould .

s e to shell cur routes of supoly for mlles, By September plans
re complete to take t ls OF from the enemy, The 318t Int-

ant v Re iment was or ed to arrack H1ll 59F, to geize 1%,

“ and ar rend 1t, On cvhe l4th of ctober, after wewks of Intw

e <t pret 3taticd =and training ,. the 31lsat. Regiment Jumped off,

and the Ba' tle of Triangle Hi11l began,

The 31st made a vallant at .empt to take Hi11 598 but

fanatic = ny resistance and g + amecunts of enemy artillery
a 4 mo*tqr L >ed them fust :¢ iort of their objective, =nd
t fell ' 5 thelr strength sertously derleted,

Cn the earlu morning ¢ 1 15th, without warning or »rep-—
arat! n of any kind, the First b % n sag ordered to oper-~
at under control of the lst, and to ack 2nd secure Jane
Ry g7 17 and ¢ - R1? 3, two ridges vl igh formed the .right
Y £ af Triangle [111. W In six hours ~fter we receirved
yur aers, we crosgsed the Line of Departire.

g and raln lay over all the hills, Y‘ecr)m'missmnce
had been invosslble, and from tie time we left ou ASSemb¢y
area we were subjected to intense enemy attillery '“re, Desplte
these difficulties, the asssult companies, %o A and Go G,
pressed forward toward thelr oblactivea, leaving thelr de
and wounded =long every font of the wayo OCOo G was t pp=d 2
a cut b a _nemy de¢ ' sive bs srage of blg guns, and weaz a L
but destroyed, GCo E ment Into the fight to tan -1iis wlqce,
and Co &4 and Co B takineg terrible losses, fousht through to thelr
Inltial objectives, and In hard fighting at elose quarter Sy
ron them, GCo & was brdly bqttered, its ammo was running low,
and the enemy threw n large counterattack at it anlmost immed-
‘3t :lye VT flre was c2lled in, nnd the trenchcs and slopes
t 2re 11 +1th 4 ad Chinese, but still they came.
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The Battalion Gommand r decided to withdraw Ce A4 *+ Sandy Ridge,
which by this time 8 in the ra A ¢ Ge B, th_ smp=nies
Aug in on Sandy Rigge theat afterneosn, w ler fire 2ll ne time,

g # feod, w ter anc ( nmunition, but r lth plenty of cour 1¢

an determinatiou.,

That + rht the C mm 1toon . nd the ’24 pl teom b _an
e r tasks f getiln ¢ tiortd ne nd 17 - up v the
T tronps. -1 du ineg 1 : nf - creis ~ d 3 ly 1 iles
worRed on the gslopes of Sancr © e under ttY 7 viestv enemy o
- #4717 ¢ barrage € the X« i sp - e t ¢ ™ les
b b o ) ted er imy s on 1eir pos timng; The
2y v.re7 v cytn at -3t t « *5 ruwen t blg Rusgs!
rockets -1 1t vien t & sn ¢ 12 on 8 n Il o our 'y :ri
meter wag gt1l e, and 13 F ° he si "' :s we 1.

That "t -'noon we Ilumped of n, ¢iimbin up thi 3te
slopeg ~* 111 .59 ~A e anlting @ b A 14~ -~ take
Mae Yest, re » &t Br av, 1d pa t oo Tar Rus 111, It
wasg here we¢ lemr ’ " owvalyu: of ., for ar* 7 ry
busy ~1th ot = . rgets, we had t d .. 1 ¢ the vy ' 3ht
guns and 1° g a - the Bls.te ° t! "ci1emy ° s down =t
we ¢’ sed <~it ‘him, 4g: ~ v to. avy Tigses, b *t, le ¢
proved ‘&1 st storm of s1:my artlllery by mortars, 2 1s .1 f
sm 1 rms couldn't stop this outfit. tr ni- te O ~ held

g - H11

A11 tY nug t e .. xt rte it = fough! wit . s~yonet , 1
grenades in t° ches =it e vy who « * % out from thelr
caves and btunnels nto -~ 3p = A drive1 t ., but nc -t morning
we cleaned thelr d out of ¢ renche , 2n . preper: for mor
f1 t ng, Howeve t. 2t mornl- we - r¢ witk n to TESETY
arga for resuprl and 201 m!l tlen and we turned the defense of
Triangle H11l o~ - * nol T te

¥ithin tv dsys the First Batssalleon was erdered beck int the
fig t, 0On t nig t of 19 October, %! Dbattalien olding Hi_.l

598 - 39 as¢ twe de ‘min=d ry ¥ ttall | wheo suc d
in dr  line ir - fiom t A - 1+ tsit’ons In darx ss
nd > eonstant v 1 .d rdment, tt I st B tta ‘on climbed
e sncsr ¢li s o entaped T vy as hz c crest,

In flerc . A to hand atr ey vE AV aY im ALY the
sle , Cur tgl’ Exec 1t orfe, S A ing 11 as~-
gault e n =, wlze Aall 7 i) g H , anl we

re ccuvdel 1 % positions t hoo st . - an to A1~ t

d . Jduring t *s tir an  a ot lays v

vy LI A , the | v ot 17t srtil Ly 1. ¢ -

- 1 3 'T , 1 s t: 11 :ry, nor n s mortarss nor

h g snlt -a, r s Infant - ecoc A | 8 + plve baek

e ael R g il hag * h so ¢ Ve
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™ n we came off Hi__ 598 ¢r . the 1 st time, we ¢ me down

wit vledge that we had dode every jo that had.been Lven

te us, 2nd nothir = able to stop us. Ve were guble~ . to

the ° viest concentration of enemy flre yet seen in th s was,

vy - - sc? by a fannt? enemy, we suffered the loss of near-

ly b ou sti:neth, but ve :céor lish our- mission. First

Batta.io f tY: 32nd in the ! 3t of +r angle H1ll, only Bat-
tallen in = Divie - f .1 both tre »ffdnsive nd.def~
ensive s ages, ~ t T ~t¥ 'irst Batt:  len there lived up

te 1ts t anr I:ior‘)9

Now, wome - - months 7 o - back in contact with.
our dea 1y eners. A&s snal we tve t e toush Job, the h=rdest
M. vt we a1 nc alone Y1 ou- g gnty, The men o¢f Kiska,

K eleir,, 14 .inswa, ! ‘hosin, and Triangl Hill, the
men who have 1 :de t 1s Firg ;alion of 7 32nd, the First
Batt .lon s Army, st- vith us, pothting the wry, Be-
cau of mn liv t ~and becanse of Battaliesns like. this,
our cvountry 1 raias § ~ warlessa.

ob ahead of us, :living up

Yea,' “iier, we've got big
» th t tradition, t 1ts not an 1 possiblc fc¢hr, « * ing's
er ~ocsible for thig ocutfit, .
\{, (/V\.a_ \- 2 < " LI && \)M
L uw o W \ . (NS "6‘ e
< \ o L ™ r A kr1ru/£71 <






