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Purpose

= CAC is the “Intellectual center of the Army.”

= Many organizations and people associated with
CAC are conducting research.

= The intent of the following list Is to provide focus
and direction to CAC research activities, including
MMAS students.




CAC CG Priority Research List Topics

Leader Development

JIIM — Interagency Emphasis
Information Engagement

COIN

Battle Command

Conflict Termination

Transitionto MCO

. Sustainment

. Operations & Other

10 Coalition & Multinational Operations

*Denotes CAC-external submissions
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Leader Development

How should the Army train leaders to make the transition from conventional to
unconventional operations and back in COIN?

How can leaders at the operational level effectively integrate conventional and Special
Operations Forces?
Whatunique Soldier challengesdo leaders confrontin COIN and what counter-methods are
proven antidotes?
Whatis the role of military education in atime of war? How mustthis changeto meetthe
demands ofthe current conflictand beyond?
How does/should an ever-changing,unconventional environmentin which the Soldieris
required to be at one momenttrigger-pullerand socialworkerin the nextimpactsmall-unit
leadership and training?
Case studies: Trainingindigenous forces —successes and failures; lessonslearned from
recentadvisors’ experiences.
» Howdoyou make advising a “top priority” assignment? Does the KD designationhelp?
. \éVhat ?,r,e the challengesin advising at ministry/national levels? How can they effectively
emet”
HIOW sho?uld leaders approach the challenge of balancing technology with the human
element”

How should the cultural and anthropological lessons learned from the currentconflictbe
applied to leadereducation today and in the future?

Whywould Special Forces seek to avoid ILE and substituteinits place Naval Postgraduate
School? Whatis Naval Postgraduate School doing that makes the substitution cost-effective
amongthe Army Special Forces community?

How is the Army supporting the development ofcredible and capable Afghan National
Security Forces? How canwedo it better?*

How should we besttrain allied (Iragi and Afghani)seniordivision leaders? Should we turn
thatover to an organization like MPRI?*
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Leader Development

How will the continuing evolution of “knowledge” and “learning” for the future, taking into
consideration theinternetand the information explosionimpact Army education? *

What are the key differences and similarities between the way tomorrow’s Soldiers will learn
and theways their predecessorslearned?*

Whatare the implications fortraining, developing,and supporting performance of future
Soldiers and leaders?*

How can Soldiers’ and leaders’ self-assessments be used to increase theirawareness oftheir
own leadership strengths and developmental needs?*

How can virtual worlds, massive multiplayer on-line games, and othergaming technologies
impactfuture Soldier and leadertraining and development?*

Whatis the potential for Army training and leader developmentto applyinnovative techniques
and approaches to help reduce combat stress orameliorate its consequences ?*

How can civilian acquired skills help enhance training and education programsforthe
individual Solder and leader?*

Whatare the bestapproaches to training and educating Soldiers and leaders to create, lead,
and participate in Army institutions and units that are true learning organizations? How is this
importantfor the future OE?*

What models and other methods can be created to quantifying the military value (contribution
to readiness)oftraining and leader development ?*

How does theart of design compliment existing doctrineon campaign design?

Canweusethe analogous modelofhow the Army socialized Air Land Battle Doctrineto
socialize commanders appreciationand campaign design?

Are BCTs campaigning formationsin the contemporary operating environment?
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JIIM—Interagency Emphasis

= Howcan the military operate with the “whole of government” atvarious echelons to build
partnership capacity?

= Howcanwe applylessons ofsuccessfuland unsuccessful disarmament,demobilizationand
reintegration processes to the currentand future operating environments?

= Howcanoperational-level leaders leverageintegration and coordination with international
and non-governmental organizations while avoiding pitfalls?

» Howcanthelessonsfrom DOSPRT and DoD interoperability be applied to future planning
and execution?

= Whatare theroles of interagency organizations in security force assistance operations:
reality vs. potential?

» WhatarethelessonslearnedaboutJIlIMIntegration from large-scale training/equipping
missions?

» Whatare the implications of being a US military ally and partner?

= Whatare the deficiencies ofthe Interagency/Military Cooperation process in theater (Irag and
Afghanistan)? Whatarethe potential solutionsto help correctthese deficiencies?*

=  WhatDOTMLPFchangesneedto be madeto achieve necessary comprehensive cultural
understandingamonginteragency,international governmental organizations and
multinational formations?

= Whatare the implications of operations inaworld increasingly constrained by international
legislation of warfighting tactics?*

= Howwelldoesinteragencyadvisorsupportto tactical BCTs on economic developmentand
population self-governance during Stability Operationsina COIN Environment meetthe
need?*

= Howcanwe gatherand applyinnovativetechniques,used by other governmental and non -
governmental agencies, foridentifying, capturing,and leveraging lessons learned ?*

» Howdowe balancethechallenges ofinformation security with the necessity for open sharing
of information across services (Army, Navy, USMC and USAF), governmental branches (DoD,
DoS, USAID, etc...) and institutions (University, Business Leaders, etc...)in today’s complex
environment?*
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Information Engagement

(Strateqgic Communications Emphasis)

= Whatcapacities, capabilities, and authorities docommanders requirein order to effectively
employwords,images, and all available mediums (including the press and the world -wide-
web)in supportof operational objectives?

» Howshould Soldiers engagewith Web 2.0 media capabilities?

= Howdoleadersimprove military —mediarelations? How do Soldiers,news media,and
public audiences view military operations?

» Whathave beenthe impacts of strategiccommunicationsin the past?

= Howcanwe learnfrom shaping changein political culturesin post-MCO situations (de-
Nazification/de-Ba’athification)?

= Howhasthe U.S. Army successfullyused embeddedreporters to achieve it’s
communications objectives? Whatarethe areas for improvement?

= Howcanleadersimproveleveraging informationto influence/inform diverse audiences
during COIN? How are working groups effectively used to leverage key leader and Soldier
engagements to communicate with publics?

= Howcanwe counterthe enemy’s effective use of media?

= Whatmix of informational strategies and capabilities are required to achieve enduring
effectsin a 215t Century persistentsecurity environment?*

» Whatrole does KM play in Brigade Combat Team Organizational Learning? How s that
important?*

= Howcan DA public affairs guidanceberefined to avoid stifling initiative -- a company
commander can employindirectfires but needs corps approval fora press release?*

» |sittime to re-examineteachingand testing policy with regard to Arabic languagetraining
within DoD? Canthe Services now manage military language specialists so as to permit
assignmentto Arabic courses containing both Modern Standard Arabic and afocuson a
specific dialect? Should aspoken dialectbetaughtfirst andif so,whichone? Do the
answers differfor different career fields within DoD? What are the linguistic, practical,
tactical and strategic considerationsthatwould argue for and againsteach policy?*
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Information Engagement

(Cyberspace Emphasis)

= Whatare cyber-warfaretactics as applied to cyber-electronic engagements? How can they
beusedforandagainstus?

» Howdoescyberspacecontributetoinfluence operations?
= Howarethreatassessmentsin cyberspace conducted?
= Canfull spectrum military cyber operations be conducted legally?*

= Shouldajointtaskforce be establishedto conductaunified approachto operationsin
cyberspace? Should we establish acybernationalguard or cyber minutemen?*

» Whatcybertechnologies can be used to enhance collaboration among “whole of
government” organizations and coalition forces?*
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COIN

= Howwill weimprove COIN strategy based upon the battles in Irag (Mosul 2003-2008;
Baghdad: The Surge; Anbar Province)?

* Ina"LongWar," under COIN environmentconditions,how do US and Coalition forces,
working with HN security forces, applythe precepts of a "Clear-Hold-Build" strategy, to
leverage all elements of U.S. national power and multinational partners?

= Whatare the implications of COIN for military ethics? What are the ethical challenges faced
by combatadvisors? How can advisors be better prepared to meetthese challenges?

» Whatis the military role in filling the capacity gap in Security Force Assistance operations?

» Howcanlessonslearnedfrom pastForeign Internal Defense (FID)campaignsbeusedto
iImprove Security Force Assistanceplanning inthe contemporary environment?

= Howcanconventional headquarters (e.g.,BCT, DIV, CORPS)be modified to effectively
executelarge-scale Security Force Assistancemissions (e.g., MNSTC-I,CSTC-A)?*

» HowshouldtheReserve Components befactoredinto large-scale Security Force
Assistance missions?

» What is the best COIN assessment methodology? How canit be used to determinethe
impactof operations?*

» Whatdoes an officer need to know aboutnegotiations?

= Currentmodeloftraining Soldiers and leaders for COIN: Is it adequate? How should the
Army improve?*

= Howcan units synchronize the use of “hard” power with “soft power” in the phases of
COIN?

»  Whatis theimpactof OPTEMPO and RIP on COIN?*

How are counter narcotic missionsconductedin COIN?*
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COIN

» Whatis the bestapproachtocampaigndesignin COIN?*
» Howshould U.S.forces facilitate Afghan elections in a COIN environment?*
= Howshould U.S.forces approach construction managementin COIN?*

= Howcan/should reconstruction and CERP programssupportthe developmentoflines of
operation?*

= Howshouldlocalnationallaborand contractors beemployedina COIN environment?*
» Howcan Provincial Reconstruction Teamstakethelead in COIN?*

» Howshould units approach detention operations in COIN?*

» Whatis theimpactof civilian health sector development by the military in COIN?*

» Fundingauthoritiesforreconstructions: byechelon,how muchis enough?*
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Battle Command

» Howcanleaders maximize effectiveness and minimize turbulencewhile attaching and
detaching unitsin combat?

= Howwill the Army bridgethe currentto futureforce battle command?

= Whatare the capabilities and functions required to enablethe commanderto develop and
maintain situational awareness and understanding?

» Whatare effective knowledge managementtechniques for battle command?

» How can effective knowledge managementimprove running staff estimates or sustainment
of forces?

» Whatassets/qualities are needed at tactical-operational-strategic levelto understand the
complexities ofthe current contemporary operational environmentagainst future
decentralized,asymmetrical threats?

= DoBrigade Combat Teams plan campaign-quality operations against threats in the future
operational environment? Whatarethe implications on battle command and the
operations process?*

» HowdoyouconductArmy Service ComponentCommandadministrative control (ADCON)
mission analysis during MDMP?*

» Froma sustainmentperspective, how do the values “efficiency” and “effectiveness”
compete fordominancein decision making?*
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Conflict Termination

= Howcan an assistance/counter-insurgency force exercising military governancein accord
with the Geneva-Hague Conventions establish conditions for a transition to a host nation
civilian government?

= Howshouldthe Army approach wartime planning for conflict termination?

= Whatare the considerationsforfielding and training a new national army and police force
in occupiedterritories?

» Howshouldthe Army plan for withdrawal?
» Howhas/should the Armyproceedwith organizationchangeduring or after a conflict?

» Howhasconflictbeen successfullyand unsuccessfullyterminated usingatransition from
combattodialogue?

» Howhasthe advisory effort in Iraq and Afghanistan evolved? How can we do better?
» How has history provided knowledge of military withdrawal from ongoing conflict?
= British withdrawal from the former Ottoman Empire (in Turkey)in 1922-1923.
» The Sovietwithdrawal from Afghanistan in 1988-1989.
» Thelsraeliwithdrawal from Lebanon in 2000.
» Post-lragWar Army: How shouldthe operational-level officer play a role in reconstitution?

= Howdoesamilitary force successfully transition responsibility for COIN, stability, and
foreigninternal defense backtothe hostnation?

= Howmight COIN and conflicttermination be understood fromthe perspective ofthe enemy
and in his context?*

= Whatinstitutional or cultural weaknesses of military forces stand in the way of establishing
effective post-conflictgovernance?*

= Howcan early engagementbythe whole of governmentbe a means to establish conflict
resolution measuresthatpreemptopen hostilities?*

»  Whatis the optimum advisory team structure for Iraqi Army Infantry Brigades?*

= Howcanthelessons oftheimpending Columbianvictory over the FARCbe applied to
overcoming insurgencies? *
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Transition To MCO

» Howshouldthe Army approach transitioning conventional forces backto MCO from
COIN?

» How canthe Army maintain a strategic MCO capability while executing COIN?
= How canunitsresetand preparefor MCO in awindow shortened to 12 months?
» Whataretheroles of the operating force and the generating force in maintaining full
spectrum capabilitiesinthe modular force?
» Whatis theimpacton readiness ofthe Artillery units conducting missions as
maneuver combatforces and nonlethal effects coordinators?*

» Howhasthe COE impacted US forces’ability to conductopposed forcible entry
amphibious,airborne or air assaultoperations?*
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Sustainment

= How are military logisticians bestdescribed, as leaders or managers?

= Howcanweemployprinciples of scientific managementfor sustainmentoperations?

» Whatdo complexity scienceand chaostheorytell us aboutsustainmentoperations?

= Whatskill setsdo our operational logisticians lose because of currentoperations: FOB
logistics versus offensive/defensive logistics,or COINversus MCOlogistics?

» Doall sustainmentprocesses remain the samewhile operating acrossthe full spectrum of
military operations? If not, whatchanges?

= [sit possibletoachieve the principle of “unity of command” forthe sustainmentfunctionin
CNTF’s? Ifso, how?

» |s “lead service/nation” approach to theater sustainmenta betteridea than trying to unify
logistics entitiesunderone command? If so, how?

= |sitappropriatetousecomponent9 (LOGCAP)as an Army force capabilityduring Total
Army Analysis? If so,why?

= Doweneed principles of sustainmentfor 21stcentury conflicts? If so, whatshould they
be?

» Dowe havethe relationship betweenlogistics and thethree levels of war right? Why or
why not?

» Whatarethe operationalimpacts onhightech (especially off the shelf) equipment and
personnel of heavily vegetated orjungle environments? Mountainous or high altitude
terrain? Urban terrain? Extreme cold weather?

= Howare JointLogistical Systems integrated in COIN?

= Howcanthe Army operationalize in-transitvisibility?*

» Whatis therole of Army Health Service Support (HSS)and Force Health Protection (FHP)
U unitsin clear, build, and transition operations within the Iraq or Afghanistan Theater of
operations?*
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Sustainment

= |sittimetogoto anindividualreplacementsysteminlraq? If yes,whatare the second
andthird order effects?*

» DoestheUnit Manning System (UMS)work for Stryker Brigade Combat Teams in an
ARFORGEN environment? Whyor why not?*

» Whatare the advantages and disadvantages ofa functionalcomponentcommander for
logistics?*

» Do SBCTs Require Forward SupportCompanies? Why or why not?*

» Should DOD establish aUnified Logistics Command?

.
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Operations & Other

» Howcanwe determinecurrentand futureroles of Army aerial reconnaissance, manned and
unmanned?

» Whatarethe prosandcons of groundvs. aerial precision fires?
» Whatis theimpactof unitreorganizations in wartime? How can it be mitigated?

» Howhas Decide, Detect, Deliver, Assess (D3A)been implemented as the IED targeting
process?

= Howcansuicidebombers bedefeated using: planning,detection, prevention?

»  Whatchangescanbeimplementedin training the military transition team (MiTT)?

» Howcanwe understand and define the “humanterrain” mission ofthe MiTT?

. HOV\ll can we apply future biometric technologies ofimproved matching and robustidentity
analysis?

» Whatarethelessonslearnedforrobotapplications in offensive and defensive operations?

» Howdoes America’s National Guard playits role in Border States to assist with Homeland
Security?

» Howdoforeignarmed forces approach culturaltraining?

» Howdowedeterminesuccessincounterinsurgencies usingthe strategic environmentas
the context?

» Hastechnologyandthe numericalreduction offorces madethe armed forces too small to
meetthe needs ofthe Long War?

» Shouldthe U.S. create anational police forcethat can deployin supportof stability
operations? Whyor why not?

= Howshould military reconstruction efforts be applied as an aid to civil affairs?
» Detainee Reconciliation: From Enemies to Citizens*

» How haveAir Assaultoperations impactedthe missionin lraq?*

= Howshouldthe Army handle contractor managementon the battlefield?*
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Operations & Other

How do organizations atdivision and above conduct “campaign planning” for COIN, Security
Force Assistance, and Stability Operations?

It—)low czgln we applythe lessons of previous military operations in Africato the COE and
eyond?

Unhderstanding Islamic warfighting doctrine: a Koranic perspective and it’s implementation
In history*

How can border securityin Afghanistanbeimproved?*

Should the Army increase contracted Airin OEF?*

How can units maintain the ground lines of communication (GLOC) equipment flow and
security against pilferage in Afghanistan?*

How are the command and control structuresin Afghanistanarranged? How canthey be
improved?*

How are counter-terrorism operations conductedin Central Asia?*

Whatshouldthe U.S. understand about nationalism vs.tribalism? How should thatimpact
ourapproachtooperationsin Afghanistan?*

What are the assessments, metrics and fiscal considerations in Planning for Rule of Law
operationsin pre, initial and sustainment phases?*

Whatare the implications ofthe continued proliferation of unmanned vehicle technology? *
How can US forces effectively recruit to and sustain ourincreasing troop levels?*

How do currentamphibious capabilities stack up againstrequirementsforamphibious
operations?*

How can Combat Stress Control Teams be a combat multiplier for a maneuver commander to
keep his Soldiersin the fight?*

Rule of Law: Howto Transition from Authoritarianism to Democracy?*
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Operations & Other

Whatis the impact of Life-Cycle Conceptimplementationon First Term and Mid-Term re-
enlistmentrates among Soldiers with atleastone deployment?*

How would applying theconceptof BCT's receiving, training, and implementing Military
Transition Teams priorto deploymentcomparedto current MITT training conducted at Fort
Riley and then linking up for the first time in theater impactthe advisor mission?*
Whatare the long term impacts of officer recruiting and retention strategies?*

Assessthe Need for Brigade Special Troops Battalions, Propose a Framework for Evaluating
Different MTOE Options,and Evaluate Three Distinct MTOE Options*

Whatis the impactof OIF on the SBCT Cavalry Squadron and whatare theimplications for
the Army?*

Whatis the Impactof OIF on the SBCT Field Artillery Battalion and what are the implications
forthe Army?*

Is the compositionofthe SBCT Brigade Staff for suitable for Stability Operations in a COIN
Environment? Whatchanges couldbe madeto the SBCTHQ MTOE?*

Whatare the long-termimpacts on the world oil supply mechanismassociated with Iraq
contractingmostofits oil exploration, extraction, refining, and distribution?*

Whatare the future dynamics and regional implications of Syria’s increasing economic
dependenceonlran? *

Law enforcementdevelopmentbythe Military. How have other nationsin history created
competent, capable law enforcement agencies committed to respecting and enforcingthe
Ruleof Law? *

External Influences: Will Iran’s alliance with Syria prove more durable than expected if Syria
continues to isolateitself from Arab states by pursuing an inflexible Lebanon policy?*
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Coalition and Multinational Operations

» Whatare the implications of being a US military ally and partner?

» Whatare the implications of conductingoperationsin a world increasingly constrained by
international legislation and world opinion?

» Howcanthelessonslearnedfrom OEFand OIF be applied to future planning and
execution atthe multinational-level?

= Howcanoperational-levelleaders bestemployourcoalition partnersin future
contingencies and operations?

» Howcanthe US, on astrategic level, enhanceits relations with future potential coalition
partners?

= Whatcanbedoneonatechnicallevel to improve interoperabilityamong coalition
partners?

» Whatnational or culturalweaknesses among coalition partners stand in the way of
effective post-conflictgovernance?

= How can participating nations overcome cultural differencesin conducting multinational
operations?

« Howdowe integrate strategic communications, information operations, and psychological
operationsin acoalition environment?

« Underwhatconditionsshould coalition partners beequippedwith US equipmentvice host
nation equipment?
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