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FEATURED ARTICLES
2	 Partnership for the Americas: The Human Rights Initiative

Admiral Jim Stavridis, U. S. Navy; Alexander T. Roney; and Leana Bresnahan
USSOUTHCOM is the only combatant command with a separate office charged to monitor and 
coordinate human rights issues. 

9	 The Shia Revival
Vali Nasr

The author of The Shia Revival offers MR readers a condensed version of the argument he 
puts forth in his widely acclaimed book.

14	 Fourth Generation Warfare Evolves, Fifth Emerges
Colonel T.X. Hammes, U.S. Marine Corps, Retired

Changes in the political, economic, social, and technical spheres are making it possible for a 
super-empowered small group to use new technologies to challenge nation-states. 

24	 Counterinsurgency Diplomacy: Political Advisors at the 
Operational and Tactical Levels

Dan Green
In the age of the strategic corporal, it is high time for the tactical POLAD.

31	 Everything Old is New Again: Task Force Phantom in the 
Iraq War

Lieutenant Colonel Robert P. Whalen Jr., U.S. Army
Using cold war doctrine, long-range surveillance (LRS) companies are meeting an urgent, 
enduring need in Iraq. 

38	 Committing to Afghanistan: The Case for Increasing U.S. 
Reconstruction and Stabilization Aid

Captain Craig C. Colucci, U.S. Army
The United States should increase R&S aid to Afghanistan immediately, so that Afghanistan 
does not become a staging ground for terrorist operations.

46	 Cows, Korans, and Kalashnikovs: The Multiple Dimensions 
of Conflict in the Nuba Mountains of Central Sudan

Major Christopher H. Varhola, U.S. Army Reserve, Ph.D.
To succeed at the delicate task of peacekeeping, one must constantly analyze the social, 
economic, religious, and cultural factors that fed the preceding conflict. 

56	 Managing Counterinsurgency: Lessons from Malaya
Walter C. Ladwig III 

In the Malayan Emergency, the British found that the most important element of their 
counterinsurgency campaign was a unified plan that included all the elements of national 
power. 

67	 Army IO is PSYOP: Influencing More with Less
Colonel Curtis D. Boyd, U.S. Army

The commander-designate of the Army’s only active-duty PSYOP group argues that the 
information operations construct adds little value to the fight.

Cover Photo: U.S. Army SSG Gentles spots his next leap while crossing a stream during a patrol near the Pakistani 
border in the Paktika province of Afghanistan, 30 March 2007. The patrol was part of a mission intended to disrupt enemy 
movement in areas known to have enemy activity. (U.S. Army, SSG Justin Holley) 
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76	 Understanding the Link between Center of Gravity and 	
Mission Accomplishment

Colonel William G. Pierce, U.S. Army, Retired, Ph.D., and Colonel Robert C. Coon, U.S. Army, Retired
Neutralizing the enemy’s center of gravity is only one step toward mission accomplishment. Planners must also ensure 
the adversary leader gets the message and is properly influenced.

85	 Of Shoes and Sites: Globalization and Insurgency
Captain Christopher M. Ford, U.S. Army, J.D.

It is a given that the globalization of communications technology has changed the way insurgency wars are fought. But 
which side has benefited most, and how?

92	 In Defense of Military Public Affairs Doctrine
Commander J.D. Scanlon, Canadian Armed Forces

Initiatives aimed at breaking down the wall between public affairs and propaganda only hurt the cause of democratic 
armies and nations.

97	 Discouraging Hearts and Minds: Democracies and Insurgencies
Major Erik Claessen, Belgian Armed Forces

A limited military capability that is sustainable because it is too small to attract media attention can be more successful 
than a large military capability that can be exploited for political gain.

INSIGHTS
104	 The Power Equation: Using Tribal Politics in Counterinsurgency

Major Morgan Mann, U.S. Marine Corps Reserve
To deal effectively with tribes and sheiks, coalition commanders must be willing to use the carrot, the stick, and the 
negotiating process.

109	 Ethics and Operations: Training the Combatant
Centres des Hautes Etudes Militaires

Soldiers engaged in counterinsurgency and other unconventional, problematic operations must have some way to keep 
their moral compasses straight. 
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