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FEATURED ARTICLES
2	 TRANSCRIPT: General Petraeus on the Way Ahead in Iraq

General David H. Petraeus, U.S. Army
	 “Hard but not hopeless”: The new commander of Multi-National Forces-Iraq assesses the war 	
	  and previews the way ahead.

5	 	 Learning about Counterinsurgency
Lieutenant General Sir John Kiszely, British Army 

	 The director of the Defence Academy of the United Kingdom offers his thoughts on how best 	
	 to prepare leaders for the complex challenges of COIN warfare.

12	 	 HUMINT-Centric Operations: Developing Actionable 	
Intelligence in the Urban Counterinsurgency Environment

Colonel Ralph O. Baker, U.S. Army
	 In a companion piece to an earlier article on information operations, a successful BCT 	 	
	 commander describes how he revamped his intelligence approach for COIN.

22	 	 Principles and Priorities in Training for Iraq
Lieutenant Colonel (P) Christopher Hickey, U.S. Army

	 A former squadron commander shares his insights on the importance of cultivating judgment in 	
	 subordinate leaders preparing to deploy. 

33	 	 How to Negotiate in the Middle East
Lieutenant Colonel William Wunderle, U.S. Army 

	 U.S. military leaders must become more adept at negotiating. Specifically, they must understand 	
	 how our cultural traits, values, and assumptions differ from those of Middle Eastern countries. 

38	 	 The Role of USAID and Development Assistance in 	
Combating Terrorism

Colonel Thomas Baltazar, U.S. Army, Retired, and Elisabeth Kvitashvili
	 The USAID, now recognized as a critical component for fighting the War on Terrorism, is 	 	
	 transforming to take on greater responsibilities to shore up unstable countries. 

41	 	 A Model Counterinsurgency: 	
Uribe’s Colombia (2002-2006) versus FARC 

Thomas A. Marks, Ph.D.
	 The former pupil has eclipsed its teacher. Under President Uribe and a dynamic cast of military 	
	 reformers, Colombia has now neutralized its longstanding insurgency.

57	 	 Reflections from a Red Team Leader 
Susan Craig 

	 Red team leaders acquire skills and a mindset that can serve us all. Here are some 	 	
	 suggestions to help others “think like a red teamer.”

61	 	 The Shi’a Remembrance of Muharram: An Explanation of 
the Days of Ashura and Arba’een

Major Jean-Marc Pierre, U.S. Army, Captain Edward Hutchinson, Australian Army,  
and Hassan Abdulrazak, Ph.D.

	 COIN warriors need to understand the culture they are working in: How Husayn’s death at 		
	 Karbala in 680 CE influences Shi’a Muslim beliefs and actions today.

Cover Photo: 1SG Arthur Abiera of Apache Troop,1-33 Cavalry, 3d Brigade Combat Team,101st Airborne Division, 
during a routine presence patrol on the outskirts of Sadr City, Iraq, 17 April 2006. (DOD) 
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70	 	 The Next Gunpowder: The Power of BCKS and the Command Net Forum
Colonel Kim L. Summers, U.S. Army, Retired, and Michele Costanza, Ph.D.

	 The Battle Command Knowledge System’s Command Net, an online forum, harnesses the brainpower of a thousand 	 	
	 brigade and battalion commanders.

Writing Contest Winners: the 2006 MacArthur Awards
74	 	 1st Place: Managing Expectations While Leading Change

Major Everett S.P. Spain, U.S. Army
	 Managing expectations is a critical task for those overseeing change. Here are 12 practical lessons learned about 	 	
	 leading change that can apply to COIN operations.

86	 	 2d Place: Emotional Intelligence and Army Leadership: 	
Give It to Me Straight!

Major David S. Abrahams, U.S. Army
	 Leaders who cultivate “emotional intelligence” develop better command climates and more motivated subordinates.

94	 	 3d Place: Targeting of the American Will and Other Challenges 	
for 4th-Generation Leadership

Major David Harper, U.S. Army
	 An exploration of some of the profounder implications of 4th-generation warfare for leaders and leader training. 

INSIGHTS
105	 U.S. Strategy in Iraq

Brigadier General Mitchell M. Zais, U.S. Army, Retired, Ph.D.
	 “What we have now is not a real strategy—it’s business as usual.” A highly regarded retired general delivers a withering 	 	
	  critique of our strategy so far in Iraq.

109	 Producing Victory: A 2007 Postscript for Implementation
Lieutenant Colonel Douglas A. Ollivant, U.S. Army, Ph.D., and Captain Eric D. Chewning, U.S. Army

	 In a postscript to an earlier article, the authors reassert that a strong Iraqi Government and support from the population 	 	
	 are essential to moving forward in Iraq. 

111	 U.S. Military Advisors—A Need for Guiding Principles
Major Mark M. Weber, U.S. Army

	 Common-sense advice from an experienced officer on how to execute one of the world’s toughest jobs. 
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