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Cover Photo: BAGHDAD, Irag—Army Colonel James H. Coffman Jr., after receiving the Distinguished Service
Cross, 24 August 2005, for combat actions in support of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Iragi Special Police Commando
Brigade on 14 November 2004, during a five-and-a-half hour battle with terrorists trying to overrun an Iraqi police
station in Mosul. When an enemy round severely wounded his shooting hand and damaged his M4 rifle, Coffman
bandaged himself and continued fighting with AK-47s he collected from commando casualties. Coffman refused
evacuation for treatment until the battle was over. In remarks during the award ceremony, Coffman praised the Iraqi
Commandos for their service and commitment to defending freedom in Iraq. He said he viewed the ceremony as
a tribute to the Iraqgi and Coalition forces that have fought, bled and died together. Irag’s Minister of Interior, Bayan
Jabr, and Iragi Maj. Gen. Adnon Thebit, commander of the Special Police Forces, also each presented Coffman with
Iragi medallions. Following the ceremony, Coffman stated that he did not believe democracy could be fast-tracked
in Irag, but would take time. The United States had to work through several years of contentious issues—including
a Civil War—before it enjoyed a stable democratic government, he noted. “It's easy, when you've had a couple
centuries of experience with democracy, to overlook the difficulties in getting that,” Coffman said. “I can’t think of a
nobler endeavor than to help 28 million people achieve it.” (MNSTC-I Public Affairs)
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of Defense addresses the four biggest challenges facing our military effort.
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John Hillen, Ph.D.
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16 Using Occam’s Razor to Connect the Dots: The Ba’ath Party
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Captain Travis Patriquin, U.S. Army
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massive spending.
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