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Military Museums 
and Collections 
loseph H. Ewing 

THE student of military history should not confine himself 
exclusively to the study of books and written reference material, 
for he can become acquainted firsthand with the past in the 
collections of military museums. Like the library and archive, 
the museum is an important source of historical knowledge. A 
properly functioning historical museum systematically collects 
and preserves objects of historical significance, uses them 
selectively in the creation of exhibits for the general public, and 
makes its collection available for examination and study by the 
serious researcher and scholar. In visiting such a museum the 
student of military history may gain a fulIer understanding of 
the problems and accomplishments of men in the past as he 
views such things as the clothes they wore, the tools and 
implements they used, and the objects they created. In the 
museum he may learn what he cannot learn elsewhere. He can 
appreciate, for example, what a Sherman tank is only when he 
has actually seen one. By viewing and examining a museum’s 
artifacts he may discover, for instance, how difficult it was to 
load the 1808 Springfield musket or how heavy and awkward to 
carry was the SCR 300 backpack radio of World War II. 

The power of the artifact in teaching military history is 
attested to by the chief historian of the Army: 

If one picture is worth a thousand words, as the proverb would have it, 
what shall we say about the value, not of a representation but the 
physical object itself-in its original shape, form, and even dress? , . 
The writer can only bring his subjects hack to life on a written page 
through documents and words; the curator can resurrect the objects 
themselves as they originally were, and has a built-in visual advantage.’ 

Although the restrictions inherent in a museum exhibit do not 

1 DC Maur~e MatlaB. address delivered at Second Annual U.S. Army Museum Conference, Fort 
Sheridan, IL 3 May 73. 
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permit the treatment of any subject in great depth, still a well- 
executed historical exhibit may stimulate the visitor to turn ta 
written history to learn more about the subject he has 
encountered. On the other hand, some of the exhibits he sees in a 
museum may not actually broaden his knowledge but reinforce 
and clarify what he already knows. 

For the sensitive visitor, a historical museum can create a 
sense of kinship with the past. The disposition of men to seek 
continuity with their ancestors and with life inearlier times may 
find its fulfillment in museums and at historical sites more than 
anywhere else. The coat worn by Walfe at Quebec, a cannon 
surrendered by Eurgoyne at Saratoga, the Lexington Green, or 
the Petersburg crater may produce a special awareness of a 
particular historical period, event, or person or awaken interest 
in military history in general. 

There are three main groups of US. military museums-those 
maintained by the armed forces; by federal civil agencies: and by 
states, counties, municipalities, and private institutions. 

Museums Maintained by the Armea’ Forces 
It was not until 1962 that the Army established a formal policy 

of preserving material evidenqe of its history. With the 
publication of Army Regulation 870-5 in 1962, all existing Army 
museums were placed under the supervision of the Chief of 
Military History, who assumed ultimate responsibility for the 
collection, control, and preservation of all historical properties 
throughout the Army and established a central catalog of these 
artifacts. Previously such preservation depended largely upon 
the degree of interest of the post or organizational commander, 
and artifacts in untold number were abandoned or discarded 
over the years because their historical value was unknown or 
unappreciated. Many, nevertheless, did survive. As early as 
1854 the Ordnance and ArtiIlery Museum was established at the 
U.S. rwlilitary Academy; it later became the West Point ‘Museum, 
today the oldest museum in the Army. The Army Medical 
Museum (now the Armed Forces Medical Museum] came inta 
being in 1862. The Springfield (Massachusetts) Armory Muse- 
um dates from approximately 1871, the Rock Island (Illinois) 
Arsenal Museum (now the john M. Browning Memorial 
Museum) from 1905, and the Army Ordnance Museum at 
Aberdeen Proving Ground (Maryland] from 1919. Except for the 
Field Artillery Museum at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, founded in 1934, 
all other Army museums were established in the 1940s or later. 
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Approximately sixty-five museums make up the Army 
Museum System. With the exception of that at West Point, they 
fall into four fairly distinct categories-branch, post, arsenal, 
and organizational. The West Point Museum is exceptional by 
reason of the size and scope of its c,ollection and the size of its 
professional staff. While many of its holdings relate to the 
history of the U.S. Military Academy, by far the larger part 
illustrates the history of the U.S. Army as a whole as well as the 
history of warfare through the ages. Thus, it tends to approach 
the concept of a national Army museum. The Army’s museums 
are listed and their collections described in detail in the Guide to 
U.S. Army Museums and Historic Sites,2 a publication of the 
Army’s Center of Military I-Iistory. A sampling of the holdings of 
some of the branch museums will give some indication of the 
scope and content and diversity of the Army’s museum collec- 
tians. 

A branch museum is concerned with the history of a major arm 
of service within the Army, such as infantry, artillery, or 
quartermaster, and usually operates as part of a branch school. 
Among the larger museums of this type is the Field Artillery 
Museum at Fort Sill, contained in eight separate exhibit 
buildings,, most of them historic structures on the National 
Register of Mistoric Places. The museum’s callection includes 
U.S. and foreign field pieces from the sixteenth century to the 
present. In its “cannon walk,” a TOO-yard display of field 
artillery, is “Atomic Annie,” the 280-mm. gun that fired the 
world’s first atomic artillery round in 1953. 

At Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland, the Ordnance 
Museum collection represents ordnance development mainly 
since the introduction of smokeless powder. In addition to small 
arms, the collection ineludes tanks, self-propelled and towed 
guns, and motor vehicles. U.S. armored vehicles are displayed in 
single file in the “mile of tanks” along a main road of the proving 
ground. The museum also maintains a Chemical Corps collec- 
tion, which it acquired upon the closing of the Chemical Museum 
in 1972. 

The Patton -Museum of Cavalry and Armor at Fort Knox, 
Kentucky, treats the history of U.S. armored forces and their 
equipment. It has a large collection of armored fighting vehicles, 
both U.S. and foreign, some of which are maintained in 
operational condition and are used to stage demonstrations for 
the public during the summer. The museum displays the 

2. Compiled by Norman Miller Gary, Jr. (Washington: Gavernment Prtnting Office, 1975). 
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personal effects of Genera1 George S. Patton, Jr. for whom it was 
named, including his ivory-handled pistols, and the limousine in 
which he was riding when he suffered fatal injuries in 1945. The 
history of horse cavalry, as distinct from armor, is preserved and 
displayed in the I-IS. Cavalry Museum at Fort Riley, Kansas. 

The story of the American foot soldier is told in the National 
Infantry Museum at Fort Benning, Georgia, with weapons, uni- 
forms, and equipment since colonial days. The museum also 
has a broad interest in the infantryman regardless of nationality, 
as indicated by thirty-eight foreign countries represented in its 
small-arms collection. Its Xapanese weapons collection is 
believed to be one of the most complete in the world. 

Among the holdings of the Quartermaster Museum at Fort Lee, 
Virginia, are collections of uniforms dating from the Revolution- 
ary War, insignia and chevrons, and military saddles, this last 
one of the most complete in the country. Also on display is the 
caisson which carried the body of Jefferson Davis to his grave in 
Richmond in 1889. 

Army transportation methods are shown in some dioramas at 
the Transportatian Museum at Fort Eustis, Virginia, while 
others trace the evolution of transportation beginning with the 
Stone Age and progressing through the development of the 
wheel, balloon, coach, and canal barge. Helicopters, fixed-wing 
aircraft, experimental aircraft, railway cars and steam locomo- 
tives, trucks, and amphibious vehicles are found in the coilec- 
tion. 

The Aviation Museum at Fort Rucker, Alabama, displays an 
extensive collection of fixed- and rotary-wing aircraft in telling 
the history of aviation in the U.S. Army. It has the largest 
collection of military helicopters in the world. 

The Engineer Museum at Fort Belvoir, Virginia, preserves 
military engineer equipment, uniforms, insignia, flags, maps, 
and small arms. Among its items of special interest are maps 
prepared by French engineers at the siege of Yorktown in the 
Revolutionary War and the ship’s wheel recovered from the 
sunken Battleship Maine. 

The Army has more than twenty post museums at such 
stations as Fort Leavenworth, Kansas: Fart Huachuca, Arizona; 
the Presidio of San Francisco, California; Fort Bliss, Texas; and 
Fort Monroe, Virginia. The past museum is mainly concerned 
with preserving and depicting the history of the post and 
frequently the military history of the local region, even though 
that usually predates the establishment of the post. Where a 
branch museum exists, it is usually the only museum on post and 
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may assume the function of a post museum. The Field Artillery 
Museum at Fort Sill, for example, devotes perhaps half of its 
effort to presenting the history of the past and local area, Many 
Army installations without museums have small collections of 
histarical artifacts, an excellent example being the numerous old 
cannon displayed on the grounds at Fort Lesley J. McNair, Wash- 
ingtan, DC. Often smaller historical items may be displayed in 
an officers” club, chapel, or headquarters building. 

Only four museums fall under the arsenal classification. First 
amo.ng these is the venerable Springfield Armory Museum, 
which holds one of the world’s most complete collections of small 
arms. It is operated by the Nationals Park Service, to which the 
U.S. Army Center of Military History lent the collection. The 
John M. Browning Memorial Museum (Rock Island Arsenal) 
uses part of its collection in special exhibits of Browning’s 
automatic weapons. The Picatinny Arsenal Museum at Dover, 
New Jersey, maintains a collection of US. and foreign explosive 
ordnance; and the Watervliet Arsenal Museum, Watervliet, New 
York, shows the use of artillery throughout history and displays 
cannon, howitzers, and mortars, the earliest dating from 1742. 

Organizational museums operate primarily far the benefit of 
troap morale and esprit de corps and are devoted almost entirely 
to unit history. The 82d Airborne Division Museum at Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina, and those of the 1st Cavalry Division and 
2d Armored Division, bath at Fort Hood, Texas, are such 
museums. There are a few regimental museums, such as the Old 
Guard Museum maintained by the 1st Battalion, 3d Infantry, at 
Fort Myer, Virginia. 

The Navy’s two principal collections are the Navy Memorial 
Museum at the Washington Navy Yard, Washington, DC., and 
the U.S. Naval Academy Museum at Annapolis, Maryland. Two 
museums are devoted to submarine history, one at the submarine 
base at Groton, Connecticut, and the other at the submarine base 
at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. A naval aviation museum is located at 
Pensacola, Florida. Other Navy museums include the Seabee 
Museum at Little Creek, Virginia, and the Museum of the Naval 
Training Center at San Diego, California. 

At Wright-Patterson Air Farce Base, Dayton, Ohio, is the U.S. 
Air Force Museum, the central museum af that service. It 
displays more than 125 aircraft and missiles, both US. and 
foreign. Other aviation museums are the Hangar 9 Museum at 
Brooks Air Force Base, Texas, specializing in aerospace 
medicine, and the Air Force Space Museum at Cape Kennedy, 
Florida, devoted principally to space exploration. 
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The US. Marine Carps Museum is situatedat the Washington 
Navy Yard in the History and Museums Division of the corps 
headquarters. En its collection are uniforms, battle flags, 
weapons, dioramas, and substantial holdings of persanal 
papers, photos, and documents. Smaller MarineCarps museums 
are at Quantico, Virginia; Parris Island, Sauth Carolina; and 
Barstow, California. 

The Walter Reed Army Medical Center, Washington, DC., is 
the home of the Armed Forces Medical Museum, which exhibits 
items for both the general public and for pathologists and other 
medical professionals. At Albuquerque, New Me&a, the Sandia 
Atomic Museum, operated b’y the Defense Atamic Support 
Agency, displays unclassified nuclear weapons and associated 
equipment used by the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine 
Carps. 

Althougb the Army National Guard is rich in military bistory 
and tradition, it has few museums recognized as such. The New 
York State Military Museum, its largest, occupies space on the 
first and second floors of the state capitol in Albany. Some other 
states display objects related to their military history in the 
capitol or other state buildings but have no organized museums; 
many old-line National Guard organizations maintain trophy 
raoms which display memorabilia related to the unit’s past. 
Information concerning National Guard collections and muse- 
ums should be requested from the various state adjutants 
general. 

Museums Maintained by Federal Civil Agencies 

Within the vast holdings of the Smithsonian Institution in 
Washington, DC., are two distinguished military history 
collections. Its Museum of History and Technology displays an 
impressive store of military and naval artifacts, including 
firearms, edged weapons, uniforms, headgear, and insignia. The 
National Air and Space Museum of the Smithsonian, filling a 
large new structure on the Washington mall, includes an 
expansive collection of aircraft and missiles, many of them 
military. The National Park Service administers some seventy- 
five museums (visitors centers) at battlefield sites and old forts 
throughout the United States, most containing collections for 
study, Professional and technical support, including the design 
and production of all exhibits, is furnished these museums by the 
Park Service’s Harpers Ferry Center at Harpers Ferry, West 
Virginia. 
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Museums Maintained by Other Agencies 
Many museum collections are maintained by states, counties, 

municipalities, and private institutions. Thousands of such 
collections are found throughout the United States, a small 
number of which are primarily, if not exclusively, military. In 
this category, for example, are the Indiana War Memorial, 
Indianapolis, Indiana; the War Memorial Museum of Virginia, 
Newport News, Virginia: and the Admiral Nimitz Center, 
Fredericksburg, Texas. Some art and science museums display 
military artifacts, such as the splendid examples of old arms and 
armor in the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York. State 
historical societies are prime sources of information concerning 
the location of museum coIlections in their respective states. 
Also, much detailed information is available in the latest Official 
Museum Directory and the Directory of Historical Societies and 
Agencies in the United States and Conada. 

Even though opportunity to visit them might be limited, the 
student of military history should be aware of foreign military 
museums; he may need to correspond with them for information 
otherwise unobtainable. In Ottawa is the impressive Canadian 
War Museum, a branch of Canada‘s National Museum of Man. 
England offers the museum visitor a rich experience in the 
extensive collection of the Imperiai War Museum, The Tower 
Armouries, and the National Army Museum, all in London, and 
the National Maritime Museum in Greenwich. Among the 
outstanding military museums on the European continent are the 
Tojhusmuseet in Copenhagen, the Mu&e de la Marine and the 
Mu&e de I’Armee in Paris, the Heeresgeschichtliches Museum in 
Vienna, and in Stockholm the Armemuseum and the Statens 
Sjohisforiska Museum (National Maritime Museum], Other fine 
museums are the Wehrgeschichtliches Museum at Rastatt and 
the Bayerisches Armeemuseum at Ingolstadt, both in the Federal 
Republic of Germany; in Madrid the Musea de1 Ejercito Espafiol 
and the Museo de la Real Armeria; the Musee Royal de 1’Armee et 
Histoire Militaire in Brussels, and the Leger-en-Wapenmuseum, 
in Leiden, Holland. Perhaps the most useful guide to foreign 
military museums is the Directory of Museums of Arms and 
Military History, published by the International Association of 
Museums of Arms and Military History in Copenhagen in 1970. 

3. The Off~ml Museum Lkrector) (Washington: American Association of Museums, 1976); Donna 
McDonald, ed., Directory of Histor!col Societies and Agencies in the United Stoles and Gonads, 1Othed. 
(Nashville, Term.: American Association for State and Local History, 1975-76). 
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Copies may be obtained from the secretary of the association, c/o 
the director of the National Army Museum, Royal Hospital Road, 
London S.W. 3, England. European Military Museums, by J. Lee 
Westrate, is another excellent reference. The International 
Council of Museums, 1 rue Miollis, 75 Paris 15" France, operates 
the ICOM-UNESCO Documentation Center, which is able to 
furnish information on museums in all parts of the world. 

Use of Military Museums and Collections 

Military museums vary greatly in the size of their collections; 
in the size and adequacy of their physical plants, staffs, and 
financial resources; and thus in the extent and quality of the 
services they provide. Most museums serve the general public 
with interpretative exhibits that are both attractive and 
historically accurate, and answer written and verbal inquiries 
concerning objects in the collection, The military history 
student, or the specialist, naturally benefits from theseexhibits, 
but he also may wish to examine and study specific objects in the 
collection. Within reasonable limits, most museums will give 
him access to the objects he needs and provide working space. In 
some cases a museum’s own research on its collection may not 
be adequate because of what it considers the more pressing 
needs of public exhibitions, guided tours, and the like. 

Few armed forces museums offer any formal educational 
programs. The most notable exception is the West Point 
Museum, whose staff members, using artifacts, conduct class- 
room lectures in military history at the U.S. Military Academy. 
Many military museums, however, conduct guided tours for the 
general public and for school, college, and professional groups. 
The Guide to U.S. Army Museums and Historic Sites [see 
footnote 2] lists all U.S. Army museums as well as Department of 
Defense, federal, state, municipal, and private military museums 
throughout the United States and briefly describes their 
collections. 

Military Historic Sites 

Throughout the United States numerous forts, arsenals, and 
battlefields recall the military past of the nation, The more 
important of these are listed in the National Register of Historic 

4. Washington: Smithsonian Institution, 1961. 
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Places, issued by the Department of the Interior. Established by 
law, the register includes not only property of national 
significance but also districts, sites, buildings, structures, and 
objects of importance at the state and local levels.5 Many of these 
sites, such as Kings Mountain, Fort McHenry, Gettysburg, and 
Fort Sumter, are operated by the National Park Service. Historic 
sites are frequently found on installations of the armed forces, 
and some of these are integrated with the local installation 
museums. Examples include the Rock Island Arsenal, Rock 
Island, Illinois: Fort Leavenworth, Kansas; and the National War 
College Building at Fort Lesley J. McNair, Washington, D.C. 

The Council on Abandoned Military Posfs,6 a nonprofit 
organization interested in the identification, restoration, and 
preservation of old military installations, is another source of 
information. It publishes a monthly newsletter and a quarterly 
scholarly magazine. Additional information on military histori- 
cal sites may be obtained from The Official Museum Directory 
and the Directory of Historicai Societies and Agencies in the 
United States and Canada (see footnote 3). 

In his contact with museums the student of military history 
may come to appreciate the almost limitless historical treasures 
within their collections. He may find that museums supplement 
and reinforce the knowledge derived from reading and documen- 
tary research and serve to intensify his interest in this field of 
learning. And he may find a degree of inspiration. 

5 National Park Service. Departmeni of the interior,The National Register of Historic Places (Wasking- 
ton Government Prmting Offw. 1976). Detailed information concerninq historic ales on U.S. Army 
property may be found in the Guide to L’S, Army Museums and Hislor~c Srtes. 

6. P.O. Box 171, Arlington, VA 22210. 



The Place of 
Unit NisEorv~ 
Stanley R. Connor 

P ROUD soldiers form the backbone of any successful military 
organization. Skillfully used by the commander, unit history can 
be most valuable in instilling a strong sense of pride in the 
members of a company, battalion, regiment, or other Army unit. 
The study of unit history has sometimes been compared to 
genealogy, and the analogy is not a bad one. Just as knowledge of 
ancestry often creates a sense of pride in one’s forebears, 
awareness of a unit’s past can help to create esprit de corps for an 
organization. Americans are exceptionally proud if they can 
trace their lineage back to the Mayflower, but many families, 
representing waves of relatively recent immigration, are quite 
new to the United States. It is much the same in the Army. Except 
for those o’rganizations in the Army National Guard that can 
trace their lineage back to colonial days, the vast majority of all 
Army units began in this century. 

Obtaining prepared unit histories is not always easy. Many 
are published in limited quantities, if at aI1, and are often soon 
out af print. Because the use of incorrect history could damage 
the morale of a unit, the authenticity of existing histories should 
he determined through careful examination before acceptance. 
The New York Public Library probably maintains the best 
collection of published unit histories. They are listed in His- 
tories, Persond Narratives, United States Army: A Checklist 
by Charles E. Dornbusch (1967-includes some unit histories in 
other collections). The U.S. Army Military History Institute 
maintains another goad collection of unit histories, both 
published and in manuscript, cataloged in United States Army 
Unit Histories, SpecialBibliographic Series 4 (1971). The library 
of the U.S. Army Field ArtilIery Schaol has a more specialized 
collection cataloged in Artillery Unit Histaries (1955). The U.S. 
Army Center of Military History maintains bibliographies on al1 
divisions, most combat arms regiments, and a few other 

Mr. Connor (B.S., Mississippi State) is Supervisory Historian. Historical 
Services Division, CMH. and coauthor of Parts I and El, ARTIOF-C~VCI~~~ (Army 
Lineage Series). 
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organizations; some bibliagraphies show the locations of the 
volumes. The center also has one-page summaries, available 
upcm request, of the actions of each division in World War 11. 
Other possible sources for unit histories are libraries, publish- 
ers, used book dealers, and veterans’ associations. Current lists 
of known veterans’associations are maintained by the Commun- 
ity Relations Division, Office of the Chief of Public Affairs, 
Department of the Army, Washington, DC. 20310. 

Very few unit histories were published before the Civil War, 
and many of those were more in the nature of memoirs or 
journals, Examples are Teresa Griffin Viele’s Following the 
Drum: A Glimpse of Frontier Life [New York, 1858), which 
pertains to the 1st Infantry; and Lawrence Kip’s Army Life on the 
Pacific: R Journal of the Expedition Against Northern Indians 
4 I 4 (Redfield, New York, 1859), which provides information 
about Company F, 4th Regiment of Artillery [now 5th Battalion, 
1st Field Artillery]. After the Civil War a multitude of unit 
histories appeared, most either written by men who had served 
in the organizations or sponsored by the states that supplied 
them. Bibliographies of these histories, by state or region, 
continue to be prepared by Charles E. Darnbusch in Regimental 
Publications and Personal Narratives of the Civil War: A 
Checklist (1961-j. Historica sketches of Union organizations 
are in Frederick H. Dyer’s A Compendium of the War of the 
RebeIJion (1908, 1959). A good starting place far histories of 
Regular Army regiments in the late nineteenth century is The 
Army of the United States: HistoricaJ Sketches of the Staff and 
Line, edited by Theophilus F. Rodenbough and William L. Haskin 
(1896). Its sketches ariginally appeared as separate articles in 
the Journal of the Military Service Institution of the United 
States between 1892 and 1896. 

By the turn af the century the War Department was taking a 
more active interest in the heritage of its organizations and 
prepared A Bibliography of State Participation in the Civil War 
< . . (three editions, 1897, 1898, 1913), which is quite useful. The 
Adjutant General’s Statistical Exhibit of Strength of Volunteer 
Forces Called into Service During the War With Spain. , . (1899) 
includes some information about volunteer units in that war. 
The Order of Battle of the Land Forces in the World War, 
prepared in three volumes by the Historical Section, Army War 
College (1931~49), provides similar data for units during World 
War I, including more detailed informatian about divisions. 

A great number of unit histories appeared in the years 
following World Wars I and II and the Korean War, again written 
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mostly by unit members or sponsored by the organizations 
themseIves. Most narrative unit histories today are similarly 
prepared, but some compilations or histories have been 
published by interested individuals not necessarily connected 
with the Army. In addition to the already mentioned volumes of 
Dyer and Rodenbough and Haskin, Fred A. Berg’s Encyclopedia 
of Continentai Army Units (1972) covers many of the organiza- 
tions that served in the Revolutionary War. Bruce Jacob’s 
Soldiers: The Fighting Divisions of the Regular Army (1958) is 
about Regular Army divisions in World War II. Some contempor- 
ary authors are producing histories of units in the past, such as 
Hugh Rankin’s North Carolina ContinentaIs (1971j. And service 
journals, such as Infantry and Army, often note or review unit 
histories. 

Not all unit histories appear in print. In addition to those 
manuscripts in the U.S. Army Military History Institute, the 
Center of Military History receives annual supplements from 
several active units, usually Regular Army and Army Reserve 
organizations. They vary from one-paragraph summaries to a 
few excellent histories. Students who are writing theses or 
dissertations often prepare unit histories. One example is 
Patrick Daniel Q’Flaherty’s ‘“History of the Sixty-Ninth 
Regiment of the New York State Militia, 1852-1861’” (Ph.D. 
dissertation, Fordham University, 1963). Many are listed in 
Doctoral Dissertations in Military Affairs, by:Allan R. Millett 
and B. Franklin Cooling (1972-updated annually in Military 
Affairs). 

Many units, especially smaller ones, have no written histories, 
but some historical information about them is usually available. 
Such unit records as muster rolls, operations or after-action 
reports, morning reports, and other similar documents are 
invaluable. Most of these records are now in storage at one of 
several records depositories, including the National Archives in 
Washington, D.C. The National Archives also holds the unit 
histories that The Adjutant General required regiments to 
prepare around the beginning of this century. Other sources 
include local historical societies, museums, former unit 
members, the state adjutants general for National Guard units, 
and, when active, the units themselves. Information concerning 
the various possible sources is included in a pamphlet, 
Organizational History: Its Preparation and Use, prepared and 
distributed by the Center of Military History. 

The history of a unit manifests itself in many ways other than 
in written form-tangibly in such symbols as flags, colors, and 
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standards, streamers for campaigns and decorations, distinctive 
insignia, shoulder sleeve insignia, and organizational historical 
property. Intangibly, special traditians and customs and the 
spirit of an organization also reflect its history. Each symbol, 
whether tangible or intangible, has an important role in unit 
esprit 1 

During the nineteenth century considerable canfusion existed 
as to the accepted procedures and methods for determining the 
history of Army units and their entitlement to honors for 
participation in various campaigns. After World War I many 
units with long histories and numerous honors were demobil- 
ized. The Historical Branch, War Plans Division, General S.taff, 
published its Outlines of History of Regiments, United States 
Army in 1921. And during the l%Os, to prevent loss to the active 
Army of those units with the most significant heritage, the 
Wistorical Section of the Army War College began determining 
unit continuity. The section also guided the War Department 
General Staff on unit historical matters and monitored unit 
history preparation. With the tremendous changes that occurred 
during and immediately after World War II, the Organizational 
History and Honors Section of the Historical Division, War 
Department Special Staff, was established in 1947 to continue 
the work of the Historical Section, Army War College. Today, 
after several reorganizations, the unit lineage and honors 
function is performed by the Organizational History Branch, 
Center of Military History. 

The basic document showing a unit’s history is the official 
Lineage and Wonors Certificate, which is prepared and issued by 
the Center of Military History to all flag-, color-, and separate 
guidon-bearing units that are organized under a Table of 
Organization and Equipment. These certificates outline major 
organizational changes and list official campaigns and decora- 
tions for units of all compcments-Regular Army, Army Reserve, 
and Army National Guard. The original certificate is suitable for 
framing and prominent display within the unit’s area. 

The certificate is divided into two parts. The first traces the 
history of the unit, in brief outline form, from its beginning 
through its various reorganizations, redesignations, and other 
changes up to the present. The-second portion lists the unit’s 
campaign participation credits and decorations. [AR 672~S-1,3 
June l~974, Decorations, Awards and I-Ionors-Military Awards, 
describes authorized unit decorations and lists recognized 
campaigns with inclusive dates.) In order of precedence, U.S. 
decorations for Army units are the Presidential Unit Citation 
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(Army-formerly Distinguished Unit Citation), the Valorous 
Unit Award, and the Meritorious Unit Commendation. The 
Valorous Unit Award, the most recentiy established, is 
authorized for actions on or after 3 August 1983 and so has been 
awarded only to units that were in Vietnam. The Presidential 
Unit Citation is authorized for actions on or after 7’ December 
1941, and the Meritorious Unit Commendation for those on or 
after 1 )anuary 1944. 

The U.S. Army Institute of Heraldry uses the historical data 
provided by the certificates in creating coats of arms displayed 
on unit colors and unit insignia worn an uniforms. The U.S. 
Army Support Activity, Philadelphia, uses the honors portions 
of these certificates as the basis for issuing campaign and 
decoration streamers and silver bands for display with unit 
flags, colors, or guidons. Asterisks are used on the certificates of 
regimental elements organized under the Combat Arms Regi- 
mental System to denote those honors for which an element is an 
“earning unit,“’ and their streamers have an additional device or 
wreath. The Adjutant General furnishes certificates for each 
U.S. unit decoration awarded. Honors are ,also the basis for 
ribbons and emblems that unit members wear on their uniforms. 

While Lineage and Honors Certificates are not intended to be 
full histories of units, they do form the framework around which 
more complete histories can be written, Because the meaning of 
many of the terms used on the certificates is often misunder- 
stood, a glossary is included in most volumes of the Army 
Lineage Series prepared by the Center of Military History. The 
CMH pamphlet Organizational History: Its Preparation ond Use 
suggests content and format for unit histories and provides 
referemes and sources for information about Army organiza- 
tions. Although the Department of the Army neither prepares 
nor requires units to prepare unit histories, many major 
commands do. Those that are prepared should agree with the 
data shown on the unit”s official Lineage and Honors Certificate. 

The Center o,f Military History furnishes other certificates 
that assist in fostering esprit de corps-those for unit days, 
special designations, and memorial awards. A unit day, 
commemorating some noteworthy event in the life of the 
organization, is selected by the unit for annual celebration in 
ceremonies and special activities. The date may be the one on 
which the unit was first organized or on which it performed some 
outstanding feat. The 1st Air Defense Artillery, for example, 
celebrates 20 MaFch to commemorate its actions as the 1st 
Regiment of Artillery at the battle of Churubusco in 1847 during 
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the Mexican War. Unit special designations, or nicknames, are of 
two types: traditional-those associated with the unit for at least 
thirty years, and distinctive-less than thirty years. The l&tst 
Airborne Division uses “Screaming Eagles” as its traditional 
designation, while the 7th Cavalry has “Garry Owen.” An 
example of a distinctive designation is “Truck Masters,” seIected 
by the 24th Transportation Company in 1974. An organization 
with a particularly distinguished history may select a memorial 
award far annual presentation to a unit member. It is presented 
in remembrance of a combat action in which the unit participated 
or in the name of an outstanding former member. 

Units down to the separate company, troop, or battery should 
accumulate and permanently retain all significant historical 
data. Units are required to establish an organizational history 
file for such items as unit histories, photographs, copies of 
Lineage and Honors Certificates, correspondence about unit 
lineage and honors, and other material relating to the unit’s 
history and traditions. The”file is never retired. During periods of 
inactivation or at other time when theunit is unable to care for it, 
the file is kept in a records storage facility and is returned 
whenever the organization can again maintain it. [See AR 340-2 
and 870-5.) 

Volumes of the Army Lineage Series prepared by the Center of 
li4ilitary History highlight the background and accomplish- 
ments of units. Each volume has a narrative history of a branch 
of the Army and, in compact form, the history and honors of each 
major unit within that branch. In addition to tracing the 
evolution of individual branches, this series presents a capsule 
history of the entire Army and gives insight into the reasons for 
most organizational changes. A prerequisite to an understanding 
of unit history in today’s combat arms is a sound knowledge of 
the Combat Arms Regimental System, which is explained in 
recent volumes of the series. Each book contains illustrations 
and descriptions of the official coats of arms and distinctive 
insignia, as provided by the Institute of Heraldry, for major 
units, These volumes are useful at all levels of command, the 
Department of the Army staff, service schools, various training 
programs, and for the general public, Like other CMH publica- 
tions, they are available for issue to authorized recipients 
through normal publications channels or they may be purchased 
from the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing 
Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. 

The first lineage volume, published in 2953 and covering the 
infantry, is now out of print. A revised version, Infantry, Part I 
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(1972), includes Regular Army infantry regiments. Port II, on 
Army National Guard and Army Reserve units, is scheduled for 
Iater publication. Port 1 of the Armor-Cavalry volume (1969) has 
historical data on Regular Army and Army Reserve regiments, 
while Part II (19723, covers those of the Army National Guard. 
Other volumes planned for this series will be on armies and 
corps, divisions and separate brigades, air defense artillery, field 
artillery, engineers, medical, ordnance, signal, military police, 
and possibly other service and support organizations. A special 
volume, being prepared in conjunction with the Army’s 
participation in the bicentennial observance, is entitled ‘“The 
Continental Army’” and will include the lineages and honors of 
Continental Army units during the Revolutionary War. 

Unit history has many uses. It can help the commander in 
inspiring members of his command to excel in garrison or in the 
field. Heraldic symbols are tangible illustrations of a rich 
heritage. In addition to members of the unit itself, unit history 
often serves others. Quite frequently it provides the historian, 
social scientist, or fiction writer with material for a study of a 
war or campaign, a biography or autobiography, a sociological 
study, or a novel or short story. A sense of community pride may 
even stem from a unit having been raised or having served in an 
area. And veterans use unit history in reminiscing about their 
service with relatives and friends. 
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